
My Feet Had Almost Slipped
Habakkuk 2:2-20

It really can be a tough problem.  You are working hard to be 
faithful to God in all areas of your life, and things are tough.  
Nothing comes easy for you.  And then there is that other person, 
someone with no commitment to the Lord at all, yet everything 
seems to be going well for him.

Asaph had that problem, one he records for us in the 
troublesome words of Psalm 73.  Asaph, one of the singers, knew 
God and he was taught to believe, as it is written in verse one of 
the psalm, that,

Ps. 73:1  “Truly God is good to Israel, To such as are pure in 
heart.”

But, he goes to say,
Ps.73:2  “But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled; My 

steps had nearly slipped. 3 For I was envious of the boastful, 
When I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 4 For there are no 
pangs in their death, But their strength is firm. 5 They are not in 
trouble as other men, Nor are they plagued like other men. 6 
Therefore pride serves as their necklace; Violence covers them 
like a garment. 7 Their eyes bulge with abundance; They have 
more than heart could wish. 8 They scoff and speak wickedly 
concerning oppression; They speak loftily. 9 They set their mouth 
against the heavens, And their tongue walks through the earth. 10 
Therefore his people return here, And waters of a full cup are 
drained by them. 11 And they say, "How does God know? And is 
there knowledge in the Most High?" 12 Behold, these are the 
ungodly, Who are always at ease; They increase in riches.”

Asaph’s conclusion was an unhappy one, sadly the same 

conclusion some people today reach.

Ps.73:13  “Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain, And 
washed my hands in innocence. 14 For all day long I have been 
plagued, And chastened every morning. 15 If I had said, "I will 
speak thus," Behold, I would have been untrue to the generation 
of Your children. 16 When I thought how to understand this, It was 
too painful for me--”

So what straightened him out?  What was the turning point in 
the psalm?

Ps.73:17  “Until I went into the sanctuary of God; Then I 
understood their end. 18 Surely You set them in slippery places; 
You cast them down to destruction. 19 Oh, how they are brought 
to desolation, as in a moment! They are utterly consumed with 
terrors. 20 As a dream when one awakes, So, Lord, when You 
awake, You shall despise their image.”

Asaph entered God’s presence, the sanctuary, and 
immediately he knew the answer to his dilemma.  He came to 
understand the final destiny of the wicked.  No matter how well 
their lives seem to be going now, they will be brought down to 
ruin.  Asaph put his eyes back upon the Lord and upon the Lord’s 
purposes, and stopped feeling sorry for himself.

Habakkuk does the same thing.

As you remember from last time, Habakkuk had a problem.  
There was wickedness in the nation of God’s people, Judah.  
Habakkuk’s first complaint to God was simple, “How long must I 
put up with this lawlessness and wickedness?”

God answered, “Within your lifetime, I will bring the 
Babylonians down upon the nation of Judah in judgment.”
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But then Habakkuk had a bigger problem, a more serious 
complaint, in his own eyes.  “How God a holy God use a wicked 
nation to carry out his purposes?”  

We ended two weeks ago with Habakkuk waiting for an 
answer.  Chapter 2 is God’s answer.  The overall answer is the 
same one as Asaph found in Psalm 73.  The answer to that 
complaint is to understand that the final destiny of the wicked is 
judgment.

Let’s look first at,
v.4

In this verse, God says to the prophet, over here are the 
wicked, the Babylonians particularly.  And over here are the 
righteous, the true people of God in Judah.  God says, “I will 
separate them and I will make sure that my people are always 
protected and established.”

Ultimately, God answers the prophet by saying that he will not 
allow the wicked to overtake and abolish the identity of God’s 
people.  Instead,

I. GOD WILL VINDICATE HIS TRUE PEOPLE.
God will always be able to say, “Here are my people.”

And he will always be able to say, “Here are the wicked.”

Illus:  Sometimes, the lines get blurred in our experiences.  
They get blurred in this country, and especially in this part of the 
country.  How do you identify those who are God’s people and 
those who are not?  Church membership certainly doesn’t 
accomplish the task.  Sadly, it is very likely that lots of people who 

are on church rolls across the country don’t really know Christ at 
all.  Church attendance doesn’t help either.  Lots of people go to 
church on Sunday, and live however they please the rest of the 
week.  Outward profession of faith is even hard, because lots of 
people know the words to speak but don’t have lives that reflect 
any commitment to Christ.  And you can’t just look at someone’s 
life either, for there are lots of “good people” who just aren’t 
interested in the things of the Lord, often because they see 
themselves as just as good or better than people who go to 
church.

So how do we tell who is one of the wicked and who is one of 
God’s true people?

Look again at,
v.4

First, the wicked.

A.  The wicked will be characterized by their pride.
Behold, the proud.  “He is puffed up.”  Or, perhaps, “Look, as 

for the proud one, his soul is not right within him.”

That’s where you have to look to determine whether or not a 
person is one of God’s true people.  His soul.  Only we can’t see 
the soul.  But we can see the outward evidence of pride.

The one whose chief characteristic is pride, the one who is 
puffed up, the one who is swelled up inside himself, his soul is not 
right!  

Clearly, God is telling Habakkuk that the nation of Babylon is 
the example of such pride.  God is telling Habakkuk that the soul 
of Babylon is not right, they are not upright within.  God knows 
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that, even though he is using them to bring judgment upon his 
own people Judah.

“Look over here, here is Babylon.”  They are proud.  Their soul 
is not straight.  They are numbered among the wicked.

But over here, here are the righteous.  And,

B.  The righteous will be characterized by their faith.
v.4
“The righteous shall live by faith!”

Have you heard that before?
Of course, that verse, as it is quoted in the book of Romans, 

was the one verse that brought about the change of thinking in 
Martin Luther that precipitated the Protestant Reformation.  That 
is the one verse which, perhaps as well or better than any other 
single verse, epitomizes the whole gospel.  

The righteous shall live by faith.  Or, if you’re more familiar 
with the King James, the just shall live by faith.

Rom. 1:17  “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from 
faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith."

The message of the gospel, as it’s deepest level, at is most 
basic point, is this:  a man is made righteousness by faith, not by 
observing the law.  A man is made acceptable to God, he is 
justified and declared not guilty by faith, not by any single thing 
that he does in obedience to the law.

Paul elaborates on that idea in,
Gal. 3:10  “For as many as are of the works of the law are 

under the curse; for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who does 

not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, 
to do them." 11 But that no one is justified by the law in the sight 
of God is evident, for "the just shall live by faith." 12 Yet the law is 
not of faith, but "the man who does them shall live by them." 13 
Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become 
a curse for us (for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on 
a tree"), 14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the 
Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit through faith.”

We are justified by faith.  We are declared innocent by faith.  
We are saved by faith.  Not by works.

But the amazing thing of what God tells Habakkuk, and 
something we as Christians are tempted to forget or ignore, is 
that those who are justified by faith are then able to live by that 
faith!  

Habakkuk is worried that God’s people will be totally 
destroyed and annihilated by the wicked Babylonians.  God says 
“not to worry,” for the righteous by faith shall live.  They shall not 
die.  They shall live by faith.

Applying that to our lives as God’s people today, don’t ever 
forget that not only are you saved by faith, but you also live by 
your faith.  To use Paul’s words in,

Gal. 3:1  “O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that 
you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ 
was clearly portrayed among you as crucified? 2 This only I want 
to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the 
law, or by the hearing of faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having 
begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?”
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Faith is the path through which we are initially saved, and faith 
is the path upon which you must travel daily in your relationship 
with Christ.  Your salvation is secure and your eternal security 
established because of faith, not because of your works.  God will 
not un-save you when you sin.  He will not un-justify you.  He 
does not hold your salvation on a string, ready and willing to yank 
it up when you displease him.

Similarly, when you do sin, you don’t have to do penance to 
atone for your sin, you don’t have to make up for what you have 
done.  Because, in fact, you can’t.  Nothing you could possibly do 
could atone for one single sin.  So stop trying.  Stop trying to live 
by works.

Live by faith.  Live by believing God and by believing his word.  
Live by your faith in God’s promises.  Live by your faith in God’s 
attributes, like his goodness or his power or his sovereignty.  
Every day of your life, walk by faith, and faith, by biblical 
definition, is “being sure of what we hope for and certain of what 
we do not see.”

Faith is believing that what God says is true, and then 
grasping on to to that truth with all your strength.

That’s how you can tell Christians from non-Christians.  
Christians live by faith.  Non-Christians, the wicked, they are 
puffed up with pride.

That’s the answer to Habakkuk.  God will vindicate his people.  
But in doing that, he will do something else.

II. GOD WILL BRING JUDGMENT UPON THE WICKED.
Habakkuk does need to hear that.  His complaint was that the 

wicked nation of Babylon would end up destroying a nation more 

righteous than themselves, that Babylon would seemingly be 
given free reign to exalt in their proud wickedness, even to the 
point of worshiping their own strength.

Habakkuk’s question,
Hab. 1:14  “Why do You make men like fish of the sea, Like 

creeping things that have no ruler over them? 15 They take up all 
of them with a hook, They catch them in their net, And gather 
them in their dragnet. Therefore they rejoice and are glad. 16 
Therefore they sacrifice to their net, And burn incense to their 
dragnet; Because by them their share is sumptuous And their 
food plentiful. 17 Shall they therefore empty their net, And 
continue to slay nations without pity?” 

And God says, “No, that won’t happen.”  They will be judged.  
In fact, we have in this chapter a series of five judgments upon 
Babylon.  Five “woes” which God pronounces upon the wicked.

The first woe is in,
v.5-8

The main idea of those verses is that,

A.  The wicked will be avenged by their own victims.
God’s justice is so perfect.  The victims of Babylon would 

become the judges of Babylon.

Look how that happens.  We see the description of Babylon as 
an insatiable aggressor.  She is never satisfied with her 
conquests.  And that continual lust and unquenchable greed will 
end up betraying her, just like the insatiable thirst for alcohol 
betrays a man today.

v.5
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In God’s judgment, the tables will be turned,
v.6

And those oppressed victims will actually get their revenge.
v.7-8

Now, look at the footnote in verse 7.  Is it creditors or debtors?  
Literally, the Hebrew says, “those who bite you.”  The idea of 
biting someone is the idea of exacting interest from them, 
excessive interest, usury.  It is the idea of taking advantage of 
someone who owes you money, so I believe the better translation 
is “creditors.”

Evidently, Babylon had to use the money of the people to build 
their vast kingdom.  The only problem is, they can only use other 
people’s money for so long.  Then those people will come back 
and bite them.

Illus:  In many ways, that is the only hope for our federal 
government.  They can spend our money only so long, if they 
spend it badly and wastefully.  In our country, we can actually vote 
people out of office! 

Babylon got it far worse.  Those people whose money they 
were using to build their empire would come back and bite.  

v.7

And there is good reason for that to happen.
v.8

The second woe is that,

B.  The wicked will bring shame to their own soul.
v.9-11

The warning of judgment is upon those who builds up his own 
empire at the expense of others, a direct reference to Babylon 
among many others.  It’s a warning against all who would use 
oppression and even extortion to establish themselves and their 
authority.  It’s a warning against those who try to isolate 
themselves in self-protection, causing harm to others to establish 
their own security.

Such wicked people, and nations, will receive judgment.  They 
will bring shame to their own soul, as it says in,

v.10  

Such wickedness brings shame upon yourself, a sin against 
your own soul.  Soul often gives the idea of life, therefore, and it 
could be translated, it is a sin which will take your own life.  

The wickedness of a nation will cause them to lose their own 
life.  That’s how God’s justice works.

Then the third woe,
v.12

It’s a warning against those who are swift to shed blood, 
against those who take advantage of their strength and of others’ 
weaknesses.

In God’s justice, the result of such wickedness is described in,
v.13

C.  The work of the wicked will become fuel for the fire.
It will account for nothing.  It will be burned up and destroyed.  

And, actually, in God’s scheme of things, wickedness will not 
survive but be entirely replaced by righteousness.

v.14
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God is telling Habakkuk that the nation of Babylon will not 
achieve any long-term success.  Their greatness will be short-
lived and shortsighted.  All the great things that they accomplish 
shall be forgotten and destroyed, fuel for the fire.

Very similar to that is the fourth woe.

D.  The wicked will be brought to humiliating 
shamefulness.
v.15-17

Those who boast of their debauchery will no be rewarded.  
Those whose glory is in their immorality shall be put to shame.

In this specific illustration, those whose immoral drunkenness 
includes bringing other people in for the fun, those who give drink 
to their neighbors, shall not be filled with any glory whatsoever.  
Only shame.

They shall be exposed.  An instead of enjoying their cup of 
alcohol and the ensuing drunkenness, they shall instead drink the 
cup of God’s wrath and judgment.  

Illus:  I have known people who consider it their glory to party, 
to get drunk, to engage in all sorts of immorality.  I particularly 
remember those at college who were given to such things, as if 
that drunkenness and immorality were the source of their glory.  I 
was quite surprised, after graduation, to realize that adults 
working professional jobs had the same values.  Some people 
never grow out of that life.

As if that sort of life could ever bring glory.  How deceptive is 
sin!  Sin will never bring glory, only shame.  Humiliating shame.  

Same idea continues in,
v.17

In no uncertain terms, Babylon would not get away with her 
shameful and oppressive immorality.  They would be repaid.  The 
violence they used against others would come back to haunt 
them.  Even the terror they inflicted upon the animals which God 
had created would boomerang back upon themselves.  The 
bloodshed they inflicted would become bloodshed that they would 
have to endure.

Such is the perfection of God’s justice.

Jesus speaks this principle of God’s justice in a personal way,
Matt. 7:1  “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 "For with what 

judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure 
you use, it will be measured back to you. 3 "And why do you look 
at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in 
your own eye? 4 "Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me 
remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own 
eye? 5 "Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and 
then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s 
eye.”

  
 “With the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  

That’s justice.

Now, don’t tear that verse out of context as if Jesus were 
telling us never to make judgments, but don’t miss the main idea 
either--don’t view others with any different a standard than what 
you use to view yourself.  In other words, don’t be a hypocrite!  If 
you accuse others of anything, be certain that you yourself will be 
able to plead not guilty to the same accusation.
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And the fifth and final woe announced to Habakkuk:

E.  The wicked will find no help in their worthless idols.
v.18-19

The Babylonians, like so many people today, actually worship 
the works of their own hands.  They think that the meaning of is 
wrapped up in things, the things of this world.

Woe to those who think that life can be found in worthless 
idols.

Things, material things, are of no help.  They cannot give 
guidance.  Precious things, valuable things, even gold and silver, 
none of those things have life.  

God, and God alone, is the giver of life.  And all life, every life, 
all of it finds its origin in God.  And without God, there is no life.  
Only death.  Only these five woes.

God will bring his judgment upon the wicked.

Let’s go back to the Psalmist’s dilemma.  And to his solution.
Ps. 73:2  “But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled; My 

steps had nearly slipped....13 Surely I have cleansed my heart in 
vain, And washed my hands in innocence.”

Solution,
Ps. 73:16  “When I thought how to understand this, It was too 

painful for me-- 17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; Then I 
understood their end. 18 Surely You set them in slippery places; 
You cast them down to destruction. 19 Oh, how they are brought 
to desolation, as in a moment! They are utterly consumed with 
terrors. 20 As a dream when one awakes, So, Lord, when You 

awake, You shall despise their image.”

Once the psalmist fully understood that God’s judgment would 
come upon the wicked, his life became very secure and very 
delightful.  The Psalm ends,

Ps. 73:25  “Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is 
none upon earth that I desire besides You. 26 My flesh and my 
heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my portion 
forever. 27 For indeed, those who are far from You shall perish; 
You have destroyed all those who desert You for harlotry. 28 But it 
is good for me to draw near to God; I have put my trust in the 
Lord GOD, That I may declare all Your works.”

God will bring judgment upon the wicked.  The fact that God 
uses wicked nations to accomplish his purposes is no problem at 
all, for his justice will not be thwarted.  Not a single bit.

And as he makes perfectly clear, without a single bit of 
hesitancy,

III. GOD’S JUDGMENT WILL COME IN HIS PERFECT TIME.
So, he says, wait for it!  That’s seem simple enough, doesn’t 

it? Habakkuk’s error was impatience.  In his two complaints 
before God, he understood God’s character, he understood God’s 
holiness and his justice.  But he didn’t understand God’s 
forbearance.  God’s message to the prophet was wait, a message 
made meaningful by the declaration that,

A.  God has determined the certainty of his judgment.
v.2-3

The revelation awaits an appointed time.  All of God’s actions 
have an appointed time, a predetermined, predestined time, most 
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especially judgment.  And you need to understand predestination 
in terms of that idea of certainty. 

Don’t try to connect and rationalize the doctrine of God’s 
predestination with the doctrine of the free moral choices of man.  
Don’t be tricked into being forced to give an answer to that age 
old perplexing question, “If God predestined everything, how can 
man have free will?”

Those two things are separate issues, in reality, quite 
unrelated.  What predestination relates to is certainty.  Because 
God has predestined everything, there is an absolute certainty 
that what he has determined to happen will happen.  How it 
comes about--well, that is when you can start talking about 
human choices.

Predestination of an event means that God has determined 
the certainty of that event.  It will happen, just as God said.

It perfect consistency with that, God may use various means 
to bring about that predetermined and certain event, and one of 
those means is the free moral choices of man.  We do make free 
moral choices for which we are held accountable.  But nothing we 
choose can ever possibly change the certainty of what God has 
predetermined.

Especially the judgment!  So Habakkuk just had to wait.

Sometimes, in some circumstances, that is exactly the same 
message that we must cling to when under distress.  Wait.  God’s 
purpose will certainly come and will not delay.

And so, especially when thinking about God’s judgment, 
including his final judgment,

B.  God’s people must wait quietly.
v.3  Wait for it.

And what does it mean to wait?
v.20
 
Be silent before God.  Be still.  Come to a hush.  Hold your 

peace.

My friends in Christ, that is hard to do, but that is exactly what 
we must do, no matter what we face in our daily experiences.  We 
must come to a stop before God.

Scripture gives that exhortation often.
Zeph. 1:7  “Be silent in the presence of the Lord GOD; For the 

day of the LORD is at hand, For the LORD has prepared a 
sacrifice; He has invited His guests.”

Isa. 30:15  “For thus says the Lord GOD, the Holy One of 
Israel: "In returning and rest you shall be saved; In quietness and 
confidence shall be your strength.”

And,
Ps. 46:10  “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted 

among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”

We live in a society that is almost never still and silent.  We 
live lives that are seldom still.  That’s why the stillness of the 
sabbath rest God has designed for us one day each week is so 
difficult and so foreign.  

Think about your own schedules from day to day.  Think about 
your state of mind.  How often are you still and silent before the 
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Lord?  Are you still and silent right now?  Or thinking about what 
you have to do tonight, or what is on the schedule for tomorrow.

There’s always something to do, isn’t there?  There’s always 
somewhere to go, even on Sunday.  It’s time to move on.

People of God, I say this with deep conviction and with a 
painful awareness of my own shortcomings, learn to be still 
before the Lord who is in his holy temple.  Learn to be silent 
before him.  Just stop everything--in your mind as well as in your 
life.  For some of you, that may be the hardest thing you ever 
attempt to do.  But God says, “Do it.”  

Stop.  And meditate deeply upon this one very profound 
thought.  The Lord is in his holy temple.
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