
They Shall Never Perish
John 10:22-30

Doctrine and theological points were never things that I 
wanted to argue about in order to win an argument or make 
myself look smart.  So when I first learned about and then 
embraced the so-called Five Points of Calvinism, or TULIP, I 
wasn’t struck by the desire to win an argument with people who 
disagreed.  In fact, initially, I didn’t even seem to think that they 
were really that important.

But I have certainly come to understand the importance of 
those five points of Calvinism now, but again, not in the sense of 
a point of contention in order to prove that I am reformed, but 
rather to preserve and establish a great encouragement for my 
own soul and for the souls of my fellow Christians.  So I won’t 
typically preach about a particular point of doctrine, even one of 
the five points of Calvinism, apart from that emphasis and 
encouragement.  And when I preach, I don’t make the statement 
of doctrine to be starting point, but I always allow the Scripture to 
be the starting point.  And whatever point of doctrine I make or 
whatever theological proposition I try to present and persuade 
you about, I start with the exposition of whatever text we are 
studying.

So we’ve seen in previous weeks the idea of sheep, and the 
clear teaching of the Bible that Jesus died for his sheep.  He laid 
down his life for his sheep.  And that comes to mean that he didn’t 
die for everyone, he didn’t satisfy the wrath and justice of God for 
the sins of every single person, for if he did, they would all be 
saved and go to heaven.  So his work of atonement was limited, 
we say, limited in its particular and personal application to the 
sheep, those people who are otherwise identified as the elect.  

So were all over these five points of Calvinism as they are 
abbreviated by that acronym TULIP.  The U stands for 
unconditional election, that is to say, God chose his sheep.  He 
identified them, as a determination of his own perfect and 
sovereign goodness.  And he gives those sheep to Jesus, and as 
we saw last week, Jesus laid down his life for those sheep.  
That’s the L in TULIP, “L” for limited atonement.  The work of 
Jesus actually accomplished its purpose, that is to say, when 
Jesus died as the satisfaction of God’s justice for the sin of his 
sheep, it is sure and certain that those sheep will therefore 
escape his eternal condemnation.  And that’s the P in TULIP, 
perseverance of the saints.  And that’s our focus here this 
morning.  Perseverance of the saints.

Sometimes this doctrine is attempted to be summarized by the 
words “once saved, always saved,” though I believe those words 
are often used to defend the salvation of people who have long 
since shown any evidence of being a Christian.  So if you think 
that you can make some sort of outward profession of faith early 
in life, and then live for years and years apart from Christ and with 
no interest in walking according to the law of God, only to claim 
that your profession of faith years in the past is sufficient to get 
you into heaven, you are mistaken.  The idea is not, “once there 
is some outward form of receiving Jesus as your savior you can 
live however you want and still go to heaven,” so if that’s what 
you think of by the words “once saved always saved,” then those 
words are untrue.

But here is the right idea.  Those whom God brings to 
salvation by grace through faith in Jesus, they will be eternally 
saved.  Or to put it even more simply, you can’t be un-saved.  You 
can’t be un-regenerated.  You can’t be un-justified.  You can’t be 
un-redeemed.
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I can read some Bible verses that say that clearly, such as,
Phil.1:6  “…being confident of this very thing, that He who has 

begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ.”

Or, Rom. 8:30  “Moreover whom He predestined, these He 
also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom 
He justified, these He also glorified.”

So if you have a book on the Five Points of Calvinism, those 
are the verses you will read for the P in TULIP.  Along with our 
text this morning,

v.28

But that declaration doesn’t come to us in the form of a 
doctrinal argument or theological debate.  It came in the context 
of Jews who would not believe that Jesus was their Messiah, their 
Christ.  Jesus confronts their unbelief, and in doing so proclaims 
to them one of the greatest and encouraging promises in all of 
Scripture.

But it comes to us as we see in unbelievers that,

I. JESUS’ IDENTITY IS QUESTIONED.
v.22-24

Perhaps on the surface that seems like a good question, but 
since we have Jesus’ response, I don’t need to guess the motive 
or the intention of those asking the question.  They were not 
asking in faith.  They were not asking because they believed and 
wanted to understand more about Jesus.  Just the opposite, they 
are shown to be unbelievers, because, as Jesus’ answers shows 
us, he has already revealed himself plainly!

They ask, “How long do You keep us in doubt? If You are the 
Christ, tell us plainly.”  And Jesus says, in effect, “I already have.”

v.25

So the problem isn’t that Jesus hasn’t revealed himself plainly.  
The problem is that this,

A. Failure to believe is caused by an unwillingness to 
recognize Jesus’ supernatural power.

An unwillingness.  A willful choice and determination.  I will see 
the water turned to wine, and I will not believe in the supernatural 
power of God made evident in Jesus.  I saw the nobleman’s son 
at Capernaum healed, but I will not believe in the power of God.  I 
saw the paralytic healed at Bethesda, but I will not believe.  I saw 
the five thousand fed with five loaves of bread and two fish, but I 
will not believe.  I saw Jesus walk on the water,  I saw the man 
born blind enabled to see, but I will not believe in the son of God.  
It is a willful, deliberate choice not to recognize Jesus’ 
supernatural power. 

Do you remember what Jesus said to the rich man in hell, who 
pleaded for a prophet to go to his family, that they might escape 
that torment of hell?

Luke 16:30  “And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes 
to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 But he said to him, ‘If 
they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded though one rise from the dead.’”

So Jesus says it plainly here,
v.25  “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in 

My Father's name, they bear witness of Me.”

These Jews simply failed to believe.
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B. Failure to believe identifies those who do not belong to 
Jesus.

And that is their condemnation.  They are not Jesus’ sheep.
v.26

It really isn’t that hard to grasp how this fits together, that God 
the Father chooses and identifies the sheep.  He gives those 
sheep to Jesus, and Jesus lays down his life for those same 
sheep.  And how do we know who the sheep are?  How do you 
know who is one of the sheep and who isn’t?  Ultimately, it’s  this 
simple.  If you are unwilling to believe in Jesus, if you are 
unwilling to  recognize and acknowledge the supernatural power 
of Jesus, if you, therefore, question his identify as the anointed 
Messiah, the Christ, then you are not one of the sheep.  To the 
contrary, however,

Rom. 10:9  “…if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus 
and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved.”

We see in our text this morning that,

II. JESUS IDENTIFIES HIS SHEEP.
And here is how those sheep are made known.

A. The sheep hear and follow Jesus.
v.27  “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them.”

They hear, they listen.  And as we’ve seen earlier in this 
chapter, the good shepherd knows who they are.

v.14-16

There is nothing secret or mysterious about who is a Christian 
and who isn’t.  It is not a mystical or particularly philosophical 
endeavor to identify those who belong to Jesus and those who 
don’t, those who are the sheep of his pasture and those who are 

not.  The sheep hear Jesus’ voice.  They listen.  They pay 
attention.  They honor his word.  And not only do they listen, they 
follow him.

v.27

That how you identify the sheep for whom Jesus’ died, they 
are the ones following him.

1 John 3:10  “In this the children of God and the children of the 
devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is 
not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.”

Perhaps even more clearly,
1 John 2:3  “Now by this we know that we know Him, if we 

keep His commandments. 4 He who says, “I know Him,” and 
does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is 
perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 6 He who 
says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He 
walked.”

The sheep hear and follow Jesus.  But here is the real 
encouragement, especially to you who realize that you don’t 
follow Jesus perfectly.  Here is the real encouragement to you 
who struggle with sin; in other words, the encouragement for all of 
you.  Here is the encouragement that we all need knowing that 
we are continually tempted by the presence and reality of sin.

B. The sheep will live forever.
The sheep follow Jesus, and if you are following Jesus, here is 

your encouragement,
v.28  “And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish.”

The essence of salvation is the gift of eternal life.  It is a gift.  
Life is a gift.  Spiritual life is a gift.  Reconciliation with God.  
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Fellowship with God, for ever.  Eternal life.
John 3:6  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might 
be saved.”

The sheep will live forever.  But that’s not merely a 
propositional statement, that is the reality of our existence.  It is 
the confidence of our existence.  Our security.  “He who has 
begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ.” “[W]hom He justified, these He also glorified.”

Or, “P” in TULIP.  The perseverance of the saints.  The saints, 
the holy ones, those whom God has set apart to be his own, his 
sheep, they will never perish.  They will never fall away.  Not the 
true sheep, because the good shepherd will not let them perish.  
And this “P” in TULIP is sometimes labeled the “preservation of 
the saints.”  Surely it is well worthy noting, that we “persevere” 
because Jesus “preserves” us.

v.28

Peter puts all of this together with these words,
1 Peter 1:3  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and 
that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are 
kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.”

So there is an inheritance in heaven that is reserved for you, 
the sheep.  It has your name written on it.  It is yours, the living 
hope, waiting for you to come claim it.  Reserved in heaven for 

you,
1 Peter 1:5  …”who are kept by the power of God through faith 

for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”

So you are kept, you are preserved.  Protected. And again 
with the very personal words of our text, 

v.28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.”

They shall never perish.  The sheep shall never perish.  And 
why not?  Because we have a good shepherd.  And no one can 
snatch us out of his hand!

I proclaim that to you for your encouragement.  For your 
confidence, and strength.  For your help.  And for your assurance.

John writes the whole of his first epistle for this very purpose, 
for our confidence and assurance.

1 John 5:11  “And this is the testimony: that God has given us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has 
life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 
These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and 
that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”

This is your assurance, isn’t it?  This idea of perseverance of 
the saints.  This confidence in the work of the good shepherd, 
who says of his beloved sheep, “they shall never perish; neither 
shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.”

The sheep will live forever.

And then John continues, by connecting Jesus’ work with the 
work of his father.  Jesus doesn’t end by talking about himself, but 
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he connects his purpose with the purpose of his father.  And we’re 
back again to the doctrine of the Trinity, as we have seen so often 
in this gospel, not presented as a theological treatise but as a 
relationship, especially between the Father and the Son, in this 
great work of salvation.  So,

III. JESUS IDENTIFIES HIS FATHER.
v.29

Again, for our encouragement, we are not left simply with the 
idea that Jesus gives us eternal life, but that the father is totally 
and completely involved.  It is not that Jesus the son is seeking 
our salvation while God the father seeks our condemnation.  But 
instead, they work together as one.  One purpose.  One plan.  
One God.

And in this context, Jesus is clearly claiming to be God.  So he 
is not content to declare,

v.28  “…they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch 
them out of My hand.”

He continues,
v.29

A. The father identifies and protects the sheep.

So it is that the Father gives the sheep to Jesus.  The father 
identifies the sheep, he numbers them, as it were, and gives them 
as a whole to his son.  And the father is greater than all, even 
greater than the son in terms of the working of their relationship 
as father and son.  The father is greater, as a father is greater 
than a son, as the father has authority to determine and establish 
the purpose of the son.  

And in that greatness, in that superiority of the father, he, too, 
protects his sheep.  “[N]o one is able to snatch them out of My 
Father's hand.”

Beloved, that’s your eternal security.  That’s your assurance of 
salvation.  It built into the relationship between the father and the 
son in the trinity itself.  Whether you speak of the father or the 
son, these words remain true, “no one is able to snatch them out 
of my hand.”

John 6:7  “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and 
the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out. 38 For I 
have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will 
of Him who sent Me. 39 This is the will of the Father who sent Me, 
that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise 
it up at the last day. 40 And this is the will of Him who sent Me, 
that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have 
everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”

And then, to climax all of this with a grand theological proof 
and declaration of the trinity itself,

v.30

B. The father and the son are one.
Not two gods.  Not an original god and a created being to be 

his helper.  One God, in absolute and eternal essence.
John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God…14 And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

That’s your assurance.  That’s your confidence.  That the 
father and the son are one, one God.  And there is one purpose.  
One work of God for the salvation of one people.  And that 
doctrine of the trinity, the unity of the father and the son, is 
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embedded in this great declaration that proves so clearly that 
those whom God saves, those whom he calls to salvation, those 
whom he justifies, those same sheep, every one them, without 
exception, every one who is justified by grace through in Jesus 
Christ shall enter the glory of heaven.

Because the father and the son are one.  He who has the son, 
has the father.  He who has the father, has the son.  And when 
that work of God is begun in you, God will finish his work.

Rom. 8:30  “Moreover whom He predestined, these He also 
called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He 
justified, these He also glorified.”

So take from all of this a great encouragement, and 
confidence.  Not a self-confidence, a confidence built upon your 
own strength or power, but a confidence built upon the 
faithfulness of God.

Rom. 8:31  “What then shall we say to these things? If God is 
for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him 
also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against 
God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? 
It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at 
the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? 36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day 
long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through Him who 
loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things 
to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

Please let these words of Jesus sink deeply into your soul, 
giving you comfort and assurance.

John 10:28  “I give them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.”
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