
Loving Your Neighbor
Leviticus 19:9-18

This is what sin does.  Sin takes a command, a good 
command like, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” and turns it into 
this, “Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.”  Sin takes the 
command to love your neighbor and turns it into a question, “Who 
is my neighbor?”  In other words, what is the extent of my 
obligation to love?  “When can I stop loving?”

Sin also does this.  It starts a debate, or an argument, about 
the order of importance for all the different laws listed in the Old 
Testament.  And when the strategy is successful, Satan is very 
happy, for if we are all busy arguing about the order the laws 
come in, then, of course, we won’t be giving much attention to 
keeping those laws in the practice of personal holiness.

So it is, Jesus was asked this question, “Teacher, which is the 
great commandment in the law?”  “Which is the first 
commandment of all?”  You can just image the Pharisees saying 
to themselves, “Let’s start a fight.  This ought to be good.”

And it was good.  Just not as they imagined.  Jesus gave them 
a good answer.  A great answer.  He summarized all of the 
commandments under two headings.  He didn’t get himself 
entrapped in a debate about order and importance, but made his 
point by covering everything that needed to be said under just two 
commands.

You know those commands.  
Mat. 22:37 Jesus said to him,” ‘You shall love the LORD your 

God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 
38 “This is the first and great commandment. 39 “And the second 
is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 “On these 

two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

Two commandments.  Love God.  And love your neighbor.  
Our focus tonight is the second of those two commands, and in 
studying it, we will take a break from all the animals and blood 
sacrifices of Leviticus.  That might be welcome relief to you.  No 
talk about the sprinkling of blood on Old Testament altars.

But we’re not taking a break from Leviticus, because this 
second great commandment comes right out of Leviticus 18.  

Sometimes what we find in Leviticus are Old Covenant 
ceremonial regulations that point us to Christ but are done away 
with in Christ.  And sometimes what we find is the very essence of 
the New Covenant Christian religious life.  And whenever studying 
the law, it is good and even necessary to make that distinction.  In 
our confession of faith, that is the distinction between the moral 
and the ceremonial law.  Moral laws are those that transcend the 
temporary structure of the Old Covenant.  Those laws, 
themselves summarized in the ten commandments, are those 
laws that forever remain the binding duty of all men to obey.  

So it is with this command to love your neighbor as yourself.  
This law from Leviticus 19:18 that Jesus says is the second 
greatest of all the laws in the Old Testament.  Yet as we study the 
command to love this afternoon, I want to be very un-romantic, 
though I don’t mean that in a bad way.  This is what I mean.  
There is a vast difference between love and romance, between 
love and our emotions of love.  There is a vast difference between 
love and “being in love.”  And there is a vast difference between 
falling in love and learning to love.  So to be unromantic, I want to 
focus on how we can learn to love.  How we can learn to fulfill our 
duty and responsibility to love.  After all, it is,
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I. THE SECOND GREAT COMMANDMENT.
Look with me please at,
v.18  “You shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the 

LORD.”

A lot of strange things are said about that command today, 
and one of them is this—that command means that you must first 
love yourself.  I have seen it in writing.  I’ve seen respectable 
biblical scholars try to make the point, that what Moses says to 
us, and what Jesus reemphasizes, is that first and foremost, you 
must love yourself.

And then, they say, on the basis of that self-love, you love 
your neighbor.  But I find that to be totally contrary to what these 
words mean.  The idea here is that you love others with such an 
intensity that it can be said that you love someone as if he were 
yourself!  The command is,

A.  Love, with intensity.
Paul expresses this very well.  Please turn with me to,
Phil. 2:3  “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better 
than himself.”

That’s the second great commandment!  “In lowliness of mind 
let each esteem others better than himself.”  Paul goes on,

Phil 2:4  “Let each of you look out not only for his own 
interests, but also for the interests of others.”

You should even note that the word “only” is actually not in the 
original, and neither is the word “also.”  And those words can 
change the meaning rather dramatically.  The command is, “Don’t 
look out for your own interests!”  Period.  Instead of that, look out 
for the interests of others.

In other words, look out for the interests of others as if it were 
yourself!  That’s how intense our love is to be.  And Paul gives us 
the perfect example, following in,

Phil. 2:5  “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery 
to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking 
the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 
and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the 
cross.”

That’s the intensity of love to which you are called to show to 
your neighbor.  Jesus didn’t concern himself with his own rights, 
the right of equality with God.  Instead he took the form of a 
bondservant.  He humbled himself.  Even unto death.  For the 
sake of others.

That’s love.

Now, let’s just stop for a minute and admit something.  None 
of us has ever loved with that much intensity.  We are all guilty.  
And, indeed, one use of the law ought to be to convince us of our 
disability to keep it perfectly, showing us how much we are bound 
to Christ for his fulfilling it.

But with that great assurance of Jesus’ righteousness imputed 
and credited to us, we are still called to love with just such an 
intensity.  And, as the Larger Catechism well explains, we ought 
to show forth our thankfulness for Jesus’ perfect obedience with 
our own care and effort to keep this law.

So, may God give you grace to love your neighbor in just such 
a way, as Jesus loved us.  May God give you the grace to 
consider others more important than yourself, so much so that 
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you will freely and willingly give up your own rights as an act of 
love.

That’s hard in our day, because we are enamored with our 
rights!  Defending our rights.  And sometimes that’s very 
necessary.  When we homeschooled our girls, we were always 
encouraged to be sure to claim all of our rights, because if we 
don’t claim them and use them, we might end up losing them.  In 
other words, we are encouraged not to do anything more than 
required, if the public school systems should ask, to be sure that 
the government never takes those rights away.

And I understand that idea, and in the public arena, I agree 
with it.  But I don’t agree with it in the arena of personal 
relationships.  Just because you have a right to something, 
doesn’t mean that you have to insist upon claiming that right.

And as the most extreme example of this sort of love, Jesus 
had the right to claim equality with God.  But he “made Himself of 
no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant.”

Again, my point is intensity.  So you can’t ask the question, 
“How intense do I have to be?”  Because there is no limit.  You 
are to love your neighbor as yourself, and consider his rights, not 
your own.  That obligation never ceases.  

And what is the motivation for that?  What is the reason 
Moses gives for that commandment?  Again,

v.18  “I am the Lord.”

Remember my point from last week, for that phrase is used 
repeatedly in the giving of the law, and it is crucial for you to 
understand the use of the law in the lives of Christians.  The basic 
idea is this, “Since I am the Lord your God, who saved you, 

therefore do these things.”

That order can never be reversed.  It can never be implied, 
understood or even felt as if God says to you, “Keep these laws in 
order to be saved.”  Always the other way around.

The giving the ten commandments at Mt. Sinai expresses that 
order perfectly.

Ex. 20:1  “And God spoke all these words, saying: 2 “I am the 
LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of bondage. 3 “You shall have no other gods before 
Me.”

God’s grace in redeeming his people from the bondage of sin 
is always the context for the obligations and duties of keeping the 
law.  And the preaching of that grace ought to lead us to just such 
a conclusion.

Titus 2:11  “For the grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in 
the present age 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave 
Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed 
and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good 
works.”

The grace of God that brings salvation teaches us to obey the 
law!  And we obey the law, conscious of that grace as we look 
forward to that blessed hope and glorious appearing of Jesus!  
And so the command is to,

B.  Love as those who are redeemed.
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Love your neighbor as yourself, because the grace of God that 
brings salvation has appeared to you.  Love your neighbor as 
yourself because you are looking forward to the blessed hope of 
the second coming of Jesus Christ.

And here’s how you do it.  Let me be practical and go through 
these verses in Leviticus 18 a bit more carefully.  Last week we 
looked at the broad concepts of holiness, which is the same as 
obedience to the law.  Now, let’s very, very specific.  This is,

II. LOVE IN ACTION.
I have seven examples.  You could probably come up with 

more, or less, yourself.  Seven ways in which you can consider 
others more important than yourself.

First,
A.  Compassionate concern.
v.9-10

That’s a great law.  I’m not saying that we are under the legal 
obligation to fulfill that law exactly as given, but the principle is still 
valid.  Don’t be stingy!  Don’t be niggardly in relating to others.  If 
you gather your crops at harvest, leave a little at the corners.  
Leave a few grapes in the field.  For the poor.  For those in need.

Now, does that mean you have to give to every beggar who 
holds out his hand?  Does that mean that we as a church ought to 
give money to everyone who calls up the church asking for 
money?

No.

But it ought to mean that we aren’t withholding in our own 
selfish possessiveness.  

This doesn’t mean that you have to give to every charity that 
pleads with you for support.  In fact, you might not give to any 
public charity.  But it does mean that what you have is freely 
shared with those who need it.  And at that point, it is good for us 
all to examine our hearts carefully and thoroughly. 

This compassionate concern is especially important with those 
who are handicapped, those who have special needs.  Consider,

v.14

The need for such a prohibition certainly emphasizes the 
results of sin.  Instinctively, by fallen, sinful instinct, there is a 
tendency to take advantage of people.  There is a tendency to be 
less than compassionately concerned with those who are 
especially needy.

The government really can’t legislate this for us very 
effectively, although they have tried, for government legislation 
can’t make all the necessary adjustments for every particular 
situation.  One size fits all just doesn’t mean the same thing as 
what the law of God requires.

It requires an attitude of the heart.  And, indeed, those whose 
hearts allow them to be mean and cruel to those who most 
vulnerable, are themselves the most guilty.

So that’s love.  Compassionate concern.  Nothing new to you, 
I suspect.  Then, secondly,

B.  Integrity in relationships.
Integrity.  That covers two of the ten commandments, the 8th 

and 9th.  “You shall not steal.”  “You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor.”
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Stealing and lying.
v.11

For a specific example, turn to,
v.13

Pay people what you owe them.  Promptly.  Closely related to 
that is,

v.12

Swearing does have reference to legal proceedings and 
formal promises.  And such oaths and vows ought to be kept.  

Thirdly,

C.  Justice.
Often we think of justice as being the opposite of mercy, even 

the opposite of love.  Justice we think of in terms of criminal 
justice, people getting what they deserved.

And that, of course, is part of justice.  But the principle of 
people getting what they deserve applies to more than criminals 
getting the punishment they deserve.  It also means that all your 
judgments and decisions are fair.  All your determinations and 
evaluations are right, righteous.  The same root word is translated 
justice.

So justice and righteousness are the same thing.  Whenever 
you make judgements, let them be righteous judgements.  Don’t 
give preference to people who can benefit you the most.  Don’t 
treat people unfairly who are more helpless and vulnerable.

v.15

We make judgements all the time.  You evaluate how you are 
going to treat someone else all the time, whether consciously or 

unconsciously.  And above all else, love requires you to be 
impartial.

James gives us a good New Testament example of that, in,
James 2:1  “My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality. 2 For if there should 
come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, 
and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, 3 and 
you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to 
him, “You sit here in a good place,” and say to the poor man, “You 
stand there,” or, “Sit here at my footstool,” 4 have you not shown 
partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the 
poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom 
which He promised to those who love Him? 6 But you have 
dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag 
you into the courts? 7 Do they not blaspheme that noble name by 
which you are called? 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according 
to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you do 
well; 9 but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever shall keep 
the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.”

For us today, it is not a man with gold rings in fine apparel who 
gets all the attention, it is the well ordered family.  The husband 
and wife, with 3.2 children, the minivan, the house in the new sub-
division.  Will that family get more attention than a single mother 
struggling all she can to control her two young children?  Or the 
senior citizen who is pretty shy, or maybe mildly handicapped, 
and can’t really do that much outwardly?  Or the man with old 
clothes and mussed up hair?  

Which is more important to the health and well-being of the 
church?  Why, neither of them, of course.  They are all equally 
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important.  The challenge is to demonstrate such love as Moses, 
and Jesus, commands, equally.

The point is, you can’t choose your neighbor!  Instead, you are 
to be that neighbor.  And to love your neighbor as yourself.

Fourth, and this might come close to home.  The fourth way to 
show your love is with,

D.  An unwillingness to gossip.
v.16a

A talebearer is someone who causes harm to another person 
with his words.  That includes all gossip, speaking about a person 
rather than speaking to him.  It includes speaking badly of him, 
harming his reputation, slandering him, or in any way, causing his 
name to be slighted because of what you say.

There is, with that, the necessity of,

E.  A commitment to the well-being of others.
Ultimately, the protection of his life.
v.16b

That idea is continued in,
v.17a

The idea is simple.  The hard part is putting it into practice.  
You think, speak, and act, with the best interests of others at 
heart.  But let me not give you the wrong idea.  That includes,

F.  A willingness to rebuke.
v.17

Loving someone means that are willing to identify sin with a 
specific rebuke.

Gal. 6:1  “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you 
who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, 
considering yourself lest you also be tempted.”

That’s love, evidenced by the very next verse,
Gal. 6:2  “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of 

Christ.”

Love is not flattery, glossing over faults and sins because you 
don’t want to offend or hurt someone.  In fact, that’s actually 
hatred.  So we have these proverbs,

Pr. 27:6  “Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But the kisses of 
an enemy are deceitful.”

And,
Pr 26:28  “A lying tongue hates those who are crushed by it, 

And a flattering mouth works ruin.”

And finally, to round all of this out, love means that there is,

G.  The absence of a grudge.
v.18

Now, ask yourself a question.  Do you bear grudges easily?  
Do you find yourself clinging to some offense that someone else 
committed against you?  Do you dwell on it?  Are you bearing a 
grudge now?  Nursing it, keeping it alive?

Is there something that you continue to hold against another 
person?  Maybe even after acknowledging forgiveness?

It is easy to do, because we can’t automatically “forgive and 
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forget.”  Our brains are not made out of computer chips.  There is 
no trash can to put deleted files into.  So you can’t choose as a 
matter of the will to forget.  But you can choose not to dwell.  Not 
to consider and think about.  You can certainly choose not to bring 
an issue up again, rather choosing to let it lie.

Most of all, of course, you may not retaliate.  You must put to 
death that urge to get even.  For your obligation, your Christian 
duty, is to love.

Having said all of that, I hope that all of you go away from here 
realizing that you will never perform to that level of perfect 
obedience.  Indeed, you are totally dependent upon the perfect 
obedience of Christ to be your acceptable righteousness as you 
stand before Christ.

And as you consider that, as you consider your own sins and 
shortcomings, understand the grace of the gospel offered to those 
who are in Christ.  And with thanksgiving, dear ones, as thankful 
people of God, strive with a zealous ambition for this form of 
holiness in your own lives.  Strive, by all the means that God 
gives you, to put to death the sin that wages war with your soul.

And learn to love.  Love God with all your heart.  And love your 
neighbor as yourself.
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