
A Final Blessing
Deuteronomy 33:1-29

A blessing from God.  That’s where we have come to in our 
study of Deuteronomy.  A final blessing.  Some commentators 
believe these words may even have been added after Moses’ 
death, as was chapter 34 which describes his death, given the 
wording of verse 1.  Others believe perhaps that the words were 
written by Moses, but pronounced after his death, and that 
suggestion seems to make sense to me.  But whatever the exact 
timeframe, this blessing was the conclusion of Moses ministry to 
the people of God, a ministry by which God spoke to his people.  
This book is not simply a book of the words of Moses, but a book 
of the words of God which he put into the mouth of Moses.  That’s 
what a prophet is, that’s what a prophet does.  He speaks the 
word of God to the people of God.

And that word, given through Moses, now comes to an end 
with a great blessing.  

v.1

We know what that blessing is, in its most general terms.  It is 
the blessing of life.  That blessing is, ultimately, nothing less than 
the very blessing of the gospel.  And notice the familiarity Moses’ 
words,

Deut. 30:11 “For this commandment which I command you 
today is not too mysterious for you, nor is it far off. 12 It is not in 
heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend into heaven for us 
and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 13 Nor is it 
beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for 
us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 14 But the 
word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you 
may do it. 15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, 
death and evil, 16 in that I command you today to love the LORD 

your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, 
His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; 
and the LORD your God will bless you in the land which you go to 
possess.”

Deut. 30:19  “I call heaven and earth as witnesses today 
against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing 
and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your 
descendants may live; 20 that you may love the LORD your God, 
that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for 
He is your life and the length of your days; and that you may dwell 
in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”

Choose life!  It’s not too hard to understand, not too 
mysterious.  Paul uses this same language when he calls upon 
his readers to believe in Jesus, to call upon his name for 
salvation.

Rom. 10:5  “For Moses writes about the righteousness which 
is of the law, “The man who does those things shall live by them.” 
6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do not say in 
your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring 
Christ down from above) 7 or, “ ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ 
” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).8  But what does it 
say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that 
is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess with 
your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart 
one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever 
believes on Him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is 
rich to all who call upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name 
of the LORD shall be saved.”
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So it is that same blessing that I preach to you today.  The 
blessing of life.  Eternal life.  So choose life.  Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, call upon his name, and you shall be saved.  That’s 
the blessing.  Ultimately, that’s the message of Deuteronomy 33.  
Let’s look at the details.  We see so obviously,

I. A BLESSING FROM GOD FOR HIS PEOPLE.  
v.1

Moses the man of God is the instrument, the messenger.  But 
the blessing is from God.  And first of all, at the outset, what is so 
noticeable is that the blessing is in God’s own revelation of 
himself.  That, by itself, is a blessing.  God himself is the blessing.  
And,

A. God has revealed himself to his people with great 
glory.

Look at the words,  v.2

Remember actually happened at Mt. Sinai, just how it was that 
God appeared.  It was spectacular.  It was divine, a divine 
revelation.  The external appearance was obvious in its meaning.  
A manifestation of God’s great, unique glory.

Ex.19:18  “Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, 
because the LORD descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended 
like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked 
greatly. 19 And when the blast of the trumpet sounded long and 
became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him 
by voice. 20 Then the LORD came down upon Mount Sinai, on 
the top of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses to the top of 
the mountain, and Moses went up.”

There was nothing casual about this revelation of God, 
nothing comfortable or even safe.  The Psalmist puts it this way,

Ps. 68:8  “The earth shook; The heavens also dropped rain at 
the presence of God; Sinai itself was moved at the presence of 
God, the God of Israel.”

That’s the glory of God.

In our text, notice the emphasis upon God as light, God 
shining forth.  He “dawned on them” according to verse 2.  And he 
“shone forth.”  To quote one commentator, “Under a beautiful 
metaphor, borrowed from the dawn and progressive splendor of 
the sun, the Majesty of God is sublimely described as a divine 
light which appeared in Sinai and scattered its beams on all the 
adjoining region in directing Israel's march to Canaan. In these 
descriptions of a theophania, God is represented as coming from 
the south, and the allusion is in general to the thunderings and 
lightnings of Sinai.”

This glory of God is then joined with descriptions of his power.  
Unique power, divine power.  Supernatural power.

v.2. “And He came with ten thousands of saints; From His right 
hand.”

The right hand is, of course, the position of power and 
authority.  And ten thousand saints accompanying him.  In others, 
an unlimited number, as a thousand means all of them.  And ten 
adds the emphasis of fullness as well.  We might call it a gazillion.  
Or mathematically, an infinite number.  That’s power! 

And authority.  The authority of the law.  A fiery law, again 
representing great power.  

v.2  “From His right hand Came a fiery law for them.”

But notice something really important.  This God of power and 
authority is also a God of love.
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B. God has revealed himself to his people with words of 
love and power.
“Notwithstanding those awe-inspiring symbols of Majesty that 

were displayed on Sinai, the law was really given in kindness and 
love.”  So we read,

v.3

Both that characteristics are so crucial.  A God without power 
is hardly worthy our worship and devotion.  But a God power 
without love is dangerous.  Harmfull.  So this glorious God of 
infinite and unlimited power, who can do whatever he pleases 
according to the pleasure of his own will, is a God who reveals 
himself to his covenant people as a God in infinite and perfect 
love. 

That’s important, isn’t it?  As a motivation for our worship, and 
as the context for our love and devotion to him.  God loves his 
people.  And he has shown us that love, even as he has revealed 
himself with his words, his word.  

v.3 “All His saints are in Your hand; They sit down at Your feet; 
Everyone receives Your words.”

The word is love.  With obvious applications for us,
1 John 4:7  “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of 

God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 
He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In 
this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent 
His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”

So this blessing is ours as well, the blessing of God’s love 
along with his power.  That is, of course, the blessing of Jesus 

who became a man and lived among us on earth.
John 3:16  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might 
be saved.”

Let’s keep going through this chapter, and note how the 
blessing is for everyone, all of God’s people. 

II. A COMPREHENSIVE BLESSING FROM GOD FOR HIS 
PEOPLE.

v.5
All the tribes.

A. A blessing is given to all the tribes.
It is worth emphasizing how this comprehensive blessing is 

different from previous generations.  Before this time, God 
emphasized his right to distinguish, his right to choose.  So God 
chose Abraham.  We’re not told why.  From the children of 
Abraham, it was Isaac who as chosen, not Ishmael.  And of Isaac, 
it was Jacob who was chosen not Esau.  That choice was so 
particularly significant in terms of God’s election, as we read,

Rom. 9:6  “But it is not that the word of God has taken no 
effect. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, 7 nor are they 
all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, “In Isaac 
your seed shall be called.” 8 That is, those who are the children of 
the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the children of the 
promise are counted as the seed. 9 For this is the word of 
promise: “At this time I will come and Sarah shall have a son.”  10 
And not only this, but when Rebecca also had conceived by one 
man, even by our father Isaac 11 (for the children not yet being 
born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who 
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calls), 12 it was said to her, “The older shall serve the younger.” 
13 As it is written, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated.”

Clearly, God had revealed his right to choose, and he chose in 
love.  Ultimately, of course, we read that all of God’s people are 
the people of his choice, his elect.  

Eph. 1:3  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons 
by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His 
will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made 
us accepted in the Beloved.”

But here in Deuteronomy, with the descendants of Jacob, the 
blessing becomes universal, as it were.  Not to everyone in the 
whole world, to be sure, but just as sure, the blessing is for all the 
descendants of Jacob.  All 12 tribes.  And that is significant.  It 
points us to the truth of the blessing of the gospel I have already 
been trying to emphasize,

Rom. 10: 11  “For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on 
Him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all 
who call upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name of the 
LORD shall be saved.”

The blessing is for everyone, every nation, every tribe, every 
tongue.  And that is the meaning and emphasis of, 

1 John 2:1  “My little children, these things I write to you, so 
that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 And He Himself is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 
whole world.”

All the tribes of Israel receive God’s blessing.  Let’s look briefly 
at them all, noting,

B. A specific blessing is given to each of the tribes.
The point here, is that we can add up all these blessings 

together.  Each one represents one particular emphasis or focus, 
but the real emphasis is that for the people of God, these 
blessings are compounded.  Joined together.  And they are all 
ours now in Christ Jesus.  “He has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” 

The first one mentioned is Reuben.  The blessing of life itself.  
And abundance of life.

v.6

Then Judah.
v.7

Judah would have great power and independence.  He would 
take the lead in military expeditions as well.  Then Levi, the tribe 
of the priests.  Their role within the nation of Israel can’t be 
underestimated, as we read in the instructions to Aaron, of the 
tribe of Levi,

Lev. 10:8  “Then the LORD spoke to Aaron, saying: 9 “Do not 
drink wine or intoxicating drink, you, nor your sons with you, when 
you go into the tabernacle of meeting, lest you die. It shall be a 
statute forever throughout your generations, 10 that you may 
distinguish between holy and unholy, and between unclean and 
clean, 11 and that you may teach the children of Israel all the 
statutes which the LORD has spoken to them by the hand of 
Moses.”

Here is our text we read of the emphasis upon the ability of 
the priests to know and discern God’s will, through the urim and 
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the thumim. Such a great blessing that was.
v.8-11

So much to be said there.  Such a high honor to be the 
representative of God, though I should note that for us today, we 
are all priests!  We all have such access to God ourselves, with 
Jesus as our high priest.  In many ways, there is no greater 
blessing that we could possibly enjoy throughout this age.

Then Benjamin.
v.12

The idea there is, I believe, that the temple itself on Mount 
Moriah lay in the territory of Benjamin.  So God himself would 
dwell within the land of Benjamin, “he shall dwell between His 
shoulders.”  The blessing of God’s own presence.

Next Joseph, the beloved son whom God so personally 
protected and rewarded.

v.13-17

All of those words emphasize the particular glory due to 
Joseph, the honor he was afforded for his faithful to God.  And his 
tribe got a double blessing, as it were, in that two of his sons are 
typically included in the listing of the tribes, the half-tribes of 
Manasseh and Ephraim.

These words are clearly messianic, and though Jesus’ 
genealogical line is traced through Judah, there is much 
emphasis with Joseph which Jesus so specifically fulfills as well.  
Especially,

v.17  “His glory is like a firstborn bull, And his horns like the 
horns of the wild ox.”

Note the prosperity and success promised in Joseph’s 
blessing as well,

v.17  “…Together with them He shall push the peoples To the 
ends of the earth.”

Then comes Zebulon.  And also Issachar.
v.18-19

About Gad we read this,
v.20-21

Gad settled first, on the east side of the Jordan River, and 
gained renown for military strength and might.  The words of the 
blessing are certainly praiseworthy.

After Gad comes Dan.
v.22

Again to quote a commentator, “His proper settlement in the 
south of Canaan being too small, he by a sudden and successful 
irruption, established a colony in the northern extremity of the 
land. This might well be described as the leap of a young lion 
from the hills of Bashan.”

Then the fertile and pleasant land of Naphtali.
v.23

The next blessing, to Asher, seems to describe a summary of 
all the riches of God’s blessings possible in this new promised 
land,

v.24-25

Again, the point is that all these particular blessings 
foreshadow and picture for us the blessings that are ours now, in 
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Jesus.  These blessings are ours as God’s people, in their 
fullness.  For we live under God’s blessing!  We live under his 
care and his love, protected by his power.  And we marvel at his 
power.

All of which brings us back to this blessing more broadly 
considered.  In particular, 

III. THE PRIVILEGES OF OUR BLESSINGS AS GOD’S 
PEOPLE.

Privileges of the people of God.  Privileges of those who 
belong to Jesus.  And what are they?  First,

A. The privilege of unique power and authority exercised 
on behalf of his people.

In other words, all these divine attributes of God are exercised 
for the benefit of his people!

v.26

And so we praise our great God with the words of,
Ex. 15:11 “Who is like You, O LORD, among the gods?  Who 

is like You, glorious in holiness, Fearful in praises, doing 
wonders?  12 You stretched out Your right hand; The earth 
swallowed them.  13 You in Your mercy have led forth The people 
whom You have redeemed; You have guided them in Your 
strength To Your holy habitation.”

The same idea is expressed in,
Ps. 68:1  “Let God arise, Let His enemies be scattered; Let 

those also who hate Him flee before Him.  2 As smoke is driven 
away, So drive them away; As wax melts before the fire, So let 
the wicked perish at the presence of God.  3 But let the righteous 
be glad; Let them rejoice before God; Yes, let them rejoice 
exceedingly.  4 Sing to God, sing praises to His name; Extol Him 
who rides on the clouds, By His name YAH, And rejoice before 

Him.  5 A father of the fatherless, a defender of widows, Is God in 
His holy habitation.  6 God sets the solitary in families; He brings 
out those who are bound into prosperity; But the rebellious dwell 
in a dry land.”

Then,

B. The privilege of safety and protection.
v.27-28

As Moses himself would write in,
Ps. 90:1  “Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all 

generations.  2 Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever 
You had formed the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to 
everlasting, You are God.”

And another Psalm with this same praise offered to the 
promise of God’s blessing,

Ps. 46:1  “God is our refuge and strength, A very present help 
in trouble.  2 Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be 
removed, And though the mountains be carried into the midst of 
the sea; 3 Though its waters roar and be troubled, Though the 
mountains shake with its swelling.”

That blessing, too, is ours, in Jesus.  And in his own words,
John 16:33  “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me 

you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”

The new wine and oil of verse 28 is, as well, a prediction of 
heaven.  A description of heaven.  In the most prosperous and 
glorious words possible.  And with that comes the final privilege of 
our blessings as God’s people,

C. The privilege of happiness.
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v.29

The word “blessing” can and does also mean “happiness,” 
though not in a simple, superficial kind of way.  The focus is upon 
the happiness of the soul.  The happiness of the heart that loves 
God.  The happiness of the one whose sins are forgiven.

There is no greater blessing that to know God and be known 
by him.  There is no greater blessing than the privilege of being 
called the children of God, sons and daughters of the most high.  
And to use the more familiar language of our day, there is no 
greater happiness.

So hear and receive these blessings, you who love God.  And 
worship with all your heart the great and glorious God who gives 
you such a blessing even today.

Eph. 1:3  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ.”
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