
Soli Deo Gloria 
Romans 11:25-36

This chapter concludes the first half of the book of Romans, 
the declaration of the gospel which, as Paul wrote in chapter 1, is 
“the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the 
Jew first and also for the Greek.”  We have worked through 
eleven chapters of exposition about the nature of man in sin and 
the power of God to save him.  And as we’ve emphasized in the 
past three chapters especially, that gospel is for everyone, people 
from all nations, Jew and Gentile alike.   

Rom. 10:12  “For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 
13 For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.”

There is one tree, as we studied last week, representing all 
the covenant people of God from Israel as well as from all the 
other nations of the world.  Thus chapter 11 begins,

v.1  “I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not!”

God has not cast away his people altogether.  This is a 
remnant from Israel according to the election of grace.  And then 
Paul asks,

v.11  “I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? 
Certainly not!”

Israel has not fallen altogether.  There is a remnant, and that 
remnant of Israel plus all the fullness of the Gentiles make up the 
church of Jesus Christ, the covenant people of God.  And that is 
the conclusion we reach this morning, the gospel revealed and 
made known to the whole world.  The mystery revealed.

I. THE MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL OF SALVATION.
v.25

Let’s review that revealed mystery as we tie together the 
whole of these first 12 chapters of Romans.  Paul’s first obvious 
point, as the minister to the Gentiles, is that,

A. The fullness of the Gentiles will be saved.
There is a blindness upon the nation of Israel, as they as a 

whole rejected Jesus the Messiah, clinging instead to the now 
empty traditions of the Old Covenant.  But God’s purpose was 
clear, that all the nations would come to believe in Jesus.  And 
God would see to it, according to his own will and purpose, 
choosing before the foundation of the world all those who would 
believe in Jesus for their salvation.

Thus the great commission is given to the church,
Mat. 28:18  “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and 

on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.”

With that obligation comes this promise,
Acts 1:8  “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.”

That’s why we send missionaries, and support them with our 
giving.  That’s the work of God in this age, and it will continue until 
the end of the age when Jesus returns in triumph and glory.  The 
fullness of the Gentiles will be saved.  Those words clearly refer 
to a definite number, a large definite number.  All those whom 
God has chosen, every one of those whom Jesus calls his sheep.  
They will all be saved, and not one will be lost, by Jesus’ own 
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promise.
John 10:27  “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 

they follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 
29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and 
no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.”

The fullness of the nations will come into the kingdom of God.  
And, along with them, the remnant of Israel.  Or as Paul puts it in,

v.26   “And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:  “The 
Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will turn away ungodliness 
from Jacob.”

B. All Israel will be saved.
“And so…”  Note that the Bible doesn’t say, “and then.”  Paul 

is not saying the the fullness of the Gentiles will be saved now, in 
this age, and then, after this age, in the coming age, the fullness 
of Israel will be saved.  This isn’t speaking about a millennial 
kingdom, or a future event just before the second coming.

The Greek word for “and so” does not refer to the future at all.  
It refers to what has just been said.  So Paul is saying that the 
fullness of the Gentiles will be saved now in this age, and in this 
way, the fullness of Israel will also be saved.  There is one tree, 
as we saw last Sunday.

It is the salvation of the Gentiles that brings the remnant 
among Israel to salvation, through envy.  Go back to,

v.11-14

But what does it mean, “all Israel.”  Verse 26, “all Israel will be 
saved.”  Who among Israel will be saved?  I have three main 
commentaries on Romans that I use in my study, three respected, 
reformed, consistent and conservative commentaries.  One by 

John Calvin, one by John Murray, and the other by William 
Hendricksen.  And the three of them have three different answers 
to this question, regarding who is “all Israel.”  So it’s certainly not 
a settled issue, but let me do my best to explain what I believe is 
the best answer.

First, all Israel could refer to God’s people from the Jews and 
Gentiles, the church of Jesus Christ, which Paul does call in 
Galatians 6:18, the “Israel of God.”  In this sense, “Israel” 
becomes spiritual Israel.  Now, Paul does use Israel in that sense 
other places, but in this context, his point seems to be describing 
the distinction between Israel and the Gentiles, so I don’t believe 
“all Israel” in this context could mean Jews and Gentiles, even 
though that is John Calvin’s view.

Second, “all Israel” could refer to the totality, or the great mass 
of the nation of Israel as a nation, such that Paul would be 
teaching that Israel as a nation would eventually come to 
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.  My favorite commentary 
on Romans, by John Murray, takes this position.  But that seems 
to contradict what Paul has taught in this chapter that God has 
hardened the nation of Israel as a nation, a hardening that means 
condemnation for the nation as a whole.  

It also seems to contradict,
1 Thes.2:14  “For you, brethren, became imitators of the 

churches of God which are in Judea in Christ Jesus. For you also 
suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as they 
did from the Judeans, 15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and their 
own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they do not please 
God and are contrary to all men, 16 forbidding us to speak to the 
Gentiles that they may be saved, so as always to fill up the 
measure of their sins; but wrath has come upon them to the 
uttermost.”
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And so I believe the third option is the best.  “All Israel” refers 
to the fullness of the remnant of Israel, the elect of God among 
Israel.  This view seems most consistent with the whole passage.  
Again,

v.1-5

Having said all that, let’s not forget the real passion of this 
chapter.  The deepest issue for Paul was not theological or 
doctrinal.  It was personal.  Paul’s burden was for the salvation of 
his own people, and I don’t want to preach this chapter in such a 
way that we forget that.  The point is, God has revealed his plan 
for the salvation of Jews and Gentiles.  And Paul’s burden is to 
proclaim that gospel to the world.

It’s a very personal burden.
Rom. 9:1  “I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my 

conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I 
have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart. 3 For I could 
wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my 
countrymen according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom 
pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the 
law, the service of God, and the promises.”

Paul had a burden for the salvation of his own kin.  And that’s 
what this chapter is about.  It’s about salvation.  Some of you 
have a similar burden regarding those whom you may know well 
and love, some within your own family, some you count as 
friends. 

So, let’s not get lost in the great theology of this passage.  
Keep in mind that under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, this 
passage is God’s revelation of his plan of salvation.  The 
encouragement of the chapter is that the fullness of the Jews and 
the fullness of the Gentiles will be saved.  That is God’s plan.

And that salvation means, above all else, the forgiveness of 
sins, which is the promise of the covenant.  Jeremiah describes 
that new covenant with these words,

Jer. 31:33  “But this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law 
in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be My people. 34 “No more shall every man teach 
his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the 
LORD,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the 
greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, 
and their sin I will remember no more.”

And so, with this plan for the salvation of Jews and Gentiles, 
we receive,

II. THE PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS.
God’s promise.

A. Forgiveness is the outworking of God’s covenant 
faithfulness.

In other words, our sins are forgiven because God has 
promised to do so.

v.27

That is focus of God’s covenant promise.  That is the focus of 
the promise of the gospel, the forgiveness of sins.

Col. 1:13  “He has delivered us from the power of darkness 
and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in 
whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 
sins.”

1 John 1:9  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

That is the new covenant, according to Jeremiah.  That is the 
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promise given in Psalm 103, a great Psalm of David,
Ps. 103:8  “The LORD is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, 

and abounding in mercy.  9 He will not always strive with us, Nor 
will He keep His anger forever.  10 He has not dealt with us 
according to our sins, Nor punished us according to our iniquities.  
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, So great is His 
mercy toward those who fear Him; 12 As far as the east is from 
the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.”

That is God’s covenant with his people.  And, further,

B. Forgiveness is the outworking of electing grace.
Paul makes a point of emphasizing again this great, sovereign 

work of God, this eternal plan and purpose of God.
v.28-29

God’s plan, God’s decree is certain.  It doesn’t change.  It is 
irrevocable.  What God has determined he will bring to pass.

Num. 23:19  “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son 
of man, that He should repent.  Has He said, and will He not do?  
Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?”

Or as we read and studied from,
Rom. 8:30  “Moreover whom He predestined, these He also 

called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He 
justified, these He also glorified.”

God’s purpose in the salvation of all his people will stand, it 
will be accomplished.  

v.29  “For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.”
That can’t be changed.  God’s eternal purpose can’t be 

altered.  Those whom he has chosen, elected, will be saved.  
Those whom he has saved won’t be lost.  And all those whom he 
has justified shall enjoy the privilege of the forgiveness of their 

sins.  That is the gospel.  And all of that goes back to the 
revelation and declaration of his grace.  All of that is the 
outworking of his electing grace.

Paul, then, also emphasizes God’s mercy.
C. Forgiveness is the outworking of God’s mercy.
God doesn’t treat us as our sins deserve.  He doesn’t punish 

and condemn when that is what we deserve.  Instead, he is 
merciful!

v.30-32

Interesting, isn’t it, that this mercy of God was emphasized all 
the way back at Mt. Sinai, as we read in,

Ex. 34:5  “Now the LORD descended in the cloud and stood 
with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. 6 And the 
LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD 
God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in 
goodness and truth, 7 keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the 
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the 
children’s children to the third and the fourth generation.”

Thus are all of God’s people saved, their sins forgiven, 
because God is a God of mercy.  And that is the gospel.  So then, 
how should we respond?  Where does all this leave us?  The 
simple answer is that of praise,

III. A SONG OF PRAISE.
A doxology.  And that is how chapter 11 ends.  That’s how this 

comprehensive and glorious exposition of biblical doctrine with 
respect to the gospel comes to an end.  With a song of praise to 
God.  So let’s not get sidetracked by side issues about the nation 
of Israel, as important as those side issues may be.  The point of 
Romans 11 is that God reveals his covenant promise to forgive 
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the sins of his people.  And once you get to that point, how should 
you respond? 

These are some of the most glorious words in all of Scripture. 
v.33-36 

Paul is summarizing this great chapter, this great revelation of 
God’s plan of salvation.  I believe that he is also summarizing all 
that has gone before in Romans, all we have studied for the past 
many months, all we have looked at in chapters 1-11.  And all of 
those chapters have had one great subject--the doctrine of 
salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Beginning with the next chapter, chapter 12, Paul will apply all 
of this doctrine regarding our salvation to our daily Christian lives, 
but before he makes that application, he sings a doxology.  So 
should we.  We should sing his praise.  As we’ve already done 
this morning.  “To God be the glory great things he has done, so 
loved he the world that he gave us his son.”  That’s a start.  

Paul is overwhelmed with the unfathomable depth of the plan 
of salvation which has been the subject of the previous chapters.  
He has unfolded the riches of God’s covenant promises to Israel 
and to the Gentiles.  And his great and fitting climax is not a 
doctrinal summary, but a joyful song. 

Personally, I have loved theology all of my adult life, and I love 
theological thinking and reading, because it draws my mind into 
the presence of Christ, and away from the all the comparably 
petty issues of daily life.  That’s what theology ought to do!  It’s 
not a matter of pride.  It’s not a matter of intellectual 
accomplishment.  It’s not a self-righteous cover for a sinful heart 
and ungodly life.  It’s not a way to win an argument with someone 
who disagrees with you.  It is, rather, an escape from all the 

temporary and corruptible things of this world and an entrance 
into the very mind of God.  And that’s Paul subject of praise.  It is 
his,

A. Reflection upon the glory of the mind of God.
Glory that rises above our own glory, infinitely so!  Glory that 

exceeds our own glory, infinitely so.  Glory that delights in 
something bigger than us, bigger than me, more important than 
me.  That’s what keeps me humble, but not in despair at all.  This 
is what keeps from discouragement, even depression, in the 
midst of a very difficult world in which to live.  Reflection upon the 
glory of the mind of God.

v.33  “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God!”

Such delight there is to be had in considering the wisdom and 
knowledge of God, wisdom and knowledge which he has, in part, 
revealed to us!  As Paul puts it in 1 Cor. 2, we have the mind of 
Christ.  And thus we marvel, with delight.  “Oh, the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!”

And we marvel in humble adoration as this great God who is 
so much greater and bigger than us.  

v.33b  “How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways 
past finding out!”

That’s not a cry of despair, but one of delighting in something 
more important, more significant than yourself.  It’s the humble 
delight in the realization that God is God, the infinite, eternal and 
unchangeable God who, in his mercy and grace, has determined 
to love me!  “How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways 
past finding out!”

Paul goes on to meditate further on the greatness of the glory 
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of this mind of God, declaring with the prophet Isaiah,
v.34-35

Isaiah asks those questions not be stuck in a helpful and 
hopeless experience of meaninglessness and despair, but to find 
his ultimate purpose outside of himself, in the God of the 
universe.  So these questions are intended to lead us to a song of 
praise,

Is. 40:12  “Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His 
hand, Measured heaven with a span And calculated the dust of 
the earth in a measure?  Weighed the mountains in scales And 
the hills in a balance?  13 Who has directed the Spirit of the 
LORD, Or as His counselor has taught Him? 14 With whom did 
He take counsel, and who instructed Him, And taught Him in the 
path of justice? Who taught Him knowledge, And showed Him the 
way of understanding?”

Who?  No one, of course.  And those words from Isaiah 40 
end with such great encouragement,

Is. 40:28  “Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  The 
everlasting God, the LORD, The Creator of the ends of the earth, 
Neither faints nor is weary.  His understanding is unsearchable.  
29 He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no might 
He increases strength.  30 Even the youths shall faint and be 
weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, 31 But those who wait 
on the LORD Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with 
wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall 
walk and not faint.”

That’s what happens when you reflect upon the glory of the 
mind of God.  And, similarly, we this song of praise becomes a,

B. Reflection upon the overriding glory of God himself.
It’s all about him.  Life is all about him.  The purpose in life is 

all about him.  Everything in life is all about him.  And not about 
you, not about me.

v.36

Col. 1:16  “For by Him all things were created that are in 
heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were 
created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, 
and in Him all things consist.”

And our very purpose in life, the reason for our existence, is all 
wrapped up in this sense of the overriding glory of God himself.  
And you will never truly be happy until you come to that 
realization yourself.  I propose to you that that is the greatest 
purpose for all of this study of the doctrine of our salvation in 
these first eleven chapters of Romans.  That you and I might 
come away with a song of praise in our hearts, a song of praise to 
God, with a consuming reflection upon the glory of God himself.

And in a world of such great trouble, that experience should 
be exhilarating.  Delightful. 

May this be your song, the song of your heart and the delight 
of your soul even today, right at this moment.  May these words 
be the words of your heart as you hear the word of God 
proclaimed. 

v.33  “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His 
ways past finding out!”

v.36  “For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to 
whom be glory forever. Amen.”

To him be glory forever.  To God alone be glory.  Soli Deo 
gloria.
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