
The Faith of Our Father 
Romans 4:13-25 

What is faith?  That’s not always an easy question to answer, 
is it?  Is faith an emotional experience, some sort of 
overwhelming ecstatic sensation that overcomes us?  Is having 
faith something like “falling in love”?  Is faith a feeling that we 
have inside us?

Is faith something just in our mind, an intellectual decision or 
commitment?  If so, how can you tell real faith from counterfeit 
faith.  How can you tell if someone who says they have faith really 
does?

Does the object of faith matter?  That is, does it matter 
whether you believe in Jesus, Mohammad or a unitarian god?  
Does a Jew have faith?  Does a Jehovah’s Witness or a Mormon 
have faith?   

What is faith?  You certainly can’t go wrong by giving an 
answer from the Bible.   

Hebr. 11:1  “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.” 

Faith is being sure of something that we now only hope for, 
being certain of something that we do not now see.  That’s faith.  
That great chapter goes on to give examples of such a faith.   

We’ve been talking for several sermons now about justification 
by faith, and to this point, we’ve focused on the meaning of 
justification.  Justification means to be declared innocent, to be 
pardoned or forgiven.  It means to be accepted as righteous in 
God’s sight, and to have the righteousness of Jesus Christ 
credited to your own account. 

We are justified by faith.  Today we’ll study the meaning of 
faith, also from the example of Abraham.  Paul gives us an 
excellent definition of faith in these verses.  It’s a definition which I 
hope you will be able to keep in your mind.  First and foremost, 

I. FAITH IS BELIEVING WITH CERTAINTY THAT GOD 
WILL BE FAITHFUL TO KEEP HIS PROMISES. 

Faith is clearly connected with believing.  In its essence, it is 
not an emotion.  Emotions are the caboose on a train.  Faith is 
the engine running the train.  So you can’t define faith in terms of 
emotions, though our emotions are very much involved as a 
consequence or response to faith. 

Instead, faith is believing.  Believing what you don’t yet see.  It 
is being certain of what you hope for.  But where does that 
certainty come from. What things that you hope for can you be 
certain of receiving? 

There is only one source for that certainty!  God’s promise.  
The certainty of faith is the certainty of God’s faithfulness to keep 
his promises.  Therefore, you can have certainty about 
something, you can have faith to believe something, only if God 
has promised it. 

Illus:  We get careless, too often.  You face major surgery, and 
someone says to you, “I’m sure you’ll be fine.”  You prepare for a 
biopsy, and someone says, “I’m sure it will be benign.”  You face a 
major test or obstacle, and someone says, “I’m sure that you will 
do well.”  “I have faith.” 

And my question is, how do you know with such certainty?  
Has God promised that no one of his people will ever have 
cancer?  Has he ever promised that no one will fail a test, or lose 
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a job, or endure great grief?  Surely he has not, so we cannot 
speak with such surety. 

But we can speak with absolute certainty when we speak 
about something God has promised. Faith is believing with 
certainty that God will be faithful to keep his promises.  Abraham 
is our great example. 

v.20-22 

There’s the certainty of Abraham.  He was fully persuaded.  
He did not waver through unbelief regarding God’s promise, but 
he was strengthened in faith.  And his faith was credited to him as 
righteousness. 

v.18  “...Abraham believed...” 
v.16  The faith of Abraham. 
v.13 

Through faith, Abraham had received a great promise from 
God.  He would be heir of the world.  An heir means that there is 
a sure and certain inheritance, and Abraham will inherit the world.  
There is a strong element of security in that.  The will has been 
drawn up.  The inheritance has been defined.  It is legally secure. 

That’s a glorious promise.  Note that Paul realized that the 
promise wasn’t just a small portion of land in the Middle East, 
between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea.  The 
promised land was not just the land of Israel.  The promised land 
was the whole world.  Abraham and his offspring would inherit the 
world!  Abraham understood and believed that promise. 

Hebr. 11:8  By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to 
go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And 
he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he dwelt 
in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 10 

for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God.” 

Peter explains the eternal significance of that promised 
inheritance, 

1Pet. 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and 
that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are 
kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.” 

The inheritance of the whole world is, ultimately, the promise 
of salvation.  That’s God’s promise to Abraham.   And what gave 
Abraham his sense of certainty?  God’s own words. 

A.  God’s own words give us the confident hope of 
receiving his promises. 

v.18a  “Contrary to hope.”  “Against all hope...” 

Why could Abraham hope against all hope?  Because God 
had spoken to him! 

v.18b 
Also, 
v.17  “As it is written.” 

If God has spoken it, if God has written it, it will happen.  
That’s the certainty of faith.  We read of God’s original promise to 
Abraham in, 

Gen. 15:1  After these things the word of the LORD came to 
Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your 
shield, your exceedingly great reward.” 2 But Abram said, “Lord 
GOD, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of 
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my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 Then Abram said, “Look, 
You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house is 
my heir!” 4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, 
saying, “This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come 
from your own body shall be your heir.” 5 Then He brought him 
outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if 
you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your 
descendants be.” 6 And he believed in the LORD, and He 
accounted it to him for righteousness.” 

Abraham’s certainty of faith was based upon God’s promise.  
God has made many promises to us.  We, too, can be sure and 
certain that God will be faithful to his promises.  His own word 
gives us that confidence.  

v.20 

We need the simple faith often present in children, young 
children, who instinctually believe whatever promises their 
parents make to them.  So if God promises something in the 
Bible, believe it.  His word is truth. 

We see a second basis for the certainty of believing God’s 
promises in,  

v.16 

The promise which comes by faith is guaranteed, guaranteed 
to Abraham’s offspring.  And the basis of that guarantee.  Notice 
the word grace. 

v.16 

B.  God’s sovereign grace is the only guarantee that we 
will receive his promises. 

The promises of God are made, and kept, not because of 
anything in us, but entirely because God is gracious.   

God has promised many good things to his people.  How do 
we know that he will keep those promises?  Because of his grace.  
It has nothing to do with us. 

I’ll put this in Jesus’ own words, 
Matt. 7:7  “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 

find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 “For everyone who 
asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it 
will be opened. 9 “Or what man is there among you who, if his 
son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 “Or if he asks for a 
fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 “If you then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!  

God’s sovereign grace is our guarantee.  He is our father, and 
he gives good gifts to his children.  Because of his grace.  But 
that guarantee is shaken if the promise is dependent upon us.  
The promise loses its surety if it is dependent upon our own 
works. That is clearly Paul’s main idea in, 

v.13-15 

The word “law” there can be defined as meritorious law-
keeping, or good works that earn for us rewards or cause us to 
deserve wages.  It is not through such a system of law that 
Abraham received the covenant promise.   

v.13 

Paul explains himself.  He says, if the promise depends upon 
your law-keeping, then the promise is worthless, or more literally, 
nullified.  If God makes a conditional promise of salvation, the 
promise is nullified because we inevitably fail to meet the 
condition. 

v.14  
And, v.15 
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Law brings wrath.  You can’t earn God’s promises by your law-
keeping, because you have not been a perfect law-keeper.  And if 
your status before God depended upon your own efforts, then you 
will be condemned for your sin! 

The law brings wrath.  And when there is no law, that is, when 
the law is not used as the basis of salvation, then God won’t use 
the law to condemn you.  Thus, “where there is no law there is no 
transgression.” 

Faith is believing with certainty.  But we lose that certainty as 
soon as we depend on our own efforts. 

C.  We cannot be sure of receiving God’s promises if we 
depend upon the merit of our own good works. 

The application at this point is simple.  Believe God’s promises 
with absolute certainty.  Believe that God will be faithful to keep 
his promises.  And don’t waver in unbelief, but be strengthened in 
faith, giving glory to God! 

There is probably a different issue for everyone of you today, a 
different promise that God has made that you might struggle to 
believe.  May I encourage you this morning, to exercise the faith 
to believe with certainty.  Nurture such faith, believing that God is 
faithful to keep his promises. 

Very much related to that, God has the power, or ability, to 
keep his promises.  Therefore,  

II. FAITH IS BELIEVING THAT GOD HAS THE POWER TO 
KEEP HIS PROMISES. 

I don’t have that power, and neither do you.  Sometimes we 
make the mistake of promising something that we don’t have the 
ability to fulfill.  It’s embarrassing.  It’s also sinful, because we 
shouldn’t make such promises for things beyond our own control.  

But when you do, you can only ask for forgiveness, and therefore 
ask to be released from your promise. 

That situation never happens for God.  God is never caught in 
a position where he has promised to do something, but can’t do it.  
God has the power to do whatever he chooses.  Faith is believing 
that. 

Notice the description of Abraham’s faith, 
v.21-22 

What exactly is God able to do?  What examples does Paul 
use? 

v.17 

Two things, he gives life to the dead and calls things that are 
not as though they were. 

First, 
A.  God is able to give life to the dead. 
That power is abundantly demonstrated in Scripture, through 

many of the miracles of Jesus. 

Consider Jairus’ daughter.  Consider Lazarus. 
John 11:41  Then they took away the stone from the place 

where the dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and 
said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. 42 “And I know 
that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are 
standing by I said this, that they may believe that You sent Me.” 
43 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” 44 And he who had died came out 
bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face was 
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him 
go.” 
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It is the power of life, miraculous power which demonstrates 
that God the father sent Jesus, so that the people might believe. 

Notice then, 
v.19  

Here, in Abraham’s life, was the illustration of a body that was 
dead, at least so far as begetting children was concerned.  He 
was about 100 years old, biologically unable to beget a child of 
his own flesh and blood.  He was as good as dead. 

And his wife Sarah?  Paul says that her womb was dead.  
That is, she had throughout her life no ability to conceive a child.  
There was no ability in her to bring forth life.  She was as good as 
dead, biologically unable to conceive a child of her own flesh and 
blood.  She was now too old. 

And they both knew it. 
Gen. 18:10  And He said, “I will certainly return to you 

according to the time of life, and behold, Sarah your wife shall 
have a son.” (Sarah was listening in the tent door which was 
behind him.) 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well 
advanced in age; and Sarah had passed the age of childbearing. 
12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, “After I have 
grown old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?” 13 And 
the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I 
surely bear a child, since I am old?’ 14 “Is anything too hard for 
the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, according to 
the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.” 

God kept that promise.  Isaac, the child of the promise of born.  
“Is anything too hard for the LORD?” 

There was another great example of the Lord’s ability to give 

life.  This time, that power was demonstrated in a young woman.  
Not a woman who was biologically unable to conceive children, 
but a woman who couldn’t conceive a children because she had 
never been with a man.  She was a virgin. 

Luke 1:34  Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 
since I do not know a man?” 35 And the angel answered and said 
to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who 
is to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 “Now indeed, 
Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; 
and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren. 37 
“For with God nothing will be impossible.”  

Nothing is impossible with God!  For God has the ability to 
give life to the dead. 

The greatest display of God’s power to give life was the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  Jesus Christ, in his 
humanity, died.  His human body died.  His human body was 
placed in a tomb.  And there it lay for until the third day.  And God 
raised it from the dead. 

And that demonstration of God’s power was to prove his 
power to raise from the dead those who are dead in their sins. 

Eph. 2:4  “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 
have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages 
to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” 

God has the power of life, and the ability to give life to the 
dead.  And, back in Romans 4:17, 
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B.  God is able to create something out of nothing. 
v.17 
The idea is that God is able to call things into existence that 

didn’t previously exist.  In that sense, none of us are creators.  
None of us has ever fashioned something out of nothing.  God 
has.  He did it by the power of his word.  We believe it, by faith. 

Hebr. 11:3  “By faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen 
were not made of things which are visible.” 

Gen. 1:3  “Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was 
light.” 

That demonstration of God’s creative power went on for six 
days, and then he rested, on the seventh day.  God has the ability 
to create something out of nothing, to call something into 
existence that was not previously in existence.  And, as Genesis 
describes it, the creation was instantaneous.  God spoke, and it 
was so.  God said, by the word of his power, “let there be light.”  
And there was light. 

The simple declaration of Holy Scripture is that God created 
the world, making all things out of nothing, by the word of his 
power, in the space of six days, and all very good.  Faith is 
believing that God has the power to keep his promises.  

Hebr. 11:3  “By faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen 
were not made of things which are visible.” 

But let me get back to that question about the object of faith.  
Does a Jew have faith, true biblical faith?  What about a Muslim, 
or a Mormon?  The answer is “NO”.  Faith, true faith, must have a 
true object.  And there is only one true object for faith.  Jesus 
Christ. 

III. FAITH IS BELIEVING THAT ALL GOD’S PROMISES 
ARE FOCUSED ON JESUS CHRIST. 

Look at,  v.23-24 

Paul makes a reference to Jesus Christ.  He is making it 
perfectly clear that the OT faith of Abraham was a faith in the 
coming Messiah, faith in Jesus.  He makes it perfectly clear that 
the declaration of justification by faith which God gave to 
Abraham was a declaration of justification by faith for us today.   

Today, in the NT, the object of that faith through which we are 
justified, is clearly and personally identified.  The object of our 
faith must be Jesus.  In the OT, Jesus was foresignified by the 
use of promises, prophecies, sacrifices, and the sacraments of 
circumcision and Passover.  And in the NT, the meaning of all 
those ordinances is made evident.  They all point to Jesus. 

The faith of the OT saints was in the Messiah who would 
come.  The faith of the NT saints is in the Messiah who has 
already come.   

The example of Abraham’s faith in Romans 4 is, therefore, an 
example for us to follow, an example to encourage us and to 
strengthen us. 

v.23-24 

Then in verse 25, Paul is able to summarize all of God’s 
promises fulfilled in Jesus Christ in one simple sentence. 

v.25 

That’s God’s promise.  If you don’t believe that verse, then you 
don’t have faith, and you won’t be saved.  If you do believe that 
verse, and personally accept and receive the promise which is 
offered, then you are a Christian and your faith is real. 
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Two promises, essentially.  Everything which Jesus did, 
everything which God promised that he would do, everything is 
summed up with two simple statements.  Two simple promises. 

First, 
A.  Jesus fulfilled God’s promise to provide a sacrifice for 

sin. 
v.25a 

Just a quick review.  We’ve seen this idea before. 
Rom. 3:21  “But now the righteousness of God apart from the 

law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 
even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to 
all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; 23 for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified 
freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through 
faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 
forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously 
committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His 
righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one 
who has faith in Jesus.” 

Jesus brought redemption, that is, he ransomed us from the 
demands of God’s justice.  The wages of sin is death, and Jesus 
was delivered over to death for our sins.  He was the ransom. 

And in doing so, he was the atoning sacrifice, or the 
propitiation for our sins.  He satisfied the demands of God’s 
justice and wrath.  He removed the curse of condemnation by 
enduring that condemnation himself. 

God had promised to Abraham that he would provide a 
sacrifice, and Jesus fulfilled that promise.  Do you remember 

when Abraham was about to offer Isaac on the altar, obviously 
believing that God had the ability to give life even to the dead?  
Do you remember what Abraham told his young son when Isaac 
asked about the lamb for the sacrifice? 

Gen. 22:7  But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, 
“My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” Then he said, 
“Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering?” 8 And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for 
Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” 

Can you imagine any greater faith?  Abraham believed God’s 
promises.  God would provide a sacrifice for sin.  Jesus is the 
fulfillment of that promise. 

Then,  v.25b 

We’re right back to the subject of this whole section in 
Romans.  Justification.  Jesus was raised to life for our 
justification.  He was raised to life so that he could impute to us, 
or credit us, with his own righteousness. 

B.  Jesus fulfilled God’s promise by giving his 
righteousness to us. 

Righteousness was credited to Abraham, by faith.  The 
righteousness of Jesus Christ was credited to Abraham, by faith. 

A dead man can’t credit anything to anyone.  The body of 
Mohammed which lies in a grave can’t credit anything to me.  
He’s dead.  But the living, resurrection Lord Jesus Christ can put 
into my account all of his own righteousness and holiness.  He 
was raised to life for our justification. 

So now, going back to where we started, let me ask again.  
What is faith?  Faith is believing God’s promises, believing that all 
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of them focus on Jesus Christ. 

And what is the goal of that faith?  What is the intended result 
and consequence of such faith in the life of any man, from the 
time of Abraham to today?  What is the goal of your life, you who 
have faith? 

Look at Abraham’s example one last time.  Look at the goal of 
his faith. 

v.20 

Because he lived by faith, believing God’s promises, he gave 
glory to God.  There is no greater purpose in your life than to give 
glory to God.  Everything else falls beneath that.  Everything else 
is secondary. 

Yes, your life will be far more enjoyable and far more 
prosperous if you would live by faith.  Yes, the advantages of 
believing God’s promises and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ 
personally as your savior are tremendous.   

But the focus of our life is not directed inward.  Faith is far 
removed from the ideas of the self-help movement.  By definition, 
by absolute necessity, the goal of faith is to give glory to God. 

And so today, no matter what the particular circumstances of 
your own life, no matter what the issues are that might cause you 
to waver in your faith, believe God’s promises with absolute 
certainty.  Do not waver through unbelief, but be strengthened in 
your faith.  Be strengthened by the boldness of this message, and 
by the boldness of Abraham’s example   

And above all else, with your faith, as you live by that faith, 
give glory to God.
Page  of 8 8


