
Worthy of the Gospel
Philippians 1:27-28

Let me remind you where we are in Philippians this afternoon.  
Paul so clearly gets to the heart of the matter of life and death 
with those two familiar declarations, “For to me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain.”  So let’s build upon that today.  We know so 
clearly, that to die is gain.  We know, as Christians, the freedoms 
and the blessings that death will afford to us.  These aren’t empty 
words or simply pious platitudes, and anyone has confronted 
death themselves or who has grieved the death of a loved one 
understands their significance.  And anyone who has faced and 
felt the struggles of this world should understand the benefits of 
that point–to die is gain.  So says Paul, “My desire is to depart 
and be with Christ, which is far better.”

But there is still much meaning left for life!  There is still much 
application of the gospel left for life.  There are many things still to 
be said about life, and the conduct of your life.  So thoughts about 
the “gain” of death and the benefits of heaven don’t eliminate 
thoughts about how you should then live, here and now!  And 
Paul moves on from his own declaration of continuing life to the 
people of Philippi, and to us.  He will continue to live, and he will 
continue to minister the gospel.  He expects to see the Philippians 
again.

v.25-26

But as they “glory in Christ Jesus”, how then should they live?  
As they boast in the gospel and trust in the grace of God unto the 
promise of eternal life, what effect does that have upon their 
lives?  And the simple answer is, everything.

v.27

That’s where we pick up this afternoon, with a clear text that 
has something of a controversial subject today.  What does Paul 
mean, “let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ”?  Does 
that imply some sort of works-righteousness?  Does that imply 
some sort of merit or accomplishment that can be earned by the 
faithful Christian?  Does that mean you and I have to be worthy of 
our salvation?  And if so, how does our so-called worthiness fit 
together with the promise of God’s grace? 

Further, I could ask the question, does this verse give us the 
basis for exhortations and specific applications in preaching and 
teaching God’s word?  Is it legitimate for me to say to when I 
preach, what Paul says to the Philippians, “let your conduct be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ.”  And then comes the question, 
how can you define such a life?  Is the law of God that definition?  
Are we as Christians obligated to obey the law?  Can our 
obedience make us worthy of the gospel?

Those are all the sorts of questions I want to resolve by 
expounding God’s words this afternoon, beginning with this direct 
and obvious point,

I. YOUR CONDUCT MATTERS.
How you live matters.  And remember, 
v.20  “…according to my earnest expectation…as always, so 

now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by 
death.”

And how will Christ be magnified?  By your conduct!  By your 
godliness, by your righteousness.  By your law-keeping.  Yet to 
address all of those questions a few minutes ago, you are not 
earning your salvation.  You are not meriting God’s favor or 
denying the place and priority of the grace of God.  This is not 
works-righteousness or legalism of any kind.  It is rather the 
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simple reality that your conduct matters.  How you life your live 
matters before God.

Look carefully at the words of verse 27.  “Your conduct.”  Your 
manner of life.  The behavior of your life.  Literally, the word 
means your citizenship.  How you life as a citizen, and how you 
go about demonstrating and honoring your citizenship.

On a broad, political level, we could call it statesmanship.  In 
terms of our own government, how I long for politicians who 
would again act as statesmen, acting in the best interests of the 
country, acting with the consistent motive of what is good and 
best for the whole of the country, not just for their own political 
aspirations.  

How we need a revival of good citizenship in our country, a 
return to the sense of the glorious privilege of citizenship that 
would determine the character and conduct of your lives.  And 
now, it seems, that privilege of citizenship is trivialized and 
granted as a right rather than a privilege.  It’s granted without a 
commitment to statesmanship, without a commitment to a live 
worthy of that citizenship!  That’s the meaning of this Greek word 
in verse 20 translated, “your manner of life.”  “Let your manner of 
life be worthy of the gospel of Christ.”

The idea is of,
A. A right application of your Christian citizenship.

Citizenship is a helpful image for us as Christians, a helpful 
analogy.

Phil. 3:20  “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we 
also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will 
transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious 
body.”

Eph. 2:19  “Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God.”

Or, in similar language,
Col. 1:13  “He has delivered us from the power of darkness 

and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in 
whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 
sins.”

As Christians, we have citizenship.  And that citizenship has 
great privileges!  Most especially, eternal life.  And an inheritance 
reserved in heaven.  But that citizenship also has great 
responsibilities.  It is not that you earn your citizenship by the 
performance of your duties, but rather that the reality of your 
standing as a citizen needs to be lived out in very practical ways.

So if you are an alien in the United States of America, even if 
you are here legally seeking citizenship, but are convicted of a 
criminal offense, you forfeit your right to be a citizen!  Citizenship 
requires application!  Specifically, in the words here in our text,

B. A life worthy of the gospel.
v.27  “Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ.”

Now, let me say very clearly, that does not mean that you are 
worthy of your eternal salvation.  That does not mean that you, by 
your own performance of law-keeping or good works, accomplish 
your salvation by your own merit.  You never reach the place 
where you deserve the gift of eternal life, or become worthy of it.

This is not a denial of the doctrine of justification, where 
righteousness is credited to us, received by faith alone, and is not 
a work that you perform.  Living a life worthy of the gospel does 
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not mean that you have earned the rewards of the gospel, 
promises that are received freely as a gift, not by works, so that 
no one can boast.

So please let that bedrock foundation of the gospel remain 
firm and secure.  But what, then, do these words mean?  A life 
worthy of the gospel.  Simply this, a life that is consistent with the 
privileges of citizenship in the kingdom of heaven.  A life of 
gratitude, a life of love, a life of thanksgiving, for those who have 
received a free gift.  A life worthy of the gospel is a life that 
represents the proper and appropriate response to all of God’s 
good gifts.

So Paul would write,
Eph. 4:1  “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk 

in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.”

In Ephesians, he has spent three chapters expounding the 
glories of the grace of God in salvation.  Most notably,

Eph. 2:8  “For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest 
anyone should boast.”

Then he makes his application in Ephesians 1.  He makes that 
transition with the word “therefore.”  Therefore, on the basis of the 
promises of the gospel, on the basis of the gospel of God’s grace, 
therefore, “I beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which 
you were called.”  Same Greek word, same exact idea as 
Philippians 1.  Your conduct matters, and God calls you to live a 
life worthy of the gospel.  That’s the right application of your 
Christian citizenship.

Is that legalism?  No, beloved.  Legalism would be the duty 
and obligation to obtain your citizenship by the performance of 
your own good works.  What the apostle is teaching us here is 
that once you have become a citizen, once you have been 
granted that privilege, there are responsibilities that become the 
appropriate response to your citizenship.

Jesus sums up those responsibilities with one great 
commandment, 

Mat. 22:37  “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”

And what is love?
1 John 5:3  “For this is the love of God, that we keep his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.”

People of God, you who trust in Jesus for your salvation, I 
urge you to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.”  You who are citizens of the 
household of God, I urge you to “let your conduct be worthy of the 
gospel of Christ.”  “I beseech you to walk worthy of the calling 
with which you were called.”

Now, what does that mean?  The word Paul uses in verse 27 
is,

II. STANDING FAST.
v.27

There is a sense of strength and security in that word, 
“standing fast.”  It is a frequent reference for Paul, an obviously 
and highly important ideal.

2 Thes. 2:15  “Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the 
traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle.”
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Phil. 4:1  “Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my 
joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved.”

There are military implications for the word, in the context of 
military strength.  A sound protection against danger and the 
assaults of enemies.  A fortress or buttress, well supported and 
well guarded.  Impenetrable.  The word would also refer to the 
foundation of a building, providing the obvious stability needed for 
the building to stand.  It is something made firm, made secure.  
And regarding the Philippians, Paul wants to know, most of all, 
“that you are standing fast in one spirit.”

A. In one spirit.
When you read that, the immediate question is probably, does 

that mean the Holy Spirit or your own spirit within you?  The 
original, inspired text didn’t use capital letters, so we are left to 
our own wisdom and discernment.  Our English translations don’t 
capitalize “spirit,” and I would agree, making the reference to the 
spirit within a man, typically referring to his non-physical 
component of our human identity.  We are body and soul, physical 
and non-physical.  The spirit in man is real, it is a real component 
of our human nature, that part that is joined to the physical body 
in what we call physical life.  Death, then, is easily defined as the 
separation of body and soul, because the mortal body returns to 
the dust. 

So we stand fast “in one spirit.”  We stand firm with one spirit.  
We are many people, to be sure.  Different people.  Physically 
separated and distinct.  Yet the strength of our faith, the strength 
of our Christian conduct is that we join together “in one spirit.”  

That takes work.  That takes effort.  That takes commitment, 
for the spirit of a fallen man longs for his own authority, his own 
autonomy.  The fallen human spirit looks for his own 

advancement and his own glory.  Thus the call to a life worthy of 
the gospel is a life of humility, putting to death the priority of self-
advancement.  It is a life of mutual submission.  A life of 
gentleness.

Eph. 4:1  “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk 
in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.” 

Where does this sense of “one spirit” come from?  Humility, 
gentleness, and patience.  That’s the manner of life that is worthy 
of the gospel.  Along with living together,

B. With one mind.
Let me emphasize how these matters of Christian conduct are 

corporate matters.  They are relationship issues, how we interact 
with one another.  That’s Paul’s burden for the Philippians, for 
every church.  That the people of God stand firm in one spirit and 
with one mind.  The word here comes into English often 
translated “soul.”  Or psyche.  Here, I think it is well understood 
with reference to the mind.  Or, perhaps even, the will.  

The component parts of a human being are sometimes hard to 
distinguish entirely, because they so fully fit together.  And we 
cannot be separated into our component parts.  We cannot be 
divided up and parsed so that each part is looked at 
independently.  So “soul” and “spirit” are joined together.  Mind, 
will, and spirit cannot ultimately be separated, and I’m not 
attempting to do that here today.  Rather, as a whole, we can 
understand the different parts, and again, mind is a very helpful 
translation here.  

v.27  “…that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind.”
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Paul will come back to this in,
Phil 2:2  “…fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the 

same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be 
done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind 
let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look 
out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of 
others.”

Then, of course, the ultimate example
Phil. 2:5  “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 

Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery 
to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking 
the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.”

Only when you become a servant can you strive together with 
others “with one mind.”  And here is what it looks like in practice,

Acts 2:42  “And they devoted themselves to the apostles ' 
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders 
and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who 
believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And 
they were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by 
day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their 
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 
47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being 
saved.”

In one spirit.  With one mind.  So let’s go back to,
v.27  “…striving together.”

That’s what it means to stand fast.

C. Striving together.
For what purpose?  For the gospel.  For the faith of the 

gospel.  Here, I believe that refers to the content of the gospel.  
The truths of the gospel.  Similar to what we saw in,

Jude 3  “Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you 
concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to 
you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was 
once for all delivered to the saints.”

So we are to contend for the faith, together.  We are to work 
hard to protect and proclaim the gospel, together.  So what we 
believe matters.  Doctrine matters.  Theology is important.  
Knowing and believing the Bible is crucial.  And defending what 
we believe is a vital element of our ability to stand firm in the faith, 
together.  And that is the goal,

D. The goal of faith.
The faith of the gospel.  The second time the word gospel is 

used in this verse, with obvious emphasis.  It is that faith that 
unites them together, joined as fellow soldiers in a common 
cause.

So what is that faith?  What is its definition?  Most simply, 
perhaps,

1 Cor. 1:23  “…but we preach Christ crucified.” 

Or in the straightforward words of,
1 John 5:11  “And this is the testimony, that God gave us 

eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son 
has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have 
life.”   

To add a little bit of content, in the familiar declaration of the 
Apostle Paul to the Corinthians,
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1 Cor. 15:1  “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I 
preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 and 
by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I 
preached to you— unless you believed in vain.  3 For I delivered 
to you as of first importance what I also received:that Christ died 
for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve.”

So the gospel is Jesus, the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus the Son of God.  And this is the goal we ought to preserve 
for ourselves, “that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one 
mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel.”

And, then, doing so with…
III. THE STRENGTH OF COURAGE.
v.28

Not frightened by your opponents, and they are sure to afflict 
you.  Not afraid of your enemies, the enemies of the gospel.  And 
the basis of that courage is,

A. The certainty of judgment upon the world.
So as you are called to stand firm, especially in the face of 

opposition, here is your encouragement,
2 Peter 3:7  “But by the same word the heavens and earth that 

now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of 
judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 8 But do not overlook 
this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to 
fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and 

then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the 
works that are done on it will be exposed.”

The day of the Lord will come, and the wicked will be judged!  
There are enemies now, to be sure.  Enemies of the gospel.  But 
they will be destroyed in the perfect judgment which God shall 
bring upon the world.  And with that judgment comes,

B. The certainty of salvation for God’s people.
Destruction of the wicked and the salvation of the righteous 

are a joint event.  They are actually simultaneous events.  And 
they are the final events marking the end of this age.  That 
certainty is for our encouragement, that no matter what the 
obstacles we might confront, whatever schemes the Devil might 
employ, whatever sufferings or trials we might endure, no matter 
how evil the evil might be, we can “stand fast in one spirit, with 
one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, and not in 
any way terrified by your adversaries.”

It’s the same exhortation that God gave to Joshua, isn’t it?
Josh. 1:9  “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 

courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for 
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

So here this exhortation.  Receive this encouragement.  
Contend for the faith with confidence and courage.  And “let your 
manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ.”

People of God, to live is Christ.  Christ is what matters.  And 
you and I are called to live in a manner that is worthy of the 
gospel of Jesus, a life that reflects the glory of the kingdom of 
God. 

v.27-28
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