
Waiting for Glory
Romans 8:18-25

We have a shift in our text this morning, a shift in thought from 
all that has gone before.  Paul has given the church at Rome, and 
all God’s people, such great encouragement.  “There is therefore 
now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus,” he has 
declared as chapter 8 began.  And then, the establishment of our 
family relationship with God in verse 16, “The Spirit Himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, 
then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.” 

So we are children of a father who has loved us.  And will 
always love us.  Thus we are joint-heirs with Jesus of all that he 
will inherit as the only-begotten son, namely the whole world.  And 
with that in inheritance in mind, Paul makes a very interesting 
transitional comment in verse 17…

v.16  “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we 
are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we 
may also be glorified together.”

You might wonder why Paul introduces the subject of suffering 
at that point.  It seems out of place.  He’s been talking about the 
freedom from sin we enjoy as Christians, and then emphasizes 
the power and work of the Holy Spirit.  For example,

v.11  “He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to 
your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.”

And then, almost strangely, after announcing that we are joint 
heirs with Christ, he qualifies that promise of eternal glory with 
this phrase at the end of,

v.17. “…if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be 
glorified together.”  

That serves as the transition to our subject this morning,
v.18

The subject of suffering may seem to be a surprising transition 
here, but it is a consistent theme for the Apostle Paul.  His 
consistent teaching is that our current experience of suffering is 
very much connected with our expectation of future glory.  For 
example,

Phil. 1:29  “For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, 
not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake.”

And speaking about gaining Christ in the context of personal 
salvation, he writes,

Phil. 3:10  “…that I may know Him and the power of His 
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 
conformed to His death, 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the 
resurrection from the dead.”

The fellowship of his sufferings!  And in a personal way, he 
even declares,  

Col. 1:24  “I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in 
my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of 
His body, which is the church.”

So what do we learn about suffering in our text this morning?  
The answer to that question is in the contrast that is expressed, 
the contrast between present suffering and future glory.

v.18

Paul’s main point in this context is to look forward to that 
future glory, with anticipation.

I. ANTICIPATING OUR FUTURE GLORY.
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There is a lot about our present lives that requires our 
attention.  There are a lot of duties and responsibilities with 
respect to normal, everyday life.  And in those ordinary 
experiences of life, suffering is inevitable.  You can’t escape it.  
And that is why Paul is encouraging us to look forward with 
anticipation.  And the encouragement is quite simple and straight 
forward.  We are given the promise of,

A. Freedom from the bondage of our mortal bodies.
Again, I don’t need to convince you of this point.  Our bodies 

are mortal.  They are corruptible.  They are flesh, decaying and 
dying flesh.  In a very minor example, I spent the day yesterday 
working on my deck, as I so enjoy doing.  And while 8-10 hour 
days of physical labor are still enjoyable for me, at age 60 my 
body is now much more sore the next day.  I can’t physically work 
like I did when I was younger.  And obviously, that trend will 
continue in the years to come.  Our bodies are mortal.  This 
COVID pandemic has brought that reality home to our world in a 
way unlike anything that we who are alive have ever experienced. 

Our bodies are weak, and subject to sickness, disease, injury 
and ultimately death.  You can’t escape that reality, which is why 
Paul uses the word bondage in verse 21, “the bondage of 
corruption.”  And our hope, our anticipation, is freedom from that 
bondage.  

v.21

So it is that our salvation is not simply the salvation of our 
souls.  It is also the salvation of our body.  God’s work of 
redemption means that he will redeem both body and soul, and 
eternal life means that we will live forever with a new body united 
to our glorified soul.  And Paul actually calls that final stage of our 
redemption “adoption.”

v.23. “…eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our 

body.” 
So it is that the resurrection of the body is our ultimate hope 

and goal, the ultimate purpose for our adoption.  And that hope of 
the resurrection is a necessary and fundamental part of the 
gospel and of our Christian faith, as is made plain in,

1 Cor.15:42  “So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body 
is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 43 It is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power. 44 It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 
There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 45 And so it 
is written, “The first man Adam became a living being.” The last 
Adam became a life-giving spirit.”

1 Cor. 15:50  “Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit 
incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52 in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has 
put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is 
swallowed up in victory.”

That’s our great hope as Christians when we will receive a 
body raised from the dead incorruptible!  And truly that is the final 
triumph, when “death is swallowed up in victory.”  For believers, 
that means freedom from the bondage of our mortal bodies, this 
flesh and blood.  And freedom from something else, too.

B. Freedom from the bondage of our sinfulness.
Look again at,
v.21
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What is that glorious liberty?  I believe it is the freedom from 
our sinfulness, and I’ll let Paul himself explain what he means by 
liberty in,

2 Cor. 3:17  “Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by 
the Spirit of the Lord.”

So that’s true liberty, true freedom, being transformed into the 
image of Jesus.  In other words, being freed from sin.  And that is 
God’s ultimate purpose, even as we read later in this chapter,

v.29  “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of His Son.” 

1 John 3:2  “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has 
not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when 
He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is.”

Beloved, that is freedom, true freedom, the best freedom.  
Freed some sin entirely, and thus we shall be like Jesus.  But 
there’s a catch.  We have to wait.  And that is Paul’s emphasis 
here in Romans 8.

II. WAITING FOR OUR FUTURE GLORY.
It’s ours, but not yet.  And that means we have to struggle, to 

suffer.  To use Paul’s word, we groan.  Such a descriptive word, 
isn’t it?  As we wait for our future glory, the chief description of life 
here and now is groaning.  But notice something quite significant 
here, it is not only we who groan.  Actually, the whole of creation 
groans.  Every creature groans.  The reality of our lives now, in 
this age, is that we are,

A. Groaning with all the creatures.
And that is because all of creation has been subjected to the 

curse which God imposed because of man’s sin.  And that curse 
includes things like hurricanes, and deadly fires.  It includes 
suffering endured by all creatures, creatures God made to be 
good, in a world in which none of the animals died.  Animals didn’t 
start dying until Adam sinned.  They, all the other creatures, share 
in this groaning.  All of creation is waiting for Jesus to return to 
redeem his chosen people, because when God makes us perfect 
and frees us from the bondage of our mortal bodies, he will renew 
the whole world!  So until that time, our groaning is shared by the 
other creatures God has made.  Isn’t that what Paul is saying?

v.19

Creation as a whole is waiting for our redemption!
v.20-21

The point there is that all creation will be redeemed, in terms 
of being freed from the curse of death.  It is not that the animals 
sinned, and are then saved, like we are.  No, in verse 20 he says 
that the suffering and groaning of all the creatures was not done 
“willingly,” or according to their will or as the consequence of any 
act of their will.  They didn’t choose to sin.  They are not moral 
creatures, for that moral character is what separates us from all 
the other animals as human beings created in God’s image.  The 
animals are not created in God’s image.  And they don’t suffer 
because of their sin, on account of their sin.  They suffer because 
of man’s sin.  And they groan as they wait for God to remove the 
curse of death imposed upon all creation because of the sin of 
Adam.

Again, v.20-21
The implication of that is that there will be creatures in heaven, 

animals, to be sure.  And at that point, none of them will ever die, 
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for all the animals will even be freed from the futility of death.  In 
that way, they will share in “the glorious liberty of the children of 
God.”  They, too, will be freed from the curse of death.  And until 
then, they, too, will groan in anticipation.

B. Groaning under the futility of having to wait.
Futility is such a strong word.  It means emptiness.  

Meaninglessness.  Even despair.  And death is all of those things.  
That’s why we groan.  It hurts.  Because we have to wait.

We read of that futility in verse 20, with reference to all of 
creature.  And we read of that same futility with reference to 
human beings in,

v.23

This has to be embedded in your sense of life in this world, 
throughout this age.  Becoming a Christian doesn’t mean your 
troubles go away, or that God relieves you of those troubles.  It 
doesn’t mean that you won’t get sick or won’t die, or that if you 
do, that means you did something wrong and God is either 
punishing you or otherwise withholding his love.  No, that is an 
entirely false conclusion.  We all groan.  In this world, Jesus says, 
you will have trouble.  And with that perspective, anticipating our 
future glory, we groan in suffering as we wait.  “[E]ven we 
ourselves groan within ourselves.”

Writing to the Corinthians, Paul puts it this way,
2 Cor. 5:1  “For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is 

destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly 
desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, 3 
if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For 
we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we 
want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be 

swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very 
thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 
So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in 
the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not 
by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be 
absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.”

“We groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation 
which is from heaven.”  That’s the point.”  We groan so much that 
Paul can say, “while we are at home in the body we are absent 
from the Lord.”  That doesn’t means God isn’t with us here on 
earth, but that we can’t see him.  Thus we live by faith, not by 
sight.  We believe in God, we believe in eternal life, not because 
of what we can see or experience with our flesh and bones, but 
by faith in what God has said.  The groaning comes about 
because we have to wait.  And while we wait, we are,

C. Groaning under the burden of our present sufferings.
Your view of the Christian life has to include this sense of 

suffering.  Your doctrine of life, if I can call it that, must include the 
reality of suffering.  Not as a denial of God’s goodness or mercy, 
but as the definition of how we live and go about life in this age, 
under the curse God pronounced because of Adam’s sin.  Our 
present sufferings remain a burden.

v.22

But, still, there is a great comparison.  Suffering is real.  So 
very, very real.  In so many forms.  Pain is deep and even 
oppressive.  It comes to us in so many different ways.  For some 
people, it is particularly intense.  Some suffer even unto death.  
But you must always be conscious of this comparison.

v.18

That doesn’t make light of present sufferings.  That isn’t a 
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denial of those sufferings, nor even an attempt to minimize them, 
to act as if they don’t exist, or that if you were really spiritual you 
wouldn’t have to groan.  These words simply address you in the 
midst of the reality of those sufferings, with words of great 
encouragement.  You have to wait, yes.  But there is something 
better coming.  Something incomparably better.  Jesus is coming.  
And with him, the end of death, the death of death is coming.  So 
we read those triumphant words at the end of,

1 Cor. 15:54  “So when this corruptible has put on 
incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up 
in victory.”  55 “O Death, where is your sting?  O Hades, where is 
your victory?”  56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin 
is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  58 Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 

You see, although we surely groan, we are now,

D. Groaning with an expectant but unseen hope.
Paul, a man, uses an obvious example that only women 

actually experience.  Giving birth.  The experience of pain and 
suffering which gives way to great joy in the birth of a new baby.

v.22

So as with a women in the pains of labor, there is always 
before us the great hope of new life.  So there is the sense from 
verse 23 of “eagerly waiting.”  Come Lord Jesus.  Come quickly!  
That is such an appropriate cry and a godly burden of the heart. 
And when you cry out for that deliverance, that delivery as we 
have come to call the birth of a baby, you do so with hope.  With 
confident expectation.  We will look more closely at verse 24 and 
25 next time along with some of the verses that follow, but they 

form such an appropriate conclusion to this whole message.
v.24-25

Hope is the confident expectation of something that is still 
future, something that you do not yet have.  But you will.  So this 
whole sense of groaning is not depressing.  It is not ultimately 
filled with futility, either.  Because a glory is coming.  “The 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in us.”  And that is the hope, and 
the confidence, that accompanies our salvation.

These are word of simplistic moralism—like the phrase “grin 
and bear it.”  These words don’t eliminate the reality or the 
propriety of real grief, real sorrow, with the pain of tears.  But 
these words do give perspective to life, a necessary perspective 
in a world filled with the groaning of pain as we look forward to the 
“glory which shall be revealed in us.”  That word “revealed” is the 
normal word used for Jesus’ appearing, his apocalypse.  His 
second coming. And the necessary perspective on life in this 
world is to realize that when Jesus appears, we shall appear with 
him.

And John, along with Paul, makes a direct connection 
between that hope for the future with the present encouragement 
of our identity as children of God.

1 John 3:1  “Behold what manner of love the Father has 
bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! 
Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know 
Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet 
been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is 
revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 
And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as 
He is pure.”
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