
The Free Gift
Romans 5:12-21

If you remember my last sermon, two weeks, I decided to 
preach two sermons on this passage, because there are two very 
important points to be made.  And though they are obviously 
related to each other, it is profitable to distinguish them from each 
other.  Last time, the focus was sin, original sin.  The sin of Adam, 
by which we sinned as well.  We sinned in Adam, who acted as 
the first man as our first covenant head.  So when Adam sinned, 
we sinned.  And when Adam was condemned by God for his sin, 
we shared in that condemnation.  And we share in his death.  All 
of that is in the plain words that Paul writes,

v.12  “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the 
world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, 
because all sinned.”

And yet the purpose of all that is to teach us about the great 
contrast—the great contrast between Adam and the one whom 
the Bible calls the last Adam. 

1 Cor. 15:45  “And so it is written, “The first man Adam 
became a living being.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.”

The reference there, of course, is Jesus, just as it is so 
explicitly described here in Romans 5.  God created mankind to 
be in covenant with him, and the first covenant representative 
was Adam, who acted on behalf of all his posterity.  That’s the 
meaning of the phrase, the covenant head.  Adam acted.  Adam 
sinned.  And in the words of our shorter catechism, question 16, 
“The covenant being made with Adam, not only for himself, but for 
his posterity; all mankind, descending from him by ordinary 
generation, sinned in him, and fell with him, in his first 
transgression.”

In other words,
v.19. “…as by one man’s disobedience many were made 

sinners.”

Today our focus is on the second half of that verse,
v.19  “…so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made 

righteous.”

That is the free gift that is in view here.

I. A FREE GIFT.
Look again with me at,
v.14. “Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even 

over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the 
transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.”

Adam is type of Him who was to come.  A type means a 
pattern, a picture, a prophecy in person.  A prophecy or a 
prophetic truth that is fulfilled in another person who will come in 
the future.  Adam is a type of Jesus, a prophetic anticipation of 
Jesus.  A precursor to Jesus.

With that understanding, then, this passage is all about,

A. Our covenant representatives.
And we have two.  The first Adam and the last Adam.  It is that 

contrast, that combination, that lies at the heart of such good 
theology and such a good understanding of the work of God in 
our salvation.  Just look at how Paul emphasizes that contrast 
here,

v.15
v.19

Notice that the references here are to Jesus the man.  Jesus 
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is proclaimed to us with reference to his humanity, his full and 
complete human nature.  And that was a human nature which 
was necessary in or to be the last Adam.  His humanity was 
necessary in order to fulfill and accomplish his role as our 
covenant head and representative.  What he accomplished, his 
act of obedience, that which is credited or imputed to us, was 
what he did as a man!  That is for our encouragement and 
confidence, according to,

Heb. 4:15  “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as 
we are, yet without sin.”

His humanity was also necessary as a qualification before 
God, a man suffering on behalf of other men, satisfying the curse 
of God imposed upon mankind for sin.  A suitable sacrifice had to 
be a man himself.  But he had to be a perfect man, which no 
other descendant of Adam could possibly be.  So we read,

Heb. 7:26  “For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is 
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become 
higher than the heavens; 27 who does not need daily, as those 
high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then 
for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He offered up 
Himself. 28 For the law appoints as high priests men who have 
weakness, but the word of the oath, which came after the law, 
appoints the Son who has been perfected forever.”

Even more specifically,
Heb. 9:24  “For Christ has not entered the holy places made 

with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, 
now to appear in the presence of God for us; 25 not that He 
should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy 
Place every year with blood of another— 26 He then would have 
had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, 
once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by 

the sacrifice of Himself.”

So Jesus is that second Adam, that last Adam, who is the 
covenant representative the covenant head, of all who would trust 
and believe in him.  The importance of that, of course, is to make 
note of…

B. Our covenant blessings.
The idea of original sin, from the previous sermon, is the idea 

of a covenant curse.  The curse was pronounced by God after 
Adam and Eve fell into sin, though they had been clearly warned.

Gen. 2:15  “Then the LORD God took the man and put him in 
the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. 16 And the LORD God 
commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you 
may freely eat; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 
surely die.”

They did eat, of course, and they were cursed with death, a 
curse inflicted through them upon all their descendants.

Gen. 3:19  “In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till 
you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust 
you are, And to dust you shall return.”

But again, the point of all of that, is to proclaim the 
corresponding blessings.  The free gift.

v.15

Or more fully,
1 Cor. 15:20  “But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has 

become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For 
since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of 
the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be 
made alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, 
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afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. 24 Then comes 
the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when 
He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He 
must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last 
enemy that will be destroyed is death.”

The whole point here is in the correspondence between Adam 
and Jesus, the comparison between the two men.  And more 
importantly the comparison, the contrast, between the curse 
which came through Adam and the blessings which come through 
Jesus.  And here in Romans 5 the emphasis is not simply upon 
the identity of the free gift, but upon its abundance.  It’s glory.  So 
the it not simply a comparison of equals, but a contrast that 
show’s the exceeding abundance of the gift.

II. AN ABUNDANT GIFT.
Just look at the language used.  Again,
v.15

Much more…The gift abounded.  All died, yes.  Original sin is 
the reality of the world and the reality of our existence as human 
beings within the world throughout this age.  It’s a terrible, terrible 
condition into which all men are born.  We are born dead in sin, 
dead in Adam.  Alienated from God and by nature children of his 
wrath.  But here is something, by contrast, that is far better.  As 
bad as original sin is, here is a free gift that simply abounds in the 
opposite direction by comparison.  It is, first of all,

A. The gift of acquittal.
The gift of forgiveness, forgiveness that removes the judgment 

of condemnation.  Forgiveness that frees us from the curse 
imposed by God at the fall.  In Jesus Christ.  By faith in Jesus 
Christ.

Rom. 8:1  “There is therefore now no condemnation to those 

who are in Christ Jesus.”
In the words of our text this morning,
v.16

That’s legal language, important legal language.  God is a 
judge in a heavenly courtroom, and all mankind bear 
responsibility to stand before him.  And we do so as guilty 
defendants.  Awaiting his judgment.  Condemnation.  So the free 
gift, by definition, is to be found non-guilty in this great courtroom.   
We are acquitted.  That’s justification.  “Justification is an act of 
God's free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our sins…”

That’s the gift.  The gift of a pardon.  Acquittal.  We are freed 
from the curse and the condemnation of the law.  As a gift!  A gift 
that abounds to us in an even greater measure than the depth of 
sin for which we face condemnation.

There is, with that gift, what Paul describes as,

B. The gift of righteousness.
Look at,
v.17

The gift of righteousness.  You see, it is not simply a judicial 
verdict, not guilty.  In our civil court system, there might be many 
reasons for an acquittal, a verdict of not guilty.  It could, of course, 
mean that the truly was no guilty.  The defendant simply didn’t 
commit the crime.  But it might also mean that there simply was 
insufficient evidence to convict.  He might well be guilty, but in the 
civil courts of our land, rightly so, there has to be sufficient 
evidence to prove guilt.  So someone truly guilty might be 
acquitted.  

It could also be an acquittal based on legal technicalities, an 
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acquittal accomplished by the work of a really good lawyer.  
Maybe even dishonesty.  So everyone knows there is real guilt, 
but the legal technicalities brought about the opposite verdict.  
And sometimes, the guilty verdict is simply the result of a plea 
bargain, where an acquittal is granted on one charge because the 
accused pleads guilty to a lesser offense with lessor punishment.

But none of those things takes place in God’s courtroom.  The 
judicial verdict stands, and it is just.  The judgment is guilty.  
Condemnation.  And when the gift of acquittal is given, by the 
grace of God, there is this second gift.  Righteousness.  Not only 
are we forgiven our sins, not only are we acquitted in a judicial 
verdict, but more than that, we are given this gift of righteousness.  
Righteousness is credited to us, imputed to us.  It is what Paul 
calls in verse 17 “the gift of righteousness.”

This free gift is expressed even more clearly in,
v.19

“Many will be made righteousness.”  Not just acquitted, but 
made righteous.  Declared to be righteous.  Not simply the verdict 
of “not guilty.”  But now, on the positive side of the scale, the 
verdict of “innocent.”

In a courtroom, there is never a verdict of innocent.  Because 
you can’t prove innocence.  You can’t declare someone innocent.  
You can only declare them “not guilty.”  But God goes beyond 
that!  Innocent.  Righteous.  In this courtroom of God, we are 
declared innocent.  We are declared righteous.  We are MADE 
righteous.  And so our justification is not only a matter of pardon 
for our sins, but as question 33 in the Shorter Catechism 
continues, God “accepts us as righteous in his sight.”  With good 
reason, “only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and 
received by faith alone.”

Our righteousness is restored.  The righteousness we lost in 
the fall, our original righteousness, is restored!  The 
righteousness of Jesus, the actual performance of obedience to 
every commandment of God, is credited to us.  That’s the point.  
That’s the gift.  Righteousness restore.  Not by our works, not by 
our efforts.  But by faith, righteousness is credited to our account, 
Jesus’ righteousness.

So, in Christ, by faith in Christ, you are righteous.  I know you 
have sinned.  You know that I have sinned too.  Not only in Adam, 
but in my own life, in my own heart.  But as we stand before God 
today, by faith in Christ, what God sees in us is the righteousness 
of Jesus that has been given to us as a gift.

That is the clothing we wear!
2 Cor. 5:21  “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for 

us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

That is the gift of justification.  And we have a picture of it in 
John’s great revelation of heaven.

Rev. 7:9  “After these things I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, 
peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their 
hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”…13 
Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these 
arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?”  14 And I 
said to him, “Sir, you know.”  So he said to me, “These are the 
ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 
Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day 
and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell 
among them. 16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst 
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anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for the 
Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and 
lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes.”

So while we come to church in our Sunday best, as we say, 
we come before God with much greater clothing than that.  We 
come before God clothed in white robes, robes which have been 
washed and made white by the blood of the lamb.  The gift of 
righteousness.  

v.19

Let’s keep going!  This is really, really great stuff, this free gift 
is really a great treasure, because with this gift of righteousness, 
we receive,

C. The gift of life in relationship to God.
So the curse of condemnation is removed our righteousness is 

restored, that righteousness we had in Adam before the fall, that 
righteousness we lost with Adam in the fall.  In Christ, it is restore.  
And therefore, on that basis, we can again have fellowship with 
God.  Our relationship to God is again restored, that relationship 
we lost at the fall.

Do you remember the immediate consequence of the curse 
pronounced upon mankind in Genesies 3?  It was a breach of 
relationship, a breach of fellowship with God.

Gen. 3:22  “Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has 
become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he 
put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live 
forever”— 23 therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden 
of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken. 24 So He 
drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the 
garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to 

guard the way to the tree of life.”
Mankind was banned, banished, from the presence of God.  

We can rightly call that spiritual death, as separation from God.  
But this free gift restores that fellowship, and restores life, life in 
relationship to God.  No longer does death reign.  Now fallen man 
is made alive again, and our salvation is defined in just those 
terms.  We are made alive.

Eph. 2:1  “And you He made alive, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 
among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of 
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.  4 But God, 
who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He 
loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and 
raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might show 
the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest 
anyone should boast.”

That is the free gift.  That is the abundance of that gift.  We 
who were dead have been made alive.  Salvation is nothing less 
than the gift of life.  Life here and now.  Life in relationship to God, 
the enmity and alienation removed.  And life for evermore, for 
ever and ever, unto eternity.  This free gift is nothing less than,

D. The gift of life instead of death.
The curse and condemnation of sin is totally and completely 

removed, not only in the judicial proclamation of condemnation, 
but in the restoration of life, the life Adam and Eve had before the 
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fall, life free from the curse of death.

Beloved, that is the gospel. It is the gift of life.
1 John 5:11  “And this is the testimony: that God has given us 

eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has 
life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 
These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and 
that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”

So this is our hope, our confidence, this promise from Jesus 
himself,

John 10:28  “And I give them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.”

John 3:16  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.”

Death is all around us.  We all face death, in our humanity, the 
separation of body and soul.  But those who belong to Jesus no 
longer face death in its fullest and deepest sense.  The free gift of 
the gospel is eternal life.  And that is our hope, the confident 
expectation of everyone who trusts and believes in Jesus.  And 
death shall be the last enemy that will be destroyed.

v.16-17

I will end with Jesus’ own words, words spoken as he grieved 
with dear friends upon the occasion of the death of their brother 
Lazarus,

John 11:25  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 
And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you 
believe this?”
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