
Holiness and Redemption
1 Peter 1:17-21

When it comes right down to it, the Bible teaches two things.  
Just two things.  If I asked it in the form of the catechism, the 
question would be, “What do the Scriptures principally teach?”  
And the answer?  Some of you know it by heart.  “The Scriptures 
principally teach what man is to believe concerning God and what 
duty God requires of man.”

Or to make it even simpler, faith and life.  That’s what the Bible 
teaches.  What you should believe.  And how you should live.  
And the two go together, don’t they.  

So what should you believe?  Ultimately, that has reference to 
salvation.  What must you believe to be saved?  And the simplest 
answer is to `believe on the name of Jesus.  You must believe in 
Jesus in order to be saved.  And if I had to choose one word to 
define what it means to be saved, I would choose the word 
redemption.  And that’s part of our focus this morning.  
Redemption.  Or, salvation.

But then there is your life, how you live your life.  Your 
behavior, your conduct.  And last week we identified the one chief 
description of our conduct–holiness.  So faith and life, holiness 
and redemption.  What you believe and how you live.  The two 
things that the Bible teaches.

Let me remind you about something I have said several times 
about this letter from Peter.  Peter goes back and forth between 
those two subjects, faith and life, holiness and redemption.  Paul’s 
style is a little different, because he generally divides his books in 
half, emphasizing faith in the first half and life in the second half.  
He defines and presents the gospel in the first half of a book and 

then makes all his applications to life in the second half.  Peter 
just goes back and forth, back and forth.

So we studied this first chapter, verses 1-12, with an emphasis 
upon our salvation.  I took seven sermons to accomplish that, 
ending with the marvelous description of the truths of the gospel 
in verse 12, as “things which angels desire to look into.”  Such a 
marvelous and edifying declaration of our living hope, our 
imperishable inheritance, the salvation of our souls.

And then the last two weeks a shift to application, beginning 
with verse 13, answering the question, “How then shall we live?”  
We studied the specific application last week, the focal point of all 
the applications given to us in Scripture, “Be holy because I am 
holy.”  “Be holy in all your conduct.”  That’s our calling as 
Christians.  That’s how we are to live.

This morning, I want to combine those two things, faith and 
life, holiness and redemption.  In a sense, summarizing not just 
the last nine sermons I have preached, but the whole book of 1 
Peter.  In an even broader sense, summarizing the whole of the 
Bible, everything that the Bible teaches.  What we are to believe, 
and how we are to live.  Our faith, especially in terms of 
redemption or salvation.  And the conduct of our lives, holiness.

Let’s begin with holiness.  The application.  The duty which 
God requires of us.  How, then, shall we live?  So holiness refers 
to,

I. THE CONDUCT OF YOUR LIFE.
Let me review,
v.15  “…but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in 

all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”
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Let me remind you of the definition of holiness.
1 Thes. 4:1 Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the 

Lord Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as you 
received from us how you ought to walk and to please God; 2 for 
you know what commandments we gave you through the Lord 
Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification.”

And remember, sanctification means holiness.  Same word.  It 
means to be set apart, to be different.  Different from the world.  
And specifically, that difference is in obedience to God’s 
commandments.  That’s how you please God.  That’s how you 
honor God, how you glorify God.  By obeying his commandments!

And Paul is clear about it, “This is the will of God.”  You know 
the commandments.  It is the will of God that you obey them.  He 
gives an obvious example from the seventh commandment,

1 Thes. 4:3  “…that you should abstain from sexual 
immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess his 
own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in passion of lust, 
like the Gentiles who do not know God.”

Beloved, this is the will of God, that you abstain from sexual 
immorality.  To be a little more specific, but still not unnecessarily 
graphic, that means you exercise self-control over your body.  You 
don’t live according to the passion of lust, like unbelievers you.  
You live according to the fruit of the holy spirit, the fruit of self-
control.  You control your body, in holiness and honor.  You are 
not an animal in heat.  You are a human being created in the 
image of God!

Beloved, such holiness is a call to honor.  It is a call to please 
God.  And in our text this morning there are four things I will 
identify in that context, with respect to holiness.  Peter mentions 
four things that all help to define what this holiness is all about.  

Perhaps even more importantly, four things that serve as a proper 
motivation for you to be successful in your pursuit of holiness.  
And the first is,

A. The fear of God.
v.17

You might wonder about that, wondering if you should fear 
God.  And the answer is yes.  Not the fear of condemnation.  Not 
the fear of rejection, or even the fear of dread terror.  But the fear 
of honor.  The fear of reverence and respect. 

We don’t talk a lot about the fear of God today, but the Bible 
does.  And the fear of God is nothing less than the desire to honor 
God, to please God, to obey God.  Thus the connection with 
holiness.  And the fear of God, rightly understood, is directly 
connected with the love of God.  Just consider,

Deut. 6:1 “Now this is the commandment, and these are the 
statutes and judgments which the Lord your God has commanded 
to teach you, that you may observe them in the land which you 
are crossing over to possess, 2 that you may fear the Lord your 
God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I 
command you, you and your son and your grandson, all the days 
of your life, and that your days may be prolonged. 3 Therefore 
hear, O Israel, and be careful to observe it, that it may be well 
with you, and that you may multiply greatly as the Lord God of 
your fathers has promised you—‘a land flowing with milk and 
honey. ’ 4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! 5 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your strength.”

So this idea of fear as reverence for God is the call to love the 
Lord your God with all your heart.  

Deut. 10:12 “And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God 
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require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his 
ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul, 13 and to keep the commandments and 
statutes of the Lord, which I am commanding you today for your 
good.”

Indeed,
Prov. 1:7  “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” 

And it is not just an OT concept.
2 Cor. 7:1  “Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us 

cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”

One of the reasons there is so little holiness today, even 
among Christians, is because is so little emphasis upon the fear 
of God.  But Peter emphasizes it, “conduct yourselves throughout 
the time of your stay here in fear.”

That verse identifies the second point regarding the pursuit of 
holiness, as well, naming,

B. Living as a pilgrim.
A sojourner.  A temporary resident.  An alien.

We focused on that in,
v.1  “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the 

Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.”

We are all pilgrims in this foreign land we call the earth.  We 
are all temporary residents, passing through for a time.  In other 
words, there is more to life than the 70 or 80 years you might live 
upon this earth in the flesh.  There is more to life than merely the 
pursuit of happiness and pleasure.  There is God, whom we are 

to honor with fear.  And there is the eternal inheritance, that 
makes everything in this world to be only temporary.  So in your 
pursuit of holiness, live as a pilgrim.

1 Peter 2:11  “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, 
abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul.”

Do you see the connection?  If you are struggling with sin, this 
is a thought process you have to focus your mind upon.  You are 
sojourners and pilgrims.  So don’t get attached to the pleasures of 
this world.  You are temporary residents here, so don’t indulge all 
your fleshly lusts because they will bring you into this world all the 
more.  And this world is not your home.  And as you make your 
pilgrimage to the eternal city of your permanent home, you will 
encounter a war here.  A war against your soul.  And you will not 
succeed in fighting that war unless you fully recognize your 
temporary status.

v.17b  “…conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay 
here in fear.”

Now go back to the beginning of,
v.17  “And if you call on the Father, who without partiality 

judges according to each one's work.”

Notice the reference to the judgment of God.  That is an 
important key to understanding holiness.

C. Recognizing the impartial judgment of God.
There is a judgment for Christians.  Not a judgment in which 

our salvation is in peril, not a judgment whether you will go to 
heaven or hell, for that judgment has been made in our 
justification.  Those whom God justifies, he glorifies.  But still 
there is a judgment of works.  Just consider,

2 Cor. 5:10  “For we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, 
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according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”

And Paul uses that idea for positive motivation, writing in the 
previous verse,

2 Cor. 5:9  “Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or 
absent, to be well pleasing to Him.”

Likewise,
1 Cor. 3:11  “For no other foundation can anyone lay than that 

which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on 
this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw, 13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will 
declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test 
each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he 
has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s 
work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, 
yet so as through fire.”

Also, Rom. 14:10  “But why do you judge your brother? Or 
why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all 
stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”

So there shall be a judgment according to works.  If you are a 
Christian, your eternal destiny is not in question.  There will be no 
uncertainty and we can have a confidence on that day of 
judgment, but a day of judgment it will be.

And God is impartial.  He is not grading on a curve.  He is 
rewarding us in proportion to our good works.  Now, let me 
emphasize that reference to a “Father” in verse 17, for it is our 
Father who exercises this judgment.  Our adoption, our sonship, 
is not in doubt.  But, by faith in Jesus, we call on a Father who will 
judge the living and the dead.  And that judgment will be 
objective.  Impartial.  Without prejudice.

There is a God with whom we will have to do.  There will be a 
day of reckoning, a day of accountability.  And that realization 
should affect the way in which you conduct your life, as Peter 
writes at the end of verse 17, in fear.  In reverence.  In honor.  In 
recognition of God’s glory exercised in his sovereign and impartial 
judgment.

For unbelievers, that ought to be terrifying.  
Heb. 9:27  “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but 

after this the judgment.”

For unbelievers, it will be the judgment of condemnation, the 
judgment of hell.  And for believers, while that eternal destiny is 
not at stake nor in doubt, it is a judgment of accountability.  It is 
the day such as the day when the PhD student defends his 
doctoral thesis before all the university faculty.  It is the day when 
the music student performs his senior recital.  It is the day when 
the physician takes his final board examinations.  Or when the 
ministerial candidate is licensed to preach.  Or when you 
teenagers take your driving test, or you students take your final 
exams.  A day of accountability.  A day in which your efforts are 
evaluated, and if praiseworthy, they are rewarded.

Again, the judge is our Father who loves us, but don’t miss 
this point, “we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
that each one may receive the things done in the body, according 
to what he has done, whether good or bad.”

All of that as an incentive to holiness.  With one further 
reference in verse 18 to,

D. Turning away from the empty meaninglessness of the 
life of an unbeliever.
v.18  
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Aimless conduct.  Empty meaninglessness.  That’s the life of 
sin, and though it might attract you outwardly, Peter is telling you 
what that ungodly life is really all about.

Let me use an example, and I don’t say this to appear self-
righteous, because I struggle with plenty of sin.  But I have never 
struggled with drunkenness because I understand the foolishness 
of it.  I really hate being sick to my stomach, and thankfully, there 
have only been a very few occasions when I have had to endure 
nausea.  I really hate it.  And I really hate having a headache.  
Again, that’s something the Lord has basically spared me from.  
I’m thankful, and I don’t take that for granted.  But why would I 
want to do something that will cause me to be sick to my stomach 
tonight and wake up with a terrible headache tomorrow?  

That’s what Peter means when he identifies the empty 
meaninglessness of the life of an unbeliever.  And we need to 
look at all sin in that way!

So that’s holiness, the call to holiness.  The conduct of your 
life.  And as Peter writes to us, that call to holiness is directly 
connected and completely intertwined with the declaration of our 
redemption.  So if holiness refers to the conduct of your life, then 
the main point about redemption is the awareness that,

II. OUR HOPE IS IN GOD.
So holiness refers to how you live.  And redemption refers to 

how you are saved.  And they are two completely different things.  
Because now, talking about how you are saved, there is no 
reference to your obedience.  Here, with reference to redemption, 
there is no mention of your works or even anything that you do or 
perform in your life.  Instead it’s all about what God has done.

So let me stress again the unity of the law and the gospel, the 

unity of holiness and redemption, the unity of life and faith, how 
you live and what you believe.  They are not in conflict.  As Peter 
calls us to holiness in life, he declares to us the great promise of 
the gospel.  Specifically, how that redemption was accomplished.  
The cost.  And beloved,

A. The cost of your redemption was the precious blood of 
Jesus.

v.18-19

How sweet the sound of those words.  It wasn’t gold or silver 
that bought you.  The price paid for your salvation was not 
counted in terms of anything that has value in this world.  Gold 
and silver couldn’t possibly purchase your soul.  Something else 
had to be paid.  In order to satisfy the justice of God, in order to 
pay the penalty our sins have earned, there had to be the 
shedding of blood.

And the shedding of blood represents death.  There had to be 
death.  The wages of sin is death.  The curse of the covenant is 
death, as God had so clearly proclaimed to Adam and Eve before 
the fall,

Gen. 2:16  “And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, 
“Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 
that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

It is the blood of the covenant, the blood that represents death 
as the curse of the covenant.  That’s why the sacrifices were 
prescribed in the OT.  This principle is so clearly demonstrated,

Lev. 19:11  “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have 
given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; 
for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.”
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So we read in,  
Heb. 9:22  “And according to the law almost all things are 

purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no 
remission.”

Let me finish reading that chapter,
Heb. 9:23  “Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the 

things in the heavens should be purified with these, but the 
heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 
For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, 
which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear 
in the presence of God for us; 25 not that He should offer Himself 
often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year 
with blood of another— 26 He then would have had to suffer often 
since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the 
ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself. 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after 
this the judgment, 28 so Christ was offered once to bear the sins 
of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a 
second time, apart from sin, for salvation.”

Jesus “has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself.”  By the shedding of his own blood, blood which he 
called, “the blood of the new covenant.”

Dear friends, I want you to get this, to understand this.  I want 
you to understand this connection between holiness and 
redemption.  The Bible calls you to be holy.  But that exhortation 
comes to you who must also know that you have been redeemed 
“with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot.”

You are redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus.  That is the 
central promise of the gospel.  And that promise is the basis upon 

which you are called to holiness.  You are called to please God, to 
honor God, because he redeemed you, he bought you with 
something more precious than gold or silver.  He bought you with 
the precious blood of his own beloved son, the blood of Jesus.  It 
was the perfect sacrifice, an unblemished lamb without spot.

I want you to think about that.  I want you to meditate upon 
that.  I want this thought to sink into your mind without any other 
distractions.  I want you to feel it.  To experience it in your soul.  If 
you believe in Jesus, then you have been redeemed by the 
precious blood of the lamb.  Jesus shed his blood to purchase 
your soul, to cleanse your soul.  And it was a perfect sacrifice, 
completed and finished once for all.  Nothing else has to be done.  
Nothing else has to be accomplished.  No other work has to be 
performed.  No matter what the sin.  No matter what the guilt.  
Jesus paid it all.

And when you take the Lord’s supper in a few moments, that’s 
what you will proclaim, the Lord’s death.  Jesus’ death as the 
sacrifice for your sin.  That was the cost.

Now, as you think about those things, give thanks in your soul 
to God.  And as you think about that precious blood of Jesus by 
which you are redeemed, then hear your Father say to you, “Be 
holy, for I am holy.”  Be holy in the conduct of your life, because 
God has redeemed you with the precious blood of Jesus.

And then let’s go one step deeper, and identify God’s own 
motive, which is nothing less than his love.

B. The ground of your redemption was the eternal love of 
God the Father.
Why did he do it?  Because he loved you.  Let me declare that 

to you just as clearly as I possibly can.  Why did God send 
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Jesus?  Why did Jesus pour out his own blood?  Because of it 
was God’s will and purpose from before the foundation of the 
world.

v.20

And God’s foreknowledge is never separated from his love 
and his grace.

Eph. 1:4  “He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in 
love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ 
to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the 
praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in 
the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.”

Why did God do it?  Because he loved you.  He did it.  He 
saved you.  And therefore,

C. The hope of your redemption is in the power of God.
Not in your power to be holy!  Not in your power to do 

anything.  Your hope is in God.  The hope of eternal life is in the 
power of God alone.

v.21

God’s power is amazing, isn’t it?  He raised Jesus from the 
dead!  None of us have that power.  Jesus conquered death.  
Jesus destroyed the power of death, through the resurrection.  
And he promises to us who believe in Jesus that same 
resurrection, we too shall be raised from the dead.

So don’t ever forget, “your faith and hope are in God.”  

And don’t ever forget that the God who redeems you is holy.  
So “be holy in all your conduct.”  

Where you fail, when you fail, confess your sins with a broken 
heart.  And cling to Jesus, whose blood cleanses you of all your 
sin.  With the awareness of that cleansing, pursue holiness as the 
way in which you please God and love him with all your heart.  
Always knowing that you have been redeemed “with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”
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