
 Moses the Man of God
Deuteronomy 34:1-12

It’s been exactly two years since we began a study of this 
book of Deuteronomy.  We took several months off while we were 
meeting just once each Sunday, but this is my 62nd sermon on 
this great book.  The second giving of the law, the word of the 
Lord which came to the people of God just as they were about the 
enter and take possession of the land God had so clearly 
promised to them.  The next book in the Bible is, of course, 
Joshua, and that is a book about that very conquest.

I hope you have noticed and noted my stress throughout these 
last two years that Deuteronomy is not simply a history book.  Nor 
is it simply a book of law.  It is, rather, a covenant document, the 
story and account of the covenant relationship with God 
established with his people Israel, by grace.  This is a book about 
the grace of God, the saving work of God, the blessings and 
redemptive power of God.  And this is a book about Jesus, both in 
terms of preparing the way for Jesus to come in the flesh and in 
providing for us a foreshadowing picture of Jesus himself.  A type.  
And so Jesus would come according to God’s promise made so 
clear in,

Deut. 18:15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a 
Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you 
shall hear, 16 according to all you desired of the LORD your God 
in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not hear 
again the voice of the LORD my God, nor let me see this great 
fire anymore, lest I die.’  17 “And the LORD said to me: What they 
have spoken is good. 18 I will raise up for them a Prophet like you 
from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, 
and He shall speak to them all that I command Him. 19 And it 
shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks in 
My name, I will require it of him.”

So there would come, in the flesh, a prophet like unto Moses.  
And in case there is any doubt that refers to Jesus, we read in,

Acts 3:19  “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord, 20 and that He may send Jesus Christ, who 
was preached to you before, 21 whom heaven must receive until 
the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the 
mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. 22 For 
Moses truly said to the fathers, The LORD your God will raise up 
for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear 
in all things, whatever He says to you. 23 And it shall be that 
every soul who will not hear that Prophet shall be utterly 
destroyed from among the people.’”

So Deuteronomy is a book about Jesus, and the message of 
Deuteronomy is the message of the gospel.  I want that big 
picture to be clearly before us all as we conclude our study of this 
great book this morning.  I’ll begin with,

I. THE BLESSING OF LAND.
Such a huge, ever prominent theme in this book.  The 

promised land.  And as this book ends, with something of an 
epilogue written at least in part by someone other than Moses, we 
read about the great prophet viewing the land, from all four 
directions.

v.1-4

I cannot underestimate the importance of this land, the 
promise of this land.  The land was the very focus of the covenant 
God established with his people.  In fact,

A. Land is the symbol of the covenant identity of God’s 
people.
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That’s why this vision was so comprehensive.  Moses saw the 
whole land, from all directions, and though it is repeated that he, 
himself, would not personally live in the land, this last narrative 
about his life is focused upon the land which God has promised.  
And thus the land was a symbol of that covenant promise.  The 
land was a symbol of the identity of those who would inhabit the 
land.

I’m not too far removed from the Great Depression of the last 
century.  My parents were both born in the 1920s, and for that 
generation especially, land ownership was vital.  Land was the 
one thing that couldn’t be taken from you, you couldn’t lose it.  
And even if you lost your job, if you owned land, you had a place 
to live.  So I grew with the idea that renting was nothing but 
wasting money, paying rent was money lost, because you had no 
ownership to show for all your expenditures.  And land would 
typically stay in the family.  You didn’t sell your house and move 
every few years, you stayed on your own homestead the whole of 
your life. 

Our culture has certainly changed over the past couple 
generations, and land ownership isn’t necessary the primary 
objective of young adults, but we haven’t lost the idea altogether.  
Land is still a symbol of our identity, especially when you think in 
terms of our national identity.  Land defines our nation.  Territory, 
boundaries.  The land is the nation.  And that is very much the 
idea here.

But, again, as I’ve often stressed, it is not just a matter of 
geography.  The importance of the land is not simply as a 
geographical barriers.  Land is at the heart of God’s covenant 
promise to his people.  It is the very symbol of their identity.  We 
go all the way back to Abraham.

Gen. 12:1  “Now the LORD had said to Abram:  “Get out of 

your country, From your family And from your father’s house, To a 
land that I will show you.  2 I will make you a great nation; I will 
bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a 
blessing.  3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him 
who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” 

The land and the nation were one and the same!  And the 
promise was clear,

Gen. 12:7  “Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To 
your descendants I will give this land.”     

And obviously, the land also had direct reference to those who 
would be numbered as Abraham’s descendants.  In other words, 
the people of God.  The covenant people of God.

Gen. 13:14  And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot had 
separated from him: “Lift your eyes now and look from the place 
where you are—northward, southward, eastward, and westward; 
15 for all the land which you see I give to you and your 
descendants forever. 16 And I will make your descendants as the 
dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the 
earth, then your descendants also could be numbered.”

This is the covenant relationship between God and his people.  
Gen. 15:18  “On the same day the LORD made a covenant 

with Abram, saying:  “To your descendants I have given this land, 
from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates.”

The covenant promise of God was the promise of land, the 
promise of land to the people of God. The land was the symbol of 
the identity of those covenant people.  Let me bring that idea into 
the clearer teaching of the New Testament.  The promise of the 
land was nothing less than the promise of salvation, a promise to 
be received by faith.
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Heb. 11:8  “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to 
go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And 
he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he dwelt 
in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 10 
for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God.”

More specifically, the land promised to the covenant people of 
God is nothing less than heaven itself.

Heb. 11:13  “These all died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, 
embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things declare 
plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called 
to mind that country from which they had come out, they would 
have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a better, 
that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.”

And we know exactly what that city is, in the fullest 
understanding of all that God has promised his covenant people.  
We could simply call it heaven, but there is an even more 
description account in,

Rev. 21:1  “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was 
no more sea. 2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband.”

So this promise of the land is nothing less than the promise of 
the new Jerusalem, it is the promise of heaven, or the new 
heavens and the new earth.  

B. Land is the sign of God’s certain promise of eternal 
glory.

It is the place we will live when we, as God’s people, are made 
perfect in glory.  It defines our identity as God’s people.  And this 
promise of land is ours, we who believe in Jesus.  Paul makes 
that perfectly clear in,

Gal. 3:7  “Therefore know that only those who are of faith are 
sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham 
beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.” 9 So 
then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.”

As we read in our text, the land Abraham saw on that day was 
a promise to all his descendants, to all who would believe in 
Jesus.

v.4

But what should we make of the reality of Deuteronomy 34, in 
which Moses actually dies?

v.5

First of all, let me remind you what death is.  It is the curse 
God pronounced upon sin.

Gen. 2:15  “Then the LORD God took the man and put him in 
the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. 16 And the LORD God 
commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you 
may freely eat; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 
surely die.”

Rom. 6:23  “For the wages of sin is death…”

And, Rom. 5:12  “Therefore, just as through one man sin 
entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread 
to all men, because all sinned.”
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So Moses’ death here makes the point very plain and clear,

A. The reality of death is inescapable.
There is redemption, for sure.  There is salvation.  There is the 

promise of eternal life.  There is the promise of the gospel, and 
the forgiveness of sins.  But still, until the end of this age, death is 
inescapable, the final enemy to be destroyed.  So as we read in,

1 Cor. 15:50  “Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit 
incorruption.”

Death is inescapable, and Moses’ death here at this point 
reinforces that reality.  This promise of the land, this promise of 
eternal life, is not tied to our earthly bodies, our flesh and blood.  
So God, in his providence, even determines that the location of 
Moses’ would remain unknown, lest anyone be tempted to be 
focused upon that physical existence.

v.6

I should note, however, that this experience of death is, 
nonetheless, painful.  Grievous.

v.8

B. The grief of death is painful.
Jesus himself wept at the personal presence of death, the 

death of his friend Lazarus.  Death still stings, it is still unnatural, 
in the sense that God made us body and soul to be joined 
together.  Death separates the two, the body returning to the dust 
of the ground and the soul of the believer returning to the 
presence of God.   

And that is painful.  
Gen. 3:19  “In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till 

you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust 
you are, And to dust you shall return.”

The pain of that curse will be removed only in heaven, when 
death itself is removed.  As we read,

Rev. 21:4  “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away.”

And yet there is another detail provided for us in our text, a 
detail I believe intended for our encouragement.  Namely, that,

C. The power of death is limited by God.
Even now.  Even in this age, God is able to restrain the effects 

of our mortality.  
v.7

Now, this example give us no guarantee that God will always 
provide this blessing, nor that he will do so under any normal 
circumstance or ordinary occasion.  But the point is that his power 
extends even over the power of death.  He himself is the ruler of 
life and death, he ordains the days of our lives and the length of 
our years.

We need that perspective on life, when God, in his mercy, 
grants good health and long life, or on the occasions when the 
Lord in his providence brings an end to life at a time when we 
might label it “too soon.”  Some of God’s people die young, 
prematurely from our perspective.  But the encouragement 
remains, that God is the source of strength and life.  Indeed, 
without that, we would all die immediately.  God sustains life, and 
he alone has that power.  As he displays for Moses, obviously 
emphasizing that although Moses himself won’t enter the 
promised land, even though he will die and be buried “in a valley 
in the land of Moab,” still his mercy never ceases.  Moses’ “eyes 
were not dim nor his natural vigor diminished.”
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Let me end then as the book ends, with its emphasis on,

III. THE PROVISION OF A PROPHET.
And here we see the transition from Moses to Joshua, and in 

a very real sense, the identity of the man is not what is important.  
It could be either one, because both of them are mere men, and 
both of them find their significance as a prophet only in the 
provision of God.  So with Joshua, what gets the emphasis here 
is that,

A. A proph1et is prepared by God.
v.9

Note that Moses himself was used, by the laying on of hands, 
but the point is not that Moses conferred his ability and power 
upon Joshua, but that God did so, through that particular method.  
Joshua “was full of the spirit of wisdom,” clearly a reference to 
God’s equipping, and still their was the laying on of hands.

Interesting, God still uses that method.  God still uses the 
laying on of hands to identify those who rule and teach in the 
church today, with the same emphasis of his own provision of 
equipping and preparing.  Remember Paul’s young disciple 
Timothy.

1 Tim. 4:12  “Let no one despise your youth, but be an 
example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to 
exhortation, to doctrine. 14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, 
which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the 
hands of the eldership.”

Similarly,
1 Tim.1:6  “Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God 

which is in you through the laying on of my hands.”

Ordination, as we call it today, is not simply a tradition of men.  
It is an ongoing means by which God demonstrates that it is he 
who prepares men for the ministry of the church.  I still remember 
that day, though for me it is so many years ago now, 34 years.  
Yet other than the day I was married, that day most defines my 
identity and has determined the course of my life.  And I have 
never forgotten this great awareness that I had on that day back 
in 1987, that God prepares those whom he calls to ministry.

None of the men who laid hands on me conferred on me any 
gift or strength for the work of the gospel ministry.  But I believe 
God did, through them, through that outward act which he has 
defined for us, even in this age of the New Covenant.

No one ordained as a minster of the gospel is a prophet like 
Moses, or Joshua, for the Old Testament prophets were equipped 
in ways that would prepare the way for Jesus to come.  And 
Jesus has come as our great prophet, our chief prophet.  But in 
the new context of the new covenant, those who preach the 
gospel are still prepared by God for that work to which he has 
called them today.  The laying on of hands remains to be a 
significant part of that.

And it is personal!  
B. A prophet is known by God.
For Moses, as this great book comes to an end, we see the 

phrase in,
v.10

This is a very special, particular kind of knowledge.  Face to 
face.  Even mouth to mouth.  That’s a prophet in the fullest sense 
of the Old Testament prophets who came before Christ.  God put 
his words into their mouths.  

Num. 12:6. “Hear now My words:  If there is a prophet among 
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you, I, the LORD, make Myself known to him in a vision; I speak 
to him in a dream.  7 Not so with My servant Moses; He is faithful 
in all My house.  8 I speak with him face to face, Even plainly, and 
not in dark sayings;  And he sees the form of the LORD.  Why 
then were you not afraid To speak against My servant Moses?”

We don’t see God face to face in this age, for God has 
revealed himself so perfectly in the person of his son Jesus.  But 
with Moses, remember his encounter with God on Mt. Sinai.  
Face to face.  As personal as it could possibly be.  And that is the 
source of his power and his authority.  Thus Moses had such 
great power. He was privileged to exercise God’s power.

C. A prophet is given power by God.
v.11-12

There is a reason for that display of power.  It was to validate 
the presence of God himself.  To reveal the power of God himself.  
And we see these very things, in an even more perfect fulfillment  
when Jesus is, himself, made known.  He too was attested, 
authenticated, by the exercise of supernatural power.  As we read 
in Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost

Acts 2:22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, 
a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs 
which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also 
know…”

Likewise, Jesus is himself identified and set apart as the Son 
of God with the description is given in,

Heb. 2:4  “God also bearing witness both with signs and 
wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
according to His own will.”

So, all that Moses did, all the power he displayed, was but a 

demonstration of the prophet like unto Moses who would later 
come into the world, the incarnate son of God.  And that is where 
we leave Deuteronomy.  With the expectation of Jesus.  With the 
picture of Jesus shining clearly before us.

Let me end this morning, and our study of Deuteronomy, with 
one final New Testament reference to Moses.  Or I should say, 
one final New Testament reference to Moses as a figure of Jesus.  
The point of Deuteronomy was never that we as God’s people 
should bring our honor and obedience to Moses the prophet.  But 
that Moses the prophet would bring us to Jesus the prophet.  That 
point was made so plainly in the event we call the transfiguration.

Mat. 17:1  “Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and 
John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves; 
2 and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the 
sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. 3 And behold, 
Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. 4 Then 
Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be 
here; if You wish, let us make here three tabernacles: one for You, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  5 While he was still speaking, 
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice 
came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased. Hear Him!” 6 And when the disciples heard it, 
they fell on their faces and were greatly afraid. 7 But Jesus came 
and touched them and said, “Arise, and do not be afraid.” 8 When 
they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.”

And so I proclaim to the the prophet like unto Moses.  The 
beloved son of God, in whom God was well pleased.  And it is to 
him that we owe our worship and the service of our lives.
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