
Jesus in the Old Testament
Deuteronomy 16:1-17

One of the great keys that unlocks the Bible for your own 
understanding is the awareness that Jesus is presented and 
proclaimed in the whole book.  From the opening chapters of 
Genesis to the final words of Revelation, the Bible is a book about 
Jesus.  It is all about Jesus.  That is obvious in the New 
Testament, especially the gospels which are historical narratives 
of Jesus’ own life on earth.  So the important point, of course, is 
that Jesus is also to be found in the Old Testament.  

Sometimes it seems to me that people go a little too far when 
they find Jesus in one particular text or another.  Sometimes 
those interpretations seem a bit strained.  But sometimes it is 
really obvious.  One of the more obvious ways is in the 
ceremonial feasts of the Old Covenant, and that is our focus this 
morning in Deuteronomy 16.  Three feasts are mentioned in this 
chapter, the passover, the feast of weeks, and the feast of 
tabernacles.  Let me emphasize just how important these feasts 
were for the Old Testament believer.  They were required feasts, 
the three festivals in ancient Israeli life when the people of God 
were required to make a pilgrimage to the temple in Jerusalem.

Ex. 23:14 “Three times you shall keep a feast to Me in the 
year: 15 You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread (you shall 
eat unleavened bread seven days, as I commanded you, at the 
time appointed in the month of Abib, for in it you came out of 
Egypt; none shall appear before Me empty); 16 and the Feast of 
Harvest, the firstfruits of your labors which you have sown in the 
field; and the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when 
you have gathered in the fruit of your labors from the field.  17 
“Three times in the year all your males shall appear before the 
Lord God.”

So let’s look at those three feasts, trying to understand their 
meaning.  And as we do that, I will emphasize how the meaning 
of each feast is not only relevant for us today as Christians, but 
actually and specifically points us to the person and work of 
Jesus.  We will begin with,

I. THE MEANING OIF THE PASSOVER FEAST.
v.1-2

Such a clear connection.  This feast commemorates when “the 
Lord your God brought you out of Egypt by night.”  The exodus.  
The people of Israel left Egypt, they were rescued from that land 
of slavery.  Freed from bondage.  And the single, best word to 
describe that is the word redemption.  Today we might be a bit 
more familiar with the word salvation.  This exodus is when the 
Old Testament people of Israel, as a nation, were saved.  They 
were redeemed.  Thus, this Passover feast is,

A. A celebration of God’s work of redemption.
Do you remember how God brought about their redemption?  

Remember the ten plagues upon the land of Egypt, each one 
designed to humble Pharaoh King of Egypt.  Blood, frogs, lice, 
flies, pestilence, boils, hail and fire, locusts, darkness, and then, 
finally, the death of the firstborn of every house in Egypt.  Except 
the houses of the Jews.  God protected them.  They were to 
sprinkle blood on the doorposts and the lintel above the door.

Ex. 12:12  “For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that 
night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man 
and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgment: I am the Lord. 13 Now the blood shall be a sign for you 
on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will 
pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you 
when I strike the land of Egypt.  14 ‘So this day shall be to you a 
memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord throughout 
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your generations. You shall keep it as a feast by an everlasting 
ordinance.”

God would pass over the houses of his people—no death 
would come to the firstborn.  And that was the occasion for 
Pharaoh, finally, to let the people of Israel go.  That’s what the 
annual passover feast would celebrate, God’s work of 
redemption.

Note the language of worship in our text,
v.2
Also, v.5-7

This was a day of worship, a day for a sacred assembly, a day 
to celebrate God’s work of redemption, a day to celebrate their 
salvation.  And in that context, it would be,

B. A celebration of God’s saving power.
I’ve implied that already.  Let me make it plain.  This work of 

redemption is God’s work, a work of his power, not your own.  So 
you don’t save yourself, and that’s the point.  God saves.  And so 
the passover is a celebration of God’s saving power.  Notice how 
the passover is described here,

v.3-4, 8

So why no unleavened bread?  Because when God delivered 
them, when God caused Pharaoh to let the people go, it was time 
to go.  And they couldn’t even wait for the bread to rise.  God 
delivered them, and they were to leave at that very moment.  That 
point is made so well in,

Lev. 13:3  “And Moses said to the people: “Remember this day 
in which you went out of Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for 
by strength of hand the Lord brought you out of this place. No 
leavened bread shall be eaten.”

Now, let me draw the direct connection with Jesus.  Jesus 
celebrated the passover with his disciples the day before he was 
crucified.  And he transformed that Old Testament celebration into 
the New Testament sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

Luke 22:14  “When the hour had come, He sat down, and the 
twelve apostles with Him. 15 Then He said to them, “With fervent 
desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 
16 for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the 
kingdom of God.”  17 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; 18 for I say 
to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of 
God comes.”  19 And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, 
and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for 
you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 20 Likewise He also took the 
cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My 
blood, which is shed for you.”

So the passover meal, the bread and the cup, become the 
elements of the Lord’s Supper.  And those elements, Jesus says, 
are my body and my blood.  Not physically or literally, of course, 
but in the spiritual reality of the sacrament, Jesus says “this is 
me.”  “This is my body…This is my blood.”  Eat and drink.

Now, let me take that one step further, in terms of clarity.
1 Cor. 5:7  “Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may 

be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, 
our Passover, was sacrificed for us. 8 Therefore let us keep the 
feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”

“Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.”  Jesus is the 
passover lamb.  Jesus’ blood is the blood which protects the 
people of God from his judgment and wrath.  We are saved by 
Jesus, by his power and by his work.  Just as the Old Testament  
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Passover represents to us.

The second feast, the feast of weeks.

II. THE MEANING OF THE FEAST OF WEEKS.
v.9-12

A couple things are repeated here, including that reminder of 
salvation in verse 12, “you shall remember that you were a slave 
in Egypt.”  And certainly again we see the language of worship, 
“You shall rejoice before the Lord your God,” verse 11, “…at the 
place where the Lord your God chooses to make His name 
abide.”

But this feast has a new emphasis.  In Exodus 34, this festival 
is called “the firstfruits of wheat harvest.”  So you count seven 
weeks, seven sevens, or 49 days “from the time you begin to put 
the sickle to the grain,” verse 9.  And you bring a “tribute of a 
freewill offering.”  “As the Lord blesses you.”  So the concept of a 
tithe, the firstfruits.  When the wheat is first harvested, you bring 
an offering to the Lord.  It is, therefore,

A. A celebration of thanksgiving for God’s provisions.
A firstfruits offering, “as the Lord blesses you.”  A thank 

offering, as we might call it.  A testimony of God’s faithfulness to 
provide for your needs, and as the feast is presented in Leviticus 
23, it was not only an occasion to look back upon what God had 
done, and to express thanksgiving with a full and generous 
offering, remembering God’s goodness, but the needs of the poor 
were also remembered.

Lev. 23:22  “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall 
not wholly reap the corners of your field when you reap, nor shall 
you gather any gleaning from your harvest. You shall leave them 
for the poor and for the stranger: I am the Lord your God.”

But even then, in the Old Testament, there was a spiritual 
significance, especially with reference to,

v.11-12

Thus this feast of weeks was also,

B. A celebration of thanksgiving for a spiritual harvest.
The harvest of grain would represent the redemption of the 

whole nation.  It would represent salvation for the whole nation, 
for all of God’s people.  Now, let me show you how this becomes 
so relevant in the fulfillment of the New Testament.  This festival 
gets a new name in the Greek language of the New Testament, a 
name based on the literal expression for 50 days.  That’s when 
the festival would be held, on the 50th day.  In Greek, that 
becomes Pentecost.

And what do we know about Pentecost?
Acts 2:1  “When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they 

were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came 
a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the 
whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to 
them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

Tongues, a word meaning languages.  The gospel was being 
presented in foreign languages, so that people from the nations 
which spoke those languages could understand.  And be saved!  
And that was the spiritual harvest!  Not simply that the nation of 
Israel would be saved, not just that all Israelite citizens would be 
redeemed, but that God’s people from every nation would be 
saved!

That’s the significance of Pentecost, that the gospel of God’s 
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salvation would be make known and made clear to anybody, in 
any nation, speaking any language.  That’s the spiritual harvest.  
The point is, to continue on in Acts 2,

Acts 2:17  “And it shall come to pass in the last days, says 
God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, 
Your old men shall dream dreams.  18 And on My menservants 
and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; 
And they shall prophesy.  19 I will show wonders in heaven above 
And signs in the earth beneath: Blood and fire and vapor of 
smoke.  20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon 
into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day of 
the Lord.  21 And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the 
name of the Lord Shall be saved.”

That’s the greatest blessing represented by this feast of 
weeks.  “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord Shall be saved.”  
Or in the words of,

Rom. 10:8  “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your 
heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you 
confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For 
with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture 
says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.” 12 For 
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord 
over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

So we don’t have a festival of weeks any longer, but we do 
celebrate the power of the Holy Spirit in converting and saving 
“whoever calls on the name of the Lord.”  Everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord.  What a glorious celebration that is!

One more Old Testament feast from Deuteronomy 16, also 
pointing us to Jesus is the feast of tabernacles.

III. THE MEANING OF THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES.
This festival points out even further the context of worship.  It 

is, 

A. An opportunity to  rejoice in the presence of the Lord.
v.13-17

Note the awareness again of God’s provisions, verse 15, “the 
Lord your God will bless you in all your produce and in all the 
work of your hands, so that you surely rejoice.”  Again the 
emphasis of the place, “in the place which the Lord chooses.”  
That is, chooses to put his name.  Chooses to meet with you.

That is certainly made clear in,
Deut. 12:5  “But you shall seek the place where the Lord your 

God chooses, out of all your tribes, to put His name for His 
dwelling place; and there you shall go. 6 There you shall take 
your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the heave 
offerings of your hand, your vowed offerings, your freewill 
offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks. 7 And there 
you shall eat before the Lord your God, and you shall rejoice in all 
to which you have put your hand, you and your households, in 
which the Lord your God has blessed you. 8 “You shall not at all 
do as we are doing here today—every man doing whatever is 
right in his own eyes.”

The assembly of God’s people is such an important concept in 
the whole of the Bible, the gathering together of the saints in 
order to offer our sacrifices of worship as a body.  That’s the idea 
here, and it carries over into the New Testament, in places such 
as,
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Heb. 10:24  “And let us consider one another in order to stir up 
love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one 
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”

There was something unique about the celebration of this 
feast of tabernacles, though.  About this seven day festival, we 
read in,

Lev. 23:42  “You shall dwell in booths for seven days.  All who 
are native Israelites shall dwell in booths.”

Why booths?  Or tabernacles?  Tents?  I think the reference is 
plain, a reference to their time in the wilderness when they lived in 
tents as well.

Lev 23: 43  “…that your generations may know that I made the 
children of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the 
land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.”

So live in booths for seven days, to remember, to realize, that 
God delivered you out of the house of bondage in Egypt, and 
provided temporary housing.  And that is to be our whole 
approach to life throughout this age, that we always live in 
temporary housing.  We are aliens and strangers upon this earth.  
In that context, the words of 2 Corinthians 5 make such sense,

2 Cor. 5:1  "For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly 
desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, 3 
if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For 
we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we 
want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be 
swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very 
thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 
So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in 

the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not 
by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be 
absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.”

We groan now, we suffer now, we endure trials now, even our 
own mortality, because we are still living in that wilderness.  This 
is not our final and permanent home.  Like Abraham, we are 
looking forward to “the city which has foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God.”  The heavenly city, “the holy city, New 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.”  For our 
citizenship is in heaven.  

So we live in tents now, waiting for that day.  Now let me end 
with a marvelous connection between this particular festival and 
Jesus himself.  You see, not only to we live in tents or tabernacles 
now, so did Jesus.  In his humanity, when he was born of a 
woman and took to himself a human nature, he humbled himself 
to live with us in our temporary humanity, in tents.   So we read,

John 1:14  “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.”

The eternal word of God became flesh.  The eternal son of 
God became a man.  And he did so so that we as men, we as 
human being, could behold his glory “as of the only begotten of 
the Father.”

Col. 2:9  “For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily.” 

Here’s the connection.  We as human beings were able to 
behold the glory of God in the person of Jesus because he was 
dwelling with us.  God with us.  Immanuel.  And the Greek word in 
John 1:14 is the word for tabernacle.  “And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us.”  “The Word became flesh and 
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tabernacled among us.”  In the symbolism of the Old Testament 
festival, Jesus is celebrating the feast of tabernacles with us.  He 
is living in a tent with us.  And so that festival demonstrates to the 
people of God,

B. An opportunity to rejoice in the presence of Jesus.
So here we are today.  Two or three gathered in Jesus’ name.  

Here we are, gathered together in this place, to rejoice because 
God has promised to be here in our midst.  Jesus has given us 
his promise,

Mat. 18:20  “For where two or three are gathered together in 
My name, I am there in the midst of them.”

It is our pleasure, it is our privilege to rejoice in that reality, as 
we tabernacle in this wilderness together.

Never is that sense of Jesus’ presence more evident than 
when we come to the dinner table in his house, and eat together 
the meal he has prepared for us.  We don’t have to make a 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem three times every year.  And we don’t 
need to shed any more blood from any more animals.  Instead we 
come to this house, this place, and we hear Jesus’ own invitation, 
as Paul records it in,

1 Cor. 11:23  “…that the Lord Jesus on the same night in 
which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is 
broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same 
manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.”

This is our passover feast, for Jesus is our passover.  This is 
our feast of weeks.  This is our feast of tabernacles.  All wrapped 

up into one.  So here is Jesus, in the word as I preach it.  And in 
the communion table before us.

John 6:35  “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall 
never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst…53 
Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless 
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have 
no life in you. 54 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For My flesh 
is food indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. 56 He who eats My 
flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. 57 As the 
living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who 
feeds on Me will live because of Me. 58 This is the bread which 
came down from heaven—not as your fathers ate the manna, and 
are dead. He who eats this bread will live forever.”

Acts 2:21  “And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on 
the name of the Lord Shall be saved.”
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