
Jesus Prays…
John 17:1-5

I admit to getting rather wrapped up in the political 
developments this week regarding the Supreme Court 
nomination.  By the end of the week, though, I could hardly listen 
or read what was going on, since my exasperation really turned to 
anger.  I don’t intend on making a partisan political point as a 
sermon introduction, since my frustration, more broadly, was in 
the the bitter partisanship of that that whole nomination and 
approval process.  What was obvious was a total and complete 
lack of civility by men and women who rule our nation.  So a 
woman who, in confidence, makes known apparently genuine 
concerns regarding sexual abuse is brought into the national 
spotlight and used for political purposes, her life traumatized and 
utterly changed no doubt for the worse.  And a man who has 
devoted his entire adult life, with honor, to public service within 
our government with honor is vilified, his reputation all but 
destroyed, for political purposes.  

And at the end of the week, nothing really changed.  The 
committee vote that was held on Friday afternoon could have 
been held ten minutes after our president first made his 
nomination back in July.  And the exact same outcome would 
have taken place.  Nothing was accomplished, except the 
unnecessarily traumatization of two families, and those who 
exercise authority in our national government ought to be 
ashamed of themselves.

Now, why is that political commentary my sermon 
introduction?  Because of a contrast.  A complete and total 
contrast.  There are two dominant parties in our current political 
system, always and ever engaged with each other for partisan 
advantage.  And both parties seldom really accomplish much of 

anything.  To be rather cynical, the country might be best served 
when that happens.

But the contrast in our text this morning also has reference to 
two parties.  Not two political parties, but a Father and a Son.  
And what we see in the relationship between the father and the 
son is the absolute opposite of current partisan politics.  We see 
an absolute unity, in purpose and in work, between God the 
Father and God the Son.  And that unity is where I will start this 
morning, for it is a unity that is expressed by prayer.

I. PRAYER BETWEEN THE FATHER AND THE SON.
Prayer is sometimes misunderstood by Christians, or 

misapplied.  Sometimes we think of prayer only as petitions, 
things we ask for.  Prayer requests.  And that is an important 
aspect of prayer.  But prayer, in its essence, is not just a list of 
request.  It is the communication and correspondence between 
two parties, between God and his people.  Prayer is a 
conversation, a verbal expression of fellowship.  And this 
morning, it is the prayer between Jesus and his father.

So we’ve shifted.  The last three chapters in John’s gospel 
have been a single, lengthy discourse, made up almost entirely of 
things that Jesus chose to say to his disciples as he prepared 
them for what was coming soon, his death.  To give you some 
context, those three chapters were the focus of the past ten 
sermons I have preached.  

So this morning we shift from what Jesus has to say to his 
disciples to what he has to say to his father in heaven.  And for 
Jesus, prayer did include some requests, but generally not for the 
sorts of things we request.  His focus is much more broad, and 
much more of a revelation of the perfect and complete unity 
between the first and second persons of the Trinity.  I’ve made 
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that same point frequently throughout this gospel, as I believe it is 
an emphasis that John gives to us deliberately.  The full and 
complete unity between all three members, actually, of the Trinity.  
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

So what do we learn from this prayer?  Notice first,

A. The awareness of an appointed time.
v.1  “Father, the hour has come.”

Go back just a bit, to John 12.  The entrance of Jesus into 
Jerusalem just one week before his resurrection, the day often 
called Palm Sunday.  It was the time for the Jewish passover.

John 12:23 But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has 
come that the Son of Man should be glorified.”

And we’re not left in any doubt what that means.
John 12:4  “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it 
dies, it produces much grain.”

Jesus is, rather clearly, talking about himself.  He will die.  And 
he makes that point explicitly, and repeatedly, during those last 
few days with his disciples.  But for our emphasis this morning, 
this is the appointed time.

Previously, frequently, Jesus said something to the effect, “My 
time has not yet come.”  Throughout his ministry, especially early 
on in his ministry, he kept quiet or withdrew from public crowds.  
He didn’t unnecessarily provoke his enemies during the whole 
time of his ministry, because he was so conscious of time, the 
appointed time.  But now, with that same consciousness, he 
proclaims the obvious but important point.  The appointed time is 
now.

It is the time when God determined for Jesus to enter the 
world, to be born as a man.  Paul calls it “the fullness of time.”

Gal. 4:4  “But when the fullness of the time had come, God 
sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to 
redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption as sons.”

Likewise,
1 Tim. 2:5  “For there is one God and one Mediator between 

God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself a 
ransom for all, to be testified in due time.”

In God’s time.  And for God, every time is appointed.  Every 
event is appointed.  Every circumstance is appointed.  Most 
broadly, we read that,  

Eph. 1:11  “In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all 
things according to the counsel of His will.”

This isn’t just a passing point, but something of major 
significance.  And Jesus’ prayer reflects his omniscience, his 
knowledge of all things, even the timing of the eternal purpose of 
God.  Jesus is God in the flesh, so as he prays to his father, he 
notes the truth that “the house has come.”  For him, that meant 
the hour of his death.

Then, Jesus reveals,

B. A understanding of assigned glory.  
His glory.  And his father’s glory.  And that glory becomes the 

subject of his petition as he prays.  “Glorify your Son.”  But it goes 
both ways.  That’s what I mean by assigned glory.  Glory 
assigned to the Father, and glory assigned to the son.  

v.1  “Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You.”
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So what, exactly, is Jesus asking?  What is the prayer?  How 
and why is glory assigned to Jesus.  The simple answer to that 
question is that Jesus glorified the father by completing his work.

That’s a contrast to the work of our congress this week, and 
most weeks, as well.  That’s a contrast often to tasks and chores 
that we are responsible to do.  I always have a lot of unfinished 
work each week, tasks related to the church and my ministry, or 
tasks related to my home and.  I always have unfinished 
business.  And this is Jesus’ glory, that he finished his work!

v.4   “I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.”

Never is that glory more evident than when Jesus cries out on 
the cross, “It is finished.”  The work of redemption was completed.  
All that Jesus had to do, everything that Jesus had to do, he did.  
Everything that had to be done for you and for me to be saved, 
was done.  He accomplished our redemption.  He satisfied the 
justice of God’s wrath.  He paid the penalty demanded as the 
curse of the covenant and required by the application of the law.

Heb. 9:11  “But Christ came as High Priest of the good things 
to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made 
with hands, that is, not of this creation. 12 Not with the blood of 
goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most 
Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.”

That is his glory!  He finished the work his Father gave to him 
to do.  And notice how that glory of Jesus is defined.  

v.5

In other words, the Father glories Jesus by acknowledging him 
to be God, to be the eternal God, the second person of the 
godhead.  It is the glory Jesus always had.  He never gave it up, 
but here, now, at the end of his earthly ministry, that glory is again 
emphasized.  Jesus was and is eternally and unchangeably God.

This whole gospel is built upon that point, isn’t it?
John 1:1  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him 
nothing was made that was made…14 And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

So the glory of Jesus is nothing less than his identification as 
God, the eternal God.  And that glory is bestowed upon him 
afresh here as he prays to his Father, a glory bestowed upon 
Jesus because he finished the work he came to earth to do.  

That is how the son glorifies the Father as well!  Jesus 
glorified the Father by completing his work.  That was his motive.  
That was his purpose.  And that was his accomplishment.  He 
received glory because of his obedience in fulfilling his father’s 
will.  And with that same obedience, he glorified his father.

v.1
v.4

Two thoughts at this point, by way of application.  First, 
recognize this focus on the glory of God, the Father and the Son.  
And recognize just how important a theme that is.  God is 
interested in the revelation of his own glory.  And we must always 
be ready to acknowledge that.

Secondly, to a certain degree, this pattern should apply to us 
as well.  In other words, when you serve God, when you 
accomplish his will and do things he would want you to do, you 
are glorifying him!  That’s precisely what it means to glorify God.

And he honors us for that measure of obedience and 
faithfulness.  He gives us a measure of glory.  Certainly not the 
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glory Jesus had, not the glory of being with God in the beginning, 
for we always remain in the category of creature, not creator.  But 
he still honors you, glorifies you, blesses you, when you 
accomplish his will in obedience to him.

Psalm 1:1  “Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel 
of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the 
seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And 
in His law he meditates day and night.”

Let’s move on to verse 2 and 3 in this prayer, because we see 
in those verses a lot about the whole subject of our salvation.  
The work of Jesus, most broadly defined, was our salvation.  And 
what we see in this marvelous prayer is that our salvation was 
also the work of the Father.

II. THE WORK OF THE FATHER IN OUR SALVATION.
There is actually a lot to learn here.  A lot of good theology to 

think about here, with reference to our salvation.
v.2

What seems to be plainly stated is a reference to authority.  
Authority could be understood as the power to do something, or 
maybe better, the right to do something.  Along with the ability.  
And the Father gives the Son “authority over all flesh.”  All 
mankind.  All people everywhere.  Jesus has the authority of his 
father.  Specifically,

A. The Father gives the Son authority to give life.  
That’s such a useful way to explain and to understand the 

work of salvation.  The authority, or ability, the power to give life.  
The power to give life to someone who is dead.  The authority to 
grant to people the blessing of life. 

The Son has that authority.  The Father has given it to him.  

Here is how Paul describes that work of salvation in,
Col. 1:13  “He has delivered us from the power of darkness 

and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in 
whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 
sins.”

So God the Father is the one who does that, who transfers our 
membership from one kingdom to another.  But the Father does 
that work through his Son.  The Father gives to his son the 
authority to accomplish that transfer of our kingdom membership.

He gives us life!  That’s salvation!  And only the Son can give 
you that life!  That is the gospel I preach to you today.

John 11:25 Jesus said to [Martha], “I am the resurrection and 
the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 
26 And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you 
believe this?” 

1 John 5:11  “And this is the testimony: that God has given us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has 
life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 
These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and 
that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”

John 20:30  “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 
but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His 
name.”

That’s the work of Jesus, the authority to give life.  But notice 
something else in verse 2.

B. The Father gives the elect to the Son to gain life.
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v.2

We’re still talking about the work of God in our salvation.  
Specifically, still, the work of the Father.  And these words are 
clear.  They are not big words nor are they hard to understand.   
But they say something that many people struggle with, and many 
Christians disagree with the plain meaning of these words.  Jesus 
speaks about a group of people whom the Father has given him.  

v.2  “…that He should give eternal life to as many as You have 
given Him.” 

So, to whom does Jesus give eternal life?  To all those, but 
only those, whom the Father gives him!  And who are those 
people?  Elsewhere the Bible calls them the elect.  Or it calls 
them the sheep.

A few other verses.
John 6:37  “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and 

the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out. 38 For I 
have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will 
of Him who sent Me. 39 This is the will of the Father who sent Me, 
that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise 
it up at the last day.”

That’s pretty plain, isn’t it?  There are a group of people whom 
the Father gives to the Son, to whom the son gives salvation.

Also, John 17:24 “Father, I desire that they also whom You 
gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My 
glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the 
foundation of the world.”

How about the sheep?
John 10:26  “But you do not believe, because you are not of 

My sheep, as I said to you. 27 My sheep hear My voice, and I 
know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, 
and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out 
of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater 
than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's 
hand. 30 I and My Father are one.”

And who are these sheep?  None other that those whom the 
Father chose before the foundation of the world, the elect.

Eph. 1:4   “…just as He chose us in Him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before 
Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His 
will.”

These sheep whom the Father has chosen and given to the 
son are also called the elect.

Rom. 8:31  “What then shall we say to these things? If God is 
for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him 
also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against 
God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who 
condemns?”

So this is the work of God the Father in our salvation.  He 
gives a certain number or group of people to his son for salvation.  
They are the sheep whom Jesus knows.  And no one can snatch 
them out of his hand.  That is our comfort and our security.

What then does the son do?  What is,

III. THE WORK OF THE SON IN OUR SALVATION.
Just look at how our salvation is defined in verse 3, eternal 

life.
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v.3a
So what does Jesus do?

A. Jesus gives salvation as the gift of eternal life.
He received that authority to give life from the Father.  And he 

exercises his authority.  He gives that gift to those who believe.  
And it is a gift.

Eph. 2:8  “For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest 
anyone should boast.”

The gift of life.
John 3:4  “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be 
saved.”

Notice, then, how that life is defined in verse 3, by “knowing 
God.”

B. Jesus defines salvation as the knowledge of God.  
v.3

So our salvation is not simply a doctrinal proposition.  It’s not 
simply something you say with words.  It is a relationship, a 
relationship with God.  Thus the ultimate question becomes, “Do 
you know God?”  Sometimes the words are overused and could 
become somewhat trite, but it’s still an appropriate question, “Do 
you have a relationship with God?”  Do you have a personal 
relationship with Jesus?

God is not an idea, he is a person.  He is not a doctrine.  He is 
not a power or a force.  He is not a feeling.  He is a person, a 
person whom we come to know.  By faith.  Do you know God?  
The Father?  And do you know Jesus?

He is presented to you here in this gospel, as the one who 
gives life to those who believe in him.  I proclaim him to you in just 
that way. The one who gives life.

Jesus is “the resurrection and the life.”  And Jesus say, “He 
who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.  And 
whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe 
this?” 

That is my question this morning.  Do you believe this?  If you 
do, the promise of life is for you.  
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