
Amazing Love
1 John 3:1-3

Adoption is a common experience today, and a very blessed 
one.  Many families adopt children.  And there are many good 
reasons for that.  Sometimes, couples are simply unable to 
conceive children together and pursue adoption as the means to 
build their own family.  Sometimes, there are children in an 
extended family who have need, either by the neglect or even 
death of their birth parents, and are a adopted by relatives.  Or 
adopted by others through a foster system established in every 
state of our country.  Sometimes parents, or a single mother, 
simply recognize their inability to provide for the wellbeing of their 
children, or simply cannot provide all that is necessary for a child 
with special needs, and make a plan of adoption in what they 
sincerely believe to be the best interests of a child.  Sometimes 
adoption is international, with an intentional commitment of 
parents to bring into their family children from foreign countries 
who were in one way or another separated from their parents and 
promised no hope of any measure of happiness. 

In every case, there is one important similarity.  When a child 
is adopted, he or she is given the rights and privileges of a new 
family, a new name, even a new birth certificate.  It is a new 
family relationship that brings with it all the legal and personal 
status of every other child in that family.  So that families who 
have adopted children typically don’t refer to them as “adopted 
children”, just “children.”  And references to “adopted” children by 
contrast to “real children” are not only insensitive but offensive to 
most adoptive parents.  Adoption to a child means that have be 
given the privilege of joining a new family.  And it is now your 
family.  Your real family.  Your true family.

A couple generations ago a child who was adopted was often 

called a chosen child, since in generations past, parents wanting 
to adopt could simply choose a child from among many 
possibilities.  For a variety of reasons, that is no longer the case 
and parents wanting to adopt often face great obstacles, including 
both the exorbitant costs and the inordinate amount of time, tens 
of thousands of dollars and years and years of waiting.  

There is something else associated adoption as well, and that 
is the exercise of love.   A mother’s love.  A father’s love.  And 
while adopted children can really no longer be called chosen 
children, parents still make a choice.  It is a choice to love.

Now, when a woman gives birth, or when a man becomes a 
father, you make a choice to love also, but that is a natural 
choice.  That comes with being a human being.  You love your 
children when they are born.  There is not moment where you 
actually make that choice, as if there was a time before that 
choice was made.  But a parent who adopts does make that 
choice.  You don’t love because this child is literally your own 
flesh and blood.  Rather, you choose to place your love upon that 
child.  That’s what it means.

And that is what it means for God, and for us as those children 
whom he has adopted.  

The Bible has an interesting word for the relationship between 
God the Father and God the Son.  The word in the King James 
and New King James is translated “only begotten.”  

John 3:16  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.”   

John 1:14  “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.”
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The only begotten.  It is sometimes translated, for textual 
reasons, as “one and only”, or just “only,” and while I don’t want to 
get into the technical details of that this morning, I want to 
emphasize something communicated by both those translations.  
Jesus has a unique relationship to his father.  He is the one and 
only being who relates to God the Father as God the Son.  They 
exist from all eternity as father and son, and so we assign the 
word “begotten” to Jesus.  Or “only begotten.”  Even the phrase 
“eternally begotten.”  In other words, the father son relationship is 
one that exists in their very essence together, as if the son was 
begotten by the father, a word referring to the male contribution to 
the birth of a child.  A woman conceives a child, a man begets.  
That relationship between the father and son is, therefore, 
according to the Bible, unique.  But here’s the important part for 
us today, we too are called children of God.  But not begotten, not 
uniquely, by our very essence, his children.  But by adoption!  
That is John’s reference point in our text this morning,

v.1
The subject is adoption.  More specifically,

I. LOVE AND ADOPTION.
Adoption is a big deal in the Bible!  And it is in separately 

connected with the revelation of God’s love.
Eph. 1:4  “He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in 
love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ 
to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will.”

“In love, he predestined us to adoption…”  He predestined to 
choose us to be his children.  And let me emphasize just how 
significant that is with the words of,

Rom. 8:29  “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 
firstborn among many brethren.”

So Jesus is the firstborn, the “only begotten.”  But he has 
many brothers.  And sisters.  And that is you and I.  We are his 
brothers and sisters.

So we read in our text about,

A. The glory of adoption.
v.1

That glory is further explained by the words of,
Rom. 8:14  “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these 

are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage 
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we 
cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with 
our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer 
with Him, that we may also be glorified together.”

Likewise,
Gal. 4:6  “And because you are sons, God has sent forth the 

Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” 7 
Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir of God through Christ.”

2 Cor. 6:17  “Come out from among them And be separate, 
says the Lord.  Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive 
you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and 
daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.”

That’s the glory of adoption, that we would be his sons and 
daughters!  And as we read in our Shorter Catechism, question 
34, “Adoption is an act of God's free grace, whereby we are 
received into the number, and have a right to all the privileges of, 
the sons of God.”
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So people of God, “Behold what manner of love the Father 
has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God!”  
And earliest and most reliable Greek manuscripts even include for 
emphasis the words, “and we are.”

With that glory, with the adoption, with that awareness of all 
the privileges of adoption, particularly the right of an inheritance, 
John emphasizes for us,

B. The marvel of God’s love.
The English translations don’t quite express it clear enough, 

but the emphasis of verse 1 is upon the marvelous nature of 
God’s love, some we marvel at it.  The words “what manner of 
love” or “how great a love” implies that sort of astonishment and 
even admiration.  The first word of the sentence furthers that idea, 
“Behold…”  Look!  Pay attention.  How amazing is his love, the he 
would choose me to be his child.  That he would adopt me into his 
family.  Amazing love, how can it be.  That he would bestow that 
love upon me.  The NIV uses the word “lavish,” and I appreciate 
that translation.  “How great is the love the Father has lavished on 
us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we 
are!”

 John will go on to explain that love further in,
1 John 4:9  “In this the love of God was manifested toward us, 

that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another…19 We love Him because He first loved us.”

So you should marvel at this great love.  You should marvel at 
the amazing privileges that you who believe in Jesus gain as the 
sons and daughters of God.  You and I are therefore related to 

Jesus as our brother, he is the firstborn, we are those brought into 
the family by adoption.  And therefore we are even identified as 
joint-heirs with him.

Rom. 8:17  “…and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ.” 

And so we adopted children have an inheritance, what Peter 
calls,

1 Peter 1:4  “…an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and 
that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are 
kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.”

Surely that is the glory of adoption and the marvel of God’s 
love.  So we move on to,

v.2

What does that mean?  I would call it our hope.

II. THE HOPE OF CHILDREN.
The hope which children possess.  And in the Bible, the word 

hope refers to something that is sure and certain, just not yet in 
our actual possession.  And so our hope, because we are children 
of God, is that we shall be like him, according to verse 2.  But 
even before we get to that, let me emphasize what is then 
obvious, that we are not yet like him!  We are not yet perfect in 
righteousness.  We are not yet pure.  And so John emphasizes,

A. The reality of our present incomplete status.
v.2

So we groan, as Paul writes in Romans 8.  We groan as a 
woman groans in childbirth, before the baby is delivered.  There is 
such great hope in that, such unimaginable joy.  And obviously, 
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until the birth, it’s incomplete.
Rom. 8:22  “For we know that the whole creation groans and 

labors with birth pangs together until now. 23 Not only that, but we 
also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption 
of our body. 24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is 
seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? 
25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it 
with perseverance.”

Our hope is in the resurrection of our bodies, the redemption 
of our bodies, when we shall be raised in glory.  And no longer 
incomplete.  In the context of 1 John, that means no longer 
afflicted by sin.  But we are not there yet!  That’s the point in verse 
2.  “It has not yet been revealed what we shall be.”  In other 
words, we are not yet holy.  So much so, remember, that John 
has written,

1 John 1:8  “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us…10 If we say that we have 
not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”

We all have to come to terms with this.  Not as an excuse for 
our sins, not as a fit of despair that leaves you feeling like a 
helpless slave to your sins, but nonetheless, the conscious reality 
of those sins.  And with our sin, also our mortality, which is the 
consequence of sin, as we inherited not only Adam’s sinful nature 
after the fall, but we also inherited the curse.  The curse of death.  
The curse of pain, and toil, sickness and suffering.

That’s the reality of living in this fallen world.  So we groan.  
Longing for what is better, again, as the woman giving birth 
groans in anticipation of the good that will soon come.  That’s the 
hope of a Christian, the hope of one who has been given new 
birth, who has been given the right to be called the children of 

God,”
John 1:13  “…who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of 

the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

So John’s point is not an emphasis upon our present 
incompleteness, but upon,

B. The sure confidence of our future hope.
The contrast is what is in view!  And two things are part of that 

which we know about our future, two related things we will know 
when he is “revealed,” verse 2.  Remember from last week that 
emphasis upon Jesus’ second coming at the end of the age.  That 
is what is in view.

1 John 2:28  “And now, little children, abide in Him, that when 
He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed 
before Him at His coming.”

So what do we know about what will happen to ourselves at 
Jesus’ coming, when he appears?

v.2b  “…but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be 
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”

We shall be like him.  I believe the primary reference there is 
to righteousness.  Holiness.  We shall be perfect in 
righteousness, finally and forever free from even the temptation of 
sin.

I believe that is Peter’s meaning in,
2 Peter 1:3  “as His divine power has given to us all things that 

pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who 
called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us 
exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you 
may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world through lust.”
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We certainly don’t become gods, we don’t obtain a divine 
nature, but our human nature is changed.  Transformed from the 
fallen sinful nature we inherited from Adam to a renewed nature, 
perfect in holiness.

And that is God’s ultimate purpose for us, even in terms of his 
predestination.

Rom. 8:29  “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 
firstborn among many brethren.”

Notice how that them of adoption is again connected with this 
transformation of our being and character.  God predestined us, 
not to drag us kicking and screaming against our will in the 
kingdom of God, which is some people interpret the whole notion 
of predestination.  No, he chooses us in Christ in order to make 
us like Christ!  He saves us, in order to transform us.  To make us 
perfect.  That is our hope, our sure confidence.  And surely then, 
what Paul writes to the Philippians is entirely true,

Phil. 1:6  “…being confident of this very thing, that He who has 
begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ.”

Now, the application.  The purpose for what is writing here.  It 
is for our encouragement, that this will happen to us, that God will 
complete his work, he will complete our sanctification in what 
typically call our glorification.  But the purpose for expressing that 
hope is to provide for us now,

III. THE MOTIVATION FOR HOLINESS.
So the promise of what we shall be, when Jesus returns, is 

our motivation here and now!  
v.3

Or as I could put it much more broadly, the promise of God’s 
grace in our lives is the motivation for our diligence in terms of 
keeping the law now!  And,

A. Jesus is the standard of holiness.
That’s the pointed emphasis at the end of verse 3, “just as He 

is pure.”

To repeat my last point, God is making us like Jesus, and he 
will finish that work according to his own promise.  So the 
righteousness which Jesus had will not only be credited to us by 
faith, or imputed, but over time, to be completed at the end of the 
age, God will actually enable us to be righteous as he is 
righteous.  That is the standard.

1 Peter 1:13  “Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be 
sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be 
brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as obedient 
children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your 
ignorance; 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy 
in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am 
holy.”

So it is that,

B. Our salvation becomes the motivation for our 
holiness.

Paul writes Titus with these words,
Titus 2:11  “For the grace of God that brings salvation has 

appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in 
the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave 
Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed 
and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good 
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works.”

Grace teaches us to be holy in our conduct, as we look 
forward to the end of the age when we shall be made perfect and 
complete.  That is John’s application in this book he is writing for 
us, that is his emphasis and the meaning of what he writes,

v.3  “And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself.”

Everyone who knows of God’s saving love, everyone who 
knows of God’s love in terms of adoption, who knows and realizes 
the great privileges that are ours as children of God, everyone 
who knows and believes that their sins are forgiven because of 
the depth of our father’s love, “everyone who has this hope in Him 
purifies himself.”

So the grace of God is not an excuse to go on sinning.  The 
love of a Father is not a reason to presume upon his indulgence 
by continuing to live in sin.  No, all of this emphasis upon God’s 
fatherly love and his saving grace is to adequately and sufficiently 
motivate you to purify yourself here and now— looking forward to 
the day when you can see him fully, when you, in your own 
righteousness, can see Him as he is. 

And that is my exhortation to you as I preach this morning.  I 
proclaim to you the amazing love of God who is a father to those 
whom he loves.  And on the basis of that amazing love, by the 
work of God’s grace within you, I urge and exhort you to put sin to 
death, more and more, looking forward to the day when you shall 
be like him and when you shall see him as he is, perfect in 
righteousness.  And you, too, will share in the righteousness.

People of God, looking forward to that, purify yourselves 
today.  Do all that you can to put sin to death in your life today. 
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