
It’s Not My Fault 
Rom. 9:19-24

I want you to remember back to the sermon last week, or at 
least to the verse that was so emphasized, verse 11, referring to 
the twin sons of Isaac and Rebecca,

v.11 “…(for the children not yet being born, nor having done 
any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election 
might stand, not of works but of Him who calls), 12 it was said to 
her, “The older shall serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob 
I have loved, but Esau I have hated.”

The emphasis of Paul’s teaching here in Romans 9 is quite 
plain, and though it might seem strange to our ears and therefore 
difficult to accept, it is not a difficult concept to understand.  And I 
want you to understand that concept not because I want to win a 
theological argument, but because this whole subject of election 
allows you to rightly and properly understand the very mind of 
God.  And allows you rightly to appreciate his grace, that you 
might praise him for it.  But I admit, it is a doctrine often rejected 
because it seems so foreign to our 21st century American ears, 
“that the purpose of God according to election might stand.”

God chose Jacob according to that purpose of election.  
Jacob, not Esau.  Paul writes of that same purpose of election in 
Ephesians 1, broadening the focus to all of those whom God calls 
to be his covenant people.  

Eph. 1:11  “In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all 
things according to the counsel of His will.”

Notice the accumulate of so many words referring to the same 
idea, namely the purpose or decree of God.  We were 
predestined, Paul says.  Chosen in Christ “before the foundation 

of the world” according to verse 4 of that chapter, “according to 
the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His 
grace” according to verses 5 and 6.  The good pleasure of his will.  
And back in verse 11, “the counsel of his will.”  This is nothing 
less than the absolute and unchangeable determination and plan 
of God by which all things come to pass.  His decree, as the 
language of our catechisms identifies.  Question 7 of the Shorter 
Catechism, “The decrees of God are his eternal purpose, 
according to the counsel of his will, whereby, for his own glory, he 
hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.”

So we are right in the middle of all of that here in Romans 9.  
And I want to grapple with these things because they are so 
plainly stated in the Bible.  But I want to do today what I also did 
last week, namely, to answer the objections that are so often 
raised to this whole subject of election and predestination.  And 
please notice, Paul raises the questions himself so that he can 
provide a good answer!  He is a consummate teacher here, 
anticipating the objections that would come, and rather than 
ignore those questions or be irritated by them, he answers them 
in a plain and straightforward way.  That is, as well, my intention 
this morning.

We looked at the first question last week, the first objection.  It 
is a reasonable question that deserves a good answer.  The 
objection is simply “That’s not fair.”

v.14  “What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with 
God?”

The short answer is no, but Paul adds some helpful reasoning.  
v.15  “For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whomever I 

will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will 
have compassion.” 16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of 
him who runs, but of God who shows mercy.”
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The point is that God’s mercy is not a duty he is obligated to 
fulfill.  He does’t have to show mercy to anyone.  And if he shows 
kindness to one person, he is not obligated to show that same 
mercy to everyone.  It really is as simple as that.  “I will have 
mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion 
on whomever I will have compassion.”  That mercy is an act of his 
grace, not an obligation of duty.  The question of fairness or 
righteous doesn’t even really apply, since he has no obligation to 
show mercy to anyone.  The fact that he shows mercy to anyone 
is actually the point, to the glory of His grace.

So is it fair that he chose Jacob and not Esau?  Well, Esau got 
what he deserved, didn’t he?  Nothing unfair about that.  What is 
left is just the amazing realization that Jacob was shown grace, 
with God under no obligation to do so.  That is the glory of his 
grace.  So that’s the first question, the first objection.  This 
morning we come to a second objection.  It is,

I. THE QUESTION OF PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
In other words,
v.19

We can put that question another way, I think.  Or put it is an 
attempted defense by the unbeliever who might be prone to 
respond to God, “It’s not my fault.”  Do you see that question?  
“Why does He still find fault”?  How can God still find fault with 
someone for their sin, if God is the one who chooses the objects 
of his love according to his own purpose of election?  If you 
believe in election, then how can you say that an unbeliever, a 
sinner, can be held accountable for his sin?

Again, that’s a good question.  That’s a reasonable question.  
And a question that can be directly answered.  And let me begin 
the answer to that question by affirming one premise upon which 

the question is based, namely that God’s will can’t be “resisted.”
v.19  “Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted His 

will?”

So, to be clear, the answer to that second question is no one.  
No one can actually defy God’s will, or do something contrary to 
God’s will, as long as you understand and define God’s will 
according to this context.  It is God’s purpose, the counsel of his 
will.  Going back to Ephesians 1:11, God “works all things 
according to the counsel of His will.”  All things.  That means 
everything.  Everything that happens takes place “according to 
the counsel of His will.”  And no one can defy that decree by 
acting contrary to it.  

A. God’s secret will comes to pass exactly as He has 
determined.

So who has resisted his will?  Well, with this awareness of the 
definition of God’s will, no one has resisted it.  

But a very important distinction needs to be made, the 
distinction between God’s secret will and God’s revealed will.  
God’s secret will is what we have been talking about here in 
Romans 9.  God’s eternal purpose.  The counsel of his will.  But 
sometimes we use the phrase God’s will to refer to his revealed 
will, namely the law which he has explicitly revealed and 
specifically defined.  So, do not murder.  That is God’s revealed 
will.  Do not commit adultery.  Do not steal.  Do not bear false 
witness.  That is God’s revealed will.  And many people violate 
God’s revealed will.  Actually, to one degree or another, everyone 
does, including you and me.  It’s called sin.  Every time we sin, 
every time we break one of God’s laws, we violate his revealed 
will.

So this distinction between God’s secret will and his revealed 
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will has to be understood.  And let me prove to you that that isn’t 
something I made up myself.

Deut. 29:29  “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, 
but those things which are revealed belong to us and to our 
children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.”

This is key for your understanding in so many ways, beginning 
with the realization that this secret will belongs to the Lord.  It is 
secret.  You don’t know it.  I don’t know it.  And we are not 
supposed to spend our time trying to figure it out.  It belongs to 
the Lord.  

But we are supposed to try to figure out his revealed will, and 
keep it!  “Those things which are revealed belong to us and to our 
children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.”  And, in 
fact,

B. God’s secret will does not eliminate our responsibility 
regarding his revealed will.

So when you ask, “Why does He still find fault? For who has 
resisted His will?”, the answer begins with this easy to grasp 
point, that God does hold us responsible with regard to his 
revealed will.  And when we violate his revealed will, when we 
break the law, he finds fault!

So please keep that distinction in your mind always when you 
consider these questions about God’s will.  It makes a difference 
whether the reference is to his secret will or his revealed will, and 
we are responsible to obey what he has revealed.

But Paul’s answer goes on from there, it goes deeper, we 
might say.   Paul answers that question about our responsibility in 
light of his eternal decree but asking a question of his own.  It is a 
question that gets at the very heart of this matter of God’s secret 

will and eternal purpose.  Some people don’t like this answer.  
Some other people present the answer with an unnecessary 
harshness as to miss the point, I believe, that Paul is making 
here, and that point is,

II. THE DECLARATION OF GOD’S SOVEREIGN 
AUTHORITY.

Now, some people hear “sovereign authority” as something 
very unkind, extremely capricious, every mean-spirited, and 
entirely unbecoming as an attribute of God.  So let me try to 
explain it with a bit more care and sensitivity than that.  The point 
is that God is sovereign.  That is to say, he doesn’t answer to us.  
He is not accountable to us.  He is not under our authority, or 
even subject to our evaluation or review.  And I want to present 
that to you as a very healthy aspect of our relationship with God, 
because it defends and promotes the distinction between God as 
creator and we are his creatures.

A. We must recognize and embrace the distinction 
between the creator and the creature.

Otherwise, you don’t recognize God at all.  Because he is not 
one of us.  He’s not a creature.  If God is one of us, and thus 
accountable to us, then he is not God.  That’s the thrust of this 
distinction.  And that is where Paul goes when answering this 
question about God finding fault with our sin despite that fact that 
he brings all things to pass according to his own secret will.

 v.20

I don’t want to read those words with an unnecessary 
harshness, but rather as a declaration of the glory of God himself.  
That glory requires that we see ourselves rightly, not with a 
harmful and unholy self-loathing, but rather with a proper humility 
that recognizes our rightful place in the presence of God.  We are 
the thing formed.  We are the creature, the work of his hands, and 
he is the craftsman.  And when all is said and done, that’s where 
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we are left.  In terms of our own creation and existence, we 
cannot complain against God nor grumble, as if he were 
accountable to us.  We are not his equals.

Hear God’s judgment upon the unfaithful nation of Israel as we 
read in, 

Is. 29:13  “Therefore the Lord said:  “Inasmuch as these 
people draw near with their mouths And honor Me with their lips, 
But have removed their hearts far from Me, And their fear toward 
Me is taught by the commandment of men, 14 Therefore, behold, 
I will again do a marvelous work Among this people, A marvelous 
work and a wonder; For the wisdom of their wise men shall 
perish, And the understanding of their prudent men shall be 
hidden.”  15 Woe to those who seek deep to hide their counsel far 
from the LORD, And their works are in the dark; They say, “Who 
sees us?” and, “Who knows us?”  16 Surely you have things 
turned around!  Shall the potter be esteemed as the clay; For 
shall the thing made say of him who made it, “He did not make 
me”?  Or shall the thing formed say of him who formed it, “He has 
no understanding”?

We are the clay, God is the potter.  And that distinction is a 
foundational element of our knowledge and understanding of 
God.  So we have no place to complain against God as if he did 
something wrong with respect to us.

v.20  “Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, “Why 
have you made me like this?”

That is not an objection which we ought to raise in an 
unbelieving challenge of God’s sovereign authority.  But Paul, 
then, continues with a bit more explanation to focus on God’s 
mercy.  So the emphasis is not upon the bare exercise of God’s 
authority, apart from the context of his mercy.  The point here, I 
believe, is that his mercy is the greatest revelation of his glory, 

because it is mercy bestowed upon those who are undeserving.  
And the whole point of this focus upon God’s election and 
sovereignty is to emphasize that the focal point of all that is his 
gracious choice to be merciful.  The words “I will have mercy on 
whom I will have mercy” do not refer to a bare sovereignty that 
leaves you unmoved by the glory of God, but rather they refer to 
the fullness of glory in choosing those who will be the objects of 
his mercy.  So great is his glory!  Or as Paul puts it in Ephesians 
1, 

Eph. 1:3  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before Him.”

That’s the focus here.

B. We must recognize and embrace God’s right to choose 
the objects of his mercy.

Because it is that choice that shows forth the glory of his 
grace.  

v.21

The point is not to argue about whether or not it is fair that 
God chose to love some but not others; the point is not to try to 
deny our responsibility before him.  Rather the point is to marvel 
with absolute wonder and grateful amazement that God would 
love you and show his mercy to you, you who love the Lord 
Jesus.  Amazing love, how can it be, that thou my God should die 
for me.  Amazing love, how can it be?  That’s the right question to 
ask.  Marveling that God would choose you to be the object of his 
mercy.

Now, before I move on, let me emphasize that all this is for 

Page  of 4 6



Christians, for believers.  This is to help you who are a believer to 
better know and love the God who has saved you by his grace.  If 
you are not a believer, if you don’t trust in Jesus for your 
salvation, then the invitation of the gospel is clearly for you, 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved!  You don’t need to 
try to figure out if God has chosen you or not, because that is part 
of the secret will that has not been revealed.  What has been 
revealed is this, 

Rom. 10:9  “…that if you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation…13 For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall 
be saved.””

One more thought in all this, as we seek to understand what 
Paul is teaching us here in Romans 9.  One more level of 
explanation in Paul’s answer to the questions being asked about 
God’s purpose of election.  Last week we looked at Pharaoh as a 
personal example of one whom God had not chosen, but 
hardened, noting,

v.17  “For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, “For this very 
purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, 
and that My name may be declared in all the earth.” 18 Therefore 
He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens.”

I want to return to that idea again this morning, the idea of 
God’s power.  His divine power that he seeks to proclaim and 
declare in all the earth.  Look with me at,

v.22-23

We see in those verses, 
III. THE REALIZATION OF GOD’S DISPLAY OF HIS DIVINE 

POWER.

God is displaying his power, his divine power, his sovereign 
power.  But notice how that power is shown forth, with reference 
to those whom he doesn’t choose, those who are, according to 
verse 21, vessels for dishonor.  His power is displayed by his 
exercise of patience, long-suffering.  Look at those words again,

v.22  “What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His 
power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of 
wrath prepared for destruction…?”

A. God reveals his glory by his long-suffering toward the 
objects of his judgment.

Why did God raise up Pharaoh?  Answer—in order to 
demonstrate his long-suffering forbearance upon a wicked and 
rebellious ruler among men.  Was Pharaoh a vessel of wrath 
prepared for destruction?  Yes, that is what those words say and 
what they must mean.  Did God choose Pharaoh to be the object 
of wrath and judgment just like he did Esau?  Yes, he certainly 
did.  Was that fair too Pharaoh?  Well, yes.  Pharaoh wasn’t 
without guilt, he rebelled against God.  He got what he deserved.  
So did Esau. There is nothing unfair about that, nothing 
unrighteous in that.  

But still, nonetheless, God shows his forbearance.  His 
patience.  His long-suffering.  And why does he do that?  How is 
that a revelation of his glory?  Because even his long-suffering to 
the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction is a declaration of 
his intention and purpose of salvation.  So God is still long-
suffering, isn’t he?  He hasn’t yet brought judgment and 
destruction to this world in which we live, has he?  And why not?  
Peter tells us.

2 Peter 3:8  “But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that 
with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, 
as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not 
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willing that any should perish but that all should come to 
repentance.”

The warning follows immediately,
2 Peter 3:10  “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 

the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and 
the works that are in it will be burned up.”

There will be a judgment upon this world, but still we learn this 
about what brings God delight, the salvation of the lost.  So he “is 
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that 
all should come to repentance.”  Indeed, all those to whom he has 
chosen to show mercy will be saved, according to that mercy.  
And surely that is the greatest revelation of God’s glory, 
demonstrated in his willingness to be so long-suffering, so patient, 
in restraining his judgment until the completion of his work of 
salvation.  Thus, as we also read in Romans 9,

B. God reveals his glory by his mercy toward the objects 
of his love.

And that is Paul’s conclusion to this long answer to that 
understandable question posed in verse 19.  Here is the answer, 
the revelation of his will why he endures so long with the vessels 
of wrath prepared for destruction,

v.23-24

This discriminating mercy of God is nothing less than the 
revelation of his glory. “I will have mercy on whomever I will have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will have 
compassion.”  That mercy is extended to the whole world, that is, 
Jew and Gentile.  That’s the subject we will come to next in this 
chapter, but for today the purpose is clear, and evident.  This is 
the glory of God, the riches of his glory, as Paul puts it in verse 

23, that he would have mercy upon the objects of his love, those 
whom he has determined to love according to the counsel of his 
own will.  And that determination to love is all of grace, it has 
nothing to do with us or anything about us.

And so we who believe in Jesus are left to marvel, not that 
God didn’t show mercy to someone else, but that he did show 
mercy to me.

Eph. 1:3  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons 
by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His 
will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made 
us accepted in the Beloved.”
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