
A Cornerstone or a Stumbling Block
1 Peter 2:6-8

C.S. Lewis is noted for offering the suggestion that Jesus was 
either a liar, a lunatic, or Lord.  Claiming to God, acting in the 
name of God, Lewis would argue that there really is no alternative 
but those three.  He could be a liar.  Or believing himself to be 
telling the truth, he could simply be insane, a lunatic.  Or he is 
who he said he was, the Lord of heaven and earth, God in the 
flesh.

Liar, lunatic or Lord.  

Peter seems to offer something of a similar idea in our text this 
morning, though with only two options.  And yet Peter is simply 
describing the reality of the circumstance that he observes in 
those first decades of the church after Pentecost.  Like C.S. 
Lewis, note that Peter offers no middle ground.  He offers no 
option to consider Jesus simply a good teacher or some sort of 
helpful religious leader or moral example, without recognizing that 
he is more than that.  Jesus is Lord, the eternal son of God and 
second person of the Trinity, the only Mediator between God and 
man.  Jesus is the cornerstone of the church of God, the chief 
cornerstone upon which the kingdom of God is made evident and 
manifest on earth throughout this age.  

And if you won’t accept that, if you won’t believe that, then 
Jesus becomes a stumbling block.  Those are the alternatives, 
given in the title of my sermon today and in the two main points.  
Jesus is either a cornerstone or a stumbling block.  And 
ultimately, there are only two groups of people who exist today, 
those who consider Jesus a cornerstone upon which to build their 
life and faith, and those who stumble, those who are offended, 
those who reject the very claims that Jesus himself proclaimed. 

Let’s start that second group, those for whom…

I. JESUS IS A STUMBLING BLOCK.
And Peter makes it clear.  Jesus himself is a rock of offense, a 

stumbling block, an offense.
v.8

Now, what’s the point of that emphasis?  Why bring that up to 
the forefront?  Remember the overall context of this book.  Peter 
is writing to encourage Christians in the face of persecution.  He 
is writing to encourage them to consider the struggles of life to be 
the means by which God strengthens and purifies their faith.  And 
so, in that context, the reality is obvious.  People will be offended 
by Jesus.

He is a stone of stumbling, “a stone that causes men to 
stumble.”  Jesus is a stone that is lying on the ground, upon which 
passersby stub their toes and trip.  The traveller strikes his foot 
upon the stone and quite literally, he falls.  It is an obstacle that 
trips men up.

And so he is, isn’t he?  People are offended at the name of 
Jesus.  Even those who would speak freely about God, even 
those who would speak openly about religion and spiritual 
matters.  But Jesus’ name is offensive. 

A rock of offense.  A rock that makes them fall.  Transliterated 
into English, a scandal.  More accurate to the meaning of the 
original, he is offensive.  Jesus is offensive.  For people who want 
to express their religious beliefs, for people who want to present 
themselves as spiritually sensitive, still Jesus’ name is an offense.  
Jesus is a stumbling block.
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The Old Testament context is that of judgment upon the 
nations of Judah and Israel, God’s people.  They shall be judged 
by the invading armies of Assyria.

Is. 8:9  “Be shattered, O you peoples, and be broken in 
pieces! Give ear, all you from far countries. Gird yourselves, but 
be broken in pieces; Gird yourselves, but be broken in pieces. 10 
Take counsel together, but it will come to nothing; Speak the 
word, but it will not stand, For God is with us." 11 For the LORD 
spoke thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that I 
should not walk in the way of this people, saying: 12 "Do not say, 
‘A conspiracy,’ Concerning all that this people call a conspiracy, 
Nor be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled. 13 The LORD of 
hosts, Him you shall hallow; Let Him be your fear, And let Him be 
your dread. 14 He will be as a sanctuary, But a stone of stumbling 
and a rock of offense To both the houses of Israel, As a trap and a 
snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15 And many among them 
shall stumble; They shall fall and be broken, Be snared and 
taken.” 

The question is, Why?  Why is Jesus so offensive?  Surely it is 
not because he lacks appropriate people skills.  Surely it is not 
because he is unnecessarily rude and insensitive, hurting people 
by saying thoughtless and foolish things.  No, we might do all 
those sorts of things, but not Jesus.  So why is he so offensive?  
What is he the stumbling block?  

A simple answer.  Because people love their sin.

It is still true today.  There is no easier way to make people 
upset with you than to identify their sin.  There is no quicker way 
to cause offense than to confront people in their sin, exposing the 
sin and calling for repentance.  But,

A. People are offended by Jesus because they prefer to 
live in disobedience.
v.8b  “They stumble, being disobedient to the word....”

They refuse to believe the Word of God.  They refuse to be 
persuaded that it is true.  They refuse to submit.  They refuse to 
recognize Jesus’ authority as the Word in the flesh.  They prefer, 
they choose, to live in disobedience.  They love their sin and 
refuse to turn from it.  They would not pursue righteousness.  
Look at,

v.7  “Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to 
those who are disobedient, "The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone.”

They rejected him.  In their disobedience.

John 3:19  “And this is the condemnation, that the light has 
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil. 20 "For everyone practicing evil 
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed. 21 "But he who does the truth comes to the 
light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been 
done in God.”

John 7:7  “The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because 
I testify of it that its works are evil.”

That’s why Jesus is so offensive.  People love their sin, and 
cherish the hope of their own self-righteousness.

Rom. 9:30  “What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did 
not pursue righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even 
the righteousness of faith; 31 but Israel, pursuing the law of 
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righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness. 32 
Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the 
works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone. 33 As 
it is written: "Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of 
offense, And whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”

This is a message of judgment.  But look further at the end of 
verse 8.  Notice something quite startling.  They stumble, Peter 
says, because “they also were appointed.”  It is what they were 
destined for.  In other words, God planned it!

B. People are offended by Jesus according to God’s own 
eternal purpose.
God determined it.  God predetermined it.  God predestined it.  

That was his purpose.  And Peter sees fit to include that idea right 
here in this context, not so that we can argue and debate all the 
finer points of predestination with those who disagree, but so that 
we can see so clearly that God ordains all things according to his 
own purpose.  Even the rejection and condemnation of the 
wicked. 

Scripture does teach that.
Prov. 16:4 “The LORD has made all for Himself, Yes, even the 

wicked for the day of doom.”

Though it seems so wrong, so unrighteous.  So unfair.  Just 
consider Pharaoh! 

Rom. 9:14  “What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness 
with God? Certainly not! 15 For He says to Moses, "I will have 
mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion 
on whomever I will have compassion." 16 So then it is not of him 
who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. 17 
For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I have 

raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My 
name may be declared in all the earth." 18 Therefore He has 
mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens. 19 You 
will say to me then, "Why does He still find fault? For who has 
resisted His will?" 20 But indeed, O man, who are you to reply 
against God? Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, 
"Why have you made me like this?" 21 Does not the potter have 
power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for 
honor and another for dishonor? 22 What if God, wanting to show 
His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 
and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the 
vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, 24 
even us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the 
Gentiles?”

So don’t be surprised!  Don’t be unsettled.  Jesus is a 
stumbling block.  Don’t be discouraged or disheartened when 
people are offended by Jesus.  They do so because they love 
their sin, to be sure.  And they do so because God is 
accomplishing his purpose, even in his judgment and 
condemnation upon the wicked.

But to look at the other side of the matter,

II. JESUS IS THE CORNERSTONE OF THE CHURCH.
He is the rock of offense, the stumbling stone.  But verse 7, 

quoting Psalm 118, tells us this,
v.7b  “The stone which the builders rejected Has become the 

chief cornerstone.”

Let me read more of the context from,
Ps. 118:19  “Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go 

through them, And I will praise the LORD. 20 This is the gate of 
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the LORD, Through which the righteous shall enter. 21 I will 
praise You, For You have answered me, And have become my 
salvation. 22 The stone which the builders rejected Has become 
the chief cornerstone. 23 This was the LORD’S doing; It is 
marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the day the LORD has made; 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 25 Save now, I pray, O LORD; O 
LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. 26 Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the LORD! We have blessed you from the house 
of the LORD. 27 God is the LORD, And He has given us light; 
Bind the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar. 28 You are 
my God, and I will praise You; You are my God, I will exalt You. 29 
Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy 
endures forever.”

Jesus is the cornerstone, and it is marvelous in our eyes!  
That why the placement of the cornerstone is so important.

A. The placement of the cornerstone.
It is elect, chosen by God according to the counsel of his own 

eternal purpose.  This was God’s plan, for eternity, from the 
foundation of the world.  God places the cornerstone himself.  He 
chooses it, and makes it known “in the fullness of time.”  At the 
appointed time.  In accordance with his own plan, the chief 
cornerstone of the church is laid by God.

That is the place Jesus occupies in the church, the place of 
exaltation, chosen by God.  Paul speaks of that exaltation with 
reference to the exceeding greatness of God’s power in...

Eph. 1:20  “...which He worked in Christ when He raised Him 
from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly 
places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but 
also in that which is to come. 22 And He put all things under His 

feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 
which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.”

So all things are under his feet.  He is the exalted head.  He 
provides that headship.  He provides that leadership.  And he 
gives honor to the church, by his own presence.  That is,

B. The function of a cornerstone.
To give honor to the whole building.

The word “precious” in verse 6 and 7 comes from the Greek 
word for honor, and so, therefore, this cornerstone is precious – 
honored, above all.  It is precious.  Literally, worthy of honor.  
Even worthy to be worshiped.  It is honor given to the king, to the 
conquering general.  The triumphant victor in the great battle.  
And that is Jesus.  Precious because he is to be worshiped in all 
his glory.

So what is the church built upon this cornerstone?  She is also 
called “the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”  And so 
she is glorious, we are glorious, because we are adorned as a 
bride for our husband, Jesus.

This is an amazing thought, a delightful perspective, because 
it puts all of our obvious and evident shortcomings into the proper 
context.  In ourselves, we aren’t very beautiful.  Our weaknesses 
might be obvious, seeing our blemishes is unavoidable.  But this 
is our glory, this is our honor, that Jesus is the chief cornerstone.  
This church is built upon that stone, and we are, therefore, 
glorious, honorable above measure.  

Because He is to be honored.  He is, after all, the head of the 
church.  He is the chief cornerstone, the capstone.  The stone 
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that determines the course of the whole foundation, and therefore 
gives structure and definition to the whole building, the whole 
church.

Again, though, that word precious.  To what effect?  That really 
is the question.

C. The effect of a cornerstone.
Honor to the building–yes.  But more.  Honor to those who will 

believe. 

Or, should I say, honor to those who become the building, 
those who, by faith, are being built up as living stones into this 
living temple.

v.6b  “And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to 
shame." 7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious.”

And so the effect of the cornerstone is to bestow honor upon 
those who believe.  And it is nothing less than the honor of 
salvation.  “He who believes on Him will by no means be put to 
shame.”  No shame.  No dishonor.  No judgment.  No 
condemnation.

“To you who believe, He is precious.”  There is a flip side of 
that, however,

v.7b  “...but to those who are disobedient, "The stone which 
the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone.”

Note how that is directed toward unbelievers, the disobedient.  
They join those who reject Jesus, and for them, there will be great 
shame on the day of judgment.  For unbelievers, for the 
disobedient, for those who reject the offer of the gospel that is in 

Jesus, He will still become the chief cornerstone in the triumphant 
kingdom of God.  And in that triumph he shall judge the wicked.  
Unto eternal and everlasting condemnation in hell.  

And so the effect of the cornerstone is to call you to 
repentance, to call you to faith.  Jesus is to be the cornerstone of 
your faith, the foundation upon which you determine what to 
believe.  And I am to preach Jesus to you.

1 Cor. 2:2  “For I determined not to know anything among you 
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”

So I preach Jesus to you.  Jesus as the way, the truth and the 
life.

John 14:6   “No one comes to the Father except through 
[Him].”

1 John 5:11  “And this is the testimony: that God has given us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has 
life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”

That is the importance of the chief cornerstone.  It is an all-or-
nothing proposition, isn’t it?  And if you refuse to believe, if you 
refuse to obey the gospel, then the stumbling block really is 
Jesus!

But if you will believe, then take your place in this living 
temple, this spiritual house we call the church.  Here, together, 
here is your glory.  Here, assembled together, is your honor.  Here 
is your success, your identity.  Here is your life.  Together, we are 
a holy temple in the Lord.  Together, here, today, assembled for 
worship, gathered together in order to offer our spiritual sacrifices, 
we are the dwelling place of God.
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You may not feel anything.  You might not know the ecstasy or 
the emotion.  You might not recognize what exactly is going on.  
You might be bored and ready to go home.  But this is my call this 
morning, to recognize just how profound an experience it is to be 
part of a house built upon the chief cornerstone of Jesus Christ.  
And to respond rightly.

Ps. 118:22  “The stone which the builders rejected Has 
become the chief cornerstone. 23 This was the LORD’S doing; It 
is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the day the LORD has made; 
We will rejoice and be glad in it.”
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