
The Whole Thing Is Burned
Leviticus 1:1-17, 6:8-13

Very soon after Jesus resurrection, two of his followers were 
traveling to a village called Emmaus, which was seven miles from 
Jerusalem.  And they talked together of all these things which had 
happened.  So it was, while they conversed and reasoned, that 
Jesus Himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes were 
restrained, so that they did not know Him.  

We read that account in Luke 24.  And Jesus said to them, 
“What kind of conversation is this that you have with one another 
as you walk and are sad?”

Then the one whose name was Cleopas answered and said to 
Him, “Are You the only stranger in Jerusalem, and have You not 
known the things which happened there in these days?”  And He 
said to them, “What things?” 

So they said to Him, “The things concerning Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people, and how the chief priests and our rulers 
delivered Him to be condemned to death, and crucified Him.  But 
we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. 
Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day since these things 
happened.  Yes, and certain women of our company, who arrived 
at the tomb early, astonished us.  When they did not find His 
body, they came saying that they had also seen a vision of angels 
who said He was alive.  And certain of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but 
Him they did not see.”

Then Jesus said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to 
believe in all that the prophets have spoken!  Ought not the Christ 

to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?”  And 
beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them 
in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.

That is one Bible study I would have loved to attend!  Jesus 
took the Scriptures of the Old Testament, and he explained the 
things concerning himself to Cleopas and his friend.  

That is the reason I have chosen to preach from the book of 
Leviticus.  The purpose of this book is not so that you can 
remember which animal was used for which sacrifice.  It is not so 
that you can remember all the rituals for purifying the priests or all 
the details for how the animals were slaughtered.  All of those 
things are surely to be found in this book, but if those things 
become the focus, then this will all be a waste of time.

Our focus will be something entirely different, and that focus 
will be Jesus.  The priests, the animals, the blood, the 
ceremonies--they all teach us about Jesus and his work, and I 
have every confidence that when Jesus taught those two men on 
the road to Emmaus about himself, he used the book of Leviticus 
a lot!  And as we go through this book, you will see Jesus a lot!  
And if I am able to do what I want to do, then you will be able to 
better understand what Jesus has accomplished for you by his 
suffering and death, as well as how you can most appropriately 
offer your worship unto God in these New Covenant days.

We’ll begin with the five types of sacrifices and offerings 
prescribed for the Old Covenant people of God, starting tonight 
with the burnt offering.  Those offerings are described in chapters 
1 through 5, emphasizing the portion of the sacrifices which were 
given to the Lord, then chapters 6 and 7 come back to each 
offering to describe the portions and duties of the human priests 
who offered them.  For each offering, we’ll combine the two 
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passages in one sermon, so this afternoon we have chapter 1 
along with verses 8-13 of chapter 6. 

Let me begin with a rather broad and general observation 
about the nature of worship, that,

I. WORSHIP IS A SACRIFICE OR OFFERING.
That is an important place to start, because immediately you 

need to realize that the purpose of the book of Leviticus is to 
teach us how to worship!  Not that we follow those exact 
regulations ourselves, which the book of Hebrews tells us were 
“concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings, and 
fleshly ordinances imposed until the time of reformation.”  But 
those fleshly ordinances, those sacrifices, teach us about the true 
nature of worship.

Worship is a sacrifice we offer to God.  
v.1-2

That’s a good definition of worship, in all ages.  “Bring an 
offering to the Lord.”  In the words of Psalm 96,  “Bring an 
offering, and come into His courts. 9 Oh, worship the LORD in the 
beauty of holiness!”

The form of the offering has certainly changed.  But the nature 
of worship as a sacrifice hasn’t.  Just consider,

1 Peter 2:5  “You also, as living stones, are being built up a 
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

So the place to start in Leviticus is the realization that,

A.  God’s people can enter his presence only with the 
offering of a sacrifice.

In the Old Covenant, that meant killing an animal.  One from 
their livestock, verse 2.  Or from the flocks, verse 10.  Or even 
from the birds, verse 14.  The implication seems to be that the 
more wealthy men generally selected oxen as their offering, and 
men less able took sheep or goats from the flock.  And the poorer 
class would likely bring birds, turtle-doves or young pigeons.  So it 
is that worship is not restricted to any economic status, and it 
wasn’t the worldly value of the animal or sacrifice that had value 
in God’s sight.  

What mattered was the attitude and commitment of the heart.  
Look back at verse 3.  The sacrifice had to be a male without 
blemish.  The animal had to be spotless.  It had to be the best a 
man had to offer, the best of his flock, regardless of the measure 
of his wealth.  

And, “he shall offer it of his own free will.”  

B.  God’s people must offer their sacrifices freely.
That is, our worship must not be constrained, it must not be a 

mere ritual that is performed of the obligations of duty.  It must an 
offering of the heart!

For example, what offering of money was it that Jesus 
praised, the larger gift or the lesser amount more sincerely 
offered?  Jesus’ words are far better than mine,

Luke 21:1  “And He looked up and saw the rich putting their 
gifts into the treasury, 2 and He saw also a certain poor widow 
putting in two mites. 3 So He said, “Truly I say to you that this 
poor widow has put in more than all; 4 “for all these out of their 
abundance have put in offerings for God, but she out of her 
poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.”
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That’s the principle embodied in Leviticus 1:3.  The burnt 
offering was to be given freely, with the heart’s desire to bring 
honor and glory to God.  And so it is, worship is not to be 
considered chiefly as getting from God, but giving.  The measure 
of good worship is not, as we would say, what we get out of it.  
But rather, what we give in it!  That is an absolutely crucial 
distinction.

Let’s go deeper.  Why an offering?  And in the Old Covenant 
system, why an offering of blood?  The place to begin in 
answering those questions is to understand that,

II. THE WORSHIPPER IS REPRESENTED IN THE 
SACRIFICE OR OFFERING.

The worshipper offers a sacrifice on his own behalf.  And in 
this burnt offering, it was the worshipper himself who offered the 
animal, not the priest.

The burnt offering was offered at the bronze altar, which was 
in the outer court of the tabernacle near the door.  It was not in 
that holy of holies, that inner sanctuary, but was the first object 
that met the eye of a worshipper coming in to that outer court.  
The priest would meet him there, and lead the worshipper with his 
sacrifice on to the altar.

This tabernacle was God’s dwelling place on earth, where he 
met with men.  It was the token of God’s returning to man after 
the fall.  It was at this altar that the voice of the Lord God was 
often heard, as in Eden, in the cool of the day.

And for fallen man, now a sinful creature, to meet with a holy 
and perfect God, there had to be a sacrifice.  The law at Mt. Sinai 
had just been given, probably just a few weeks before, and 
though that law was given to Israel as a redeemed people, the 

law also showed forth the abiding need for a redeemer.  The 
necessity of reconciliation.

And so the bronze altar of the burnt offering represented the 
meeting place between a holy God and a guilty sinner.  And it was 
at that altar where the sins of the worshipper were laid upon the 
sacrifice.

v.4

The worshipper leaned his hand upon the head of the animal 
to be sacrificed, and in doing so declared that his sins would be 
laid upon that animal.  Not only did the offerer devote the animal 
to God, but in this way he confessed his consciousness of sin and 
prayed that his guilt and its punishment might be transferred to 
the victim.

Thus, verse 4, the sacrifice would be to make atonement for 
him.  This was the sacrifice through which the worshipper would 
find acceptance with God.  It was an act of faith, considering that 
the sacrifice of blood of the animal would be credited for the 
satisfaction of God’s requirement for perfect holiness.  No 
worshipper could offer his own life to satisfy that requirement for 
perfection, so he offered an animal with blemish.

That principle of worship is still valid.  

A.  Our sins are laid upon the sacrifice.
Only for us, that sacrifice is not offered over and over again, 

on the bronze altar in the outer court of the tabernacle.  Rather, 
we understand that this sacrifice by which we are able to enter 
the presence of God was offered up once and for all.  It was the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  We read in,

Heb. 9:11  “But Christ came as High Priest of the good things 
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to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made 
with hands, that is, not of this creation. 12 Not with the blood of 
goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most 
Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 13 
For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, 
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 14 
how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 15 And for 
this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of 
death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first 
covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of 
the eternal inheritance.”

So read Leviticus 1:4, and understand from that that when you 
and I come into God’s presence, we must lay our sins upon 
Jesus, the spotless lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world.  And unless you do that, you are not fit to worship.  Nor are 
you acceptable to God.  Our sins must be laid upon the sacrifice, 
and it is a sacrifice of blood, for,

B.  The life-blood of a sacrifice is necessary for 
atonement.

The principle is clearly stated in,
Lev. 17:11  “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have 

given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; 
for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.”

Back in Hebrews 9 we read that verse quoted,
Heb. 9:21  “Then likewise [Moses] sprinkled with blood both 

the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry. 22 And 
according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and 
without shedding of blood there is no remission.”

That is the foundational principle for the worship of God.  That 
is the foundational principle of the Christian religion.  A holy God 
requires the satisfaction of justice, he requires the shedding of 
blood as the sacrifice required to make atonement for sinful 
creatures.  The wages of sin is death!

Oh, I hope you see clearly how all this fits together!
In that context, look at the blood of Leviticus.
v.5

Death is further described in verses 6-9, and I’ll spare you the 
details in reading it.  The emphasis is upon the sure and certain 
death of this animal.  That is repeated in verses 11-13 and again 
in verses 15-17.

And in the instructions given to the priests in chapter 6, we 
have further regulations that make the death of the animal so 
explicit, by referring to the ashes left over after the sacrifice,

6:10-11

The life is completely drained out of the animal, his blood 
sprinkled around the altar.  This was the sentence of death 
carried out in the Lord’s presence, as a satisfaction to his 
holiness.  And if you read carefully those verses I just mentioned, 
you might gain a glimpse of the terrors of God’s judgment that will 
be inflicted upon unrepentant sinners in the unending torment of 
the fires of hell.

But I still haven’t reached the depth of the significance for the 
burnt offering.  One more thing needs to be emphasized.  Let me 
keep the image before you of the worshipper being represented in 
the sacrifice or offering.  Then let me try to explain to you what 
was so distinct about this offering.  Simply put, the burnt offering 
was complete and continual, representing...
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III. THE COMPLETE AND CONTINUAL CONSECRATION 
OF THE WORSHIPPER.

First, complete.  That has been made obvious by now, but that 
was what made the burnt offering distinct.  The whole animal was 
burned.  And this sacrifice could more accurately be called the 
“whole offering.”  

No part of the animal was left for the priest.  None left for the 
worshipper.  No part of the animal was omitted from the act of 
killing.  No part of the animal escaped the fire.  The whole 
creature was given to the Lord.  The whole thing is burned.

Nothing was held back.  Nothing reserved.  Nothing shared.  
All of it was for the Lord, and that is why this offering was so 
pleasing to God!  This is what brings God pleasure.  It was all his!  
It was all for his pleasure.

A.  The whole offering is given to the Lord for his 
pleasure.

Actually, there are two general types of offerings, those with a 
sweet aroma and those without a sweet aroma.  The one we can 
say brings the Lord pleasure, the other does not.  It brings him 
glory, particularly to the praise of his glorious justice, but it does 
not bring him pleasure.  It satisfies the demand of his justice, but 
he takes no pleasure in it.

The sweet smelling sacrifices, on the other hand, are 
delightful.  They are, indeed, sweet!

And so we read,
v.9b

We read the same for the sacrifice of sheep or goats,
v.13b
And for the birds,
v.17b

The sweet aroma is literally the “savor of rest,” the savor of a 
sabbath.  And just as God rested after his six days of labor which 
we call the work of creation, just as he delighted himself and 
refreshed himself on that seventh day of rest, just as that day was 
for him, as it should be for us, a sweet delight, so is this burnt 
offering.

The emphasis does not fall upon his wrath and justice, but 
upon the delight of his own being in the acceptable worship 
offered by his creatures.  And so we read in the Bible, for 
instance, that the infliction of his justice brings him no pleasure.  

Ezek. 33:11  “Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked.’”  

But we read that our worship does bring him pleasure! 
Ps. 66:13 I will go into Your house with burnt offerings; I will 

pay You my vows, 14 Which my lips have uttered And my mouth 
has spoken when I was in trouble. 15 I will offer You burnt 
sacrifices of fat animals, With the sweet aroma of rams; I will offer 
bulls with goats. Selah 16 Come and hear, all you who fear God, 
And I will declare what He has done for my soul. 17 I cried to Him 
with my mouth, And He was extolled with my tongue. 18 If I 
regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear. 19 But certainly 
God has heard me; He has attended to the voice of my prayer. 20 
Blessed be God, Who has not turned away my prayer, Nor His 
mercy from me!”

That Psalm begins with these words,
Ps. 66:1  “Make a joyful shout to God, all the earth! 2 Sing out 

the honor of His name; Make His praise glorious.”

That’s what the burnt offering does.  It makes his praise 
glorious!  And he delights in it.
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Let me urge you to understand your worship of God today in 
these terms.  That our goal, the very purpose we do the things we 
do, would be for his pleasure and delight!  And please, dare to 
think that a holy God would actually find pleasure and delight in 
the sacrifices of his creatures!  

And there is one more thing about this burnt offering that 
brings such pleasure to our Lord.  Not only was there a complete 
consecration, the whole animal burned.  But it was also continual.  
Day and night.

B.  The whole offering is given continuously.
The fire would never go out.  Turn to chapter,
6:8-9

And, 6:12-13

I don’t believe that this has reference to the unending fire of 
God’s judgment, for that is not what the burnt offering is all about.  
Rather, I believe it to be a token of Israel’s consecration to God.  
Their consecration wasn’t temporary or intermittent.  But 
continual.  

And so it was then that the people of God would worship the 
Lord always.  Worship was not restricted to particular times.  As it 
is for us,

1 Cor. 10:31 “...whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, 
do all to the glory of God.”

And that leads me to my,

IV. CONCLUSION.
Which is to say this, that everything I have said about the 

burnt offering as an act of worship is to be applied to our own 

lives.  A complete and continual consecration of our lives in 
worship to the honor of God’s holy name.

In fact, in the language of the New Testament, we read about, 

A. The burnt offering of our whole lives.
Turn with me to Romans 12, where Paul describes and 

defines the primary application of the gospel of grace to the lives 
of God’s people.

Rom. 12:1  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.”

That word service means the service of worship!  This is your 
worship, dear children of God, that you present your bodies as a 
burnt offering, a whole offering.

Only in the New Covenant, that doesn’t require your death.  
Rather, it requires your life.  “By the mercies of God, present 
yourself, your whole self, to God as a living sacrifice.”  A living, 
burnt sacrifice.  Holy and acceptable to God.

Or should I say from our study this afternoon, present yourself 
to God as a sacrifice with a sweet aroma!  Let your own life be 
represented in this great sacrifice, that you might live for the 
pleasure and glory of God himself!  Not just what you do in 
corporate worship, as important as that is, but your whole life.  
And in that life of devotion to God, let that fire never burn out.

We often sing the hymn that begins, “All to Jesus I surrender, 
all to him I freely give.”  And we sing of that same devotion with 
the hymn, “All for Jesus!  All for Jesus!  All my being’s ransomed 
powers.  All my thoughts and words and doings, all my days and 
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all my hours.”  “Let my hands perform his bidding, let my feet run 
in his ways; let my eyes see Jesus only, let my lips speak for his 
praise.”

That’s a burnt offering.  And such complete and continual 
consecration is a sacrifice of sweet aroma before the Lord.

I have one more thing to say about the burnt offering, 
something I’ve been alluding to throughout this whole sermon.  I 
hope you have been ready to hear me say this, and I hope that 
you would go home frustrated if I left it out.  Think about that 
animal, upon whose head the faithful worshipper would lay his 
hands, to whom he would transfer his sin.  Think of that blood that 
was poured out, that sacrifice unto death that was necessary to 
make atonement for the worshipper.  Think about that bronze 
altar in the outer courtyard of the tabernacle, as the entrance to 
the meeting place between a holy God and a sinful creature.

Think of that complete and continual consecration represented 
by the burnt offering.  And then realize this.  Only one man has 
ever offered to God such a sacrifice of his own life.  And that 
man’s name is Jesus.  So it is that,

B.  Jesus is our burnt offering.
Turn with me to,
Eph. 5:1  “Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 

And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself 
for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling 
aroma.”

As you study the book of Leviticus, as you give to God the 
burnt offering of your life, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world!”

Fix your eyes upon Jesus!  Lay your sins upon Jesus.  

Give praise to God for the work of Jesus, whose life was the 
perfect sacrifice of a sweet aroma given for the glory of his father 
in heaven.  Give praise to him, and bring to him the burnt offering 
of your whole life.

Ps. 96:8  “Give to the LORD the glory due His name; Bring an 
offering, and come into His courts.  9 Oh, worship the LORD in 
the beauty of holiness! Tremble before Him, all the earth.”
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