
One Another
1 Peter 3:8-9

Finally.  That’s how verse 8 begins.  In the NASB, “to sum up.”  
The Greek word has reference to a conclusion, a completed point 
to be made.  But not just a summary statement to review what 
has gone past, but a new and fresh conclusion that ties together 
all that has gone past. It’s a climax.

So two obvious questions right at the beginning this morning.  
What has gone past, that Peter is summarizing?  And what is the 
distinctive conclusion that he emphasizes?

So first, what has gone past?  Well, Christian living.  
Husbands and wives.  Slaves and masters.  A lot of discussion 
about submission to authority, in several contexts.  But really the 
subject goes back even farther, to Christian living even more 
broadly considered.  Maybe the best reference point is,

1 Peter 2:11  “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, 
abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 12 having 
your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they 
speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works 
which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.”

So we’re talking about the conduct of your life.  The honor of 
your conduct.  How you live.  And today Peter will give us 
something of a concluding summary statement of the Christian 
life.

If I asked the average person to give me a statement to define 
Christian living, I would expect to hear a list of external activities.  
Many of those activities would be good, like reading the Bible 
every day.  Going to church every week.  Maybe even direct 
applications of the ten commandments, so not lying or stealing or 

committing adultery.  That’s the Christian life. 

I might also expect to hear a list of things that really go beyond 
what the Bible says.  So many people, especially an older 
generation, would identify the Christian life as not drinking, 
smoking, dancing or playing cards.  All externals.

Peter’s summary conclusion is very different from all of that.  It 
is all internal.  Matters of the heart.  Matters of the mind, matters 
of the soul.  And this list is just as personal and as practical as it 
could possibly be.  To say nothing of appropriate and timely.

This has been a hard week for the church.  It has been a hard 
week for Pastor Ferry and his family.  It’s been a hard week for 
the Session.  That elephant in the room I mentioned when I first 
preached here six months ago is still the elephant in the room.  
Now, your pastor has offered his resignation, and the 
congregation will be asked to respond in a congregational 
meeting next Sunday.

There is a lot of sadness in that, on many levels.  A lot to pray 
about.  And a lot of different thoughts and perspectives.  So what 
do we do?  How should you respond?  Our text this morning is so 
appropriate.  This climactic, summary statement of the Christian 
life is plain and simple.  And my preaching this morning will be 
plain and simple.

Finally, all of you, to sum up, let me speak from the word of 
God to the issues of your own heart.

v.8-9a

Let me note right here that Peter’s conclusion is not built upon 
any sort of distinctive doctrinal or theological conviction.  Instead, 
Peter’s conclusion focuses on our relationships with one another.  
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So I could preach this sermon in any faithful Baptist church in the 
community.  Or any independent church.  Any Presbyterian 
church.  Any Methodist church.  Any Lutheran church.  Any 
Pentecostal church.  Any non-denominational church.  Any church 
where Christians are to be found, these words are the words that 
need to be stressed.  These matters of the heart are the matters 
that need to be emphasized among God’s people.  And they need 
to be stressed at Covenant Reformed Presbyterian Church.  
Because,

I. RELATIONSHIPS MATTER.
I’m not advocating a carelessness when it comes to doctrinal 

precision and biblical faithfulness.  But I am saying that what 
Peter says here has priority.  What we believe, and how we 
express it is important.  But when Peter comes to his concluding 
summary, his stress is upon personal relationships.  Relationships 
matter.  And look where he begins.  Finally, all of you,

A. Be of one mind.
No, how is that possible?  

I have one solution.  Why don’t you just all agree with me?  
Then we will all be of one mind, won’t we?  If you would just 
agree that everything I say is correct, that everything I want is 
best, then we would achieve this goal.  Right?

That’s leadership for a lot of people, isn’t it?  “Lead, follow, or 
get out of the way.”  My way or the highway.  That’s what Peter is 
talking about, isn't it?  Well, no!  Nothing of the sort.

In fact, what I just described is a terrible abuse of power and 
authority.  It is a domineering and authoritarian brand of 
leadership that has no place in the church of Jesus Christ.

But this does, “Be of one mind.”  The NASB, “Let all be 
harmonious.”

In the Greek, it is just one word, a combination of the word for 
“one” and the word for “mind.”  One mind.  And it is a common 
biblical exhortation.  Let me read a number of verses to give you 
a sense of how important this subject is.

Romans 12:16  “Be of the same mind toward one another. Do 
not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. 
Do not be wise in your own opinion.”

Rom. 15:5  “Now may the God of patience and comfort grant 
you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ 
Jesus, 6 that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Phil. 2:1  “Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any 
comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and 
mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem others better than himself.”

So what if you don’t agree with me?  What if there is a 
difference of opinion?  What if we have to work through those 
differences?  Now, it gets harder to be of one mind.  If we all are 
supposed to agree with everyone else, who is supposed to give in 
when I disagree with you?  Me, or you?  How is such one-
mindedness possible?

The answer, I believe, is not that every one of our opinions or 
convictions has to be the same, but what Peter has in view is the 
attitude of our hearts.  “Be of one mind” is the commitment of your 
heart to humbly maintain a unity built upon the willingness to 

Page �  of �2 6



relate to one another without contentiousness.  Without division.  
And where we might differ, let iron sharpen iron.  And let humility 
rule our relationships.  And graciousness.

Eph. 4:1  “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to 
walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all 
lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one 
another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.”

That’s what it means to be like-minded, “with all lowliness and 
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love.”

So the solution to any differences you might have with others 
in the church is not to leave the church.  The solution is humility, 
lowliness.  The solution is gentleness and longsuffering.  That’s 
where like-mindedness begins.  It begins with the willingness to 
submit to one another, to honor one another.  

So, have you learned to be gentle and longsuffering when you 
approach differences?  That’s the key.  And that is the key for the 
health and life of this church.  Everyone of us.  Every situation.  
Every relationship.  Every person.  Every situation.

Beloved, this is our calling, “all of you be of one mind.”
Then,

B. Be sympathetic.
I wrestled with whether to use the English word sympathy or 

compassion, because they are related.  But the emphasis of the 
Greek word is literally, to suffer with.  To suffer with one another.  
To rejoice with those who rejoice and to weep with those who 
weep.  So we read,

1 Cor. 12:25  “...that there should be no schism in the body, 
but that the members should have the same care for one another. 
26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if 
one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now 
you are the body of Christ, and members individually.”

In the church, in this church, we are part of the body of Christ.  
You are members of the body, you who are members.  And that’s 
why membership is so important, because it defines the 
relationship.  A relationship of sympathetic unity.  In other words, 
we live in each other’s lives.  We are engaged in each other’s 
lives.  Deeply involved, not merely on the surface.  Not merely on 
the periphery, coming together once each week to worship 
together.  No, it has to be much more than that.  And that is a 
great challenge, one that we face just like every other church.  
We are to live in sympathy with one another, “that the members 
should have the same care for one another.”  And again as I read 
from 1 Cor. 12, “...that there should be no schism in the body.”  
No divisions. 

So to ask a good question is, How well are you doing?  How 
well are you doing preventing and avoiding schism or division in 
this body by your willingness to be sympathetic.  Not self-serving.  
Not proud or arrogant.  Not domineering or withdrawn.  

Ed Clowney puts it this way, “The love that binds the body of 
Christ together not only seeks the other’s good, but enters into 
the other’s needs and concerns.”  

So people of God, enter into each other’s needs and 
concerns.  Enter into the needs and concerns of others in this 
very room.  “The love that binds the body of Christ together not 
only seeks the other’s good, but enters into the other’s needs and 
concerns.”  You must be affected with one another’s condition, as 
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if it were your own!  Both the joy and the sorrow.  That’s 
sympathy.  A willingness to feel what others feel, entering into 
their life with them.  Entering into the details of their lives with 
them.  And then,

C. Love as family.
In the text, “Love as brothers.”

Now, the hard part, of course, is sometimes families don’t love 
very well.  Sometime the word dysfunctional is more accurate 
than the word love, but the idea here is the love of being 
connected.  It is the Greek word for Philadelphia, the love of 
brothers.  It is the love that inseparably connects one person to 
another.

What exists within the natural family is to characterize the 
church.  We are a family, and not just any family, but God’s family.  
God’s household.  This isn’t a new idea for Peter.

1 Peter 1:22  “Since you have purified your souls in obeying 
the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love 
one another fervently with a pure heart.”

And, 1 Peter 2:17  “Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear God. Honor the king.”

It is not an idea limited to Peter, either.
Rom. 12:10  “Be kindly affectionate to one another with 

brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another.”

There is a characteristic love that is defined by the family 
relationships of brother and sister.  It’s not a mere formality.  It is 
not a pretense, but rather, we are to be engaged with each other 
as brothers and sisters.

 And in that relationship, to…

D. Be tender-hearted.
That’s a delightful English translation of the original Greek.  

Tender-hearted.  Full of compassion, tender, gentle compassion.

This word addresses the deepest recesses of your heart.  Not 
mere obligation.  Not mere performance of duty.  Not mere 
external appearances.  No.  Much, much deeper.  Literally, the 
word is a reference to the bowels, the internal organ which the 
Greeks identified to illustrate and exemplify the deepest possible 
expression of emotional and personal attachments.  That’s how 
we are to be joined together.

It is not enough for us to maintain an outward appearance of 
unity.  There must be a commitment to one another from the 
innermost recesses of your heart.  A compassionate tenderness.  

For some people, that’s really hard.  They aren’t tender.  They 
are analytical, objective.  They might be distant.  Or cold.  Maybe 
hard-hearted.  But our calling, as we related to one another, is 
anything but that.  And this tender compassion is not optional.  Its 
not just for the women.  Its not just for the extroverts.  It must 
define who you are, who we are as a church!

And it requires you to,

E. Be humble-minded.
Courteous in the New King James.  Humble in spirit in the 

NASB, and that gets at the heart of the matter.  Humble in mind, 
humble in attitude.  Literally, “low-mindedness.”  

And again, let me emphasize, it is a matter of your heart, a 
matter of your soul.
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I read earlier,
Phil. 2:1  “Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any 

comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and 
mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not 
only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”

Brothers and sisters, this is an indispensable attribute of our 
relationships with one another.  “In lowliness of mind let each 
esteem others better than himself.”  That’s a humble-mind.  

And then, in Peter’s list, something to avoid.

F. Avoid vindictiveness.
v.9a  “...not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on 

the contrary blessing.”

An unwillingness to get even.  A commitment to avoid any 
sense of responding to one another in any way implication of 
retaliation.  Someone does something you don’t like or says 
something you don’t agree with, so what do you do?  When was 
the last time that happened?  

You know how the flesh wants you to respond.  You know how 
you are tempted to respond.  But what does the Lord say?  What 
does the Bible say about our interactions with one another?   
“...not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the 
contrary blessing.”

Even toward our enemies, we are supposed to respond with 
blessing.

Mat. 5:43  “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love 

your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 "But I say to you, love 
your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who 
hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute 
you, 45 "that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He 
makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain 
on the just and on the unjust.”

How much more so with regard to your brothers and sisters in 
Christ?  Not just an absence of vindictiveness.  But positively, 
return a blessing, as we read in verse 9.  And even a little more 
explicitly,

1 Thes. 5:15  “See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, 
but always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all.”

That’s what matters!  Our relationships with one another are 
what matter.  That’s the summary.  That’s the conclusion.  Matters 
of the heart. 

Let me at this point step back for a moment and emphasize 
something vitally important.  There is a sense that everything I 
have said thus far could be said without any reference to the 
gospel.  So far, this could be a lesson in civics, or a motivational 
lecture for the Lions Club.  And it is nothing of the sort.  I am 
preaching the gospel, and maybe you haven’t heard the gospel 
yet. 

So let me be clear, what I have just proclaimed, what Peter is 
expounding in his letter, is nothing less than the calling of a 
Christian.  It is nothing less than the working out of the salvation 
that is offered to those believe in Jesus.  This call to address the 
matters of your heart must begin with the work of God unto 
salvation, and Peter’s audience is clear,

1 Peter 1:3  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us 
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again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and 
that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are 
kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.”

That’s where it begins.  This is not a self-help instructional 
manual on how to have successful relationships.  In fact, the 
things I have spent the last half hour describing are absolutely 
impossible for the natural man, for the unbeliever.  The fallen man 
cannot exhibit those things I have just described from our text.  

Indeed, if you are a Christian, you cannot exhibit those things 
if you depend upon your own strength and the power of your own 
will.  It won’t happen, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God.  So my focus today, Peter’s focus in the text, is upon our 
calling as Christians.  And we are called by God to be his 
children.  We are called unto salvation.  Our calling is our 
salvation.

Now, in that context, look again at,
v.9b  “…knowing that you were called to this, that you may 

inherit a blessing.”

It is,
II. THE BLESSING OF OUR CALLING
You who were called to Jesus in your salvation, you have 

been called to work out your salvation with these commitments of 
your heart in your relationships with one another.  You were called 
to this!  You were called to Jesus.  There is salvation in no other 
name, in no other way.  You were called to eternal life, a gift 
offered to you and received by faith alone.  And you were called 
to be of one mind, to be sympathetic, to love as family, to be 
tender-hearted and to be humble-minded.  It is,

A. A Christian calling.
It is the calling of a Christian.  It is a high calling, isn’t it?  And 

it is a blessed one, because in this calling as a Christian, there is 
a promised blessing.  A blessing, however, that you inherit.  Not 
one that you earn, by the performance of your works, because 
even at your best, you will be imperfect.  But a blessing you 
inherit.

v.9b  “…knowing that you were called to this, that you may 
inherit a blessing.”

It is,
B. A Christian blessing.
A blessing only for Christians.  A blessing only for those who 

are called.

But such a blessing it is, to those who trust in Jesus.  
Ultimately, it is the blessing of life, the blessing of eternal life.  But 
as Peter writes, that blessing of eternal life becomes ours even in 
this life.  So let that blessing be your encouragement.  Let it be 
your motivation.

May it be a blessing that we enjoy, together, here in this 
church.  God’s blessing.  The blessing that comes to that body of 
God’s people who takes seriously the calling of Jesus to live 
together this way.

People of God, you who proclaim Jesus to be your Lord, you 
who profess your faith in Him,

v.8  “Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for 
one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, humble-minded; 
9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the 
contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you 
may inherit a blessing.”
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