
Who Sinned?
John 9:1-34

Job 1:1  “There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was 
Job; and that man was blameless and upright, and one who 
feared God and shunned evil. 2 And seven sons and three 
daughters were born to him. 3 Also, his possessions were seven 
thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of 
oxen, five hundred female donkeys, and a very large household, 
so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the East.”

You know what happened to Job, don’t you.  God spoke well 
of Job to Satan,

Job 1:8 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered 
My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a 
blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?”

And when Satan cynically replied to God, “But now, stretch out 
Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse You 
to Your face!”, God agreed to the test of his faithful servant.

Job 1:12  And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he 
has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.”

When it was all said and done, Job lost all his wealth, all his 
cattle.  And all his children.  And then, at God’s permission, Satan 
took away Job’s own health.

Job 2:7  “So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, 
and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the 
crown of his head.”

Then his three friends arrive.
Job 2:11  “Now when Job's three friends heard of all this 

adversity that had come upon him, each one came from his own 
place--Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the 

Naamathite. For they had made an appointment together to come 
and mourn with him, and to comfort him.”

Yet, despite whatever good intentions those friends had, 
whatever sincere motives they may have had in their friendship 
with Job, their counsel was brutal, for they made one entirely 
false assumption--that Job’s afflictions were the result of a 
particular sin.  And therefore that the solution to his afflictions was 
to repent of that sin.

This was they had to say.
Job 4:7  “Remember now, who ever perished being innocent? 

Or where were the upright ever cut off? 8 Even as I have seen, 
Those who plow iniquity And sow trouble reap the same.”

What horrible counsel, for Job was innocent!  The innocent do 
suffer, and those who reap trouble, don’t necessarily do so 
because they have plowed iniquity.  In other words, there is more 
in God’s purpose for suffering and affliction than simply retributive 
justice.  And it is an oppressive weight to lay upon people who 
suffer, to assume that their suffering is the just consequence of 
their own sins.

This can be very personal.  At the height of the one of the 
greatest long-term struggles I have ever faced, years in which the 
Lord had temporarily denied fervent petitions, at the depth of our 
desperate frustration, I had occasion to hear a sermon which had 
as the basic theme, “If you ask for something and don’t receive it, 
you haven’t asked correctly.”  

In other words, it your fault!  The underlying implication was 
that the innocent don’t suffer, and those who do, are reaping the 
just consequences of their own sin.  
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I believe that preacher never intended his words to inflict the 
oppressive burden that they did upon me, but it was a great 
burden at the time.  It was the message of Job’s friends.  If you 
suffer, it’s because of your own sin.

That’s the context for the miracle which John records in 
chapter 9.  A man was born blind, and in their foolish ignorance, 
the only question asked was, 

v.2

There was a man born blind, destined in that day to be a 
beggar.  And the only question that was asked was,  “Who’s fault 
is it?”  Jesus has an answer.  Neither.  It isn’t the fault of this man 
or his parents.  The blindness is not the consequence of either.  
With that answer, Jesus gives a comprehensive answer to the 
age-old problem of sickness and death, how a sovereign God 
could allow such tragedies to happen to his beloved people.  
Jesus gives,

I. AN EXPLANATION OF PHYSICAL DISEASES.
His answer is far more satisfying than the one offered in the 

book, “When Bad Things Happen to Good People.”  The god 
described in that book is anything but sovereign and powerful.  In 
fact, the god defined by that book is impotent, unable to do 
anything about so-called bad things that happen to so-called good 
people, since he had nothing to do with them happening in the 
first place.  That explanation is an misplaced attempt to absolve 
God of any responsibility for the bad things that happen, for he 
couldn’t do anything about it anyway.  But such a god is useless, 
and hardly worthy our worship.

To the contrary, Jesus is not a useless and pathetic god, 
constrained by any inability to govern or to control all the events 
of our lives.  Just the opposite, and we’ll see his great purpose in 

allowing, and decreeing, that trouble and suffering will come to his 
own beloved children.

The situation was that Jesus saw a man who had been blind 
from birth.

v.1

In answering the foolish question, Jesus teaches that,

A.  Physical diseases generally do not directly correlate 
with particular sins.
Now, having said that, I need to make a couple observations.  

First, all sickness and death did come to man as the 
consequence of sin.

Rom.5:12  “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered 
the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all 
men, because all sinned...”

Death, and the process of dying which we call sickness and 
disease, came to man at the very instant when God pronounced 
his curse upon Adam and Eve, as he promised, “In the day that 
you eat of [the tree of the knowledge of good and evil] you shall 
surely die.”  So ultimately, sickness can be traced to sin, for 
hypothetically, if mankind had never sinned, there would never 
have been any death, nor any blindness. 

But that, of course, isn’t the question Jesus is asked.  His 
question was, Did this man’s parent’s sin, and as the judgment 
upon their sin, was their son born blind?  Or, Did this young man 
sin, and as the judgment upon his own sin, was he born blind, as 
if he sinned in the womb?

Neither one.  Ordinarily, you ought not to make a direct 
connection between physical diseases and particular sins.  But I 
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need to make another observation.  Sometimes God does inflict 
sickness and even death as the direct consequence of sin, such 
as the case of Annanias and Sapphira.  So I’m not speaking in 
absolute terms, just general terms.  If physical afflictions come, it 
might be good to examine yourself for sin, to see if those 
afflictions are a form of God’s discipline.  And they may be, 
perhaps.  Actually, it’s always a healthy thing to examine yourself, 
for none of us is without sin, and none of us is without sins in our 
hearts that we are still unaware of.  So self-examination is good.

But in dealing with other people, don’t make that assumption.  
Don’t assume that the only purpose of suffering is discipline.  
There is much more to it.  God’s purposes are much deeper.  
There is much more satisfying an answer to the so-called problem 
of suffering and death.  And that is this,

B.  God decrees all things, even physical diseases, for the 
manifestation of his own glory.
Let me explain that.  First of all, God decrees all things.  God 

determines the certainty of all things, everything that happens.  
He made that determination before the foundation of the world.  
We read in Ephesians 1 God’s decree, described as “the purpose 
of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will.”  
His eternal purpose.

Our catechism puts it this way, “The decrees of God are, his 
eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, whereby, for 
his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.”

God decrees all things, to demonstrate and show forth his own 
glory!  Even bad things, as we might call them.  Isn’t that what 
Jesus says here?

v.3-5

Jesus said, “I have work to do.”  I have to do God’s works, the 
miraculous works that demonstrate the power of God.  As long as 
I live on earth, Jesus says, I have that work to do, for I am the 
light of the world, revealing God’s glory among men.

Let me go one step deeper, and tread lightly, for we are in 
deep waters.  Why did God allow, and decree, that evil things 
would happen?  Why did God allow, and even decree, the sinful 
acts of man, beginning with the fall of Adam and Eve?

Why?  So that he could show forth his glory in redemption, so 
he could save sinful men.  And the fullness of God’s glory, the 
fullness of God’s love, is shown in his mercy to  fallen sinner.  
Therefore, he allowed mankind to fall into sin.

Indeed, he created all things for this great purpose, to save 
fallen man from their sin.

Eph. 3:9 “...God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 
10 to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be 
made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the 
heavenly places, 11 according to the eternal purpose which He 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

God created all things, and ordered everything to happen just 
as it does, so that his manifold wisdom, his glory, could be made 
known to his people, the church.

Now, don’t speak those things lightly.  And don’t be superficial, 
in counseling with people who are hurting.  But do speak with the 
confidence that God is in control, and that he is good, and that he 
is working all things out for good, according to his good purpose.

The value of good theology is so that you can visit someone in 
the hospital who might be facing death or horrible disease, and 
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encourage them that God is in control, and that he is good, and 
that you can pray that God’s mercy and love would be made 
known to them in a special way.

But don’t be trite and trivial.  Don’t say silly things like, “I know 
that it will all be OK.”  It might not be!  Don’t say, “I know she’ll get 
better,” because she might not.  And don’t be simplistic in trying to 
identify one specific reason for the affliction.  Don’t force yourself 
to look for that reasons.  You probably won’t be able to identify 
any one specific thing.  But that’s OK, because you can still be 
sure that God will manifest and show forth his glory.  And that’s 
how you ought to pray for people in such difficulties.

v.3

In this case, the works of God which are revealed in this man 
are obvious, for we have,

II. A DEMONSTRATION OF POWER OF PHYSICAL 
DISEASES.
Jesus healed the man.
v.6-7

Now, on the surface, that seems strange, and there is no 
explanation why Jesus used the clay soil to effect this miracle.  
There are lots of speculations, and the simplest answer seems to 
me that Jesus is emphasizing his miraculous power, by curing the 
blind man by that which seemed likely to increase his blindness, 
by anointing his eyes with clay.  

But the effect of the miracle is obvious.  Jesus is the light of 
the world, and he proves that with a literal demonstration that he 
is the light in this man’s eyes.  He gives sight to the blind.

A.  Jesus possesses power and authority to heal at will.

By his own word, his word of power, the same word by which 
all things were created.  He speaks, and the miracle is 
accomplished.

v.6-12

The details are repeated for emphasis.
v.15

And the powerful personal testimony,
v.25

Jesus speaks, and the miracle is done.  No showmanship, no 
bantering, no prompting, no emotional settings, nothing like what 
you see on so many television shows these days.  Just 
supernatural power.  He speaks, enlisting the man to obey his 
command to go to the pool of Siloam, and the man came back 
seeing.

That’s power.  And,

B.  The power and authority to heal is found only in God.
Remember what Jesus had said,
v.3

The works of God!

And the people knew it, they knew that the ability and authority 
to perform miracles was an attribute of God, and God alone.  So 
there was a great outcry, a great division among the people.

v.16

The man who was healed knew it was God who healed him.
v.17
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The clear implication of that answer is that the man knew 
Jesus was from God, that he demonstrated the power of God.

And after the Pharisees had tried to deny the reality of what 
happened, the man who was healed grew stronger in his faith.

v.30-33

That man was completely true.  His explanation is completely 
accurate.  And his testimony was powerful, because it can’t be 
disputed or denied.  

v.25  “One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.”

And because of that power, that authority to heal, this man 
gives every indication of one who became a believer.  In 
recognizing the power of God, he seems to identify himself as a 
worshipper of God.  Literally, a god-fearing man.

v.31

This man regards the miracle as an answer to prayer, and he 
outwits the Pharisees in their own logic!  For if Jesus was a 
sinner, that is, not from God, then God wouldn’t have heard his 
prayer and answered!  His conclusion is so powerful,

v.33

It shouldn’t surprise you that there continue to be people today 
who claim to know God, but who deny his supernatural power, the 
power of miracles.  One of the main doctrines of liberalism is that 
you don’t have to believe in the miracles to believe in God.  The 
supernatural miracles are not one of the fundamentals of the faith, 
as the argument went back in the early part of the 1900s.  You 
don’t have to believe these miracles, and there was a misguided 
search for the historical Jesus.  A historical Jesus, that is, devoid 
of supernatural power.  A historical Jesus, instead of a divine 
Jesus.  

People still go out of their way to deny these great miracles, 
even in the face of this irrefutable personal testimony, “I was 
blind, but now I see.”

So then, as it is now, we witness,

III. A REJECTION OF GOD.
The Pharisees were adamant.
v.16  “This man is not from God.”

What are some of the characteristics of those who reject God?  
What do we see here?  First, is self-righteousness.  People who 
reject God generally think very highly of themselves, they think 
little or none at all about their own sin and wickedness, instead 
finding evil in others.  Even Jesus.  They are such hypocrites!  
And,

A.  With hypocritical self-righteousness, unbelievers 
accuse Jesus of evil.
They accuse Jesus of evil!  Specifically, they accuse Jesus of 

breaking the 4th commandment.
v.13-16

Though Jesus’ intentions are not revealed, it seems quite 
likely that he intentionally performed this miracle, among others, 
on the Sabbath, for he would then be intentionally provoking the 
Pharisees’ self-righteousness.  This sabbath day healing would 
also serve to teach about the real meaning of the sabbath, for as 
Jesus himself had said,

Mark 2:27 “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for 
the Sabbath.”

Let me say clearly, Jesus did not violate the 4th 
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commandment.  He did not lay it aside and put an end to sabbath 
requirements today.  He did not contradict the law of Moses which 
had been given by God.  Rather, he explained it’s full meaning.  
There is nothing in the sabbath laws that prohibit the 
demonstration of mercy!  And for the Pharisees, this objection 
was but a smoke-screen, to cover up their wicked hypocrisy.  In 
accusing Jesus of evil, they surely reveal their own evil self-
righteousness. 

The bottom line is that they reject Jesus.  They reject God.  
And to do that, in this instance, they had to suppress the truth of 
that which was obvious.  There was a man among them who 
could see, a man who had been born blind.  So they try to prove 
that he wasn’t the same man.  They go to his parents.

v.18-19

Then they called the man before their council, and provoked 
him further, seemingly trying to elicit false testimony from him.  At 
the very least, trying to persuade him to renounce Jesus.

v.24

“Give God the glory.”  That could be a simple statement of 
oath, that they were calling upon the man to declare, under oath, 
in God’s name, that Jesus was not God, that he was a sinner.

Or it is possible that they meant for the man to credit this 
miracle directly to God, and to bypass Jesus, that they wanted the 
man to renounce Jesus’ involvement and simply declare that God 
had healed him.

But of course, Jesus had healed him.  And the man knew it.  It 
seems obvious that the Pharisees knew that, too.  And those 
Pharisees become a model for unbelievers even today.

B.  With self-serving skepticism, unbelievers suppress the 
truth of what they see.
Self-serving skepticism.  They suppress that which is obvious 

because they don’t want to believe it.  They suppress the truth 
about God’s power and authority that has been made obvious to 
them, and they do it because they love their own wickedness and 
sinful autonomy.

Look at this conversation with the man, a man born blind and 
subjected to the life of a beggar.  But now, he is a man whose 
ability to give an answer for his faith in Jesus silences these 
powerful Pharisees.

v.24-25

Not satisfied, the Pharisees pursue it further,
v.26-29

What an empty response, isn’t it?  And what a powerful 
answer from the man.

v.30

It was so obvious, and so evident.  And how did the Pharisees 
respond to that?  They attacked the man!

v.34

They excommunicated him.  Literally, they ex-synagogued 
him.  What an effective way to deal with people telling the truth, 
whose answers you can’t refute.  Excommunicate them!

What an effective way for unbelievers to maintain control in 
the church!  Excommunicate people who believe in the 
supernatural power of God.  

That’s how unbelievers deal with threats to their system of 
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unbelief!  And ultimately, they are, of course, simply suppressing 
the truth.  For Paul issues this great condemnation, 

Rom. 1:18  “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be 
known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 
21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as 
God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and 
their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they 
became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God 
into an image made like corruptible man--and birds and four-
footed animals and creeping things.”

“Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the 
glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible 
man.”  That is a universal description of those who reject God!

The unbelieving philosopher Voltaire was quoted as saying 
this, “If in the market of Paris, before the eyes of a thousand men 
and before my own eyes, a miracle should be performed, I would 
much rather disbelieve the two thousand eyes and my own two, 
than believe it.”

That sums up the state of the unbelieving heart, doesn’t it?  I 
will not believe!  They suppress the truth.

I want to look at one final group of people this evening, the 
parents of this man born blind.  And though they don’t have the 
obvious outward evil characteristics of the Pharisees, they do 
demonstrate their own rejection of God, one that comes in form of 
the fear of man!  They were wanting to please men, not God.  

They wanted to be honored by the Pharisees, not God, and so 
they answer the questions brought to them with cowardly fear.

v.20-23

They feared the Jews.  And what does Paul say about such 
people?

Gal.1:10  “For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek 
to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a 
bondservant of Christ.”

What a danger it is to be men-pleasers!  You cannot be a 
bondservant of Christ!  Not if you seek to conform your beliefs to 
the expectations and demands of men.  To conform your faith to 
the popular culture. 

What cowardice!  Surely it is true, that,

C.  With fearful cowardice, unbelievers seek to please 
man, not God.
Seldom do we speak any longer about the courage of 

convictions, but let me speak to you about it tonight.  The 
courage, of convictions.  The courage to stand firmly and faithfully 
upon the truth of God that is revealed in the pages of Scripture.

The courage to stand with Martin Luther, who when confronted 
by the tyranny of the Roman church of his day, refused to recant.  
He refused to deny that which he had learned in Scripture.  He 
refused to go against his conscience, which had been shaped by 
the word of God.  He spoke, “I am bound by the texts of the Bible, 
my conscience is captive to the Word of God...Here I stand.  I can 
do no other.  So help me God.”

That’s courage!  That is the courage to which we are called in 
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our day.  The courage to embrace the truth of God, to believe in 
the power of God, and to trust in the goodness of God.

So, “Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?”  Neither one, God ordained his blindness in order that 
God’s own works might be revealed in this man.  It is that God 
whom we worship this morning.
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