
Peace
Leviticus 3:1-17, 7:11-21

“How can man come to have peace with God?”  That is the 
ultimate question.  For all men, in all time.  It is the most 
fundamental question inherent in the common humanity of all 
men.  And the question is much more precisely framed with these 
words of qualification added, “How can a sinful man come to have 
peace with a holy God?”

Now, some, of course would answer that question by denying 
the reality of those words which I added.  They deny that God is 
holy, or at least not so perfectly holy that his holiness would be 
offended by the presence of those less perfect or less holy.  Or 
they deny that man is sinful.

That’s the gospel of liberalism.  Man is basically good, and he 
obtains peace with God by being and doing good.

The question I have for those who would believe such a thing 
is simple.  But philosophically devastating.  “How much good is 
good enough?”  “If you obtain peace with God through your own 
exercises of goodness, then how much goodness do you need to 
exercise?”

That question brings out the curse of the law, doesn’t it?  For if 
goodness, measured by your obedience to the law, would bring 
about acceptance with God, then you would have to obey the law 
perfectly, since God is perfect.  

James makes it perfectly clear.
James 2:10  “For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet 

stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.”

So how is it that a man finds peace with God?  

Many people today search for that peace as if it were a merely 
subjective experience brought about by the proper stimuli and 
environment.  In other words, peace with God is a feeling, and the 
way to get it is to stir up the emotions.  And we talk of peace with 
God that way.  As something we feel.  Or its absence also as 
something we feel, or don’t feel.

That’s nonsense, all of it. And so we are still left with that 
burning question laid upon our soul by virtue of the fact that we 
are created in God’s image.  How can I have peace with my 
creator?  Particularly since I am conscious of the reality of my 
own sin.  

In the system of religious worship found in the Old Covenant, 
it was the peace offering which symbolized and represented the 
answer to that most basic question.  And this afternoon we come 
to the third of the five major types of sacrifices offered to God in 
worship, prescribed by the book of Leviticus.

I hope you can remember the last two sacrifices.  Not 
necessarily which animals were used in which way, but how those 
sacrifices were to be understood by the true worshipper.  And how 
those sacrifices represent the sacrifices of worship we offer in this 
new covenant age.

Remember first the burnt offering, unique among the sacrifices 
in that the whole animal was burned.  It was all for God.  Thus, it 
was an offering of devotion and consecration, a testimony of the 
worshipper’s full and complete consecration.  His whole life, 
represented by that animal, was laid upon the altar in sacrifice to 
God.
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This sacrifice was the way in which the worshipper found 
acceptance before God.  By placing his hand upon the head of 
the animal, he placed his own sins upon the sacrifice, and with 
that sweet smelling aroma of the burning, the holiness of God 
was satisfied.  With the shedding of blood, there is forgiveness of 
sins.  

I hope you remember how that sacrifice represents the 
sacrifice of our whole life as a living sacrifice to God, as well as 
how Jesus himself was the perfect burnt offering.  The point is, it 
was with blood, with the shedding of blood.  Blood that brought 
about reconciliation, reconciliation made necessary by the reality 
of alienation.  The alienation which was brought about by our sin.

And so it is, as a universal principle of worship, Old and New 
Covenants,

I.A WORSHIPPER MUST FIRST OBTAIN PEACE WITH 
GOD.
As we studied last time, the second offering, the grain offering, 

can’t be offered without the burnt offering first.  For there was no 
blood in the grain offering, just flour, anointed with oil and made 
fragrant with frankincense.  That was an offering of thanksgiving.  
It was an offering of consecration made in gratitude for all the 
blessings bestowed upon us by God.

So first, before the grain offering, that alienation from God had 
to be resolved.  Worship is the giving to God of our sacrifices, but 
for any of those sacrifices to be found acceptable to God, there is,

A.  The need for reconciliation.
So again my question.  The most fundamental question a man 

could ever ask, or answer.  How can I be made right with God.

How can I be reconiled with God?  Please turn with me to,
Rom. 5:1  “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

How can I be reconciled to God?  Paul gives us the doctrine of 
justification.  We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, because of God’s act of justification.  God the judge 
declares in his great and heavenly courtroom, that we are found 
not-guilty.  He declares that in the eyes of the law, we are set from 
the curse and condemnation prescribed for law-breakers.  There 
is no offense of the law held against us.

And upon what ground do we gain such a favorable sentence 
from the judge?  “Having been justified by faith.”

We are, indeed, everyone, guilty sinners.  “For all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God.”   “There is none righteous, no, 
not one;  There is none who understands; There is none who 
seeks after God.  They have all turned aside; They have together 
become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.”

And God is a holy and righteous God.  Who lives in a high and 
holy place.  We have offended him.  By nature, we are cut off 
from him.  By nature, we are children of his wrath.  We need to be 
reconciled.  And there is only one way to obtain it.  Only one way 
to become an acceptable worshipper.  

To be justified.   “Justification is an act of God’s free grace, 
wherein he pardons all our sins, and accepts us as righteous in 
his sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and 
received by faith alone.”

Therefore the preaching of the gospel is the preaching of 
reconciliation.  Specifically, the restoration of the relationship 
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between God and man that was severed in the Garden of Eden 
by sin. A summary of that gospel message is found in,

2 Cor. 5:18  “Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us 
to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has 
committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through 
us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. 21 
For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.”

All of that lays the foundation for the peace offering of 
Leviticus 3.  Reconciliation comes before any acceptable 
sacrifices of worship.  By faith, we receive the reconciliation.  

In terms of method of preaching, I’m actually going about this 
sermon in the opposite direction from the last two.  With the burnt 
offering and then the grain offering, I ended with Christ, having 
first gone through all the details of the text, and today I’m 
reversing that order.  I chose to begin with the explanation of the 
New Covenant reality, and then head back into the specifics of 
the offering. 

So it is that the peace offering is given by the worshipper as a 
representation of his reconciliation with God.  There is blood shed 
in this offering, and the blood is shed “at the door of the 
tabernacle of meeting.”  In other words, as the worshipper 
approaches God, as soon as he comes into his presence in his 
house, there is the shedding of blood representing the way of 
reconciliation.

Then, and only then, do the remaining details of the peace 

offering make sense.
v.1-2

Let me ask you a question that I hope is obvious to you.  It 
gets at the basic significance of this particular sacrifice.  The 
question is this, what does the awareness of this reconciliation 
with God produce in you?  Knowing that you are reconciled to 
God, knowing that you have peace with God through faith in 
Jesus Christ, knowing that you have been justified by faith, how 
do you respond?  How do you feel, if I may use that word 
carefully and appropriately?  What is the effect that this doctrine 
has upon your soul?

Go back to,
Rom. 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom 
also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”

You rejoice, don’t you?  That’s the appropriate attitude of 
worship.  It is,

B.  The joy of a thankful heart.
You rejoice before God because you are thankful to God!  

That’s what worship is all about.  As Paul concludes that 
paragraph,

Rom. 5:11  “And not only that, but we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received the reconciliation.”

That is what we are doing here this evening.  We are offering 
our sacrifice of thanksgiving with grateful hearts, because we 
have peace with God.
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So it is that this peace offering is a sacrifice of thanksgiving!
Lev. 7:11-13

Let me read an example of such a thank offering.  For 
example,

Ps. 116:12  “What shall I render to the LORD For all His 
benefits toward me? 13 I will take up the cup of salvation, And call 
upon the name of the LORD. 14 I will pay my vows to the LORD 
Now in the presence of all His people. 15 Precious in the sight of 
the LORD Is the death of His saints. 16 O LORD, truly I am Your 
servant; I am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant; You 
have loosed my bonds. 17 I will offer to You the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, And will call upon the name of the LORD. 18 I will 
pay my vows to the LORD Now in the presence of all His people, 
19 In the courts of the LORD’S house, In the midst of you, O 
Jerusalem. Praise the LORD!”

We worship God in grateful response to his work of salvation 
in us!  “I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving.”  The paying 
of vows, in that verse, also has reference to this peace offering, 
for peace offerings are really listed under three headings, thank 
offerings, payment of vows, and free will offerings, made clear in 
chapter 7.  Verse 12 mentions the thank offering, and verse 16 
the vow or voluntary offering.    

Another example is found in,
Ps. 107:19  “Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, 

And He saved them out of their distresses. 20 He sent His word 
and healed them, And delivered them from their destructions. 21 
Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, 
And for His wonderful works to the children of men! 22 Let them 
sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, And declare His works 
with rejoicing.”

In  the New Covenant, we read simply,
Heb. 13:15  “Therefore by Him let us continually offer the 

sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks 
to His name.”

That’s what worship is all about.  And such joy and gratitude 
brings something else.  Deep, deep fellowship.  Fellowship 
restored between God and man.  Communion.  So it is that,  

II. PEACE WITH GOD PRODUCES COMMUNION WITH 
GOD.  
That aspect of communion is so evident and obvious with this 

peace offering.  Here is what distinguishes this offering from the 
others.  The peace offering represents the reconciliation between 
God and man in one very significant, and unique way.  Everyone 
takes part in eating the sacrifice.  The offer does.  So does the 
priest.  And so does God himself.  

In this offering the fat alone was burnt; only a small part was 
allotted to the priests while the rest was granted to the offerer and 
his friends, thus forming a sacred feast of which the Lord, His 
priests, and people took part in together.  What a beautiful picture 
it is.  God, offerer, and priest all feeding upon the same offering 
and finding joy and satisfaction in it.

That is true fellowship, a communion pictured before us with 
this sacrifice, the peace offering.  It could rightly be called a 
fellowship offering.  

Let’s look first at the one bringing the offering.

A. The worshipper enjoys the sacrifice.
Notice in verse 11, instead of reading the reference to a sweet 

aroma before God, we read, “and the priest shall burn them on 
the altar as food, an offering made by fire to the LORD.”
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Food, which is left for the offerer!  God is now observed as a 
Father feasting his prodigal children who have returned home, or 
as a friend entertaining guests.  The one offering the sacrifice was 
himself given a satisfying participation which he did not enjoy in 
the burnt offering or grain offering.

But we also see that,

B. God enjoys the sacrifice.
Notice what part God received.  The richest, the most to be 

desired.  The portions closest to the heart, those found deep 
within the animal. 

v.3-5

Specifically, those areas are the fat.  And don’t let your worries 
about cholestoral destroy the image here.  This was written in the 
days before fat was judged to be so bad for you.  Here, the fat is 
the best part.  It was the fat that was enjoyed by God.

That is even clearer in,
v.14-17
Notice especially verse 16, “all the fat is the LORD’S.”

We see that also in,
Lev. 7:23 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘You shall 

not eat any fat, of ox or sheep or goat. 24 ‘And the fat of an 
animal that dies naturally, and the fat of what is torn by wild 
beasts, may be used in any other way; but you shall by no means 
eat it. 25 ‘For whoever eats the fat of the animal of which men 
offer an offering made by fire to the LORD, the person who eats it 
shall be cut off from his people.”

There are other references to the offering of fat, as the best 
part of the offering, such as,

Ps. 63:5  “My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and 
fatness, And my mouth shall praise You with joyful lips.”

Perhaps the Psalmist is referring specifically to this offering.  

So God in heaven feeds himself upon the food offered in 
worship by his people!  And those worshippers eat of it as well, 
along with the portion for the priest.  That’s the significance of the 
peace offering.  Communion with God, eating this offering 
together.

In that sense, the altar of sacrifice is then called a table.  The 
table of the Lord, or the Lord’s table.  The picture is of God and 
his people sitting together as one at the banquet table.  Feasting 
together.  So fully has reconciliation been accomplished!  So 
completely is fellowship restored.

“And so these were called peace-offerings, because in them 
God and his people did, as it were, feast together, in token of 
friendship. The priest, who was ordained for men in things 
pertaining to God, gave part of this peace-offering to 
God, ...burning it upon God's altar; part he gave to the offerer, to 
be eaten by him with his family and friends; and part he took to 
himself, as the days-man that laid his hand upon them both. They 
could not thus eat together unless they were agreed; so that it 
was a symbol of friendship and fellowship between God and man, 
and a confirmation of the covenant of peace.”

I hope you immediately see the New Covenant fulfillment of 
this fellowship.  This communion.  For the Lord’s table of the Old 
Testament, which as the altar of sacrifice, has become the table 
of the Lord’s Supper.  It is still called the Lord’s table.  It is still 
called a fellowship meal, a communion.  And it is still called a 
blessing, or eucharist.  
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Turn with me to 1 Corinthians 10, where Paul is addressing 
the issue of idolatry in the church.

1 Cor. 10:14  “Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 15 I 
speak as to wise men; judge for yourselves what I say. 16 The 
cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the 
blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the 
communion of the body of Christ? 17 For we, though many, are 
one bread and one body; for we all partake of that one bread. 18 
Observe Israel after the flesh: Are not those who eat of the 
sacrifices partakers of the altar? 19 What am I saying then? That 
an idol is anything, or what is offered to idols is anything? 20 
Rather, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice 
to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have 
fellowship with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord 
and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table 
and of the table of demons.”

So the Lord’s table of the Old Covenant was this peace 
offering.  And the Lord’s table of the New Covenant is in the 
sacrament we call the Lord’s Supper.  The point is that there is 
this intimate fellowship established between God and his people.  
And those who have peace with God, by the grace of justification, 
have such communion.

But there is even more.  This peace offering, or communion 
feast, looks forward to the glory of our eternal enjoyment of the 
presence of God.  This peace with God will be fully accomplished 
not when the church of our day celebrates communion, but when 
all the elect are gathered together around the Lord’s Table.  And 
there will be a great feast on that day, for it will be a wedding day.  
The bridegroom is Jesus.  His bride is the church.  And that final 
peace offering will be at a great banquet.  The wedding supper.

Turn with me to,
Rev. 19:7 “Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for 

the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made 
herself ready.” 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine 
linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of 
the saints. 9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who 
are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’” And he said to 
me, “These are the true sayings of God.”

We also read in,
Luke 14:15 “Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom 

of God!”

So heaven is pictured for us as a great supper.  A great 
banquet.  And with perfect peace with God established and 
secured, we eat together in what could be seen as the ultimate 
fulfillment of this Old Covenant animal sacrifice.  The peace 
offering.  

In the meantime, we ought to enjoy eating at the Lord’s table 
often, for there is represented the experiences of heaven, for 
there more than anywhere else in our experience, is communion 
with God clearly set forth and made evident for all to see and 
experience.

Which brings me to my final point, that,  

III. JESUS IS OUR PEACE.
We read in Ephesians 2:14, that “He Himself is our peace,” 

and while the immediate reference there is to removing the barrier 
between Jew and Gentile, make the two one, there are certainly 
broader implications.  Just as Jesus is the burnt offering whose 
life was perfectly offering to the glory of his father’s will, just as he 
is the grain offering which was the only perfectly consecrated life, 
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so too he is the peace offering.  So Jesus is our peace offering.

Jesus is the fulfillment of all these Old Covenant shadows, 
and the one thing Jesus so evidently accomplished was the 
restoration of peace between God and his creatures.

What we see in the Old Covenant descriptions of the peace 
offering is that God is pleased with it, it is a sweet aroma.  And 
therefore, looking to Christ, we can say that,

A.  The Father delights in the offering of His son.
God took delight in the work of Jesus which accomplished 

peace.  He took delight in the offering that represented that 
peace.

As we read in verse 1, this sacrifice, if one of the herd of 
cattle, was to be without blemish before the Lord, representing 
the qualities of perfection inherent only with Jesus.  Same as one 
of the sheep from the flock, in verse 6.  Without blemish.  

Jesus was that lamb without defect.  Though he “was 
oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; 
He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its 
shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth.  He was taken 
from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His 
generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the 
transgressions of My people He was stricken.  And they made His 
grave with the wicked-- But with the rich at His death, Because 
He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth.”

So it is that only he who knew no sin can be that acceptable 
offering to God.  Only Jesus could bring about the fullness of 
God’s pleasure and delight, only he was perfect. 

Such a glorious work was Jesus’ self-sacrifice.  And with great 
effect, because God will take delight in us as his people, the bride 
of Christ, just as he took delight in Jesus.  For just as Jesus 
himself was that peace offering, without blemish, so he works in 
us.  

Recall what Paul said about the church, using the illustration 
of a husband and wife.

Eph. 5:25 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 
loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might 
sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 
27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not 
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be 
holy and without blemish.”

As Jesus does that work, and as he finishes it at the end of 
the age, then church herself will become the peace offering in 
which the Father delights.  She shall be a “glorious church, not 
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing...[She will] be holy and 
without blemish.”

And in that way, bring delight to the Father.

With one final observation, that,

B. The son delights in the service of His father.
This is, after all, a thank offering.  And Christ is not only the 

offering, he is also the offerer.  He offers himself for us, and 
delighted in that sacrifice.  After all, he is the one who said, “My 
food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.”

And it was that joy in the service of his father, that enabled 
Jesus to endure the cross, he “...who for the joy that was set 
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before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God,” according to 
Hebrews 12:2.

So Jesus is the peace offering, given on our behalf that we 
might have peace with God.  And he is the offerer of that peace 
offering, sharing in the joy his father received from it with his own 
experiences of joy in giving it.

And we, by faith, are united to Christ!  Such that in Christ, the 
Father might delight in our offerings.  And in Christ, we might 
delight in offering them.

May that take place among us every time we gather together 
for worship.

Heb. 13:15  “Therefore by Him let us continually offer the 
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks 
to His name.”  
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