
Strange Times
1 John 2:15-17

These are strange times for us all.  We are forbidden by 
executive order to leave our houses, except for certain necessary 
activities.  We are prohibited from traveling.  As of Monday at 5 
pm., we are forbidden to gather together in groups larger than 10.  
Our nation has all but shut down, as have nations all over the 
world.  There is a virus that no one can see, and such a new and 
novel virus that we human beings have no antibodies to kill it.  For 
many people, the sickness comes and goes.  But for many, many 
others, it brings a debilitating respiratory affliction that can claim 
your life.  Over 31,000 have died so far, 3,500 just yesterday.  So 
the world is passing away, as we read in verse 17.

Is. 40:6  “All flesh is grass, And all its loveliness is like the 
flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades, Because 
the breath of the Lord blows upon it; Surely the people are grass.  
8 The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God 
stands forever.”

Those words now take on a different meaning for us than they 
ever have.  For the next month at least, our lives will seem to be 
at a standstill.  The world around us will be at a standstill.  As 
human beings, we are like the grass that withers and the flower 
that fades.  And furthermore, ultimately, at the hand of God’s 
judgment upon the whole of this earth, we know that the whole 
earth itself will fade away.  It will be melted in the burning fire of 
God’s justice.

2 Peter 3:10  “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and 
the works that are in it will be burned up.”

So here is the question of the day.  Why do we still love the 

things of this world?  The answer, of course, is a matter of the 
heart.  And it is that issue of the heart that I want to address this 
morning from 1 John 2.  Simply put, the human heart, the fallen 
human heart, dead in sin and enslaved to sinful desires, loves the 
world.  That’s the foundation for what John is writing to us in our 
text this morning.     

I. WE ARE CONTINUALLY TEMPTED TO LOVE THE 
THINGS OF THIS WORLD.

v.15-16

It is really important here to understand the meaning of the 
word "world."  Sometimes the word means the universe or simply 
God's creation, the earth and sky and stars, all living creatures.  
That creation God said was very good.  The world as his physical 
creation is not sinful in itself, rather the created world displays 
God's glory and God's beauty.

But here, John means something else by the word "world."  
When John uses the word "world", he means the human world 
order that is hostile to God and under the influence of Satan.  For 
John, the word "world" describes the system organized in 
opposition to God and mankind in rebellions against God.  In 
other words, the world is everything and everyone that is opposed 
to God, evil and corrupted.  Paul describes the people who follow 
the ways of this world as people under the influence of the ruler of 
the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who 
are disobedient.  The world is the devil's sphere of influence.

And it is that world that still tempts us as Christians.  Three 
particular temptations.  First:

A.  Physical pleasure tempts us.
v.16  The lust of the flesh.  
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NIV  "Cravings of sinful man." What is that referring to?  Flesh 
refers to our fallen nature, not simply our physical body.  Flesh 
refers to that sinful nature that comes to all human beings through 
Adam and Eve.  The flesh is the seat of all our sinful desires, 
most especially physical pleasure.  Our flesh is that corruption 
that we must continually put to death, which continually wages 
war against our soul.  

Listen to Paul describe that war:
Gal. 5:116  “I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not 

fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one 
another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.” 

Rom. 7:14  “For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am 
carnal, sold under sin…18 For I know that in me (that is, in my 
flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how 
to perform what is good I do not find…23 But I see another law in 
my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing 
me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members”.

Rom. 8:7  “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for 
it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”

In a Christian, there is a constant war with the flesh, a 
constant temptation of physical pleasure.  A constant alert is 
needed to resist those temptations.

Rom. 13:14  “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.” 

Yet many people do make provision for the flesh.  They live for 
that pleasure, many people live for the  satisfaction of their flesh.  
Some obvious examples.  You don’t need to watch much 

television or see many movies or read many books to know what 
many people live for!  Our society is obsessed with sex, and we 
have turned human beings into brute beasts, with no ability to 
control ourselves.  In that context, we are reduced to the level of 
an animal controlled by instinct and desire.  If you give up the 
idea that as a human being, you can control ourselves and resist 
the temptations for sinful physical pleasure, then you are nothing 
but a brute beast, an animals out in the field.  

1Ths. 4:3  “For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that 
you should abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you 
should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and 
honor, 5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know 
God.” 

Not all physical pleasure is sinful, God has graciously allowed 
us to enjoy things and to gain pleasure in certain things.  But the 
love of physical pleasure and the abuse of physical pleasures 
makes it sinful.  There are many other examples of physical 
pleasure tempting us to sin, including our food or drink, our 
recreation or entertainment, our desire for luxury and self-
indulgence.  Paul describes such people in easy to understand 
terms:  

Phil. 3:18  “For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and 
now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross 
of Christ: 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, 
and whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on earthly 
things.”

What a great description:  Their god is their belly! 

 So John's warning is this:  Don't love the things of this world.  
Don't make a god out of your belly, your stomach, worshipping at 
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the altar of physical pleasure.  Don't live for physical pleasure.  
And don't violate God's laws in order to obtain physical pleasure.  
Another temptation:

B.  Material possessions tempt us.
v.16   “The lust of the eyes.”

The eyes are the pathway to the heart.  We are captivated by 
outward appearances, whether it is a beautiful woman or a flashy 
sports car, a large home or expensive clothes.  It is with our eyes 
that the things of this world often appear to us.  It is with our eyes 
that we see things that we want.  It is the lust of the eyes that 
makes us want the things of this world, and want the things that 
other people have.  It is the lust of the eyes that brings 
covetousness and greed.  

And most especially, therefore, it is material possessions that 
tempt us.  Ours is an age of materialism, and we are training a 
new generation of children that there are no limits to the 
accumulation of material things.  Children today need bedrooms 
by themselves just to hold all their toys.  And too often the only 
difference between men and boys is the size of their toys.

Material possessions tempt us everywhere, everyday.  And 
few of us are unentangled from the quest for more.  The so-called 
American dream is nothing but the pursuit of materialism.  We 
want our children to be better off than we were.  Few of us can 
honestly say that we are truly free from this temptation.  

We go to work, we work long hours, and we do certain things 
in order to maintain or improve our desired standard of living.  
The pursuit of physical pleasure and material possessions is the 
dominant motivation and the dominant theme in the lives of many 
people.  And all too often, God's people act no differently than the 

people of this world when it comes to material possessions.

The third temptation:

C.  Boastful pride tempts us.
v.16  “the pride of life.”
NIV:  "The boasting of what he has and does."

Pride, boasting, bragging, arrogance, self-importance.  We are 
filled with a terrible sense of our own self-importance.  And we 
teach others to do the same.  Self-esteem has become a god.  
Self-worth and self-love are primary themes in the education of 
both children and adults. 

Pride has become a virtue in our day.  We're supposed to be 
proud of who we are, proud of what we have done, proud of our 
accomplishments and proud of our families.  It is normal to be 
proud of our accomplishments and to glory in our own success 
and our own strength.  And we inevitably compare ourselves to 
others.

James 4:6  “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the 
humble.”

We are continually tempted to love the things of this world:  
physical pleasure, material possessions, and boastful pride.  The 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.  Yet 
none of these come from God the father.  Each of these comes 
from the world, and from the prince of the power of the air who is 
now at work, Satan himself.

These are the same temptations Satan presented to Jesus in 
the wilderness.  The temptation for physical pleasure.  “If You are 
the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” 
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The temptation for material possessions:  The devil said to 
Jesus, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and 
worship me.”

And the temptation for boastful pride.  “The devil took Him up 
into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said 
to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is 
written:  He shall give His angels charge over you.”\

The same temptation are before every one of us, I am quite 
sure.  The temptation to love the things of the world.  Instead, 
Jesus says to us, Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.

So what things to you really love?  What do you really live for?  
The things of this world, or the things of God.

v.16

John goes on to give us a couple reasons for this command, 
again very straightforward and easy to understand reasons.  First,

II. WE ARE UNABLE TO LOVE BOTH GOD AND THE 
THINGS OF THIS WORLD.

Key word, Unable.
v.15

Not so much a judgment as it is a statement of fact.
Matt. 6:24  “No one can serve two masters; for either he will 

hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” 

Jesus is not saying that you must not serve two masters.  
Rather, he is saying that you cannot.  Catch the difference?  You 

are unable to love both God and the things of this world.  They 
are mutually exclusive.  Their demands upon you are 
contradictory.  You can't do both.  You are not able.  You don't 
have the time, and you don't have the energy or the strength!

But oh how hard we try!  And we wonder why we are so 
frustrated in both areas.

A.  We fool ourselves if we try to love God and still love 
the things of the world.

We fool ourselves.  
v.15b  "If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 

in him.”

Judgment delivered.  You can't have it both ways.  As James 
warns us,

James 4:4  “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know 
that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever 
therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God.”

That doesn't mean that we are to withdraw from the world and 
live in isolation.  It means that you are supposed to be different 
from the world.  You are to be set apart from the world.  You are to 
be holy, God's holy nation.

Rom. 12:2  “And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

Don't let the world squeeze you into it's mold.  Please don't 
fool yourself into thinking that you can have it both ways.  Don't 
fool yourself into thinking that you have the ability to be faithful to 
God and love him faithfully, if in your heart, you really love the 
things of this world.  Because,
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B.  We are commanded to love God exclusively.
v.15

Love that is not exclusive is not love.  That is obviously true of 
a marriage, and certainly true in our marriage to God.  That is why 
Jesus said that the command to love is the most important 
command of all.  You are to love God with ALL your heart, and 
with ALL your soul, ALL your mind, and ALL your strength. 

Ultimately, you must make a choice.  You will make a choice.  
Either you will love God or you will love the things of this world.  
You will be unable to love both.  

John gives us a second reason why we shouldn't love the 
things of this world.  First of all, because it is impossible to do, 
you simply can’t do it.  And secondly, it is foolish to do. 

III. WE ARE FOOLISH TO LOVE THE TEMPORARY 
THINGS OF THIS WORLD.

v.17

It is foolish because this world, and everything in it, is 
temporary.  It is passing away. 

1Cor. 7:29  “But this I say, brethren, the time is short…For the 
form of this world is passing away.”James 4:14  “For what is your 
life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then 
vanishes away.”

2Pet. 3:7  “But the heavens and the earth which are now 
preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of 
judgment and perdition of ungodly men…10 But the day of the 
Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with 
fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be 
burned up.” 

There is a great contrast between that which is temporary and 
that which is eternal.  

A.  If you love the things of this world, you will obtain only 
temporary enjoyment.

v.17a  “And the world is passing away, and the lust of it.”

Never has that been more obvious than in this plague that has 
come upon us these past few months.  As I read earlier,

Isa. 40:6  “All flesh is grass, And all its loveliness is like the 
flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades, Because 
the breath of the Lord blows upon it; Surely the people are grass.  
8 The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God 
stands forever.”

There is only temporary enjoyment from the things of this 
world, it lasts for a few years, maybe 70, or 80 if we have the 
strength.  So we read,

Ps. 90:1  “Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all 
generations.  2 Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever 
You had formed the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to 
everlasting, You are God.  3 You turn man to destruction, And say, 
“Return, O children of men.”  4 For a thousand years in Your sight 
Are like yesterday when it is past, And like a watch in the night. 5 
You carry them away like a flood; They are like a sleep.  In the 
morning they are like grass which grows up:  6 In the morning it 
flourishes and grows up; In the evening it is cut down and 
withers."

Then our proper response.
Ps. 90:10  “The days of our lives are seventy years; And if by 

reason of strength they are eighty years, Yet their boast is only 
labor and sorrow; For it is soon cut off, and we fly away.
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Meaning—this life is temporary, and actually quite difficult.  So 
Moses continues in that Psalm with these words of petition.

Ps. 90:12  “So teach us to number our days, That we may 
gain a heart of wisdom…14 Oh, satisfy us early with Your mercy, 
That we may rejoice and be glad all our days!  15 Make us glad 
according to the days in which You have afflicted us, The years in 
which we have seen evil.  16 Let Your work appear to Your 
servants, And Your glory to their children.  17 And let the beauty 
of the Lord our God be upon us, And establish the work of our 
hands for us; Yes, establish the work of our hands.”

That, my friends, is where real enjoyment comes from.  There 
is only temporary enjoyment from the things of this world, but…

B.  If you love God exclusively, you will obtain an eternal 
inheritance.

v.17

What a contrast.  Some things are temporary, some things are 
eternal.  These strange days give us all a good chance to ask 
those good questions.  What are you living for?  Why do you go to 
work?  Why do you get out of bed in the morning?  What is your 
motivation your purpose?  Is it enjoyment and pleasure, comfort 
and satisfaction in the things of this world?  Those things are 
temporary.

Jesus teaches us plainly what we should be living for.
Matt. 6:19  “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 
steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.”

So where is your treasure?  What things do you spend your 
time and your energy upon?  Where is your highest commitment, 
what comes first?  What is most important?  That is where your 
treasure is, and that is where your heart will be also. 

So rather than loving the things of this world, 
Mat. 6:20  “…lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal.”
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