
What Is His Name?
Exodus 3:7-22

As a principle of good relationships, you shouldn’t make fun of 
people.  You shouldn’t make fun of their name.  It just isn’t kind, 
nor edifying.  All too easily, it hurts.  It harms.  And related to that 
idea of causing harm, I should note that a person’s name 
represents his very identity.  A person’s name is who he is.

When I went through school, I had the advantage of following 
five older brothers and sisters.  And I call that an advantage, 
because my name was respected within the school.  Many of the 
teachers knew me, because they knew my name.  They knew my 
family.  My family name was respected.  And my name was 
honored.  I benefitted from that honor, and I sought to uphold it.  
My name was important, for my name was my family.  It was my 
identity.  It was no small or trifling matter.  

The Scriptures know of that importance given to a name, as 
we read in,

Prov. 22:1  “A good name is to be chosen rather than great 
riches, Loving favor rather than silver and gold.”

A good name.  Remember what God had promised Abraham,
Gen. 12:2  “I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And 

make your name great; And you shall be a blessing.”

So Abraham would have a good name, a great hame.  That’s 
God’s blessing to him.  “I will make your name great.”  In other 
words, “I will make you great!”  I will make your honor great.  And 
with that in mind, clearly we shouldn’t make fun of God’s name 
either.  God’s name is not to be taken in vain.  God’s name is not 
to be used lightly.  God’s name is always to be honored.  Because 
God’s name is his very identity.   God’s name is his very essence.  

Thus if God’s name is mocked or ridiculed, it would be the same 
as treating God himself with contempt.  And we have, of course, 
the third commandment,

Ex. 20:7  “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God 
in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His 
name in vain.”

In our text this afternoon, the name of God was important to 
Moses too.  He asks a very probing question of God.  A very 
pertinent question.  A very understandable question.  You see, 
God calls Moses to do something very dramatic.  

v.10  “Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh 
that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”

Moses’ response is one of genuine humility, “Who am I for 
such a task?”  And when God responds by promising Moses the 
blessing of God’s own presence to be with him as he leads the 
people of Israel out of Egypt, the follow-up question is also very, 
very understandable.  “What is your name?”

v.13  “Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to 
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say 
to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to them?”

What is your name?  In other words, “Who are you?”  That is 
what is before us this afternoon in Exodus 3.  It is a question put 
to God, “Who are you?”  Identify yourself.  Reveal yourself, by 
proclaiming your name.

That profound revelation of God’s name comes in a broader 
context that we could rightly define by the word “redemption.”  
Israel as a nation is to be delivered out of Egypt, freed from that 
land of slavery.  Rescued.  Redeemed.  God promises that 
redemption, which in the whole of the Scripture becomes a 
picture and a type for our redemption from the slavery and 
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bondage of sin.  As I have mentioned in previous weeks, this 
historical narrative of Exodus is not merely the history of a nation.  
It is redemptive history, prefiguring in the life of the nation of Israel 
the work of God accomplished by Jesus Christ for the redemption 
from sin of all his elect.  And in that historical picture of 
redemption, what stands out first of all is,

I. THE HUMAN CONDITION OF BONDAGE AND MISERY.
You see, the right understanding and awareness of 

redemption because with the realization of the nature of sin.  
What the fall of man has done.  As it expressed by our Shorter 
Catechism, question 17, “The fall brought mankind into an estate 
of sin and misery.”

Or, more simply, bondage.  Bondage to sin.  Bondage to the 
wages of sin, which is death.  And the misery well summarized 
again by the catechism, question 19, “All mankind by their fall lost 
communion with God, are under his wrath and curse, and so 
made liable to all miseries in this life, to death itself, and to the 
pains of hell forever.”

That estate of sin and misery is represented by the plight of 
the nation of Israel enslaved in Egypt.  Thus the experience of 
Egypt is nothing more than,

A. The consequences and effects of sin.
In the words of our text,
v.7

We saw this last time as well, in,
Ex. 2:23  “Now it happened in the process of time that the king 

of Egypt died. Then the children of Israel groaned because of the 
bondage, and they cried out; and their cry came up to God 
because of the bondage. 24 So God heard their groaning, and 

God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and 
with Jacob. 25 And God looked upon the children of Israel, and 
God acknowledged them.”

We saw it in,
Ex. 1:11  “Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict 

them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh supply cities, 
Pithom and Raamses. 12 But the more they afflicted them, the 
more they multiplied and grew. And they were in dread of the 
children of Israel. 13 So the Egyptians made the children of Israel 
serve with rigor. 14 And they made their lives bitter with hard 
bondage--in mortar, in brick, and in all manner of service in the 
field. All their service in which they made them serve was with 
rigor.”

Before I go on, this is an important point to consider.  And to 
understand.  What sin does.  The consequences and effects of 
sin.  And the operative word is misery.  Sin brings misery.  Always.  
Every time.  Despite the lies of Satan, lies he used in the Garden 
of Eden to convince the woman that what God has forbidden is 
actually good!

Gen. 3:6  “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to 
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her 
husband with her, and he ate.”

She saw it.  It looked good.  It was desirable.  She ate it.  And 
so did Adam.  Sin looks good.  That’s how Satan works, isn’t it?  
That which is forbidden looks good.  It could be sex.  It could be 
the benefit of lying.  It could be greed.  It could be an illegal drug.  
It could be the opportunity to gain a profit dishonestly, or an 
occasion to gossip or seek revenge.  Sin looks good, pleasant to 
the eyes.
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But it is not.  It brings nothing but misery.  Always.  Every time.  
And that is the context in which God is introduced.  Not some 
grandfatherly God “who has a wonderful plan for your life,” but a 
first-responder fire-fighter who is rushing to rescue you from your 
dangerous plight.  That is,

B. The mercy of God.
The willingness to look upon you in your misery, and 

determine to rescue you!  There is no room for your own pride in 
that context, is there? 

Again, v.7

I have seen the oppression.  I have heard their cry.  I know 
their sorrows.  That’s mercy.  I recognize their plight!   We see 
that again in,

v.9
And, v.16

Beloved, let this be for your encouragement.  Some of you 
know quite well the misery of living in a fallen world.  The misery 
of suffering.  The misery of affliction and the oppression of God’s 
curse upon the whole of our lives.  You suffer.  And eventually you 
die.  We have all experienced a full year now of life being 
dominated by the presence of COVID-19.  Life is full of misery.  
And what can I say to you in all of that?

My own sympathy might have a small measure of help, but 
only a small amount.  The fact that I am moved to compassion for 
your plight might be encouraging, but only a little bit.  But here 
before us in Exodus 3 is the realization that God has compassion. 
That God is merciful, looking tenderly upon you in your deepest 
distress.

Ps. 103:8  “The LORD is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, 
and abounding in mercy.”

Ps. 86:13 For great is Your mercy toward me, And You have 
delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 14 O God, the proud 
have risen against me, And a mob of violent men have sought my 
life, And have not set You before them. 15 But You, O Lord, are a 
God full of compassion, and gracious, Longsuffering and 
abundant in mercy and truth. 16 Oh, turn to me, and have mercy 
on me! Give Your strength to Your servant, And save the son of 
Your maidservant. 17 Show me a sign for good, That those who 
hate me may see it and be ashamed, Because You, LORD, have 
helped me and comforted me.”

That’s mercy.  God has heard the cries of his people in 
distress, and, people of God, he hears yours.  And in that, he is 
good.  So we see in response to our affliction,

C. The benevolence of God.
The good will of God in action.  The act of God’s goodness.  It 

is his covenant promise.
v.8

Not just a deliverance out of Egypt.  But a deliverance into this 
glorious land of promise, the land flowing with milk and honey.  
Likewise,

v.16-17

That’s the goodness of God, the benevolence of God.  And 
thus, 

II. GOD’S PROMISE OF DELIVERANCE FROM BONDAGE 
AND MISERY.

That’s what this is all about.  God promises to  redeem his 
people.  It is nothing less than the promise of salvation.

v.8  “So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of 
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the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and 
large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey.”

In the typology of redemptive history,

A. The children of Israel will be brought out of Egypt. 
They will be redeemed.  They will be saved.
v.10

Notice there that,
B. The man of God will lead his people out of Egypt.
Namely, Moses.
v.10-11

And just to be sure that you see the connection between the 
person and work of Moses and that of Jesus, hear what is written 
in,

Heb. 3:1  “Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly 
calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, 
Christ Jesus, 2 who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as 
Moses also was faithful in all His house. 3 For this One has been 
counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who 
built the house has more honor than the house. 4 For every 
house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God. 5 
And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a 
testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward, 6 but 
Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we 
hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the 
end.”

Thus, what Moses is called to do for the people of Israel is a 
portrait of Jesus himself.  It was the work of redemption, leading 
his people out of bondage and misery.

And God had a great purpose for all of that.  He had an 
overarching purpose for this great work of redemption.  It wasn’t 
just a salvation from sin.  But a salvation to worship.  He saves us 
to make us worshipers!

C. The purpose of deliverance is worship.
The idea is very simple.  God is seeking worshipers.  He calls 

you unto salvation so that you will offer to him the sacrifice of your 
whole life as your own spiritual worship.  And he calls you to 
worship him as a member of the body of Christ, the church.  

We will see that idea repeatedly throughout this book of 
Exodus, and so I will point it out this afternoon.

v.12

On this mountain!  You will worship me, you will offer my 
sacrifices, on this mountain.  That is the language of worship.  
And again we read,

v.18

Again, let me draw all of this back to our own present 
circumstance.  God redeems us, God saves us, so that we can 
gather together as a church to worship him.  You cannot be a 
Christian alone.  We offer our sacrifices to God, together.  We 
worship him together, here in this holy place, on this holy ground.

Do you remember Jesus and the woman of Samaria, whom 
he met at that well?  He identified her sin of multiple marriages, 
her sin of living with a man who wasn’t her husband.  And so she 
tried to change the subject.

John 4:19  The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You 
are a prophet. 20 "Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and 
you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to 
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worship." 21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is 
coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, 
worship the Father. 22 "You worship what you do not know; we 
know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. 23 "But the 
hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to 
worship Him. 24 "God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth." 25 The woman said to Him, "I know 
that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When He comes, 
He will tell us all things." 26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you 
am He."

The identification of the mountain as the place of worship is 
transformed into the identification of true worship, worship in spirit 
and truth.  And when that woman then makes a reference to the 
promised Messiah, Jesus identifies himself as God does in 
Exodus 3.  Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.” 

Literally, in the Greek, there is no predicate in that sentence.  
In other words, Jesus said to her, “The one speaking to you is ‘I 
am.’”  Jesus claims this great name of God, the one which God 
uses to identify himself to Moses in response to that great 
question I identified at the outset.  Who are you?  Who is God?  
What is God?  What is his name?  How can I identify him? 

Who is God?  What is his name?  Answer, “I am.”  It is a name 
of,

III. GOD’S COVENANT FAITHFULNESS.
Let me emphasize again how God is identifies in verse 13, as 

“the God of your fathers.”  The God who made a promise to your 
fathers.  The covenant God who made a covenant with your 
fathers.  That is the God who will go with you, Moses.

And his name, his glorious name, is “I am.”  “I am who I am.”  
Or even better, perhaps, “I am that I am.”  Do you get the sense 
of that name?  It is,

A. The name of God’s eternity.
The name that identifies the reality that God has no beginning.  

He makes no reference to an origin.  No birthday.  No name given 
by his predecessor.  This name belongs to God alone, and it 
distinguishes him from every one of us.

v.13-15

We count the years of our lives by our birthdays.  Our age.  
We all have a certain age.  You might be young, maybe 7 or 8 
years old.  Maybe you’re getting older, like 18.  Or 25.  Or 40.  
Maybe 70 or 80.  That age forms our identity.  As does your 
name, a name given you at birth.  Or a name you took upon your 
marriage.   So to prove your identity, you have a birth certificate, 
that identifies your parents.  That is your origin.  But not so for 
God.  He is eternal.

John 8:54  Jesus answered, "If I honor Myself, My honor is 
nothing. It is My Father who honors Me, of whom you say that He 
is your God. 55 "Yet you have not known Him, but I know Him. 
And if I say, ‘I do not know Him,’ I shall be a liar like you; but I do 
know Him and keep His word. 56 "Your father Abraham rejoiced 
to see My day, and he saw it and was glad." 57 Then the Jews 
said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen 
Abraham?" 58 Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, 
before Abraham was, I AM."

And so the familiar verse of,
John 1:1  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him 
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nothing was made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not comprehend it.”

People of God, there is no separation between the God who 
redeemed the nation of Israel and Jesus who was born as a man 
in order to redeem his sheep.  The great “I am” who would be with 
Moses is the great “I am” who would become “flesh and dwelt 
among us.”  And when Jesus walked upon this earth, “we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth.” 

God is eternal.  God is self-existent.  God identifies himself as 
“I am.”  Now, why is that important for you and me today?  
Because we are not eternal and self-existent.  We are mortal and 
corruptible.

As a church, we continue to deal with a great deal of 
significant reminders of that mortality.  Sickness and even death 
is all around us, in so many ways and in so many circumstances.  
The experience of death.  The threat of death.  The pain of death.  
And the painfulness of living in this mortal flesh with nothing but 
the expectation of death.  In that context, this is your only hope, 
the great “I am.”  This is your only hope, that the eternal God will 
be with you.  

And this is surely your only hope of salvation, that “I am” will 
deliver you from the bondage and misery of sin and the mortal 
corruption of our flesh that is the consequence of that sin.  

Let me conclude with one more thought.  It is not a 
complicated one, but a fundamental description of God and a 
necessary aspect of his saving work.  It is an introduction to all 
that follows in the next many chapters of this great book.  The 

whole context of Moses and Pharaoh.  In such repetitious detail.  
The ten plagues, and the final determination by Pharaoh to let the 
people of Israel go.  

Why will we read about all that?  What will all of that have to 
do with our encouragement and edification?  What is this final 
thought that will introduce the rest of the book of Exodus to us?  It 
is the revelation of,

B. The power of God’s sovereignty.
God is sovereign in bringing about the redemption of his 

people.  And Pharaoh is living proof.
v.19-22

You see, God’s sovereignty means God’s favor upon his 
people.  God’s sovereignty means God’s blessings to those whom 
he chooses to save.  And we shall see that played out before our 
eyes as we study this great book of the Exodus.

The Apostle Paul teaches us the final lesson about God’s 
sovereign power with respect to Pharaoh.

Rom. 9:17  “For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very 
purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, 
and that My name may be declared in all the earth." 18 Therefore 
He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens.”

And thus we learn from the Exodus about our own eternal 
salvation.

Rom. 9:16  “So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who 
runs, but of God who shows mercy.”

And I am right back to where I started.  The mercy of God to 
those who are in great misery.  And that is your only hope, your 
only hope.  Let me end with another Psalm, a psalm of great 
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hope, because God is so merciful.  You who suffer greatly will 
gain the greater encouragement from this declaration of God’s 
mercy.

Ps. 86:1  “Bow down Your ear, O LORD, hear me; For I am 
poor and needy. 2 Preserve my life, for I am holy; You are my 
God; Save Your servant who trusts in You! 3 Be merciful to me, O 
Lord, For I cry to You all day long. 4 Rejoice the soul of Your 
servant, For to You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 5 For You, Lord, are 
good, and ready to forgive, And abundant in mercy to all those 
who call upon You. 6 Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; And attend 
to the voice of my supplications. 7 In the day of my trouble I will 
call upon You, For You will answer me. 8 Among the gods there is 
none like You, O Lord; Nor are there any works like Your works. 9 
All nations whom You have made Shall come and worship before 
You, O Lord, And shall glorify Your name. 10 For You are great, 
and do wondrous things; You alone are God. 11 Teach me Your 
way, O LORD; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your 
name. 12 I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, And 
I will glorify Your name forevermore. 13 For great is Your mercy 
toward me, And You have delivered my soul from the depths of 
Sheol. 14 O God, the proud have risen against me, And a mob of 
violent men have sought my life, And have not set You before 
them. 15 But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and 
gracious, Longsuffering and abundant in mercy and truth. 16 Oh, 
turn to me, and have mercy on me! Give Your strength to Your 
servant, And save the son of Your maidservant. 17 Show me a 
sign for good, That those who hate me may see it and be 
ashamed, Because You, LORD, have helped me and comforted 
me.”

Who will be with you in life, even unto death?  Who is your 
only hope, and your only comfort?  This great God, whose name 
is “I am.”
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