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How Do I Spend My Time?
If I am asked how I spend my time, I give a simple and easy answer. It is the same answer to the question of what I
like most about the work of being a pastor—that I spend my time, almost half and half, divided between those things I
would call pastoral shepherding and those things I would call study and office work. In other words, half my time is spent
with people, in the public ministry of teaching as well as the private and personal ministry that takes place house to house
(Acts 20:20). The other half of my time is spent in my office, both in terms of sermon preparation and the more routine
duties of administrative work.
I find that balance of time very well suited to my interests, strengths, and personality. There are some days I really
prefer the solitude of my office. By nature, I am an introvert. I enjoy the hours of study necessary for the variety of times
each week when I am teaching. I even enjoy the hours needed for administrative tasks like bulletin preparation,
newsletter production, and website maintenance. I would go crazy, however, if that were all I did. There are many days
when I simply do not want to be sitting alone at a desk, and the fruitfulness of my personal, pastoral labors has been a
source of great encouragement and energy since the day I arrived in Mount Airy 2-1/2 years ago. There are always
people to see and visits to be made. Thankfully, they have all been well received.

Welcome!
To our visitors,
we welcome you to
Covenant Reformed
Presbyterian Church.
Visitors, please take a copy of
the burgundy colored
Welcome!
folder located on the foyer
table next to the bulletins.
Please fill out a visitor’s card
and either give it to an usher
or put it in the offering plate.
“But now God has set the members,
each one of them, in the body
just as He pleased.”
(1 Cor. 12:18 NKJV)

I also like the freedom and flexibility to arrange my schedule according to my own
personal and family needs. It’s been a number of years since I specifically
counted and averaged the hours I “work” each week, but I know it is in excess of
the typical 40 hour professional work week. That workload is, however, always
tempered by the opportunity afforded me to spend my hours, for the most part,
when I choose. So I can “schedule” in family activities. I can make myself more
available when my children are in town. I can spend time with my wife when it’s
most convenient for us both. I can enjoy down time whenever I want, and
whenever I need to do so. And with my office over my garage next to my home,
my commute time is ideal—zero! Indeed, I can walk over to my office in my
slippers in the morning and can engage in some additional work later in the
evening when other activities have ended for the day.
Thus, despite the
sometimes long hours and occasional stressfulness of some personal
interactions, I can manage myself and my time in a way that keeps me healthy,
engaged, and refreshed. In that context, it was no surprise to me that one of the
most difficult things about the job I worked for the year before coming to Mount
Airy was the rigid 8 to 5, Monday to Friday routine imposed upon me. Though
fewer in hours, that scheduled caused greater hardship for me than the typical
week I have always “worked” as a pastor.
To give you a brief sense of my week, I do take Mondays “off.” That is to say,
unless there are matters of emergency, I do no church “work” on Monday.
Typically, unless I have occasion to visit one or more of my children in Georgia,
that means I engage in the physical labor of the various home improvement and
renovation projects I rather ambitiously took on when we bought our home a year
ago. The physical labor of actually designing and building things (or, for that
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matter, tearing something apart!) is something I also enjoy, both in the creative satisfaction of building projects and in the
physical exertion required. I enjoy working to exhaustion on those days off, and I am sure that exercise is beneficial to my
health as well.
My normal “work week” varies somewhat, depending on extraordinary meetings or out-of-town obligations, but while
my mornings are typically devoted to office work, I am often or even usually out and about visiting and meeting with
people from the lunch hour through the afternoon. Early in the week I tend to focus on office administrative tasks and
later in the week the obligations of sermon preparation become the priority. Now that my children are out of the home,
evenings are more free for work related obligations, and Tuesday is typically my evening I am free to visit. Wednesday, of
course, finds me leading the church-wide Bible study at the Kaye’s house and Thursday evenings of late have been
devoted to a youth and young adult Bible study that meets most weeks at the Shields’ home. Friday nights I generally
keep free, often for a night out on a date with Sharon. And Saturday night is a time to finish everything that needs to get
finished before Sunday. On a good week, I have a lot of time of Saturday for other things, but on a busy week, I measure
success simply by managing to complete everything that needs to get done in preparation for Sunday.
I am also willing, even eager, to remain accessible to all of you. There are times when I don’t answer phone calls, but
I will always respond as soon as possible. Please don’t think you are intruding if you leave me a message, or send me an
email or text. The tools we have these days for communication are
extremely helpful, and I certainly wish to take full advantage of those
Schedule of
tools. They are also a protection, so that if I just sat down to dinner my
voicemail can handle whatever calls come in, and if I am benefitting from
Preaching & Teaching
some down time or time devoted to my family, a text message can create
a helpful reminder for something I need to look into as soon as I return to Sept. 16
“work.” I appreciate your thoughtfulness in wanting me to have that Adult SS 1 Corinthians (Mike Shields)
AM
John 16:16-24
sense of privacy as well.
PM

All of that is to say, please pray for my discipline and organization in
the use of my time. I seldom really feel like I am at full efficiency, even as
my pastoral labors sometime require, by definition, the flexibility to
devote extended amounts of time to personal matters that rise in priority
in the lives of different people in our church. So seldom is a “typical”
week really “typical” at all. Seldom does a week pass by when nothing of
an extraordinary nature intrudes. But I’m thankful for the flexibility
afforded me to engage in this work on a full-time basis. I’m thankful for
the health and energy to pursue the work to which the Lord has called
me. And I’m always been thankful to the saints here at Covenant who
have received my ministry so willingly and appreciatively. I am very
thankful for the Lord’s blessing upon that labor.
Please pray also for my mind, as I study and prepare for the teaching
I do each week. And pray for my strength, that God would continue to
equip me for the work of ministry despite every evidence of my own
human frailty.

Leviticus 18-20

Sept. 23
Adult SS 1 Corinthians (Mike Shields)
AM
John 16:25-33
PM
Leviticus 19:9-18
Sept. 30
Adult SS Pastor Willet
AM
John 17:1-5
PM
Leviticus 21-22
October 7
Adult SS Al Tricarico (Home Missions report)
AM
Al Tricarico Preaching
PM
Leviticus 23
October 14
Adult SS Pastor Willet
AM
John 17:6-19
PM
Leviticus 24

Treasurer’s Report
Monthly Income
July
$12,240.27
August $10,213.35
YTD
$74,508.84

Monthly Expenses
July
$8,652.78
August $14,175.09
YTD
$89,068.34

Monthly Average Income
$9,313.61

Monthly Average Expenses
$11,133.54
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Income minus Expenses
July
$3,587.49
August -$3,961.74
YTD
-$14,559.50

Harvest OPC (Winston-Salem)
Calvin Keller has been call by our congregation to labor as the Organizing Pastor in Winston-Salem.
The Presbytery of the Southeast, meeting October 19-20, will receive his request to be dismissed
from his current pastorate in order to accept the call and be installed at Harvest.
Calvin has been the pastor of the Cornerstone OPC in Chattanooga, TN since 2006.
Ordained in 1993, he previously served OPC congregations in Santa Cruz, CA and Hamden, CT.
He and his wife, Connie, are the parents of four children in their twenties.
Because Harvest is a daughter church of Covenant, the organizing pastor at Harvest will be a Pastor called
by the full, combined congregations to serve as organizing pastor of the mission work in Winston-Salem. His financial
support will be assisted by the Presbytery of the Southeast and our denominational Committee on Home Missions.

Sunday School
Four Classes to be held each week:

Pre-Readers
(Teachers to be determined)

Young Readers
(Teachers to be determined)

Youth
Taught primarily by Pastor Willet
A practical and personal study of the Westminster Confession
intended for our covenant children
as they learn to understand and embrace the Confession for themselves.

Adults
Taught by Ruling Elder Mike Shields
An expositional study of 1 Corinthians

Wednesday Night Bible Study
Everyone is invited to our weekly Bible study
each Wednesday evening at 7 pm,
focusing on the book of Hebrews.
We meet at the home of Marvin and Susan Kaye, 419 Spring St.
September 19: Hebrews 13:5-14
September 26: Hebrews 13:15-25
October 3: To Be Determined
October 10: To Be Determined
October 17: To Be Determined
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Youth and Young Adult Bible Study
Thursdays 7 pm
(most weeks at the home of Mike and Cindy Shields)
Dinner at 7 pm
Bible study begins approximately 7:45 pm
Taught by Pastor Willet
Current Topic: The prophecy of Habakkuk
Everyone is invited to this discussion-based Bible study.

Men's Reading Group
Each Friday, 8:00 AM
at the church
studying the book, Knowing Scripture, by R.C. Sproul
September 21: Chapter 4 (pp.69-76)
September 28: Chapter 4 (pp.76-87)
October 5: Chapter 4 (pp.87-99)
October 12: Chapter 4 (pp.99-108)
October 19: NO MEETING
All the men and young men of the church are invited for a time of study,
prayer and fellowship.

Church Website
www.mtairyopc.org
Please visit our newly updated website!
Please note:
Weekly sermons are now posted on this website. (Sermon Audio is no longer be active.)
Urgent church announcements (such as weather closings, etc.) will be posted on this site.
We plan to keep the site current and up to date, as an outreach to our community.
Please note any errors or make known any suggestions for improvements to Pastor Willet.
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As an outreach to our community and a benefit to our own congregation,
the Session has scheduled…

Walk Thru the Bible
Old Testament Seminar
Saturday October 27
9 am to 4 pm
$10/person, $25/family max
Scholarships will be offered
Lunch will be provided
More information will follow, with volunteers needed to help.
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend if you are able.
The seminar is appropriate and helpful or young children to adults
From their website (walkthru.org):
Learn the Old Testament in Just a Few Hours
There's a lot to remember in the Bible. And it can be overwhelming and confusing.
But in just a few short hours, you will learn the major people, and events of the Old
Testament in chronological order—and you'll enjoy yourself in the process!

INVITATIONS
Please consider inviting at least three people to this event!
Fliers are available for your use.
Please speak to Susan Kay if you are ready to register.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
FOOD SERVICES
FACILITIES PREPARATION
PLEASE SPEAK TO PASTOR WILLET
IF YOU ARE WILLING TO HELP IN EITHER OF THESE WAYS.
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Covenant Reformed Presbyterian Church
495 S. Franklin Rd.
Mount Airy, NC 27030
336-673-3176 (Church office)
770-880-2265 (Pastor’s phone)
mtairyopc.org
Pastor Scott Willet: sswillet@mac.com

Sunday Services
Sunday School Classes
10:00 AM
Sunday Morning Worship Service
11:00 AM
Sunday Afternoon Worship Service
2:15 PM

Other Activities
Wed. Night Bible Study
7:00 PM
Meeting at the Kaye home, 419 Spring St.

Thursday Night Youth and Young Adult Bible Study
7:00 PM
Meeting at the Shields’ home, 250 Apollo Dr.

Men’s Reading Group
Friday 8:00 AM
Meeting at the church
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