
Let There Be Light
John 1:4-8

Last week we focused upon the power of God, particularly the 
power to create.  Remember the words that begin the Bible,

Gen. 1:1  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. 2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was 
on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and 
there was light.”

So before the foundation of the world, in that time identified as 
eternity, there was nothing.  “The earth was without form, and 
void; and darkness was on the face of the deep.”  There as 
nothing, and then God spoke.  God said.  And it was so.  The first 
day of creation was the day when God created light, and we read 
that,

Gen. 1:4  “God divided the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the 
evening and the morning were the first day.”

That process went on, of course, for six days.  God made “all 
things of nothing, by the word of his power, in the space of six 
days, and all very good.”  Such power.  And our faith is defined in 
terms of that eternal, creative power of God.

Heb. 11:3  “By faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen 
were not made of things which are visible.” 

John uses the same language to teach us that the second 
person of the trinity, the second person of the godhead, is the 
active creator.  He is called the word.

v.1  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 

God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him 
nothing was made that was made.”

And what did the word create first?  What did God speak first?  
“Let there be light.”  Light comes first.  And John makes a very 
simple connection for us–it is to connect “light” with “life.”  In other 
words, light is an illustration of life.  Light is a definition of life.   

So we read,
v.4
That’s where we begin this morning.  The idea of life.

I. LIFE.
Life is a simple word, but let me give it a very meaningful 

definition.  Life is communion with God, fellowship with God.  Life 
is a reconciled relationship with God that is not breached by sin.  
And death, by contrast, can be defined as separation from God.

It is easy to describe what that life and death looked like 
before the fall,

Gen. 2:8  “The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, 
and there He put the man whom He had formed. 9 And out of the 
ground the Lord God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the 
sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of 
the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”

So Adam enjoyed the tree of life!  But with a warning.  With a 
probationary test.  One prohibition.

Gen. 2:15  “Then the Lord God took the man and put him in 
the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. 16 And the Lord God 
commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you 
may freely eat; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 
surely die.”
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And so when they sinned, just as God promised, they died.  
That death was first evident in their shame and guilt, the 
consciousness of sin.

Gen. 3:8  “And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking 
in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees 
of the garden.  9 Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to 
him, “Where are you?” 10 So he said, “I heard Your voice in the 
garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 
11 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should 
not eat?”…21 Also for Adam and his wife the Lord God made 
tunics of skin, and clothed them.  22 Then the Lord God said, 
“Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and 
evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of 
life, and eat, and live forever”— 23 therefore the Lord God sent 
him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was 
taken. 24 So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at 
the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned 
every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.”

That’s death.  Separation from God!  A flaming sword.

To the contrary, life means that you are able to enjoy an 
unbroken relationship with God.  Therefore, life means eternal 
life.  But since the fall, since mankind tasted of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, since death come into the world, life 
is possible only by faith in Jesus.

A. Life is found only in Jesus.
“In him was life.”  “In him IS life.”

If you want life, then you must come to Jesus.  If you want life, 
eternal life, you must receive it as a gift by grace, through faith.  

The faith that believes in Jesus!  And if you don’t believe in Jesus, 
you don’t have life! 

1 John 5:11  “And this is the testimony: that God has given us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has 
life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 
These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and 
that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”

Now, that life can’t mean physical life, because in his essence, 
God is not physical.  He is spirit.  Non-physical.  So the life which 
he has in himself is spiritual life, the highest form of life there is.  
So we read,  

1 John 1:1  “That which was from the beginning, which we 
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have 
looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word 
of life-- 2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear 
witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the 
Father and was manifested to us-- 3 that which we have seen and 
heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with 
us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son 
Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write to you that your joy may 
be full.”

In terms of life, we also read the personalized example of,
John 11:17  So when Jesus came, He found that he had 

already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles away. 19 And many of the Jews had 
joined the women around Martha and Mary, to comfort them 
concerning their brother. 20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard 
that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but Mary was sitting in 
the house. 21 Then Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if You had been 
here, my brother would not have died. 22 "But even now I know 
that whatever You ask of God, God will give You." 23 Jesus said 
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to her, "Your brother will rise again." 24 Martha said to Him, "I 
know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day." 25 
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 "And whoever 
lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?"

And so I ask you, “Do you believe this?”

Oh, if you are to have eternal life, you must believe this.  If you 
are going to go to heaven when your physical life ends, then you 
must believe this.  For Jesus says,

John 14:6  “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one 
comes to the Father, except through me.”

“I am the life,” Jesus says.  “No one comes to the Father, 
except through me.”

So all religions aren’t the same.  All religions don’t lead to the 
same place.  Only one gives life.  All the others bring death.  
There is life, eternal life, only through faith in Jesus Christ.

You must believe!  In order to have life.  You must believe in 
Jesus Christ.  The truth of the gospel is this, that apart from Jesus 
Christ, without faith in Jesus Christ, you are dead in your 
trespasses and sins.  And, therefore, by nature, children of wrath.  
Subject to his wrath and curse, and to the pains of hell forever.  
As the just penalty for your sins.

And so we read that familiar verse,
John 3:16  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.”

There is life only for those who will embrace Jesus Christ in all 

the fullness of his glory, and trust in him for salvation.  Jesus 
Christ accomplished our salvation by doing what no one else 
could do.  He laid down his own life, his physical life, as the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, to satisfy God’s justice and wrath. 

But you can’t make yourself alive.  Only God can do that.  

B. Life is found only in the power of God.
So listen to the gospel, the gospel of life.
Eph.2:4  “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great 

love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ.”

Only Jesus can give life.  Only Jesus can give eternal life.  
Only Jesus can raise you from the dead, from spiritual death and 
separation from God.  Only Jesus can give you spiritual life, that 
is, a  restored relationship with God.  Only Jesus.

John 1:12  “But as many as received Him, to them He gave 
the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His 
name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God.”

This morning, this is my message, believe on the one who 
says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”  His name is Jesus.  
He is the Word.  He is the life.

Then, to use a second very simple word to describe and 
define Jesus. he is light.

II. LIGHT.
The light of the world.  The light of men.
v.4

Now, what does light do?  Well, the characteristic quality of 
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light is that it shines.  It illumines.  Specifically, light shines in 
darkness, as we read in verse 5.  Light enables you to see in the 
darkness.  In fact,  

A. Light is contrasted with darkness.
So the meaning here is, most obviously, also spiritual in 

nature.  The darkness is also a reference to a spiritual condition, 
the state of being lost and dead in the darkness of sin and 
unbelief.

And so in this spiritual sense, what is the light which shines in 
the darkness?  Simply put, it is the revelation of God.  Jesus is 
the fullness of the revelation of God.  He is the light, a light which 
reveals truth.  To have the light means to know the truth.  To walk 
in the light means to walk in the truth.

1John 1:5 This is the message which we have heard from Him 
and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at 
all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in 
the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”

Light reveals truth, and Jesus Christ is, as we’ve read, the 
truth.  He is “the way, the truth, and the life.”  Truth, also, is 
contrasted with darkness.

And so we read things like,
Col. 1:13  “For he has rescued us from the dominion of 

darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves,  
14  in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

And so I would ask you, “Are you living in the kingdom of light, 
or in the kingdom of darkness?”  Are you living in the darkness of 

sin and unbelief, or the light of the truth of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ?

We live in an age that does not believe in truth, true truth.  
Real truth.  Absolute truth.  We live in a day and an age when 
truth is thought to be relative, if it exists at all.  Experience is what 
matters.  Personal experience.  Authenticity.  But not truth.   
Absolute truth, doesn’t exist. 

Such skepticism is all but destroying the philosophical base 
upon which Christianity is built, and you don’t need to read or 
hear noted philosophers and authors to understand that 
pessimism.  The sad reality is that we have passed from a 
modern age to what many call a post-modern age, in which there 
are no absolute values.  No moral truth.  No doctrinal stability.  
And nothing, therefore which gives the hope of eternal life! 

And so there is great pessimism.  Especially among young 
people today.  Great hopelessness.  Great despair.  And therefore 
high rates of suicide.  Horrible examples of murderous rampages.  
And the destruction of the moral fabric of society which had been 
built upon biblical virtues of honesty, faithfulness and goodness.

So we must proclaim to this world today that truth exists, 
before we can even begin to explain to them what that truth is.  
There is something called truth.  Something that is truth, always 
has been and always will be.  And I proclaim that truth to you 
today.

Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today, and 
forever.  He is truth.  And he is life.  And he is light.

But sadly, as John so clearly explains it,
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B.  Light is rejected by darkness.
Rejected by the wicked.
v.5

Why?  Why does the world reject the truth of Jesus Christ?

It’s quite simple.
John 3:19  “And this is the condemnation, that the light has 

come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil. 20 "For everyone practicing evil 
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed.”

It is true, that the gospel of Jesus Christ begins with the reality 
that you are a sinner, that your heart is desperately wicked.  And 
many will reject the gospel right at that point, for they love their 
deeds.  They love the darkness.  And they will pay the 
consequences, being sentenced by God to an eternal torment in 
the pains of hell.  And so we have a great witness.

III. A WITNESS.
Notice how he is described,
v.6-8

He came as a witness.  Now, what is a witness?

Simple answer, “one who testifies.”  One who gives testimony.  
Specifically to give testimony about something that you have 
yourself heard, seen, or experienced.  The word has the same

And what had John experienced?  What was his testimony?
v.29, 32, 34

John came to give testimony about Jesus Christ. And, he was,

A. The final Old Testament prophet.
Note John’s connection with the Old Covenant prophets.
Mat.3:1  “In those days John the Baptist came preaching in 

the wilderness of Judea, 2 and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand!" 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the 
prophet Isaiah, saying: "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’"

He’s quoting from the OT prophet Isaiah.
Is.40:1 "Comfort, yes, comfort My people!" Says your God. 2 

"Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and cry out to her, That her warfare 
is ended, That her iniquity is pardoned; For she has received from 
the LORD’S hand Double for all her sins." 3 The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the LORD; Make 
straight in the desert A highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall 
be exalted And every mountain and hill brought low; The crooked 
places shall be made straight And the rough places smooth; 5 
The glory of the LORD shall be revealed, And all flesh shall see it 
together; For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

That’s Jesus, Jesus as predicted by the OT prophets.  Jesus 
as witnessed by the OT prophets.  Notice also about John,

Mark 1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God. 2 As it is written in the Prophets: "Behold, I send My 
messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before 
You." 3 "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the 
way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’" 4 John came 
baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins.

Now actually, there are two OT references there, and the 
second one is Isaiah.  The first is,

Mal.3:1  “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare 
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the way before Me.  And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly 
come to his temple.  Even the messenger of the covenant, in 
whom you delight.  Behold, He is coming, says the Lord of hosts.”

So Isaiah was a  witness of Jesus, and so was Malachi.  We 
find this at the very end of Malachi, the very end of the OT,

Mal.4:5  “ Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.  And he will turn 
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the 
children to their fathers.”

And that prophecy is also fulfilled with John the Baptist.
Luke 1:13  “But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, 

Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 "And you 
will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. 15 
"For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink 
neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16 "And he will turn many of 
the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 "He will also go 
before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of 
the fathers to the children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord."

Just three examples, Isaiah, Malachi and Elijah.  And they all 
prove the same thing.  The OT prophets witness of Jesus.  John 
is the final one of those prophets, the final witness.  

But notice something else.  Something obvious, but something 
crucial.  And something denied by the majority of those to whom 
we might give the label “liberal.”  Notice something absolutely 
essential about John, and about all the other OT prophets 
preceding him.  The prophets, ending with John, were sent by 
God.  And it wasn’t a bare sending, as an errand boy.  But rather 

a commissioning.  A sending with authority, the one sent bearing 
the responsibility to speak for the sender. Therefore, when the 
prophets spoke, God was speaking!

v.6

In the OT, God calls the prophets his servants.  For example,
2 Kgs. 17:13  “The LORD warned Israel and Judah through all 

his prophets and seers: “Turn from your evil ways. Observe my 
commands and decrees, in accordance with the entire Law that I 
commanded your fathers to obey and that I delivered to you 
through my servants the prophets.” 

And,
Jer. 7:25  “From the time your forefathers left Egypt until now, 

day after day, again and again I sent you my servants the 
prophets.  26  But they did not listen to me or pay attention. They 
were stiff-necked and did more evil than their forefathers.”

My servants, the prophets!  They were the mouthpieces of 
God.

Deut.18:18 “I will raise up for them a prophet like you from 
among their brethren, and will put my words in his mouth, and he 
shall speak to them all that I command him.”

“I will put my words in his mouth.”  That’s a prophet.  Sent from 
God.  That is a crucial point, because it speaks to the whole issue 
of inspiration.

This man named John wasn’t just a man.  He was a man sent 
by God.  A man commissioned by God to reveal his holy will.   
And that revelation of God had one subject, and ultimately one 
alone.  Jesus Christ.  So John was,

Page �  of �6 7



B. A testimony of Jesus. 
v.7

The light which shines in the darkness.  Just so you don’t miss 
the point, the description of John continues,

v.8

John’s purpose was to prepare the hearts of people that 
through him, through his ministry, through his final preparations, 
they might come to believe in Jesus through him.

What a great ministry!  What a great prophet was this witness 
named John.  And what a great light does he make known, as we 
will look at more closely next week,

v.9  “That was the true Light which gives light to every man 
coming into the world.”

My job this morning is simple.  I’m going to turn on the light.  If 
the gospel is illustrated by a flashlight, I’m going to turn on that 
flashlight.  I’m going to shine the light.

That light is Jesus.  That light is the only source of life, and 
without that light, you remain in darkness, dead in the guilt and 
condemnation of your sins.  So let me shine that light clearly by 
repeated two verses,

John 14:6 Jesus said…“I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

Jesus said,
John 11:25  “I am the resurrection and the life. He who 

believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever 
lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
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