
A Directory for Public Worship
Exodus 35-40

The OPC has published a Directory for Public Worship, and in 
that directory are all the basic, biblical principles which we use for 
the conduct of our Sunday worship services.  In other words, what 
we do in worship, who does what in worship, and some 
explanation of why.  

For over a year now we have been studying the book of 
Exodus, and this great book gave to the Old Testament people of 
Israel a very similar directory for public worship.  What the people 
of God were to do in worship, who does what in worship, and 
some explanation of why.  Yet, I hope it has been obvious that this 
is not simply a book of Old Testament worship.  For although the 
outward administration of that worship is very much different, the 
principles of the same.  With good reason.  It is the same God, 
Old and New Testaments.  It is the same covenant of grace 
between God and his people.  And so covenant people are called 
upon to worship God according to the same principles.

This afternoon, in concluding our study of the book of Exodus, 
I want to review those principles of our public worship as the 
covenant people of God.  And to do so, I’ve taken a very large 
portion of the book, actually the last six chapters altogether, as 
my text.  And I didn’t do that just so I could finish more quickly or 
because these chapters are unimportant, but because these 
chapters themselves summarize and conclude all that we have 
studied.  Here is where we read of the people of God setting up 
their tabernacle according to God’s directions, and we will actually 
focus primarily upon the 40th and final chapter of the book.

So what is it that is so important here?  How can we possibly 
summarize a book of 40 chapters?  What is it about worship that 

we should learn?  First, and foremost, understanding the nature 
of worship as a meeting between God and his people, what we 
learn in the book of Exodus is the importance of how we should 
approach God.

I. WORSHIP:  APPROACHING GOD.
Coming into God’s presence.  That’s what the tabernacle was 

all about.  The place God prescribed for his people to meet with 
him.  And so in climactic conclusion to this whole book, we read,

v.1-2

Likewise, v.17-19
And, v.33

I want you to see the connection between this OT house, 
meetinghouse, and the NT meetinghouse, because what we read 
and study here in Exodus very much teaches us about the work 
of Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of all these Old Testament 
shadows.  Consider,

Heb. 3:1  “Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly 
calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, 
Christ Jesus, 2 who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as 
Moses also was faithful in all His house. 3 For this One has been 
counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who 
built the house has more honor than the house. 4 For every 
house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God. 5 
And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a 
testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward, 6 but 
Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we 
hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the 
end.”

So Moses built a house, he finished the work.  As a servant.  
But Jesus is the head of the house.  Jesus is the firstborn son in 

Page  of 1 8



the house, “whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence 
and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.”  In other words, the 
house is the church.  The meeting place of God and his people is 
the church.  So the OT tabernacle itself is a picture and type of 
that church. 

Therefore, the principles of how we approach our God in 
worship are very much the same as with the OT people of Israel.  
And above all else, then and now, let me proclaim to you so very 
clearly that we cannot approach God in worship on the basis of 
our own merit or righteousness.  Neither could the Israelites.  For 
God’s people to enter into his presence, he has to be merciful.  
And that is the covenant of grace, a covenant which begins with 
the realization of our need for mercy.

A. The need for covenant mercy.
In other, we can approach God ONLY because he is merciful 

to us.  But to put that positively, we CAN approach God 
BECAUSE he is merciful.

v.3

The Ark of the Testimony.  We read further,
v.20-21

Go back with me to,
Ex. 25:16  “And you shall put into the ark the Testimony which 

I will give you. 17 "You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold; two 
and a half cubits shall be its length and a cubit and a half its 
width. 18 "And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of 
hammered work you shall make them at the two ends of the 
mercy seat. 19 "Make one cherub at one end, and the other 
cherub at the other end; you shall make the cherubim at the two 
ends of it of one piece with the mercy seat. 20 "And the cherubim 
shall stretch out their wings above, covering the mercy seat with 

their wings, and they shall face one another; the faces of the 
cherubim shall be toward the mercy seat. 21 "You shall put the 
mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the 
Testimony that I will give you. 22 "And there I will meet with you, 
and I will speak with you from above the mercy seat, from 
between the two cherubim which are on the ark of the Testimony, 
about everything which I will give you in commandment to the 
children of Israel.”

So the Ark of the Testimony was covered on top by the mercy 
seat, the very place where God would meet with his people.  And 
“the mercy seat conveyed to the Israelites the idea that God was 
in their midst without a material or visual representation.”  The 
people could not make any material image of God, so there, 
above the mercy seat, between the cherubim, there God 
represented his presence among the people. 

It was there that God would speak to his people.
Num. 7:89  “Now when Moses went into the tabernacle of 

meeting to speak with Him, he heard the voice of One speaking to 
him from above the mercy seat that was on the ark of the 
Testimony, from between the two cherubim; thus He spoke to 
him.”

And it was there, on that mercy seat, where the High Priest 
would go once every year to offer the blood on the prescribed day 
of atonement.  It was the blood of atonement, or the blood of 
propitiation.  And the Hebrew word for “mercy seat” is translated 
by the Greek word for “propitiation.”  And propitiation refers to that 
sacrifice of atonement by which our sins are covered, the sacrifice 
by which God’s wrath which our sins provoked is satisfied.  

And so we read in,
Rom. 3:23  “...for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
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God, 24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by 
His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, 
because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that 
were previously committed.”

The language is so clearly connected.  Jesus is the 
propitiation.  Jesus is the mercy seat.  Jesus is the place where 
God and his people meet.  So great is God’s covenant mercy.

All of that makes very obvious the next aspect of our approach 
to God in worship, which is,

B. The need for sacrifices.
For us to approach God, for us to enter God’s presence, he 

requires of us sacrifices.  Certainly there has been a lot about that 
in the book of Exodus.  And that was the purpose for this 
tabernacle--the place where those sacrifices would be offered.

v.4-6
v.29

The altar of burnt offering identified preeminently.  The altar 
upon which that sacrifice of devotion and wholehearted 
commitment to God would be offered.  The altar upon which the 
worship of God’s people would be most clearly expressed.

You should know the burnt offering might be even more 
descriptively labeled a whole offering, noting that the whole 
animal was devoted to God as an offering, the best of the 
animals.  The whole offering was given and the nothing held back.  
That continues to be the essence of our worship to God, and the 
clearest expression in the New Testament of this concept of a 
burnt offering is found in,

Rom. 12:1  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 

of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God.”

But there is still more.  More to review what we have already 
studied in Exodus about our approach to God, something we 
practice in our own worship nearly every week as we gather 
together before God.  And that is,

C. The need for cleansing.
We are a fallen people, a sinful people.  And so just as our 

approach to God requires his mercy, we must also recognize that 
in his mercy, by his mercy, we are cleansed of our sins.  And 
without that cleansing, we are not acceptable before him.

So we read,
v.7

Then, v.30-32

The laver.  The sink.  The washbasin.  You go into God’s 
presence, you wash your hands.  And so we pray together today, 
sometimes in these very words,

Ps. 51:1  “Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your 
lovingkindness; According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, 
Blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my 
iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I acknowledge my 
transgressions, And my sin is always before me. 4 Against You, 
You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight-- That 
You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You 
judge. 5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my 
mother conceived me. 6 Behold, You desire truth in the inward 
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parts, And in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom. 7 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall 
be whiter than snow.”

And we often hear these exact words of the assurance of our 
forgiveness,

1 John 1:9  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

Beloved, it is necessary to be cleansed of our sins in order to 
be accepted and acceptable before God.  Sin cannot be taken 
lightly, nor ignored.  And we dare not presume that sin is 
something that only other people struggle with, not something that 
plagues everyone of us in the depths of your own heart and soul. 

Do you see how directly these principles of worship carry over 
from the Old Testament to the New?  And one more,

D. The need for consecration.
This is really our response to God’s presence, and it must be 

so.  We are set apart, sanctified, consecrated unto God.  We are 
not just observers.  Not simply an audience for some program or 
lecture.  We come to God in our worship, to be anointed as those 
set apart for his honor and service.

v.8-11

So it is that this place is holy!  This place is sanctified, so we 
call it a sanctuary.  This is holy ground.  This is his holy word.  
This elements of this sacrament are set apart and consecrated 
from their ordinary use and function for this holy purpose of being 
signs and seals of God’s covenant mercy.  And even this day, this 
sabbath day, is set apart as holy, consecrated to God for this very 
purpose.

People of God, there is a sense in which all that you do in all 
of your life is to be consecrated to God, done for his glory.  But 
there is a definitive and particular sense in which what we do here 
together as the body of Christ is holy.  It is sacred, just as the 
tabernacle of the Old Testament.

v.10

There must be a distinction between what is sacred and was 
is common and ordinary, otherwise called profane.  There must a 
distinction between the special, particular glory of our corporate 
worship in the presence of God and the common, ordinary affairs 
of our everyday lives.  So as I began our worship service with this 
morning, we read,  

Hab. 2:20  “But the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the 
earth keep silence before Him.”

That’s our approach to God.  And then we see the whole 
subject of the priesthood.  We see the need for God’s people to 
have priestly intercession.

II. WORSHIP:  PRIESTLY INTERCESSION.
Again, in review of what we have studied in weeks’ past, we 

read,
v.12-16

A priest was to do two very important things.  He was to be 
man’s representative before God.  And he was to be God’s 
spokesman before men.  He was to speak to God on behalf of the 
people and he was to speak to man on God’s behalf.  There are 
two things I want to say about that priestly intercession today, and 
I hope that these two ideas are clearly established in your minds.  
The first is,

A. The priestly work of Jesus Christ.
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When you read about Aaron and all the sons of Levi, when 
you read about all that they do and all the preparations they make 
in order to perform their priestly duties, let every bit of that teach 
you about the unique role and work of Jesus Christ.

1 Tim. 2:5  “For there is one God and one Mediator between 
God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.”

Jesus himself declares,
John 14:6   “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through Me.”

And we are taught so explicitly,
Heb. 5:1  “For every high priest taken from among men is 

appointed for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer 
both gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can have compassion on 
those who are ignorant and going astray, since he himself is also 
subject to weakness. 3 Because of this he is required as for the 
people, so also for himself, to offer sacrifices for sins. 4 And no 
man takes this honor to himself, but he who is called by God, just 
as Aaron was. 5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become 
High Priest, but it was He who said to Him: "You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten You." 6 As He also says in another place: 
"You are a priest forever According to the order of Melchizedek"; 7 
who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers 
and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was 
able to save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly 
fear, 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the 
things which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He 
became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 10 
called by God as High Priest "according to the order of 
Melchizedek.”

Jesus is our great high priest!  It is in him and through him that 
we have access to God.  It is in him and through him that we can 

speak to God and know that God will hear us.  It is in him and 
through him that God speaks to us.

Col. 1:17  “And He is before all things, and in Him all things 
consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may 
have the preeminence.”

So we call no man a priest.  We consider no man a mediator 
or an advocate.  Jesus alone fulfills that role.  We pray in no one 
else’s name.  We offer our worship to no other man.  Or woman.  
With this great encouragement, 

Heb. 2:17  “Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His 
brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the 
people. 18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He 
is able to aid those who are tempted.”

But there is a second thing to note about the work of these Old 
Testament priests, and that is that when we consider Jesus to be 
our High Priest, you all can then see yourselves as priests, too.  
That is to say, in the advancements of the New Covenant, we 
recognize what is often called,

B. The priesthood of all believers.
So when you read about the priests going inside the curtain of 

the temple once a year on the day of atonement, you realize that 
that curtain is now torn down.  And you and I all go into that most 
holy place.  Everyday.  Every time we worship.  

And when you read about the sacrifices offered by the Old 
Testament priests on behalf of the people, realize that that is 
precisely what each of you are doing in corporate worship, we 
offer together our sacrifices of worship, such as the sacrifice of 
praise.
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And so we read in the NT things like this:
1 Peter 2:5  “...you also, as living stones, are being built up a 

spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ...9 But you are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous light.”

Beloved, you are all priests!  Called “to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

Even better, you are a royal priesthood.  Kings too!  A kingdom 
of priests.

Rev. 1:6  “...and has made us kings and priests to His God 
and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever.”

What a great thing that is!  And so you who are born again, 
you who have benefitted from what John calls the first 
resurrection, the spiritual regeneration of being brought up from 
death to life, blessed are you!  As John writes of the present age, 
the whole age between the first and second coming of Jesus 
represented by the fullness of the thousand years, we read about 
ourselves as Christians,

Rev. 20:6  “Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first 
resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they 
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a 
thousand years.”

People of God, blessed and holy are you!  You are priests of 
God.  You are priests of Christ.  And you are now seated with 
Christ in the heavenly realms reigning with him.

I don’t know about you, but I need that encouragement. for life 
here on earth sometimes seems to betray that great spiritual 

reality.  I don’t feel like a king or a priest sometimes.  But beloved, 
that is what you are.

Which leads to this exhortation in,
Heb. 13:15  “Therefore by Him let us continually offer the 

sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks 
to His name. 16 But do not forget to do good and to share, for 
with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”

One more thing for us to learn about worship from the book of 
Exodus.  One more lesson, again a review, but one final reminder 
for you and for me from this great book of the covenant.  There is 
great significance in the final words of this book, great 
significance in what Moses records as his conclusion to all of 
these regulations regarding Old Testament worship. 

v.34-38

We see here,
III. THE GLORIOUS PRESENCE OF GOD.
This is where is all comes together.  This is the whole purpose 

for all these details, even the five chapters I have essential 
skipped, chapters 35-39.  This is the whole purpose of the 
tabernacle, that God would have a place to show forth himself, his 
presence.

This is what makes worship sacred.  This is the distinction 
between the sacred and the profane.  Not that God ever leaves 
us or forsakes us, but that the fullness of his glory is shown forth 
in his presence with us as we worship together as the people of 
God.  As we leave the book of Exodus behind in our study, 
behold, 

A. The greatness of God’s glory in worship.
In the Old Covenant we see we see that presence visibly.  The 
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cloud.
v.34

What are we to think of this, that even Moses couldn’t enter 
the tabernacle because of the glorious presence of God?  Calvin 
remarks with these words,  “The holiness of the tabernacle was 
proved by this signal or pledge, for the people assuredly knew 
that it had not been set up in vain, but that the promise given 
before was actually fulfilled, and that it was chosen to be the 
dwelling-place of God, who would be the Leader and Keeper of 
His people...It is fitly said, that when the tabernacle was covered 
by the cloud, it was at, the same time filled with the glory of God; 
for this was a magnificent distinction, that an earthly edifice 
should be rendered illustrious by a more than heavenly ornament, 
as if God’s majesty were visibly presented to them.  Whereas 
before Moses had been concealed and separated from the 
people by the cloud, its density is now said to have prevented 
even him from entering; thus, then, ought their reverence and 
admiration of the place to have been increased.”

Can you think of the density of God’s glory such that Moses 
was prevented from entering the temple?  What a great thought.  
So full, so majestic, so complete is the fullness of God’s presence 
that even in the symbolic form of a cloud, Moses was unable to 
enter.

Another commentator expresses this so very well,  “But what 
neither Moses nor the most eminent of God's messengers to the 
ancient church through the weakness of nature could endure, we 
can all now do by an exercise of faith; looking unto Jesus, who 
reflected with chastened radiance the brightness of the Father's 
glory; and who, having as the Forerunner for us, entered within 
the veil, has invited us to come boldly to the mercy seat.  While 
Moses was compelled, through the influence of overwhelming 

awe, to stand aloof and could not enter the tabernacle, Christ 
entered into the holy place not made with hands; nay, He is 
Himself the true tabernacle, filled with the glory of God, ever with 
the grace and truth which the [cloud of glory] typified.  What great 
reason we have to thank God for Jesus Christ, who, while He 
Himself was the brightness of the Father's glory, yet exhibited that 
glory in so mild and attractive a manner, as to allure us to draw 
near with confidence and love into the Divine Presence!”

And so beloved, we are in the midst of that cloud!  Right here.  
Right now.  We are in the midst of the glorious presence of God.   
Jesus has told us, “For where two or three are gathered together 
in My name, I am there in the midst of them.”

Here he is.  Like in the OT, not in a visible representation.  Not 
in a visible form.  But still in the reality of truth.  He is here.  And 
our enjoyment of his glory is made evident by the realization that 
our tabernacle of worship today is portrayed as a banquet table, a 
supper table.  And the essence of our worship is that communion 
and fellowship which we have with God in his presence.  And that 
communion is so well portrayed for us in the sign and seal of that 
sacrament we call the Lord’s Supper.

We don’t have a visible cloud.  Maybe you think that would be 
better.  I don’t.  What we have is far better than a cloud.  We have 
an invitation from the Lord to enjoy supper with him.  In 
communion with him.  Eating and drinking.  Even participating in 
an outward manner symbolizing and representing that great 
reality of our spiritual communion with God.

Yet before we do that, just one more encouragement, that 
relating to God’s presence in directing us in all our lives.  It is not 
as if God is detached from the ordinary affairs of our lives, but 
rather the same glory that so fills this place of worship directs us 
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day by day in those common matters of life.  Just as it did for the 
people of Israel in the wilderness,

v.36-38

Thus we see,
B. The greatness of God’s glory in all of life.
The greatness of God’s glory leading us through the 

wilderness of our lives throughout this age.

Isaiah has a marvelous description of this leading of God’s 
glory in,

Is. 58:6  “Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the 
bonds of wickedness, To undo the heavy burdens, To let the 
oppressed go free, And that you break every yoke? 7 Is it not to 
share your bread with the hungry, And that you bring to your 
house the poor who are cast out; When you see the naked, that 
you cover him, And not hide yourself from your own flesh? 8 Then 
your light shall break forth like the morning, Your healing shall 
spring forth speedily, And your righteousness shall go before you; 
The glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9 Then you shall 
call, and the LORD will answer; You shall cry, and He will say, 
‘Here I am.’”

Let me end this morning, and end this whole study of the book 
of Exodus, with a reminder of Moses’ plea that we studies some 
weeks ago, in,

Ex. 33:12 Then Moses said to the LORD, “See, You say to 
me, ‘Bring up this people.’ But You have not let me know whom 
You will send with me. Yet You have said, ‘I know you by name, 
and you have also found grace in My sight.’ 13 "Now therefore, I 
pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, 
that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And 
consider that this nation is Your people." 14 And He said, "My 

Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest." 15 Then he 
said to Him, “If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring 
us up from here.”

How appropriate it is for us to consider that our very lives 
depend upon the blessing of God’s presence directing our paths.  
How very appropriate it is to look upon the people of Israel 
following that cloud of glory by day and the fire by night as they 
moved through the wilderness, and to consider ourselves to be in 
the same position as they.  Thus with Moses, declare yourself to 
God that you will not move forward in life, indeed you are unable 
to do anything in life, unless God himself will be with you.

And as you pray for his presence, as you pray for him to turn 
his face toward you, receive from him the great promise of his 
blessing in granting you that request,

Num. 6:24  “The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 The 
LORD make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to you; 26 
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, And give you 
peace.”
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