
Covenant Renewal
Exodus 24:1-18

There are a lot of very famous and extremely important events 
in the life of God’s Old Testament people Israel.  We’ve been 
studying that history for many months now.  There is the Exodus 
itself, leaving Egypt, when the people of God were redeemed 
from the land of slavery.  Then crossing the Red Sea, when they 
were delivered from their enemies.  The giving of the Ten 
Commandments at Mt. Sinai, when they became a nation.  There 
will be many more big events for the people of Israel--the 
wandering in the wilderness, conquering the promised land under 
Joshua, getting their first king, building the temple, and then the 
judgments of exile.  This morning we come to another event 
equally important but often overlooked.   Here is the ceremony 
confirming the covenant which God has made with his people, a 
covenant renewal service that teaches us a great deal about our 
own covenant relationship with God.

Remember the essence of that covenant, God’s promise to 
Abraham, “I will be your God and you will be my people.”  The 
covenant establishes that relationship, and we call it the covenant 
of grace, for God has instituted the covenant, God has 
determined and defined the stipulations of the covenant.  And, 
amazingly, God has provided for atonement of sins and continued 
blessing for his covenant people who break those stipulations.  In 
the covenant of grace, the blessings of the covenant are 
promised even to those who are disobedient.  So never think of 
this covenant as a covenant of works in which the people had to 
earn or merit God’s favor in order to achieve his blessing.  And 
never think of this Old Testament covenant relationship between 
God and his people as something inherently different than the 
relationship we have today with God as his covenant people.  The 
outward administration of the covenant is certainly different, but 

the essence of the covenant remains precisely the same.

So as we study Exodus 24, we are not merely studying the 
relationship of Israel with their God, but the focus is actually our 
covenant relationship with God today.  In that context, we begin 
with a description of,

I. THE GOD OF THE COVENANT.
And what a great God he is.  So great his people were always 

conscious of his glory whenever they entered his presence.  That 
was particularly true here at Mt. Sinai.  Just look at,

v.1-2

There was a reason for that reserve, for here at Mt. Sinai 
especially we see,

A. The glory of God revealed.
v.9-11

The sapphire was one of the most beautiful and valuable of 
precious stones, light blue color chosen often to describe the 
throne of God.  It is similar to the great vision of Ezekiel,

Ez. 1:26  “And above the expanse over their heads there was 
the likeness of a throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated 
above the likeness of a throne was a likeness with a human 
appearance. 27 And upward from what had the appearance of his 
waist I saw as it were gleaming metal, like the appearance of fire 
enclosed all around. And downward from what had the 
appearance of his waist I saw as it were the appearance of fire, 
and there was brightness around him.  28 Like the appearance of 
the bow that is in the cloud on the day of rain, so was the 
appearance of the brightness all around.  Such was the 
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And when I 
saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one speaking.”
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At the very least, this image gives us a prelude of Jesus who 
would himself come in the flesh, for in Christ God as appeared to 
man with his incarnation.  In Christ, God the son became a man 
and took a human nature inseparably joined to his own divinity.

Col. 2:9  “For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.”

Such a vision is quite similar to what John saw in his glimpse 
of heaven, recorded in,

Rev.4:1  “After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open 
in heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me 
like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what 
must take place after this.” 2 At once I was in the Spirit, and 
behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. 
3 And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and 
carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that had the 
appearance of an emerald. 4 Around the throne were twenty-four 
thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, 
clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. 5 
From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and 
peals of thunder, and before the throne were burning seven 
torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, 6 and before 
the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal.  And 
around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living 
creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: 7 the first living 
creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third 
living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living 
creature like an eagle in flight. 8 And the four living creatures, 
each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, 
and day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” 9 And 
whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to 
him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 
the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the 
throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast 

their crowns before the throne, saying, 11 “Worthy are you, our 
Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you 
created all things, and by your will they existed and were 
created.” 

There is the glory of God.  And there is a vision of God.  
Moses saw essentially the same thing.  He saw glory.

v.13-18

But he didn’t just see something.  He heard something, too.  
When God reveals his glory, he speaks.  And so the point of all of 
this was for Moses to be the recipient of,

B. The word of God spoken.
We read in,
v.3  “Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord 

and all the judgments.”
v.7  “Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in the 

hearing of the people.”

And most specifically,
v.12  “Then the Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the 

mountain and be there, and I will give you tablets of stone, and 
the law and commandments, which I have written that you may 
teach them.”

You see, God didn’t merely speak.  He had his spoken word 
written down, so that we could have a permanent record of it!  So 
that we, too, could hear God speak.

Consider the words of,
Ps. 29: 3   “The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God 

of glory thunders, the Lord, over many waters. 4  The voice of the 
Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 5  The 
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voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks the cedars of 
Lebanon. 6  He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, and Sirion like 
a young wild ox. 7  “The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of 
fire. 8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord 
shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 9  The voice of the Lord makes 
the deer give birth and strips the forests bare, and in his temple 
all cry, “Glory!”

That Psalm begins with these words,
Ps.  29:1   “Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to 

the Lord glory and strength. 2  Ascribe to the Lord the glory due 
his name; worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness.” 

That’s what we do, we who are,

II. THE PEOPLE OF THE COVENANT.
We worship.  And that is an accurate description of,

A. The worship of God’s covenant people.
We listen to his voice.  And the ascribe to him the glory due 

his name.  That is what worship is all about.  And that is what is 
happening here in Exodus 24 as the people of God meet with 
their covenant God at Mt. Sinai,

v.4-5

They built an altar, for the prescribed sacrifices of Old 
Testament worship.  They built twelve pillars, showing forth their 
unity and corporate nature as a body of God’s people.  And they 
offered their sacrifices, burnt offerings and peace offerings.  
These were given as a testimony of their faith, a testimony to their 
commitment, their whole life offered up in the represented form of 
a burnt offering given wholly and completely to God.  The burnt 
offering showing forth their whole hearted devotion to God, and 
the peace offering expressing their communion with God.  That’s 

worship.  Then and now, only now we don’t have animals.  Our 
burnt offering is now expressed by the words of,

Rom. 12:1  “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies 
of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”

And our peace offering?  What is that peace offering of us 
today?  I believe it is the banquet table around which also feast, in 
communion with Christ.  It is the Lord’s table, where he is present 
with us, and where we eat his bread and drink his blood, a 
sacramental symbol of the communion that really does exist 
between a holy God and his redeemed people, whom he calls 
worshippers!

1Cor. 10:16  “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the 
communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is 
it not the communion of the body of Christ?”

And then, so obvious here with the people of God at Mt. Sinai, 
we have the aspect of worship dealing with our commitment.  Our 
consecration.  Our dedication and devotion.  Our obedience.  This 
significant event in the covenant renewal of God’s people clearly 
includes the commitment of obedience.  

B. The commitment of obedience of God’s covenant 
people.

v.3
Then also, v.7

I have heard this verse explained with a very great 
misunderstanding, as if the people of God were here rejecting the 
covenant of grace and placing themselves under a covenant of 
works, as if they had to obey these laws in order to obtain or 
maintain their status as God’s covenant people.  As if there was 
some merit before God in their obedience, something they earned 
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by their own faithfulness, something that contradicts the whole 
nature of grace.

I’ve heard it explained such that the doctrines of grace and the 
commitment of obedience to the law are somehow contradictory.  
Or even in some great tension.  I’ve heard the doctrines of grace 
proclaimed in such a way that God’s people are never exhorted 
unto obedience, that someone the call to obey the law violates 
the biblical teaching on grace.

And yet, I believe that teaching simply reflects the great errors 
of our age, in which people are seldom, if ever, called upon to 
make commitments of obedience.  The whole notion of making 
commitments is foreign to our culture.  We might make a promise, 
“I’ll try my best.”  But we hesitate or even refuse to declare to the 
Lord, “All that you have said we will do.  We will obey.”  

We reject that sort of obligation and duty as if it were a 
violation of biblical teaching, and some go so far as to deny any 
sense of duty or obligation.  And so when the question is asked, 
are Christians obligated to obey the ten commandments, we 
hesitate.  We wonder.  Do we have a duty to obey the law?  Why 
yes, of course we do!  

You see, the fact that God, by his grace, has redeemed us and 
called us to be his children does not remove our obligation to 
obey.  Rather, those bonds of family relationship are the context 
for that obedience.  Redemption is of grace.  By grace.  Salvation 
is work of God’s grace.  God didn’t save us because of anything 
we have done.  Or because of anything we might do.  He saved 
us because, in love, he chose to save us.  But that doctrine of 
salvation by grace doesn’t cancel the duty and obligation to do 
the good works of obedience to the law.  Rather, it is the context 
and actually the ground upon which the exhortation is given.  As 

Paul writes in,
Titus 2:11  “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 

salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness 
and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and 
godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, 
the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 
possession who are zealous for good works. 15 Declare these 
things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard 
you.” 

 The grace of God appeared, training us to renounce 
ungodliness.  The grace of God appeared, teaching us to obey 
the law.  The love of God appeared, calling us to be holy as he is 
holy.  

There is no contradiction.  God saved us, not because of any 
work of righteousness that we have done in obedience to the law.  
And he saved us in order to make us worshipers.  And our 
worship is expressed by the commitment to obey him.

So these words uttered by the people of God at Mt. Sinai are 
words that you and I ought to utter in our lives and in our worship, 
too.

v.3  “All the words which the LORD has said we will do.”
v.7  “All that the LORD has said we will do, and be obedient.” 

The call of God is not that we will try our best, one day at a 
time.  The call of God is that we will promise to obey him.  It is the 
call of commitment.  It is a vow.  Similarly, when two people get 
married, we don’t ask a man and a woman to try their best to be 
faithful to each other.  We don’t call them to try to love each other 
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one day at a time as best they can.  We call them to a 
commitment.  A commitment of exclusive faithfulness.  And love.  
“For better or for worse.”  “As long as we both shall live.”

It is that sort of commitment to which we as Christians are 
called, we who are saved by grace.  But, you might say, “I can’t 
do it.”  Yet to that objection, in one sense, I would say, “Yes you 
can.”  By God’s grace and with his help, “Yes you can.”  As a 
Christian, you can never claim that you cannot obey God, for 
what God commands you to do he enables you to do.  So when 
you fail, it is not God’s fault, but your own. 

It is the non-Christian who is truly unable to obey, for it is the 
non-Christian who is dead in his sins.  It is the non-Christian who 
cannot understand God and cannot serve God.  But the Christian 
is given that ability.  In any given situation, you are able not to sin.  
Because you have been saved by grace, you are not under the 
curse of the law.  You are not under the dominion of the law.  You 
are not a slave to the law.  You are freed from that slavery, and 
therefore enabled to obey.  And therefore called to obey.  

You might also respond, however, I have failed.  And because 
of your failure, you refuse to make the commitment, and therein is 
the foolishness of our age creeping into the teaching of the 
church and into the lives of Christians.

You have failed to obey the law, perfectly.  So have I.  Daily.  
In thought, word and deed.  And if you don’t agree with that, then I 
need to speak to you as Jesus spoke to the Pharisees, for you 
have both misunderstood the duties and obligations of the law 
and misjudged the motives and desires of your own heart.  Jesus 
says,

Mat. 5:17  “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 
an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 
19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and 
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 
For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.”

Then after an exposition of several of the ten commandments 
in which he intensifies and personalizes the demands of those 
laws, he concludes,

Mat. 5:48  “You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.”

And so the universal reality is that though we CAN obey the 
law in any particular situation because of the ability God works in 
us, we actually do not.  And so, in that sense, we are unable to 
keep the law perfectly.  

1 John 1:8  “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us.”

So what should you do?  Reject the law?  Refuse to commit 
yourself to obedience to the law?  Reject any notion of continuing 
obligation and duty to obey the law, claiming instead the doctrine 
of grace?  No.  

The right solution to that dilemma is so clearly portrayed for us 
here in Exodus 24.  In this covenant renewal ceremony, the 
covenant people of God commit themselves to full and complete 
obedience.  That is the only appropriate and acceptable way to 
respond to the glory of God’s spoken word.  That is our covenant 
responsibility.  But with that covenant commitment, there is this 
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great and glorious demonstration of grace.  Namely,

III. THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT.
In the Old Testament, that meant,

A. The death of animals.
v.5

There was a reason for that.  The nature of the covenant 
required death as the penalty for breaking the covenant.  And the 
shedding of blood represents death.  So the blood of the animals 
was the penalty of death required to satisfy the demands of the 
covenant.

And in the covenant of grace, God provides for the death of a 
substitute in place of the covenant breaker.  Hence, the animals.  
And so we read as the summary of those Old Testament 
sacrifices,

Lev. 17:11  “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have 
given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for 
it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.”

The death of animals was the representative death of the 
covenant breaker.  And, therefore, it is the blood of those animals 
that provides for forgiveness.  You see, in the covenant of grace, 
it is not that the duty and obligation of the law is removed from 
God’s covenant people, but that the provision for blessing is 
provided to God’s people even in the event of their disobedience.

Thus in Leviticus, “the blood that makes atonement by the 
life,” becomes in the book of Hebrews,

Heb. 9:22  “Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified 
with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness of sins.”

But the blood there is not the blood of animals, it is the blood 
of Jesus Christ.  And the blood of the covenant is no longer the 
shed blood of animal sacrifices poured out upon a Jewish altar, 
but the blood of the new covenant is the blood of God’s own son 
incarnate.

Heb. 9:11  “But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the 
good things that have come, then through the greater and more 
perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 
he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the 
blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus 
securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if the sprinkling of defiled 
persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a 
heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much 
more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God. 15 Therefore he is the 
mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has 
occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed 
under the first covenant.”

The symbolism of the Old Covenant continues, with,

B. The sprinkling of blood.
v.6

But the blood wasn’t sprinkled only on the altar!
v.8

Why the people?  Why were they sprinkled?  As an act of 
cleansing.  Cleansing by the blood.  Blood in the Old Covenant 
that pictured for us the blood of the new covenant.  And that blood 
was Jesus’ own blood.
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Thus the great promise of forgiveness.
1 John 1:7  “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin.”

So beloved, the application of Exodus 24 to your own life is 
very simple and very direct.  In the simplicity of New Covenant 
worship, we worship God exactly as the Israelites did with their 
Old Testament shadows.  In other words, behold the glory of God.  
Listen to his voice.  By faith, trust in the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  If you have never done 
that before, do it now!  

And commit yourselves to the obedience to the law by which 
you love and honor him for the grace that he has bestowed upon 
you.  Commit yourself to the obedience of the law knowing that,

Eph. 1:7  “In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.”  
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