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A Simple Discipline
As I reflect back upon the Walk Thru the Bible seminar we held at the church in October, my greatest sense of 

accomplishment is that we as a whole church were focused outward, by choice—focused upon our community and upon 
our presence as a witness to that community.  Further, even more important and likely more long-lasting than the number 
of visitors who actually came that day, is the effect of the self-conscious effort we gave to our need for outreach.  That 
effort took many forms, beginning with the commitment of so many of you to help with some significant cleaning and initial 
remodeling of our church building, to the specific fliers or personal invitations you gave to your friends and neighbors.  
The effort was rewarded by many visitors, and beyond that, a public visibility and active testimony for the church which 
we haven’t had in awhile.  All of that stimulates a justifiable sense of accomplishment for which I’m thankful. 

In that context, it has been my consistent experience through all the years of my ministry that when the church is 
active in “doing” outreach, whatever the form, the blessings and results of that effort come from the Lord in ways that are 
usually not directly connected to whatever outreach event was scheduled.  In other words, when we are faithful in 
reaching out in ways that we might schedule and organize, God is faithful to bring in people through often unrelated ways.  

Such are the ways of God’s secret providence!

There was a second, very tangible benefit that we as a church gained from 
that whole experience, one related to our own spiritual health and vitality—
namely, the encouragement and motivation to read the Bible individually and 
personally.  One of the obvious benefits of that “overview” study of the Old 
Testament was the way in which the whole, broad structure of the Old Testament 
story came into focus, at least in terms of the 77 items we all memorized.  As an 
organization, Walk Thru the Bible is committed to the usefulness of that overview 
in stirring the people of God to read their own Bibles every day.  So the goal of 
the seminar was not simply outreach, but also our own spiritual nurture.  Many of 
you made a specific commitment regarding your own Bible reading, and that is 
something I want to promote and encourage in any way that I can.

With that in mind, beginning in January, I will provide a list each month of daily 
Bible readings.  I will publish and distribute that reading list for you to keep with 
your Bible, a list consisting of generally one chapter a day each from the Old 
Testament and the New Testament.  That schedule, which I have found to be a 
manageable amount of reading each day, will allow you to read through the 
complete New Testament in one year and the complete Old Testament in two 
years.  With only two chapters to read most days, it isn’t hard to get caught up if 
you miss a day or two as well.  The balance between the Old and the New 
Testaments is also very beneficial.  That sense of purpose and the subsequent 
accomplishment should be very edifying!  

This isn’t the only Bible reading plan and I have no sense of imposing this 
particular plan upon everyone, so if you have your own consistent practice and 
habit of reading the Bible regularly, please don’t feel any necessary obligation to 

Welcome!

To our visitors, 
we welcome you to 
Covenant Reformed 
Presbyterian Church.

Visitors, please take a copy of 
the burgundy colored 

Welcome! 
folder located on the foyer 
table next to the bulletins.  

Please fill out a visitor’s card 
and either give it to an usher 
or put it in the offering plate.

“But now God has set the members, 
each one of them, in the body 

just as He pleased.” 
(1 Cor. 12:18 NKJV)
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follow this particular suggestion.  Just keep reading!  Still, many of us (myself included) are able to be much more 
consistent when there is a helpful structure and plan to keep us both organized and accountable.  So if you struggle to 
read the Bible regularly, please consider the benefit of a commitment to read the suggested chapters each day.  I will pray 
that we all will become more faithful, more disciplined, and more fruitful in Bible reading regardless of the particular 
schedule that is followed.

Consistency can be an elusive goal, for lots of reasons.  Yet the repeated emphasis and organization for regular, daily 
Bible readings is extremely helpful.  I plan to publish these daily reading list each month—in the newsletter, in the bulletin 
and on our website.  I will embed the schedule in that website, so if the form of the Bible that you read is your phone or 
tablet, it will be all the more accessible.

Related to that, please exercise your own freedom to choose to read from any number of good English translations.  
In in the pulpit, I read and preach from the New King James Version (NKJV), which I find to be an excellent combination 
of both accuracy to the original languages and what I simply call “readability.”  There are other good translations available 
as well, including the New American Standard Bible (NASB), which might sacrifice a little bit of that subjective sense of  
“readability” in the pursuit of accuracy of translation.  It’s hard to call that a fault, though I do find it a bit harder to read out 
loud in public reading.  For myself, I use the NASB extensively when I am doing my own study and sermon preparation.  
The original King James Version (KJV) is also useful, though often a bit harder to understand in our day because of the 
changes in the English language in the past 400 years.  Yet the beauty of that Elizabethan English is clearly unsurpassed.  
And anyone (such as myself) who grew up memorizing verses from the 
King James might have a more difficult transition to other versions.  

The English Standard Version (ESV) is also high on the list of good 
translations that read and flow well.  Next on that list would be the New 
International Version (NIV), which is a little less accurate in translation due 
to the pursuit of readability.  The NIV has also made a number of revisions 
in the 40 years since it was published, which I believe are not generally 
helpful.  Given the availability of other translations, I no longer recommend 
the NIV for general reading, though it can often be a helpful secondary 
translation for a more detailed study you are doing.  As I often emphasize, 
reading several different English translations is a very good way to study a 
particular passage from the Bible.

Above all, remember that the Bible is the Word of God.  It is God-
breathed (2 Tim. 3:16), therefore without error or contradiction.  It is our only 
infallible rule of both our faith and our practice—what we believe and how 
we are to live.  It is the Word of life (1 John 1:1), a lamp to our feet and a 
light to our path.  (Psalm 119:105) 

Schedule of 
Preaching & Teaching

January 6
AM John 20:19-23
PM Isaiah 9:6

January 13
AM John 20:24-31
PM Isaiah 11:1-10

January 20
AM Pulpit Supply:  John Carrick
PM Pulpit Supply:  John Carrick

January 27
AM John 21:1-14
PM Isaiah 19:18-25

February 3
AM John 21:15-25
PM Isaiah 40:1-11

 

Monthly Income
September $14,548.75
October $11,073.98
November $21,521.75
YTD $121,653.32

Monthly Average Income
$11,059.39

Treasurer’s Report
MonthlyExpenses
September $7,689.37
October $12,770.87
November $13,743.18
YTD $123,271.76

Monthly Average Expenses
$11,206.52

Income minus Expenses
September $6,859.38
October ($1,696.89)
November $7,778.57
YTD ($1,618.44)
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Wednesday Night Bible Study

Everyone is invited to our weekly Bible study  
each Wednesday evening at 7 pm,  
focusing on the prophecy of Isaiah.   

We meet at the home of Marvin and Susan Kaye, 
419 Spring St.

Men's Reading Group
Each Friday, 8:00 AM

at the church
studying the book, God Is, by Mark Jones

All the men and young men of the church are invited 
for a time of study, prayer and fellowship.

Youth and Young Adult Bible Study

Thursdays 7 pm 
(most weeks at the home of Mike and Cindy Shields)

Dinner at 7 pm
Bible study begins approximately 7:45 pm

Taught by Pastor Willet
Current Topic:  The Beattitudes

Everyone is invited to this discussion-based Bible study.
We will not meet thisThursday night, January 3.

Sunday School
Four Classes to be held each week: 

Pre-Readers
Taught by Cindy Shields

Young Readers
Taught by Josiah DeGraaf

Youth
Taught primarily by Pastor Willet

A practical and personal study of the Westminster Confession
intended for our covenant children as they learn 

to understand and embrace the Confession for themselves.

Adults
Taught by Ruling Elder Mike Shields

An expositional study of 1 Corinthians

Session Actions
The Session met on November 2 and 30, and December 21.

The following were included in the work of the Session.

• Received monthly reports from the pastor on his labors and activities.
• Approved pulpit supply (John Carrick) for January 20 and March 3.
• Discussed various church members, determining our next contact with those not attending.
• Reviewed the status of church members under discipline (Suspension), and agreed to no change at this time.
• Discussed Buildings and Grounds needs.
• Received Monthly Treasurer’s Reports.
• Received Deacons’ Report and approved monthly Diaconal Fund expenditures.
• Set the next meeting for January 12, 2019, 11:30 am (at the Shields’ home).
• Set the time for our annual Congregational Meeting for January 13, 2019, following the afternoon service.
• Approved the 2019 budget to be presented to the congregation at the annual meeting
• Season of prayer for the congregation at each meeting.



Covenant Reformed Presbyterian Church
495 S. Franklin Rd.

Mount Airy, NC  27030
336-673-3176 (Church office)

770-880-2265 (Pastor’s phone) 

mtairyopc.org

Pastor Scott Willet:  sswillet@mac.com

Sunday Services

Sunday School Classes
10:00 AM

Sunday Morning Worship Service
11:00 AM

Sunday Afternoon Worship Service
2:15 PM

 
Other Activities

Wed. Night Bible Study
7:00 PM

Meeting at the Kaye home, 419 Spring St.

Thursday Night Youth and Young Adult Bible Study
7:00 PM

Meeting at the Shields’ home, 250 Apollo Dr.

Men’s Reading Group
Friday 8:00 AM

Meeting at the church
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