
Free Indeed
John 8:21-46

We read an awful description of life during the days of the 
judges in Israel in the last verse of the book of Judges, “In those 
days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in 
his own eyes.”

Now, many people today would call that freedom, wouldn’t 
they?  The freedom of choice.  The freedom to choose to do 
whatever I want to do, whatever is right in my own eyes.  And 
don’t you dare try to infringe upon my freedom of choice.  

We are so familiar with those words in the debates regarding 
abortion, aren’t we?  Freedom of choice, even though most 
people now have to admit that a baby is a baby long before the 
arbitrary 26th week of pregnancy which our Supreme Court 
defined.  Think about it.  Freedom of choice to put an end to the 
life of a living human being, and that so-called right has become a 
hallmark of American culture.    

The same words are used in other contexts.  Freedom for 
many means sexual freedom, freedom from any restraints placed 
upon the intimate physical relationship God has designed for 
marriage.  We now have freedom of speech, which is used to 
defend everything from pornography to blatant blasphemy to 
absolutely disgusting filth of unimaginable proportions.  Freedom!  
Freedom for young people means freedom from authority.  
Freedom from the authority of their parents.  Wives want freedom 
from the authority of their husbands.  But is all of that real 
freedom?

But think about it.  Are those who over-indulge themselves 
with alcohol in their self-proclaimed freedom really free?  Are they 

free indeed?  What about those given to mind-altering drugs?  Is 
that freedom?  Is the young and insecure high school girl who 
turns to physical intimacy in a desperate search for some male 
affection and attention free in her promiscuity?  Is her choice to 
surrender the moral purity of her body an expression of freedom?  
Certainly not.  In fact, it becomes slavery.  Are men who are 
hopelessly hooked on pornography free?  Is that freedom?  
Those who believe themselves free to do what God says is sin 
are slaves to that sin.  It is slavery.  

In order to make that slavery seem not so bad, and in order to 
minimize the personal responsibility that is ours as moral 
creatures created in the image of God, we label many such things 
addictions.  But an addiction is nothing more than an 
imprisonment.  Slavery to sin, that does often have medical and 
physical consequences.  But indulgence without restraint is what 
brings addiction.  Indulgence brings slavery.  

Indulgence doesn’t define freedom, it destroys it.  The world 
would say that freedom is the right to do whatever seems right in 
your own eyes.  But that’s not what Jesus says.  Freedom, he 
says, real freedom, is experienced by those who live and abide in 
his word.  It is the truth of God’s word, the truth of God’s law, that 
sets us free.

And that’s our subject this morning.  And there are many 
people who do not have that freedom, including many to whom 
Jesus was speaking in John 8, those who would not believe in 
him.  And his words are striking.

I. THOSE WHO D NOT BELIEVE IN JESUS SHALL DIE IN 
THEIR SINS.
He’s very blunt, isn’t he?
v.21
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And, v.24
They will die in their sins, that is, they will die under the curse 

and condemnation of their sins.  They will die under the sentence 
of God’s eternal justice for their sins.  And in verse 21, it is just the 
singular, “sin.”  They will die in their sin, their singular sin of 
unbelief and rebellion.

To die in sin is to die under the condemning wrath of God, and 
to be justly sentenced to eternal damnation in hell, permanently 
separated from God for all eternity.

That is the future that awaits those who believe that freedom 
means freedom to sin, freedom to do whatever seems right in 
their own eyes.  Jesus speaks to those who await such a 
judgment, and he shows them the way unto life.  It is the way of 
faith.

Again, v.24
In that verse,

A.  Jesus calls unbelievers to believe in his eternal deity.
Look at that verse closely.  Notice that the word “he” is 

italicized in the NKJV.  That means, the word isn’t in the original, 
but is added by the English translators to complete the thought 
that is implied in the original.  The NIV adds a lot, “the one I claim 
to be.”  But perhaps we’d be better off leaving out the word “he.”  
Jesus says, quite literally, ‘You must believe that ‘I am.’

Now, I hope you recognize that as the great self-revelation of 
God from the OT!  

Ex. 3:13  Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to 
the children of Israel and say to them, `The God of your fathers 
has sent me to you,' and they say to me, `What is His name?' 

what shall I say to them?” 14 And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO 
I AM." And He said, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, `I 
AM has sent me to you.'”

There is more description given in verses such as,
Is.43:10  “Before Me there was no God formed, Nor shall there 

be after Me. 11 I, even I, am the LORD, And besides Me there is 
no savior. 12 I have declared and saved, I have proclaimed, And 
there was no foreign god among you; Therefore you are My 
witnesses," Says the LORD, "that I am God. 13 Indeed before the 
day was, I am He; And there is no one who can deliver out of My 
hand; I work, and who will reverse it?”

What does that mean?  What does the name “I am” mean?  It 
means that God is independent.  He is self-existing.  He is self-
defining.  None of us can use that name of ourselves, for none of 
us are self-existing.  None of us are eternal.  You have a 
beginning.  Every one of you.  You have an origin.  You have a 
mother and a father.  You were begotten and conceived everyone 
of you in exactly the same way.  And when you were born, you 
were given a name.  And that name was the name of the one who 
brought you into this world and gave birth to you.

God has no such origin, and no such name.  His name is 
simply, “I am.”  The Hebrew Jahweh, or Jehovah, has that basic 
meaning.  “I am.”  And Jesus uses that name here in John 8, the 
name of eternal deity.   

v.24
And, v.28

Skip ahead to, v.58

That is as bold and as clear a statement of eternal deity as 
can possibly be made.  And Jesus’ point is that unless you believe 
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in that, unless you believe in his eternal deity, his eternal 
godhead, then you will die in your sins and suffer the 
condemnation of eternal torment in the fires of hell!  Also,

B.  Jesus calls unbelievers to believe in his eternal father 
who sent him.

In other words, you can’t have one without the other.  You 
can’t have Jesus, without the father.  And you can’t have the 
father without the son.  

v.25-27

This has been a repeated emphasis, if you remember our 
studies of previous chapters in John.  Jesus repeatedly speaks of 
his origin, where he came from.  He speaks of his father who sent 
him, from the beginning of his ministry, he says in verse 25.  And 
he claims truth for his father, and he claims faithfulness in 
speaking what his father told him to speak.  But they didn’t 
understand.  They wouldn’t understand.

This is the doctrine of the Trinity, in its practical definition.  
That doctrine is hard to understand in all the fine points of 
theological precision.  But it’s not hard to define at its most basic 
level.  God the Father, God the Son, and as we’ll study later in 
John, God the son, are all one God, equal in power and glory, 
though existing and being revealed to us in three distinct persons.  
Equal persons in terms of deity, who related to us in the family 
relationship of father and son.  So, Jesus calls unbelievers to 
believe in his eternal father who sent him, and,

C.  Jesus calls unbelievers to believe that he and his 
father are one God.

That Jesus teaches with the authority of God, that Jesus 
reveals in himself the identity of God, and the doctrine of God. 

v.28-30
This is a message of greatest importance, isn’t it?  That those 

who do not believe these things, those who do not believe in 
Jesus in this way, shall die in their sins.  And,

II. THOSE WHO DIE IN THEIR SINS SHALL BE 
SEPARATED FROM GOD FOREVER.

In other words, there is a hell!  There is a final judgment.  
There is a place of eternal torment, where the fires of God’s wrath 
and justice are never quenched.  It is a place defined by the 
absence of God’s presence, but the withdrawal of his 
countenance.

Specifically, as we see in these verses,

A.  After death, unbelievers shall not be able to be with 
God.

All religions aren’t the same, and they don’t all lead to the 
same place.  All religions don’t lead to God, and all the multiplied 
gods of all the false religions are just that, false gods.

Those who die in their sins, who die with stubborn rebellion 
and rejection of Jesus Christ, shall not see God!  They will not go 
where Jesus himself would go after his death.

v.21

“You shall seek me,” he says, but too late.  We saw the same 
thing in,

John 7:33  “Then Jesus said to them, "I shall be with you a 
little while longer, and then I go to Him who sent Me. 34 "You will 
seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you cannot come.”

We must be willing to say these things, particularly in the face 
of the multiculturalism and ecumenical spirit of our age.  We must 
be willing to say these things in an age when people will accuse 
us of hate for saying them!  We must be willing to say these 
things in the midst of the spirit of religious tolerance and 
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universalism in which we live.  When they die, when they die in 
their sins, unbelievers shall not be able to be with God.

Let me add a quick note to say this.  This does not refer to a 
believer who commits a sin, and dies before he has opportunity to 
express repentance.  It doesn’t mean that if you are a Christian, 
but commit a sin and before you take the opportunity to ask God 
to forgive you, and are killed in an automobile accident, that you 
will be sent to hell.  It does not mean that, for the promise to all 
who are in Christ is that there is no condemnation.  You are 
certainly exhorted to repentance, but God does not withdraw his 
salvation every time you sin, restoring it only upon  the specific 
words of repentance that you offer.  No, salvation is never 
withdrawn.  Justification is never cancelled.  Believers in Jesus 
Christ are never made liable to God’s condemning wrath.  And, I 
might add, you can  be quite sure that you will die with some sins 
unconfessed, for you are still unable to recognize many of your 
sins within your own heart!

But unbelievers, those who reject Jesus, they shall not be able 
to be with God with they die, for they do, indeed, die in their sins.

We have a great account of that in the story of the rich man 
and Lazarus, which is perhaps the best glimpse into the states of 
heaven and hell given to us in all of Scripture.  I don’t believe that 
this is merely a parable, that is, a grand illustration used by Jesus 
to communicate some spiritual truth.  But since real people are 
described, I believe it to be a real experience.

Luke 16:19 "There was a certain rich man who was clothed in 
purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. 20 "But 
there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was 
laid at his gate, 21 "desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell 
from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his 

sores. 22 "So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the 
angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was 
buried. 23 "And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes 
and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 "Then 
he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ 25 "But Abraham said, 
‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good 
things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted 
and you are tormented. 26 ‘And besides all this, between us and 
you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass 
from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’ 27 
"Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send 
him to my father’s house, 28 ‘for I have five brothers, that he may 
testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ 29 
"Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let 
them hear them.’ 30 "And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one 
goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 "But he said to 
him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they 
be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’”

After death, it’s too late.
Heb.9:27  “...it is appointed for men to die once, but after this 

the judgment.”  

B.  After death, unbelievers shall not be able to go to 
heaven.

Which is, of course, the place of God’s presence.
v.22-23

“You are from below,” the earth.  You belong to the earth, and 
that’s all, Jesus says.  And he says, “I belong to heaven.”  “I am 
from above.”  And that’s where I will be going.
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As the Scripture says so plainly,
Acts 4:12  “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no 

other name under heaven given among men by which we must 
be saved.”

After death, unbelievers shall not be able to go to heaven.  
And so we read things like this about heaven, described in the 
book of Revelation as the New Jerusalem,

Rev. 22:14  “Blessed are those who do His commandments, 
that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter 
through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and 
sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and 
whoever loves and practices a lie.”

And,
Rev. 21:21 “The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each 

individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the city was 
pure gold, like transparent glass. 22 But I saw no temple in it, for 
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city 
had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory 
of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 24 And the nations of 
those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the 
earth bring their glory and honor into it. 25 Its gates shall not be 
shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). 26 And they shall 
bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it. 27 But there 
shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an 
abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb's 
Book of Life.”

As our Shorter Catechism defines it, “All mankind by their fall 
lost communion with God, are under his wrath and curse, and so 
made liable to all miseries in this life, to death itself, and to the 
pains of hell forever.”

To escape those pains of hell, you must believe in Jesus.  You 
must trust him, and you must do so in truth.  Not mere words.  Not 
empty faith, so to speak.  Not just intellectual assent or doctrinal 
understanding.  In Jesus’ words, “you must abide in him.”  You 
must abide in his word.  That is, you must live in accordance with 
his word, in humble dependence upon his word.  Not in self-
righteous hypocrisy.

It’s that external, hypocritical faith that Jesus rebukes here, for 
we read in verse 30 of those who believed in him, but in verses 
31 and following it is apparent that he is not referring to genuine 
saving faith.  But continues his rebuke, but with a marvelously 
positive point.  And the point is freedom.  In rebuking those who 
apparently only pretend to believe in him in a superficial manner, 
Jesus says,

v.31-32

And also, v.36

Freedom.  Freedom indeed.  That is, in truth.  In reality.  In 
substance.  If the son makes you free, you shall really be free.

III. THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN JESUS SHALL HAVE REAL 
FREEDOM.

Real freedom.  Back to my introduction.  What is freedom?  
The world would say, “Freedom is the right to do whatever seems 
right in my own eyes.”  In other words, indulgence.  If it feels 
good, do it.  That’s freedom, so says our world.

Freedom isn’t what country singer Willie Nelson makes it out 
to be.  Someone asked him about par on a golf course.  “Par is 
anything I want it to be,” he said. “Do you see that hole over 
there? That's a par 47 and yesterday I birdied it!” 
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But freedom isn’t merely the right to determine what is par, 
what is normal.  God defines that.  I have another definition of 
freedom.  Freedom is the ability to do what you know is right.  
Freedom is ability!  Ability to do what is right.  Ability not to sin!

A.  Real freedom is freedom from slavery to sin.
That is what Jesus is talking about, though the Jews didn’t 

have a clue about it.
v.33

The answer is clear.
v.34

Now, a word of explanation.  The Greek verb tenses are much 
more accurate than English, and the verb for “commits sin” does 
not refer to a singular act of sin, or even a repetition of individual 
sins.  For that describes all of us, even as believers.  We still sin.  
But in verse 34, the emphasis is on the continuing and abiding 
habit of sin, “he who continues to live in sin,” in the continual 
pattern of sin.  Such a one is a slave of that sin. 

We see the same idea in,
1 John 3:8  “He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has 

sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 9 
Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed 
remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of 
God.”

The point is simple.  If you think freedom means that you are 
free to continue living in your sin with no regard for God or his 
laws, then you have fooled yourself.  You are deceived.  You are 
not living in freedom.  You have become a slave.  That’s the 
nature of sin.  It enslaves.  And as a slave, you are subject to 

losing everything at the wish of the master.  You are not a son and 
have no inheritance.

v.35

Freedom, real freedom, comes when you are no longer a 
slave, but made a son!  Real freedom comes, when you are freed 
from the slavery to sin.

v.36

That is the freedom that we have in Christ.  That is the 
freedom we have as children of God, saved by grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ.  Freedom from the dominion of sin.  Turn 
with me to,

Rom.6:11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead 
indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should 
obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to 
God as being alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have 
dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 
(Romans 6:11-14, NKJV).

And even more explicitly,
Rom.6:15  “What then? Shall we sin because we are not 

under law but under grace? Certainly not! 16 Do you not know 
that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that 
one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or 
of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked 
that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart 
that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having 
been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 19 I 
speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For 
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just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, 
and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present 
your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. 20 For 
when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 
righteousness. 21 What fruit did you have then in the things of 
which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is 
death. 22 But now having been set free from sin, and having 
become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the 
end, everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift 
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

So actually, our freedom is really another form of slavery.  
Slavery to righteousness.  Slaves of God.  Slaves of obedience.  
Righteousness is now our master.  Or so it is to be.

Now, many Christians find themselves struggling to 
experience that, because they find themselves seemingly 
enslaved to sin, just like non-Christians.  You might have that 
experience.  You might feel the experience which Paul describes 
with such personal pain, 

Rom. 7:15  “For what I am doing, I do not understand. For 
what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do. 
16 If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law that it is 
good. 17 But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in 
me. 18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good 
dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is 
good I do not find. 19 For the good that I will to do, I do not do; 
but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. 20 Now if I do what I will 
not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 21 I 
find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to 
do good. 22 For I delight in the law of God according to the 
inward man. 23 But I see another law in my members, warring 
against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 

law of sin which is in my members. 24 O wretched man that I am! 
Who will deliver me from this body of death?”

But Paul doesn’t end there.  He doesn’t end concluding 
hopelessly that he is a slave to sin.  He doesn’t remain in that 
wretched condition.

Rom. 7:25  “I thank God--through Jesus Christ our Lord! So 
then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the 
flesh the law of sin.”

It is the good doctrine of this chapter in Romans 6 that should 
give you hope, because the exhortation given in the chapter is 
really a promise.  Satan sometimes confuses you, and makes you 
feel like you are a slave to sin, but you are not!  You can resist it.  
You can resist the temptation.  You can resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you.  You can walk in newness of life.  As slaves of God, 
you can walk in righteousness.  You can, because God gives you 
the ability!  And that’s your  freedom.

“If the son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.”

Real freedom is freedom from slavery to sin.  And in Christ, 
you have that freedom.  You have been adopted as sons, you 
have been redeemed and justified, your guilt is removed.  God’s 
condemnation is removed.  And you have the ability not to sin!  
You have the freedom not to sin.

It is the truth of that doctrine that ought to be the source of 
strength and encouragement for you when you find yourself 
fighting the great battles with sin in your life.  You are free.  Jesus 
has set you free.  The truth has set you free.  And,
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B.  Real freedom is freedom to live according to God’s 
truth.

So the test Jesus gives, the rebuke he offers to those who 
gave an appearance of believing in him, is simple.  Only those 
who “abide in my word,” Jesus says, “are my disciples.”

Only those who live and abide in this great freedom can rightly 
claim to be his disciple.

But what does it mean to “abide in his word?”  To live 
according to his truth.  To live according to his law.  To walk in his 
ways.  And when you stumble and fall, when you sin, to confess 
and turn away from your sin.

And so real freedom is freedom from slavery to sin.  But more.  
It is the freedom of living in obedience, living according to the 
truth, God’s truth.

So where does that leave you?  If you believe in Jesus only in 
an outward sense, only in mind but not in life, then you are left 
with a great warning.  If you live with the sense that freedom 
means you can do whatever you want, not under the authority of 
God, then you need to be greatly warned, for if you die in your 
sins, you will not go to heaven.

But if you know that God has saved you, that he has 
redeemed you from the condemnation of your sin, but you still 
struggle with sin, then here is a great encouragement!  You are 
free!  Free to do what you know is right.  So in your struggles, ask 
God for his help.  Submit yourselves to God.  Resist the devil, and 
he will flee from you.  

“For if the sons sets you free, you shall be free indeed.”
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