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Equals
I was very appreciative of the greater-than-normal feedback I received from my sermon a few weeks ago regarding 

“equals.”  As I noted in that sermon, I was struck by the reality that the ordinary emphasis the fifth commandment (“Honor 
your father and your mother”) is a focus upon those who live under authority, and that despite my frequent, additional 
emphasis upon the restraints which the Bible places upon those who exercise authority, there is also a third category of 
our relationships with one another that is almost always overlooked.  Namely, our relationship to one another as equals.

Authority has to to with power, with the right and responsibility to exercise a measure of influence and even control 
over someone else’s life.  God has clearly established and defined such relationships within the family, the church, 
employments, and with respect to the civil government.  Some people are called to exercise authority and others are 
called upon to submit.  Therefore, I don’t want to imitate the current thinking of our modern age that would argue for an 
egalitarian relationship in every case.  There are times when we are rightly to be in submission.  There are times when we 
are rightly to exercise authority.  But there is a third way in which we must learn to relate to one another, namely as 
equals. 

I believe that this third category is too often neglected in our study and preaching.  
Sadly, much more dangerously, I believe that this third category is too often 
neglected in practice, too.  Thus, those in authority become oppressive and 
overbearing. Those under authority are quickly and easily exasperated.    

And yet, as I read and study the Bible, this third category actually receives the 
emphasis in Scripture.  The Bible has more to say about our relationships with 
“one another”, as equals, than it says with relation to submission and authority.  A 
simple Bible search of the words “one another” will prove this point I’m seeking to 
emphasize.  Over and over again, with more than 20 specific references, we read 
about how we are to relate to “one another.”  I would, therefore, propose that this 
definition is the primary definition of our human relationships.
 
To be sure, I am not denying nor even under-estimating the proper place for 
authority and submission.  More importantly, Scripture doesn’t deny it either.  But 
immediately preceding the Apostle Paul's injunction to wives to submit to their 
husbands (which too many preachers and counselors seemingly present as the 
only teaching on the marital relationship to be emphasized from the Bible), he 
calls us all as Christians to submit to one another.  (Ephesians 5:21-22)

So what does that mean? How do we live out our relationships with “one another” 
as equals?  How do we preserve the proper exercise of authority and practice 
proper submission while, at the same time, give full weight to what Paul writes in 
Ephesians 5:21, “submitting to one another in the fear of God?”  In other words, 
what is mutual submission?

I would suggest a few simple, but deeply profound answers to those questions as 

Welcome!

To our visitors, 
we welcome you to 
Covenant Reformed 
Presbyterian Church.

Visitors, please take a copy of 
the burgundy colored 

Welcome! 
folder located on the foyer 
table next to the bulletins.  

Please fill out a visitor’s card 
and either give it to an usher 
or put it in the offering plate.

“But now God has set the members, 
each one of them, in the body 

just as He pleased.” 
(1 Cor. 12:18 NKJV)
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found in Scripture.  Here I will refer to just a couple of the many so-called “one-another” passages.  First, submitting to 
one another, which is essentially the same thing as relating to one another as equals, means that we give one another 
mutual honor.  In the words of Romans 12:10, “Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving 
preference to one another.”  

There it is!  That's the key to relating to one another as equals.  The English words express well the original language.  
Be kindly affectionate.  No single English word will suffice, but there is emotion in those words, a tenderness, reflected in 
the ordinary, godly and healthy relationship of brothers and sisters.  Brotherly love.  Then, with a most practical instruction, 
this is how we treat one another as equals: “in honor giving preference to one another.”  

That, of course, requires great humility.  It is a humility too often absent in our day from those who exercise authority, 
the humility to honor others even when that overlaps the exercise of authority.  Exercising authority doesn't mean you 
always demand your own way.  It doesn’t mean you always insist on getting your own way.  Exercising authority is not 
inconsistent with giving preference to others, giving them the honor that accompanies and embodies your tender affection 
and brotherly kindness.  

Secondly, submitting to one another as equals involves what the Bible defines as a mutual servanthood.  It is the 
servanthood so perfectly exemplified by Jesus, who never gave up his authority as the second person of the Trinity even 
as he came to serve.  He humbled himself to assume the place of a servant, and he calls us to do the same.  Specifically, 
we read in Philippians 2:3-4,  “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem others better than himself.  Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of 
others.”

Within the church, all of this is put into a personal and direct focus, 
because according to Paul’s definition of the church, we “are one body in 
Christ, and individually members of one another.”  (Romans 12:5)  In other 
words, equals.  Not simply members of the church, but members of one 
another.   

So please give all of these thoughts your careful attention.  For more 
detail, you can listen to that sermon again on our website or read through a 
full manuscript. (https://mtairyopc.org/sermons/the-fifth-word-part-2/) 

Please think about what this actually means for you, yourself, in relation 
to one another in the church.  Please think about this primary way in which 
we are called to relate to one another—as equals, giving honor and 
preference to others in humility.  Please think about how you can put these 
thoughts into practice in your own life.  It is a high calling, but it is the calling 
our Lord gives to us all.  

 
Yours with a pastor’s love,

Schedule of Preaching
August 11
AM Deuteronomy 5:19
PM Galatians 4:5-6

August 18
AM Deuteronomy 5:20
PM Galatians 4:8-20

August 25
AM Deuteronomy 5:21
PM Galatians 4:21-31

September 1
AM Deuteronomy 5:22-33
PM Galatians 5:1-12

September 8
AM Deuteronomy 6:1-9
PM Galatians 5:13-15

 

Monthly Income
June $10,341.46
July $9,556.71
YTD $69,198.71

Monthly Average Income
$9,885.53

Treasurer’s Report
MonthlyExpenses
June $12,520.12
July $7,272.94
YTD $67,393.27

Monthly Average Expenses
$9,627.61

Income minus Expenses
June ($2,178.66)
July $2,283.77
YTD $1,805.44

Monthly Budget
$12,216.67
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REACHING OUT

New cards for the church are available on the back table,  
including Pastor Willet’s updated phone number. 

Please take some of these cards for your reference. 

On the back of the cards there is an invitation to visit our church, 
including the times of services and a brief description of our distinctives. 

PLEASE TAKE SEVERAL CARDS TO KEEP WITH YOU, 
and give a card to anyone whom you have opportunity to invite to church. 
All the information is on the card—all you have to do is hand them out!

DEACONS FUND UPDATE

The Deacons Fund of our church is used to help those in need, first those among our congregation and 
secondarily, those outside to whom we have a connection or for whom we have a loving concern.  These 
expenses are usually for urgent needs, often medical bills, but also for ongoing support.  Each of these is 

seriously and prayerfully considered. 

It is, also, less importantly, used as a temporary holding fund for special offerings, such as the OPC Thank 
Offering or Special Projects offering, or for the Legacy Center offering. 

It has also been a source of partial support of men in our congregation who are pursuing the ministry, to help 
with educational expenses.  This is only considered when the Deacons Fund has a generous balance. 

At this time, because of several recent sizable, urgent needs, the Deacons Fund has been nearly depleted.  The 
Session would encourage the congregation to consider extra giving to replenish the fund. 

The Deacons Fund offering is collected every Sunday at the afternoon service.  If you wish to contribute, you 
may do so at that time, or by a designated check in the morning offering, or directly to the Treasurer, Elder 

Mattson.
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Wednesday Night Bible Study

Everyone is invited and encouraged to come to our weekly Bible study  
each Wednesday evening at 7 pm,  

focusing on the prophecy of Isaiah.   
We meet at the home of Marvin and Susan Kaye, 419 Spring St.

Men's Reading Group
Each Friday, 8:00 AM

at the church
studying the book, God Is, by Mark Jones

All the men and young men of the church are invited 
for a time of study, prayer and fellowship.

Youth and Young Adult Bible Study

Thursdays 7 pm 
(most weeks at the home of Mike and Cindy Shields)

Dinner at 7 pm
Bible study begins approximately 7:45 pm

Taught by Pastor Willet
Current Topic:  The book of Proverbs

Everyone is invited to this discussion-based study.

Session Actions
The Session has a regular “stated” meeting each month, with occasional other special meetings.

The following were included in the work of the Session the past several months:

• Received monthly reports from the pastor on his labors and activities.
• Approved pulpit supply (Rev. Pete Stazen) for August 5, while the Pastor is away on vacation.
• Discussed various church members intending to transfer membership and those being pursued to return.
• Upon satisfactory interview, added Ricky and Sharon Tucker to the membership roll by reaffirmation of faith.
• Removed Chris Brantley from the roll upon notification of his joining a local church near where he lives.
• Changed the commission serving as the Overseeing Session at Harvest OPC (Winston-Salem), by adding Elder 

Mark Mattson and removing Mike Cloy at his request.  Since the Sessions of Covenant and Harvest will have the 
same membership, the Session agreed to meet every three weeks, alternating meetings between Covenant and 
Harvest.

• Received monthly Treasurer’s Reports.
• Received monthly Deacons’ Reports and approved monthly Diaconal Fund expenditures.
• Approved the date and place for a church picnic September 14.
• Agreed to designate the Special Projects offering for the Uganda mission.
• Agreed to change propane provider to Clark Gas and Oil, to include a reduced annual rate for propane purchase.
• Season of prayer for the congregation at each meeting.
• Set next Stated Meeting for September 13, 9:30 am. at the Vigilant Cyber Systems conference room, 1326 N. 

Main Street.
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Covenant Reformed Presbyterian Church
495 S. Franklin Rd.

Mount Airy, NC  27030
336-673-3176 (Church office)

336-907-0202 (Pastor’s phone) 

mtairyopc.org

Pastor Scott Willet:  sswillet@mac.com

Sunday Services

Sunday School Classes
10:00 AM

Sunday Morning Worship Service
11:00 AM

Sunday Afternoon Worship Service
2:00 PM

 
Other Activities

Wed. Night Bible Study
7:00 PM

Meeting at the Kaye home, 419 Spring St.

Thursday Night Youth and Young Adult Bible Study
7:00 PM

Meeting at the Shields’ home, 250 Apollo Dr.

Men’s Reading Group
Friday 8:00 AM

Meeting at the church
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