
The Great “I Am”
John 8:48-59

One of the books I have upon my shelves is titled, “Your God 
is Too Small.”  I’ve always liked that title, and the main argument 
of the book, for people today, all too often, do conceive of a very 
small God.  Often, that is because they want to make themselves 
look bigger.  A small God, inconsequential, one that can be 
adequately defined by our own experiences and understanding.  
That’s what people want.  For such a God is harmless, he doesn’t 
make too many demands upon their lives, and they can continue 
to live as if they themselves are in control of their own lives, doing 
what they want to do and appealing to God whenever it seems 
necessary or appropriate.

David Wells puts it this way,  “It is because God now rests so 
inconsequentially upon the Church that the church is free to plot 
and to devise is success in its own way.”  God rests 
inconsequentially upon the church today!  That phrase grasps my 
attention.  And I fully agree with it.  God is perceived to be very 
small today.  The church, operating like a successful business, 
doesn’t seem to be affected much by God’s presence.  And even 
in worship, it is not the presence of God that is emphasized, but 
the comfort of the congregation.  Indeed, “God now rests so 
inconsequentially upon the Church” today.  He is a very small 
god. 

But the Bible presents to us a very big God, and all of our 
theology, all of our doctrine of God must focus upon that bigness.  
God is God, and we are but creatures.  Creatures created in his 
image, to be sure, but still creatures.  Finite, mortal, humble, and 
morally wretched creatures.  

And so I will preach to you a big God.  And in worship, I will 

endeavor to humbly lead you into the presence of that God.  That 
is the perspective that you need to have when you come to 
worship.  There ought not to be a yearning for casualness and 
informality.  There ought not to be any satisfaction with a 
superficial or sentimental encounter with God, and there should 
be great dissatisfaction in your soul if we come only to be 
entertained and to meet one another’s needs.  There is 
something profoundly different about this hour or so we spend in 
worship in this sanctuary.  We have come to meet with God.

And we meet with a God who reveals himself as a trinity.  I 
can’t fully define or explain all the details of that trinity, but I don’t 
say that lightheartedly or the least big jokingly.  I simply admit that 
God is so big, so complex, so full of glory, that I understand and 
know but a glimpse of him.  And part of that glimpse that I do 
know, that is made so clear in these chapters of the gospel of 
John that we have been studying, is that God the Father and God 
the Son are one.  They are one God.  And that truth is repeated 
with emphasis in our text this morning, where,

I. JESUS JOINS HIMSELF TO HIS FATHER.
In response to the horrible accusation that he was demon 

possessed, Jesus spoke simply of, “My father.”
v.49

He’s making obvious reference to what he has already told 
these Jews.

v.42

And, v.38
Also, v.19

There is an absolute, inseparable connection.  To have God 
the Father, is to have Jesus.  To know God, is to know Jesus.  
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Jesus’ enemies said to him, “You’re nuts.  You’re crazy.”  
Specifically, “you have a demon.”  And they insulted him.  “You’re 
a Samaritan.”  A half-breed, not a real Jew, anyway.  It was a 
cruel and biting harassment, and Jesus’ immediate defense is 
really no defense of himself at all.  We read simply that,

A.  Jesus seeks his father’s glory, not his own.
What a great answer to the charge of demon-possession!  

What a great response to a personal insult.  Instead of becoming 
defensive, he simply explains why his words seem so strange to 
those Jews.

v.48-49

“You may insult me, but I honor my father.”  That’s Jesus’ 
identification and explanation.  Everything I do, I do for the honor 
and glory of the one who sent me.  I came to do his will, and to 
obey his word.  We’ve seen this before.

John 4:34  Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of 
Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.”

And John 6:38  “For I have come down from heaven, not to do 
My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.”

Let me say two things about that, by way of application.  First, 
if we would claim to be children of God, and therefore, brothers 
and joint-heirs with Jesus, we ought to make the same priority for 
our own lives.  Your food, the very thing that makes you tick, that 
which you live for and which sustains your life, is to do the will of 
God your father.  You need to be wiling to reach that point, and 
the preaching of the word ought to stir you to that desire, if it is 
fading or the least bit cold.   Your purpose in life, your primary 
objective, your overarching ambition, must be to do the will of 
God!

Now secondly, let me say, that for Jesus those words meant 
something that they will never mean for you or me, for Jesus 
came to do something we can not do ourselves.  He came as the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  He came to lay down his own life as 
the penalty which our sins deserved, which God’s wrath and 
justice demanded.  And in doing so, to redeem and save unto 
eternal life all those whom the father would give to him.

And if you have never trusted him for your salvation, then you 
need to do it now.  You need to embrace Christ, and accept his 
work as the satisfaction of God’s justice, and as the means by 
which you will be cleansed of your horrible sins.

Jesus seeks his father’s glory, not his own.  And with that 
priority, something will always happen, to us as it did to Jesus.

B.  Jesus is glorified by his father, not by himself.
Because Jesus seeks his father’s glory, his father glorifies 

him!
v.54-55

That’s the meaning of,
v.50

Indeed, self-praise and self-glory is nothing.  It is empty, 
despite the psychologizers of our age who insist that such things 
are absolutely essential.  Those who seek to glory in themselves 
discover that they are empty, and that is the inevitable 
consequence of the modern focus on the self.

Why is that? Because glory, or esteem, or whatever you want 
to call, isn’t something you obtain by pursuing it.  It is given by 
God, as a consequence of your willingness to deny yourself, and 
to seek his glory.  In Jesus’ words, “He who finds his life will lose 
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it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.”

“If I honor myself, my honor nothing.”  If I esteem myself, my 
esteem is nothing.”  It is God who must honor you!  And it is the 
honor and glory and esteem that God gives that you ought to 
seek.   And when does God honor you?  When you seek HIS 
honor?

Do you see how that all fits together!  “Let this mind be in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus.”

Well, Jesus still has to answer his enemies.  And in this 
regard, his answer is powerful.

C.  Jesus declares that those who dishonor him dishonor 
his father.
Here is the devastating rebuke.
Again, v.48-49

That is what provoked the response of,
v.50
Also, v.52-53

That provokes the response of,
v.54

If you dishonor Jesus, you dishonor God.  Period.  If you deny 
the deity of Jesus, if you deny the supernatural identity of Jesus, if 
you deny the moral perfection and sinlessness of Jesus, you deny 
the very nature and person of God.  If you curse Jesus, you curse 
God.  If you reject Jesus, you reject God.

For Jesus and His father are One.

Now, what does that have to do with my life today, anyway?  
I’ll be glad to answer that question.  It has to do with your 
relationship with God, with a big God.  It has to do with your 
knowledge of God, and therefore with the condition of your soul.  I 
would dare say that if you have no interest in knowing God more 
deeply and more fully, then you can’t rightly say that your goal is 
to honor him.  

Honoring God is not just a matter of what you do.  Christianity 
is not simply a matter of what you do.  It’s what you think.  What 
you know.  What you believe.  It is a matter of how clearly and 
how accurately and how personally you know God, as he has 
revealed himself in Scripture.

If you wish to honor God, then you must know Jesus, and 
know him well, for they are joined together.

Right in the middle of all that, Jesus introduces a new subject, 
life.  And that’s what it’s all about, isn’t it?  Life.  Life with God.  
Eternal life.

II. JESUS PROCLAIMS LIFE IN HIS FATHER.
v.51

Note the condition, though.  “If anyone keeps my word...”  If 
anyone does my word, obeys my word, lives in my word, and 
abides in my word.  Not just believes the truth, but does the truth.  
There is no room for a false assurance given to those who 
embrace the truth of Christ only in outward form, for those 
unwilling to live for Christ.

There is no sense that the gospel is simply what we might call, 
fire insurance.  An insurance policy that you purchase to protect 
you in the event of a catastrophe.  In other words, the gospel isn’t 
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merely a protection and a release from the torment of the eternal 
fires of hell that has no effect or impact upon the way that you live 
today!  The promise of life is given to those who live for Christ!  
And that promise is given in the context of eternal death, for 
Jesus had just mentioned that,

A.  God the Father will execute the judgment of eternal 
death.

v.50

“There is one who judges!”

That judgement is what he refers to as “death” in verse 51, the 
second death, the eternal death, the death of hell, the death of 
everlasting damnation.  That death is so graphically described 
with these words,

Rev. 19:11  “Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 
horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like 
a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a 
name written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was 
clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The 
Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His 
mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the 
nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He 
Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a 
name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.”

And,  Rev.20:11 “Then I saw a great white throne and Him 
who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled 
away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the 

dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were 
opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. 
And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things 
which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead 
who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who 
were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his 
works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the 
Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.”

That is what will come, at the end of this age.  That is what will 
take place, when Jesus returns in all his glory and triumph.  The 
second death of the lake of fire.  And will come to all men, all who 
do not know and believe in Jesus Christ.  And the message of the 
gospel is this,

B.  Jesus releases his people from the sentence of eternal 
death.

v.51
You will never see death!  

The great point of teaching about the second death of fire and 
brimstone is to be able to say this, there is a way to escape it.  
There is a way to be released from that condemnation.  But only 
one way!  One way to escape the fires of hell, and it is not the 
way of your own good works!  It is the way of faith in Jesus Christ.

Jesus releases his people from that eternal sentence. 
v.51

Instead, Jesus would taste that death for us, as our substitute, 
enduring the  pain and justice of that condemnation, satisfying the 
wrath of God, as our substitute.  He acted in our place.  And so 
we read in,
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Heb. 2:9  “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than 
the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and 
honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for 
everyone.”

Jesus tasted death, that is, he experienced the fullness of 
death, so that you and I wouldn’t have, you who trust him and 
honor him with your lives here and now.  

Remember when God inflicted that sentence of death, eternal 
death, upon man.  It was right after the fall, right after Adam and 
Eve sinned against God by eating the forbidden fruit.  God had 
forewarned them,

Gen.2:17 “...of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

And God kept his word.  
Gen. 3:19  “In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till 

you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust 
you are, And to dust you shall return.”

That physical mortality was but the outward evidence of their 
spiritual death, their separation from God.  And that sentence of 
divine justice is removed from us by the work of Jesus Christ.

Now, it is obvious that believers still die in the flesh.  That is, 
we are still mortal, our bodies are still subject to disease and 
decay, and ultimately to death.  But the sting of that death is 
removed by the victory of Christ.  For when we die, in the Lord, in 
faith, our souls immediately go to be with God in heaven.  And 
while our physical bodies do return to the dust, where they decay, 
they will be raised again at the last day!  And that future 
resurrection of our bodies is what will happen to us at the last 

judgment!  Not eternal condemnation, but eternal life, body and 
soul reunited.  And that is the greatest glory of the gospel of 
salvation.

1 Cor.15:51  “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has 
put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is 
swallowed up in victory." 55 "O Death, where is your sting? O 
Hades, where is your victory?" 56 The sting of death is sin, and 
the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Now, I believe those things!  I believe in the resurrection of the 
dead.  Therefore, to quote the godly Puritan pastor, Richard 
Baxter, on his own deathbed, “I groan but I do not grumble.”   
Flesh and blood will feel the struggle of death, but we are 
released from the eternal condemnation of spiritual death.  And so 
with incredibly powerful pastoral applications, we are taught by 
the Apostle Paul,

1 Thes. 4:13  “I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as 
others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep 
in Jesus...18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.”

Comfort one another with this great hope, the hope of life.  
The hope of life for those who have died in the Lord.  The hope of 
assurance for those facing death, as they trust in Jesus.  
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And this is intensely practical, for this is where we live, isn’t it.  
We live with the awareness of death all around us.  And we feel it 
as a church body.  So how do we respond?  What can we say?  
As you deal with the reality of death in your own life, and in the 
lives of those around you whom you love dearly, keep in mind this 
great promise,

v.51

Let me go one step deeper.  To live and to believe in Jesus 
means that you must know him, and know him well, so let me end 
by emphasizing something is primarily doctrinal.  That is, the 
doctrine of Christ.  One specific doctrine about Christ.  His 
eternity.  For in our text this morning,

III. JESUS CLAIMS TO BE ETERNAL WITH HIS FATHER.
Let me be sure that you understand me in this.  I don’t want to 

teach you this doctrine merely so that you will have more doctrinal 
knowledge.  There is no value in what we call ivory tower 
theology, that is, theology that remains purely in the theoretical or 
speculative realm.  But this doctrine, this doctrine I proclaim to 
you today, is so that you will know Jesus more deeply.  And by 
knowing him, trust him more fully.  And by trusting him, 
experience the great benefits of this promise of life that he has 
given..

The doctrine is given in,
v.58

Jesus is claiming,
A.  Eternal pre-existence.
Before Abraham was born, I existed.  I lived, I was alive.  
We found that doctrine of Jesus’ eternity in the first verses of 

this great gospel,

John 1:1  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him 
nothing was made that was made.”

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth,” 
that’s how the Bible begins.  And we are to understand that in the 
beginning, Jesus existed with God.  And therefore, that he was 
God.

J.C. Ryle comments that “all attempts to evade this 
explanation appear to me so preposterous that it is waste of time 
to notice them.”

This pre-existence is a very definition of God, and this claim 
by Jesus is a clear and irrefutable evidence that he was God 
himself, in the flesh.  The fullness of the godhead rested in him.  
And, therefore, his existence is not defined by time, as ours 
existence is.  Jesus is God, and existed with God as the second 
person of the trinity from before the foundation of the world.  He is 
independent of, and transcends beyond, our concept of time.

None of us can claim such a thing, can we?  None of us can 
claim to be eternal, in the sense of eternity past.  Everyone of us 
had a beginning, and that beginning defines our creaturely 
humanity.  I am particularly aware of this emphasis on our age as 
humans and our own finite beginnings because just two months 
ago to the day, I passed one of those milestones of time, my 50th 
birthday.  And that what makes all of this so meaningful and 
practical.  Fifty certainly seems a lot younger than it used to be, 
but the truth is, we do have a finite beginning.  We do have a 
specified age, and as our age advances, our bodies begin to 
deteriorate.  That process is so particularly painful when it is 
accelerated in those who are relatively young.  But Jesus rises 
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above all of that.  And in Jesus, we can rise above all of that.  For 
Jesus is the eternal God.  He has always lived, and always shall.

Heb. 13:8  “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever.”

Specifically, Jesus proves his point by referring to Abraham.
v.56-58

Abraham saw the day of Christ!  Abraham, by faith, knew 
Christ.  He knew of the Messiah.  He knew of God’s promise to 
him, that in him, all the nations would be blessed.  He knew that 
blessing would come through the working of the messiah.  And he 
rejoiced!  

Specifically, Abraham rejoiced in the birth of his son, Isaac, 
through whose line the messiah would come, through whom God 
would bless all the nations of the world.  And so, as we read in 
Hebrews of Abraham, among the other men of faith,

Heb.11:13  “These all died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, 
embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth.”

Eternal pre-existence.  And with it,

B.  Eternal self-existence.
v.58
“I am”

That is the name  Jesus took for himself, the very name God 
used for himself in the OT.

Ex. 3:13  Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to 
the children of Israel and say to them, `The God of your fathers 
has sent me to you,' and they say to me, `What is His name?' 
what shall I say to them?” 14 And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO 
I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, `I 
AM has sent me to you.'” 15 Moreover God said to Moses, “Thus 
you shall say to the children of Israel: `The LORD God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever, and this is 
My memorial to all generations.'”

Jesus was claiming to be God, to possess the divine nature.  
And the Jews understood that perfectly, and wanted to kill him for 
what they considered blasphemy.

v.59

The name “I am” means that Jesus lives and exists as God, in 
himself.  With no reference to anyone else, with no dependence 
upon anyone else.  “I am who I am.”  I define myself.  I determine 
everything about myself.  I am God, and there is no other.

In the words recorded by the OT prophet Isaiah,
Is.43:10  “You are My witnesses," says the LORD, "And My 

servant whom I have chosen, That you may know and believe 
Me, And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God 
formed, Nor shall there be after Me. 11 I, even I, am the LORD, 
And besides Me there is no savior. 12 I have declared and saved, 
I have proclaimed, And there was no foreign god among you; 
Therefore you are My witnesses," Says the LORD, "that I am 
God. 13 Indeed before the day was, I am He; And there is no one 
who can deliver out of My hand; I work, and who will reverse it?”

I am God, and there is no other.  That’s what God says, what 
he has always said, and what he says to us!  There is one true 

Page �  of �7 8



and living God, and there are no others!

And this great and awesome God, this very big God, says to 
you, “Believe on me and you will be saved.  Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and you will be saved.  Abide in his word, and you 
shall not see death.”

Thus Jesus says of himself,
John 11:25  “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who 

believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever 
lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
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