
An Encounter with Jesus
John 4:1-19

Jesus always seemed to be creating problems.  Remember 
our study last week?  John’s disciples got jealous and upset 
because Jesus was baptizing more people than they were.  
Actually, we  learn in verse 2 of our text this morning that it was 
Jesus’ disciples who were doing the baptizing.  And John’s 
disciples didn’t like it.  As we studied last week,

John 3:26  “They came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, He 
who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have 
testified--behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him!”

Such childish jealousy was quickly answered by John’s 
statement of great humility,

John 3:30   “He must increase, but I must decrease.”

Jesus, for his part, didn’t want to fuel this silly competition 
either, so what did he do?  He left.

v.1-3

And he set out to do that which was most important.  That 
which he had come to do, which was to reveal God to people on 
earth.  He didn’t come to the rich and famous.  He didn’t come to 
the important and powerful.  Instead, in our text this morning, he 
came to a woman.

You have to understand it was surprising, even scandalous, 
that a man would speak to a woman in public.  But this wasn’t just 
any woman.  This was a Samaritan woman, a woman belonging 
to that hated, half-breed, half-Jewish race of Samaritans.  And 
Jews had nothing to do with Samaritans.  That was the polite way 
to describe it.  They were the objects of racial prejudice.

And even further, as we discover, this was an immoral woman, 
one who had had five husbands, and who was living with a man 
who wasn’t her husband.

So what’s the point?  Even before we look at the actual 
message which Jesus spoke to this woman, it is important to 
notice that,

I. JESUS EAGERLY SEEKS THOSE WHO ARE LOST.
Jesus went to her, and to do so, he went through Samaria.
v.3-4

What was the necessity?  The divine necessity?  Why did 
Jesus need to go through Samaria?  Well, you could say that it 
was probably the shortest route, and that the Galileans, when 
they travelled to the holy festivals at Jerusalem, would often go 
through Samaria.  It is possible that the Scripture says he needed 
to go through Samaria in order to save time and needless travel, 
but there seems to be more here.  More than merely practical 
considerations, for the Jews hated the Samaritans.  They would 
go out of their way to avoid them.  

Understanding the full sense of God’s providence, we can 
properly say that this encounter between Jesus and the woman at 
the well was ordained in God’s perfect plan, and that Jesus had 
the awareness of his father’s will, that he was sent by his father to 
meet this woman.  And the point is made quite obvious, that,

A.  Jesus appeals to people whom others would despise.
The words here make that clear, by the woman’s own reaction 

to Jesus.
v.5-9
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Again, that is the polite way to describe it.   The Jews hated 
the Samaritans.  They despised them.  And they scorned them, 
and shunned them.  They surely “had no dealings” with them.  
None at all.

There is a great deal of detail given regarding Jesus’ humanity 
in those verses, and I shouldn’t ignore those details as we study 
this passage.  Jesus never gave up his divine nature, he never 
ceased to be God nor lost any of his essential nature as God.  He 
never lost the least little bit of his deity.

But he did become a man.  And as a man, having travelled a 
long distance by foot, he was tired.  And thirsty.

v.6-7

Jesus uses that shared humanity to appeal to this woman.  
And he makes a very normal and appropriate appeal.  He appeals 
to her compassion, most notably her womanly compassion.  He 
appeals to her sense of sympathy for a man in need, a man who 
was thirsty.  He asks her for a drink of water.

It is a well noted observation of psychology that an excellent 
way to gain entrance into the heart of another person is to ask 
that person a favor.  Jesus does so, and engages her in 
conversation.  He appeals to her, speaking to her first, reaching 
out to her with an obvious loving intent of speaking to her words 
of life.

And the obvious point that I want to emphasize at the outset is 
that Jesus is appealing to a woman whom others would despise.  
Others would judge her as a half-breed.  Others would judge her 
for her immorality.  She would be scorned and rejected by others 
around her, especially men.  Most especially religious men of high 
Jewish standing.  But Jesus reaches out to her.

There is such significance in all of that.  We read of Jesus, 
later on, in,

Luke   5:29 Then Levi gave Him a great feast in his own 
house. And there were a great number of tax collectors and 
others who sat down with them 30 And their scribes and the 
Pharisees complained against His disciples, saying, "Why do You 
eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?"  31 Jesus 
answered and said to them, "Those who are well have no need of 
a physician, but those who are sick.  32 "I have not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners, to repentance." 

Jesus came to save sinners.  He did not come to those who 
think themselves to be good.  He did not come to those who 
spiritual blindness and hardness caused them to despise others.  
He came to those who were despised!  Hated.  Rejected.

And there is a reason for that, so well defined by the Apostle 
Paul in,

1 Cor. 2:27  “But God has chosen the foolish things of the 
world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak 
things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty;  
28 and the base things of the world and the things which are 
despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring 
to nothing the things that are, 29 that no flesh should glory in His 
presence.”

Even Jesus’ own disciples would be amazed and somewhat 
offended that Jesus was talking to this woman, as we read in,

v.27 “And at this point His disciples came, and they marveled 
that He talked with a woman; yet no one said, "What do You 
seek?" or, "Why are You talking with her?"

But Jesus does that.  He appeals to people whom others 
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would despise.  He appeals to people whom others would avoid.  
And I wonder sometimes, how often we fail to imitate that 
example.  It is so easy to want for the church people who are 
prosperous, people who have their affairs of life in order, who are 
ready and able to give and work.  We want the successful people, 
the outwardly presentable people, not those who are poor and 
needy.  After all, you can’t build a church upon people who are 
poor and needy!  But Jesus does.  He builds the church upon 
those whom he describes as the “weak things of the world,” “the 
base things of the world and the things which are despised.”

And that is a pattern that we ought not to ignore!  Jesus 
appeals to people whom others would despise, and ignore.  And 
in that appeal,

B.  Jesus takes the initiative to speak the truth of the 
gospel.
To the woman’s question, Jesus answers with words of life.
v.9-10

Jesus is apparently speaking to her curiosity, and speaking in 
veiled language, not saying everything all at once, in an effort to 
stimulate this woman’s interest.  And he certainly succeeds.

He uses a great object lesson--the water in the well.  And 
there he was, thirsty.  So he speaks of living water.  He tells her a 
brief and incomplete word of truth in order to stir her mind, in 
order to engage her thoughts.  He doesn’t beat her over the head 
with a 2 X 4, as we sometimes say.  Rather he speaks gently.  
Revealing the truth in amounts which she can handle.  And he 
gets her to ask him a follow-up question.

v.11

Now, that is a very good example to follow in speaking to 

people.  Don’t give them all the religious and theological jargon 
that you can muster.  Don’t give them a full doctrinal statement 
and expect them to comprehend what you are talking about.  Give 
them a word of truth about eternal life.  A simple word, focused 
upon the central facts of the gospel.

Jesus simply offers living water.  Looking at that water deep in 
the well that would satisfy his bodily thirst, he offers her the living 
water that will satisfy her spiritual thirsts.  And he takes the 
initiative to do it!

Notice something.  Jesus recognizes that this woman, this 
despised and immoral woman, would immediately relate to the 
need for living water.  She would immediately realize that there is 
more to life than the food and drink which nourishes our physical 
bodies.  She would immediately sense her own spiritual thirst.  
She would recognize that she was needy, and in need of living 
water, even though she had no idea what that was.

Think about it.  Jesus stimulated her interested, by assuming 
that she would recognize the hopelessness of the mortality of her 
own condition.  So he offered her living water.

When you have the occasion to speak words of life to those 
who are dead, you ought to think in these terms.  Speak to people 
with the conscious desire to make them aware of their own 
needs, their own spiritual lostness and physical mortality.  And 
offer them life!

Jesus would later build on this same theme.
John 7:37  On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus 

stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me 
and drink. 38 "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, 
out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”
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It is the same invitation as we find in the Old Testament.
Isaiah 55:1  “Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; 

And you who have no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you 
spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what 
does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, 
And let your soul delight itself in abundance.”

And in that gentle invitation of Jesus in,
Mat.11:28  “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest. 29 "Take My yoke upon you and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. 30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is 
light.”

We should invite people to the gospel, we should invite people 
to Jesus, by offering them the only source of rest and peace that 
is possible, that which is found in the person of Jesus Christ.  
Indeed,

II. JESUS SPEAKS WORDS OF LIFE TO THOSE WHO 
ARE DEAD.
When you speak to a non-Christian, you need to realized this 

basic truth, and you need to know it well.  They are dead!  
Whatever degree of outward comfort they have, no matter what 
level of physical satisfaction they have in life, they are dead.  And 
they have no hope of life.  And they know it.  They know they will 
die.  And you know they will die.

So tell them about life.

A.  Jesus offers the gift of eternal life.
There is seldom any value in debating issues of doctrine with 

those who are dead.  There is seldom any value in discussing 

theology with non-Christians.  For them, such things are a cover, 
a protective shield to separate them from the penetrating 
demands of God upon their lives.  And many people love to 
debate, as a game.  For the sport of it.  Stay away from all such 
debates.  Instead, offer the gift of eternal life.

Offer living water.  And offer it as the gift of God.
v.10

John would especially make use of this analogy with water, 
symbolizing the gift of eternal life.  Recording the words of Jesus,

Rev.21:6  “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of 
life freely to him who thirsts.”

That’s what we need to be saying to people.  We need to offer 
them the fountain of the water of life!  And we need to offer it to 
them without cost!

Rev.22:17  “And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let 
him who hears say, "Come!" And let him who thirsts come. 
Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.”

Our biblical doctrine of the sovereignty of God must not keep 
you from offering to people who are dead the water of life!  Our 
biblical doctrine of eternal predestination must never keep you 
from inviting someone who is thirsty to drink from the water of life.  
And to do so freely.  Without cost!  The general call of the gospel 
is our responsibility.  It is, of  course, God’s responsibility to use 
that outward calling and the preaching of the word to work 
salvation in the heart and enable a man to understand.

But our job is to give the invitation!

Page �  of �4 8



And so I will.  I will not assume that everyone in my hearing 
knows the gift of eternal life.  I will not assume that everyone has 
received the gift of eternal life.  And so I offer it to you freely.  I 
offer to you the living water, the water of life.  I offer to you the gift 
of eternal life.

And that gift is yours, if you will embrace Jesus Christ as your 
Lord and your savior, trusting in him and resting upon his work 
upon the cross as the atoning sacrifice for your sins.

I offer to you life.
Isaiah 55:1  “Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; 

And you who have no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you 
spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what 
does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, 
And let your soul delight itself in abundance.”

You are looking for life, and unless you look to Jesus Christ, 
you are looking in the wrong place.  If you are looking for ultimate 
satisfaction in life in the things of this world, you will never be 
satisfied.  For those things will never satisfy the deepest longings 
of your heart.  They never will, for you will never have enough.

If you are looking for life in yourself, thinking that you can do 
something good in your life and atone for your sins, that you can 
live a good life and someone find salvation in those good works, 
let me tell you, you will never do enough.  And your good works 
will be filthy rags before the Lord our God.

You must find your life in Jesus, for,

B.  Jesus speaks as the author of eternal life.
And so John would later write,

1 John 4:11  “This is the testimony: that God has given us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has 
life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”

Here, with the woman at the well, look at how Jesus draws her 
attention to himself.

v.11-12

That was a profound question, for it was a question which 
essentially asks Jesus, “Are you God?”  “Are you greater than our 
father Jacob?”  “Is the water which you offer greater than the 
water which Jacob had offered his sons and his livestock at that 
very well?”

And the answer?  “YES.”  Yes, Jesus is greater than Jacob 
and the water he offered is greater than the water of that well.

v.13-14

Jesus is so obviously speaking as the author of eternal life.  
And he freely offers that gift of eternal life to this despised and 
immoral woman.

In my experience, the greatest barrier to the gospel is the 
external prosperity which we enjoy in this world.  And that 
physical and financial prosperity is a barrier because it masks the 
real hunger and thirst that exists deep in every human soul, in 
every soul that lives without Jesus.

There is a deep spiritual, religious hunger in every human 
being, and only as they taste that hunger will they long for the gift 
of life.  So those who taste that hunger the greatest, are generally 
the most responsive to the gospel.  And those who feel 
themselves to be quite satisfied with their lives, will stay away.  
And face eternal condemnation.
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In the words to the church at Laodicea, we read this analysis 
of the spiritual condition of the people, so close to the condition of 
so many people today,

Rev.3:17  “Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, 
and have need of nothing' --and do not know that you are 
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked-- 18 "I counsel you to 
buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and 
white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your 
nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye 
salve, that you may see.”

Those who see themselves as rich, who have no need of 
anything, reject the gospel of Jesus Christ.  And they do so in 
ignorance, for they, above all others, “are wretched, miserable, 
poor, blind, and naked.”  And when you begin to realize that, then 
the offer of living water becomes very meaningful.

And so this morning, Jesus speaks to you, as he spoke to this 
woman at the well in Samaria.  He speaks to you as the author of 
eternal life.  Offering to you the gift of eternal life.

And he does so as the sovereign Lord of heaven and earth 
who knows everything about you.  He knows every sin, and every 
evil act and impure thought.  Every one.  And the gospel does 
confront you in your sin.

The gift of eternal life is offered without cost.  It is offered and 
received freely, and you will receive it only when you turn from 
your sin.

In other words, faith and repentance are joined together.  To 
embrace Jesus Christ is to turn from sin, and so the gospel rightly 
confronts a man in his sin.  And here,

III. JESUS SPEAKS WORDS OF REBUKE TO CONFRONT 
THE ISSUE OF SIN.
Look at what Jesus says next.  He has successfully drawn this 

woman into this conversation.  He has drawn out her sense of 
need for life, and has caused her to see the emptiness and thirst 
of her own life.  In fact, she asks for the living water.

v.15

And then what does he do?  Well, he doesn’t close the sale, to 
use the crass language of the business world of our day, 
language which applies to evangelists just as it does to used-car 
salesmen.  Evangelism training today often resembles sales 
training, high pressure sales techniques.  Even to the point of 
manipulation.  Where the main objective is simple.  Close the 
sale.  Stimulate interest in your product and close the sale.

Get a decision.  Get a commitment.  Get them to sign a card.  
Get them to pray a prayer.  Get them to go forward at an altar call.  
Get them to be baptized.  Get them to join the church.  Close the 
sale.  That’s the call of many evangelists today.  And it’s horrible!

That might be an acceptable practice in selling life-insurance, 
but it is a horrible example for evangelism.  Jesus doesn’t close 
this sale.  Instead, he seems to make it more difficult for the 
woman, for he confronts the issue of sin in her life.

Now, if you want to drive someone away quickly today, you 
usually don’t have to do anything but address the sin in their life.  
And people will get defensive.  Argumentative.  And even 
rebellious.  And by confronting sin in people’s lives today, you risk 
alienating them.

So guess what?  Many preachers and evangelists never do!  
They never confront sin, and simply go on blindly speaking about 
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salvation and faith and eternal life with no exhortation, no biblical 
demand to deal with sin!  Most presentations of the gospel today 
soft-peddle the presence of sin.  Most presentations of the gospel 
today do not include an explanation of the demands of the law of 
God, a law which condemns you as a law-breaker.

Not Jesus.  He confronts sin, in its most pointed and personal 
way.

v.16

Now, Jesus knew everything about this woman.  And he knew 
that she had had five husbands.  And he knew that she was now 
living with a man who wasn’t her husband.  He knew it, and he 
made sure she knew he knew it.

And he does the same for everyone of us.

A.  Jesus reveals the secret sins we try to hide.
That’s evangelism.  Confronting sin.  Confronting the sin a 

man is trying to hide.  Not just easy-believism, “Come and accept 
Jesus,” with no reference to turning away from sin.  NO.  The 
demand of the gospel, the demand of Jesus, personally, is that 
you must expose the filthiness and the dirtiness and the horror of 
your own sin.

I can tell you, that it was precisely at that point that I accepted 
Jesus Christ as my savior, when a faithful preacher proclaimed to 
me that I was a sinner, that I was dead in my sins.  I had never 
known that, in the proud and stubborn blindness of my own sin.  
But Jesus certainly revealed those secret sins in my own heart, 
just as clearly as he does with this woman.

v.15-16

And the woman was struck down.  She was humbled and 

properly rebuked.  And she couldn’t hide.
v.17a

At that point,

B.  Jesus reveals the fullness of sin.
No downplaying.  No softening.  Just the utter humiliation of 

being laid out exposed and stripped naked before the Lord.
v.17-18

Jesus reveals the fullness of sin, and left this woman nearly 
speechless.  Her inadequate response was simply,

v.19

Then she changed the subject, and tried engaging Jesus in a 
popular theological debate about which mountain they should 
worship on, which we’ll study next week.  But today let me simply 
emphasize just how different Jesus’ presentation of the gospel is 
from the popularized forms of evangelism that are utilized today.

This woman had asked Jesus for the living water that he 
offered.  “Give me this water,” she said, “that I may not thirst, nor 
come here to draw.”  And for many evangelists today, that’s all 
they needed to hear.  That’s what people are looking for today, 
outward acts.  Just pray this prayer, and it’s yours.  Just walk the 
aisle, and it’s yours.  Just sign this card, and it’s yours.

But is it?

Not if the issue of sin is unaddressed.  Not unless that faith 
that you profess is inseparably joined with repentance.  Not until 
the gospel of Jesus Christ strips you of all human pride and lays 
bare before the eyes of God your horrible, horrible sin.
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Then, and only then, will you really know what it means to 
thirst.    And then, only then, will this invitation have its proper 
understanding,

Isaiah 55:1 “Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; 
And you who have no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy 
wine and milk Without money and without price.”

That invitation continues.
Isaiah 55:6  “Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call 

upon Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake his way, And 
the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, 
And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will 
abundantly pardon. 8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor 
are your ways My ways," says the LORD. 9 "For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, 
And My thoughts than your thoughts.”

“Let the wicked forsake his ways.”  That’s the call of the 
gospel.  And salvation comes only to those who are able to admit 
and confess that,

Isa 64:6  “...we are all like an unclean thing, And all our 
righteousnesses are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our 
iniquities, like the wind, Have taken us away.”

Be assured, as he offers the free gift of eternal life, as he 
offers the living waters without cost, Jesus reveals the fullness of 
sin.  And salvation comes to those who are able to affirm that 
second question we ask of all members in the OPC, “Do you 
confess that because of your sinfulness you abhor and humble 
yourself before God, and that you trust for salvation not in 
yourself but in Jesus Christ alone?”

And so to all of you, I say this, 

Isaiah 55:6  “Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call 
upon Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake his way, And 
the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, 
And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will 
abundantly pardon.”
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