
The Devil
1 Peter 5:8-10

I have observed that many people either take the Devil too 
seriously or they don’t take him seriously enough.  It’s seems very 
hard to get the right balance.  Some people are just terrified of the 
Devil, living in constant fear of what he might do to them at any 
time.  They fear the unknown, they fear his danger, and they fear 
the harm that he could bring to them.  So they are always on 
edge, always insecure, always tense, nervous, uneasy, and even 
panicky.  

On the other hand, some people have no fear of the Devil at 
all.  They live and act as if he were harmless, that he actually 
poses no danger to them at all.  And so they get careless, 
irresponsible, negligent and even reckless.  

The truth is somewhere in between.  There is encouragement, 
which is where I’ll end this sermon this morning.  There is a word 
of encouragement.  There is hope.  But there is also responsibility 
on our part to fight.  To resist.  And thus we need to begin with this 
point,

I. YOU MUST KNOW YOUR ENEMY.
You must know the devil, who is he and what he is like.  You 

must understand his purpose, which is evil–and in his evil to 
cause you harm. 

I have never been in the military, but I know some things very 
clearly about military duty.  The obvious things.  When you are in 
the presence of an enemy, you are always on alert.  When you 
are in a combat zone, you never sleep, that is, your unit.  Your 
platoon.  Your company.  There is always a sentry, always a 
lookout.  With our technology today, that sentry might be 

sophisticated electronic surveillance, but always, always, always, 
there is surveillance.  Your life depends upon it!  Because the 
enemy is never far away.  The threat of an enemy attack is never 
overlooked.  The enemy is always present.  The enemy want to 
kill you.  And ultimately, either you will kill him or he will kill you.  
The stakes couldn’t possibly be any higher.

I had a good friend in high school and college who professed 
to be a Christian.  For awhile he went to church with me, and we 
often talked about the things of the Lord.  But I remember one 
particular conversation with great concern.  It was when we talked 
about the Devil.  My friend didn’t believe in him.  He didn’t believe 
in the Devil.

I don’t remember exactly how I responded or where the 
conversation went from there, but he was determined.  He was 
settled in his own mind.  The Devil didn’t exist.  

I am sure that there are a lot of unbelievers who would agree 
with him, since believing in the Devil seems to imply the 
willingness to believe in God as well, but to the contrary, I expect 
most Christians would freely acknowledge the existence of a 
personal Devil.  In their mind, anyway.  In the theory of their 
religious thinking they would believe in the Devil.  But what about 
in practice?  What about the practical, day-to-day existence of 
life?  Often, there is a practical denial of the Devil, which is to say 
that we regularly live without sufficient awareness of the presence 
and influence of the Devil.  As if he doesn’t exist.

But he does, beloved.  He is a real being, a personal being, a 
fallen angel.  Who lives and exists in the spiritual world.  In fact, 
the Devil rules that world.

Eph. 6:12  “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
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darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places.”

The Devil is the king of those spiritual hosts of wickedness.  
He is the head of those “rulers of the darkness of this age.”  And,

A. He is your adversary.
v.8  “…your adversary the devil.”

Your opponent.  There are legal implications in the word, and 
the idea begins with the context of a lawsuit in court.   He is the 
opposing party.  

This is where we often go wrong, in the actual experiences of 
our lives.  We think in terms of legal proceedings, and w try to 
compromise.  We try to negotiate.  We try to make concessions.  
We try to come up with some sort of truce.  A treaty.  We can live 
together in peace.  We let the Devil have his places, his corners 
of our lives, and he agrees to leave the rest of our lives alone.  
We agree to let the Devil come into certain segments our lives, 
and he agrees to leave us alone, otherwise.  And so we live at 
peace with our arch-enemy.

But that is such a dangerous condition!  I just can’t emphasize 
this too much at the outset.  He is an adversary.  And you must 
always view his presence in your life in that context.  He is your 
arch-enemy.  And if I may make reference to some current 
political pressure points, you have to know your enemy if you are 
going to successfully fight him.  You must identify your adversary.  
Personally.  Call him by name.  If you are going to win a war, then 
you must identify and define your adversary.

Notice how this adversary is identified in verse 8, his personal 
name.  The devil.  The diabolos, the origin of the English word 

diabolical.  It means, the slander.  That’s who the devil is,

B. He is a slanderer.
Even more specifically, the false accuser.   

I have known several people over the years who have been 
the victims of false accusations.  A man sued for a million dollars 
by a woman over a minor traffic accident.  A man accused of 
molesting his daughter.  A man accused of assaulting his wife.  A 
woman sued over an injury at a rental apartment.  I could on an 
on.  All of them false.  But the point is, the devil does that all the 
time.  His name means, “the slanderer.”  The accuser.  And you 
know the Hebrew word as well, the word Satan.

Consider just one example,  
Zechariah 3:1  “Then he showed me Joshua the high priest 

standing before the Angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his 
right hand to oppose him. 2 And the LORD said to Satan, "The 
LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem 
rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?" 3 Now 
Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before 
the Angel. 4 Then He answered and spoke to those who stood 
before Him, saying, "Take away the filthy garments from him." 
And to him He said, "See, I have removed your iniquity from you, 
and I will clothe you with rich robes." 5 And I said, "Let them put a 
clean turban on his head." So they put a clean turban on his 
head, and they put the clothes on him. And the Angel of the 
LORD stood by.”

Satan is the accuser.  And the Lord rebukes Satan, because 
the Lord removes the guilt of our sin.  The Lord removes the 
accusations that are leveled against us.

That’s the gospel.  And it is explained by the words of Paul in,  
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Rom. 8:31  “What then shall we say to these things? If God is 
for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him 
also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against 
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who 
condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, 
who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes 
intercession for us.”

So much for Satan’s accusations.  “Who shall bring a charge 
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who 
condemns?”  Who can make an accusation?  Satan tries.  And he 
will fail, but he will continue to try.   He will lie about you.  He will 
accuse you.  He will slander you.  He will seek to condemn you.  
That is his nature, and that is his goal.

And as Peter makes so vividly clear,

C. He is dangerous.
“He walks about like a roaring lion.”      

Ed Clowney writes in his commentary, “In a vivid image Peter 
warns the church of a deadly danger.  Our image of a roaring lion 
may come from visits to the zoo, or from the zoom lens of a 
television nature series.  Some who received Peter’s letter would 
have a stronger horror.  They had seen human blood dripping 
from the chops of lions in the gory spectacles of a Roman 
amphitheater...Peter’s word for devour means literally to ‘drink 
down,’ picturing the ferocity of a beast of prey.”

Dear ones, when you read these verses, don’t think about a 
lion in a zoo.  Think about a lion whose mouth is dripping with the 
blood of men who very literally had been thrown to the lions.  
Such was the fate of many Christians during the early days of the 

church.  That is the nature of our adversary.  He is seeking to 
devour you!  

When Satan tempts you to sin, when he tempts you to think 
that the sin is not very serious nor very dangerous, then you need 
this reminder,

D. He seeks your destruction.
And he will do it anyway he can.  Perhaps by convincing you 

that a particular sin is actually good.  Perhaps by distracting you 
away from what is actually good.  Perhaps by causing you to feel 
helpless, as if you can’t stop sinning.  Perhaps by making you 
confident that you won’t get caught.  Perhaps by making your 
careless.  Rebellious.  Bitter.  

He attacks you at your weakest point, at your weakest 
moment.  He tempts you with secret desires.  He flaunts those 
temptations before your eyes.  He stimulates the desires.  And he 
confuses you.  He makes you think that some particular 
prohibition is legalistic, or some particular duty oppressive.

In every case, he wants to destroy.

I have to admit to you, there are times I act as if certain sins 
aren’t very dangerous.  I can control them.  I can survive them.  
Maybe I am willing to call them sin, but I am not afraid of them.  I 
don’t really think they will cause me harm.  That’s what Satan 
does.

Maybe he convinces you that lying really isn’t dangerous.  In 
fact, sometimes it is even helpful.  Maybe he convinces you that 
you can indulge your impure thoughts without going too far.  
Maybe he causes you to think that you can engage in private 
sins, sins on the internet, sins in what you watch or look at with 
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your eyes, and not cause yourself any harm.  Maybe he makes 
you think that losing your temper isn’t harmful to your soul, or that 
neglecting to keep the sabbath day holy isn’t a big deal.  

Maybe he causes you to ignore the dangers of slander and 
gossip, so that you don’t think there is anything wrong with 
speaking evil of others.  Maybe he blinds you with a sense of your 
own pride, a sense of your own goodness, a sense of your own 
self-sufficiency.  He convinces you that you don’t need to pray, 
that you don’t need to depend upon him.

Maybe he convinces you that God really isn’t good, that God 
really isn’t relevant to the daily issues and concerns of your own 
life.  Maybe he convinces you that some situation is hopeless and 
that you are, therefore, helpless.  

I don’t know exactly what Satan is doing in your life, but I know 
he is doing something.  And I know that because I know him.  He 
is a dangerous adversary who seeks your very destruction.  You 
ignore him or underestimate his danger at your own peril.  People 
of God, you must know your enemy.  And, 

II. YOU MUST FIGHT YOUR ENEMY.
That’s what this text is all about.  How you are to respond, and 

Peter is very practical and pastoral.  So how do you rightly 
estimate Satan’s influence?  How do you rightly define the your 
appropriate response to such a deadly enemy?

First, verse 8. 

A. Be clear-headed.
Be sober.  

We’ve seen this word before,

1 Peter 4:7  “But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be 
serious and watchful in your prayers.”

1 Peter 1:13  “Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be 
sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be 
brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

Be sober.  Not drunk, but alert.  Awake.  Self-controlled.  
Controlled in your mind.  Sober-minded.  And that’s where the 
battle against Satan is fought first.  In your mind.  In your soul.  
And, therefore, as the next word indicates,

B. Be on guard.
Here the emphasis is upon your vigilance, always alert, 

always watching, giving strict attention to the danger with great 
caution, taking heed lest through your own carelessness some 
destructive calamity suddenly overtake you.  Be vigilant.

Dear friends, I want you to  think very personally about these 
things.  Think about ways in which the Devil tempts you, the ways 
in which he operates in your own life.  Identify those ways in 
which he shows himself to be your adversary and seeks your 
destruction.  Now ask yourself, “How ready are you?”  How alert 
are you?  Is your guard down?  Are you thinking clearly, with self-
control?

Do you remember the color-coded alert system instituted in 
our country after 9-11?  The colors were intended identify the risk 
of a terrorist attack.  I don’t believe that the first two colors were 
ever used, green for a low level of concern and blue for a guarded 
level.  We were more familiar with yellow, orange and red.  
Orange was the normal condition, defined as an elevated level of 
threat.  After 9-11, we finally realized as a country that there was 
always an elevated level of danger.  Then orange, when 
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something happened or was threatened.  A high level of the threat 
of danger.  And then red, a severe threat at hand. 

So, if you were to use that color-coded standard of the danger 
of a terrorist attack by Satan in your life, what would your color 
code be?  Most of us would probably use that middle level, 
“yellow,” some non-specific sense of an elevated threat danger.  
But that really lulls you to sleep, doesn’t it?  So it has to be a code 
red!  That’s what it means to be on guard.  In the spiritual realm, 
there is always “a severe risk of terrorist attacks.” 

Several years ago, my family and I were visiting the White 
House.  We had been given tickets by a secret service agent who 
happened to be a member of a mission church in our presbytery.  
The secret service agents actually conduct the White House 
tours, and they were pleasant and talkative.  Always on guard, to 
be sure, but still very much relaxed in conversation with us.  
Toward the end of our visit, we were suddenly being asked 
politely to complete our tour immediately and exit the building.  As 
we began to exit at the first floor exit ordinarily used for such 
tours, we were told to change our route and exit through the 
basement door.  Things were beginning to get tense.  The secret 
service agents where no longer tour guides.  They were all 
business, and their business was to protect the president of the 
United States.  As we found out later, a small plane pilot had 
inadvertently entered White House protected airspace and was 
not responding to Air Force jets seeking to intercept him.  The 
code alert was raised from yellow to orange.  We saw what that 
change meant in the demeanor of those secret service agents.  
We were no longer tourists in the White House.  We were 
unwelcome guest who were being forced to leave.

But it wasn’t over.  As we were leaving that basement exit of 
the White House, we were ordered by armed secret service 

agents to run.  We left the White House grounds running, several 
hundred peopoe, scrambling to get out just as quickly as we 
possibly could.  And we saw heavily armed soldiers at every 
street corner, fully brandishing their weapons.  Within a minute, 
we observed multiple air force fighter jets overhead, patrolling the 
sky.  The full force of the United States military was descending 
immediately upon the White House.  It was, at the time, the 
highest terrorist alert since 9-11.  

Thankfully, the small plane was successfully intercepted and it 
turned out to be a terribly wayward student pilot.   But we 
understood what a high alert really looked like.  We were running 
away.  We saw code yellow become code orange.  And we saw 
code orange become code red.  

That is a picture of what Peter is describing here.
v.8

When it comes to your adversary, the devil, be on guard!  And,

C. Actively resist him.
Verse 9.  Literally, set yourself up against him.  Take your 

stand against him.  This is hand-to-hand mortal combat.  It is what 
Paul describes in,  

Eph. 6:11  “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore 
take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.”

The enemy is coming against you, day after day after day.  
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Fight him.  Take your stand to resist him, as if your very life 
depends upon it.  Because it does.

So let me ask you a question intended to penetrate into your 
mind and heart.  Are you on guard and actively resisting the 
devil?  Or, are you living and acting as if Satan really didn’t exist?  
As if he really wasn’t a danger.  

Are you actively opposing him and fighting him, or you going 
on with life like most of us in this country do with respect to 
terrorist groups.  We know they are here, hiding somewhere, but 
really, when it comes down to our ordinary lives, we don’t give it 
much thought.

People of God, you must live out your Christian life in this 
context.  You must learn to live with the constant and unceasing 
awareness that you have a personal enemy, and that he wants to 
destroy you, personally.  And you must learn to hate him.  You 
must learn to hate everything about him.  You must learn to wage 
war with him as a mortal enemy.

Peter’s warning is so appropriate.  “Resist him.”  And notice 
how verse 9 continues, “steadfast in the faith.”  So it is, people of 
God, you are to,

D. Preserve the strength of your faith.
That’s how you resist the Devil.  You preserve and you nurture 

and you stimulate the exercise of your faith.  It’s not an emotion, 
but a commitment.  A commitment to trust God.  A commitment to 
stand firm in your willingness to trust God.

And with all of that comes,

III. A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT.

You are not alone.  That doesn’t simply mean that “misery 
loves company,” but rather that,

A. You are not alone nor unique in your suffering.
You are joined together with one another in their fellowship 

and communion of suffering.
v.9

The idea is that there is nothing strange in the temptations that 
Devil brings to you.  As Paul puts it,

1 Cor. 10:13  “No temptation has overtaken you except such 
as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to 
be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will 
also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.”

It is normal.  Satan’s accusations are normal, ordinary.  
Whatever is happening in your life is not some exception that puts 
you in a more difficult or impossible category.  “No temptation has 
overtaken you except such as is common to man.”

Sometimes, when a Christian is tempted and when he sins, he 
thinks that he is the only one who struggles.  And so, either in 
pride or shame, he hides.  Often in despair.  

Beloved, whatever schemes the devil uses against you, 
whatever the opportunity he uses to take advantage of your 
weakness, you are not enduring anything strange, there is 
nothing unique or different about your life.  What you experience, 
your brothers and sisters throughout the world experience as well.

And with, I’ll end with an introduction to next week’s sermon,

B. You always have hope in Christ.
We will look more closely at verse 10 next week, but let me 
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read it today for your great encouragement.
v.10  “But may the God of all grace, who called us to His 

eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, 
perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.”

There is the perspective.  There is the hope.  Your enemy is 
out to kill you.  But there is always hope! 

James 4:7  “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”

1 John 4:4  “...because He who is in you is greater than he 
who is in the world.”

So let me remind you that the terror threat in your life is a code 
red.  Today, it is code read.  Every day is the same.

So as you look to Jesus, as you find your strength and your 
hope in him, listen to his words as he warns you about your 
enemy the devil. 

v.8  “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil 
walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 
Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same 
sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.”
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