
A Complaint Against God
Habakkuk 1:1 - 2:1

It’s not good to complain, is it?  After all, Paul tells us in,
Phil. 2:14  “Do all things without complaining and disputing.”

A grumbling spirit is a discontented spirit, and so that is 
something we are to put off.  To do away with, and put to death.  
But Habakkuk complains.  That’s what this book is all about.  A 
complaint.  And if that isn’t bad enough, it is a complaint against 
God!

Now, we know that,
Ps 18:30  “As for God, His way is perfect.”

So surely, you ought not to complain against God.  After all, 
God does not err.  God makes no mistakes.  By definition.  But 
here is Habakkuk, an inspired prophet of the Old Covenant, 
writing a complaint that will be included in the pages of Scripture 
itself.  God has spoken through this prophet, and what the 
prophet speaks is in the form of a complaint against God. 

So the first question is, is that proper?  With certain limitations, 
yes it is.  

Actually, Habakkuk files one complaint, receives his answer, 
then files a second complaint, and gets a second answer.   That’s 
the outline for this whole book of prophecy, which ends with one 
of the most glorious expressions of praise and submission that 
you will find anywhere in the Bible.

We’ll look at the first complaint and God’s answer this evening, 
then the second complaint next week.  Then we’ll study God’s 
answer to that second complaint and Habakkuk’s response.  But 

before we actually read the complaint, look at one verse that 
demonstrates the appropriateness of what Habakkuk is doing, 
one verse which shows the prophet is both respectful and 
submissive, both characteristics that are necessary for filing this 
complaint.

2:1

In his complaint against God, Habakkuk is not demonstrating 
the sinfulness of a complaining spirit, which Paul rebuked in 
Philippians 2.  There, the word for complaining is “grumbling,” the 
word for muttering under your breath about what other people are 
doing, something that causes great disruption and strife within a 
church.  

In the OT, God’s people Israel were constant grumblers, 
always complaining about what God had or hadn’t done for them, 
with Moses usually taking most of the heat.  For them, that 
grumbling was a sin.  And it was punished.

But Habakkuk isn’t doing what the Israelites in the desert were 
doing.  Instead of grumbling, Habakkuk is saying to God, “This 
doesn’t seem right, and here’s why it doesn’t seem right.” Then he 
says, “God, I will wait to hear your answer.”  “I will stand at my 
watch ready and prepared to listen to your answer.”

Habakkuk wanted God’s answer.  And he got it.  So, let’s look 
at, complaint #1.  The complaint was this: 

I. GOD HAS NOT LISTENED TO CALLS FOR HELP.
v.2

Now keep in mind, this is an inspired oracle, or perhaps more 
literally a burden.  But this burden of the prophet was a revelation 
from God.



v.1

The complaint is quite simple and easy to understand.  It is a 
complaint alleging that God has failed to answer legitimate cries 
for help.

That sort of oracle is found in many psalms, also, for David 
frequently asks God the same question.  

Ps. 13:1  “How long, O LORD? Will You forget me forever? 
How long will You hide Your face from me? 2 How long shall I 
take counsel in my soul, Having sorrow in my heart daily? How 
long will my enemy be exalted over me?”

And even that great and terrible Psalm quoted and fulfilled in 
person by Jesus upon the cross is a form of respectful complaint, 

Ps. 22:1  “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why 
are You so far from helping Me, And from the words of My 
groaning? 2 O My God, I cry in the daytime, but You do not hear; 
And in the night season, and am not silent.”

“How long, O Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen?”

But what was the specific problem which Habakkuk was 
facing?  What was it that caused so much anguish and intensity 
of feeling?

A.  The problem was violence.
v.2

In the prophet’s experience, God had not delivered him nor 
the nation from the curse of violence.  That word violence is not 
simply the sort of thing that you hear about on the 11 o’clock 

news, it not simply shooting, robbing, and fighting.  But more 
deeply rooted.  It’s the word for extreme wickedness.

It’s a word further defined in,
v.3

All of those things are aspects of this wicked violence with 
which the nation of Judah was suffering greatly.  Injustice and 
oppression.  Iniquity.  Rampant sinfulness.  Things done which 
are simply wrong, destruction or trouble, reflecting the struggle of 
working in a world existing under God’s curse for sin.  Life is 
toilsome and frustrating.  Strife and conflict abound, within 
families, between neighbors, legal wrangling and frivolous 
lawsuits.  All those things were rampant in Judah during 
Habakkuk lifetime.  They are actually the normal expectation of 
living in a fallen world subject to God’s curse announced in 
Genesis 3.

Moses describes those same life troubles in,
Ps.90:9  “For all our days have passed away in Your wrath; 

We finish our years like a sigh. 10 The days of our lives are 
seventy years; And if by reason of strength they are eighty years, 
Yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; For it is soon cut off, and 
we fly away.”

And Paul understands that all of God’s creation endures that 
trouble, for even creation groans under the burdens of this life,

Rom. 8:20  “For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 
because the creation itself also will be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors 
with birth pangs together until now.”



But the Lord had chosen Judah to be his very own people.  He 
had promised them salvation, but he sent them no relief.  Had 
God forgotten that in his land, his glory was to dwell?  Had he 
forgotten that in his land, mercy and truth were to meet together?  
Had he lost his power to establish law and order in his land?  Why 
had he not done anything to make it once more a holy land, and 
Judah a holy people?  Why did he not answer the prophet’s 
prolonged cries?  Why must the righteous suffer while the wicked 
flourish?

Why?  That’s the problem Habakkuk encountered, and,

B.  The result of that problem was lawlessness.
v4

The law is paralyzed, it is ignored.  Literally, it is made numb, 
like the effects of a local anesthetic on a part of your body.  The 
law was put to sleep, completely ignored, even rendered useless 
and ineffective.  And the few righteous people left were trapped 
by the wicked.

Habakkuk says to God, “How long must this go on?”  That’s 
his first complaint.

Before we study God’s answer, think about how we can 
identify with this same complaint.  Think about our own country, 
where, at times, it seems that the law is paralyzed.  It often seems 
that justice doesn’t prevail.  It does seem that the wicked hem in 
the righteous so that justice is perverted.

What rules the courts of our day is anything but a search for 
justice, but rather the best legal expertise that money can buy.  
The issues aren’t truth and justice, but legal technicalities.  

What often rules our system of justice is not truth.  And not 
restitution to victims and appropriate punishment for offenders.  
What rules our society is the divisiveness that has created in all of 
us a fear of being sued.  There is strife, conflict abounds.

There is horrible violence, terrible destruction, of life and 
property.  Turn on the television.  Read the newspapers.  It’s 
everywhere.  So what should we do?  Throw up our hands in 
hopeless frustration and just naively wish for the return of the 
good old days, complaining that they are gone forever?

That’s not what Habakkuk’s doing.  He’s not whining about 
how bad things have become.  Instead, the essence of his 
complaint is his impassioned plea for God to do something about 
the sad state of affairs he sees around him.

Too many Christians, for too long, have just removed 
themselves from public life, removed themselves from being the 
salt and light of society, and we wonder why society has gone 
astray.    Or, perhaps on the other extreme, they put their hope in 
one political party or another?   

 
But worst of all, because of bad theology, because of bad 

doctrine, we often fall into the trap of thinking that God can and 
will do nothing about it.  Too many people are taught to think that 
Satan is the ruler of this world, and that Jesus is waiting passively 
for a future kingdom.  We ignore the numerous places in Scripture 
where Jesus is described to be sitting at the right hand of his 
father above all other authority and power--even in this present 
age.  We expect God to do nothing about the wickedness in this 
world, and our prayers reflect that lack of expectation.



So what should you do when you encounter wickedness 
around you?  The same thing Habakkuk did.  Pray.  Pray for the 
King of kings and the Lord of lords to exert his power, the power 
to raise the dead, to raise a dead sinner up to life.  Pray that the 
gospel will change the society in which we live, that God’s 
enemies might be defeated, that the principles of God’s laws 
might be enacted.

We face an uphill battle to be sure, but the battle has already 
been won.  God has already defeated the forces of evil through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, so pray that we will see that 
victory!  Pray that God will bring about revival in our land and 
reformation to our society and to our churches. 

And respectfully, submissively, lodge your complaint before 
God just like Habakkuk does!  Then wait for his answer.

v.2-4

God does answer his prophet.  Beginning in verse 5, God 
speaks.

v.5

What is God’s answer?  He certainly has one!

II. GOD WILL BRING AN AMAZING JUDGMENT.
God says to Habakkuk, “Just you wait!”

God says to Habakkuk, “I will not remain silent.  I will not allow 
justice to be perverted and my laws to be ignored.  I will bring 
judgment.”

Further, God says to the prophet, “I will do it in your lifetime!”

And, it will be utterly amazing, something you wouldn’t believe 
even if you were told by an eyewitness.

So what is God going to do?
v.6

A.  God will raise up the Babylonians to accomplish his 
purpose.
What’s so amazing about that?  Let me give you a little 

historical background.  

First of all, this prophecy was fulfilled in the year 586 BC.  
Jerusalem was destroyed at the merciless hands of the 
Babylonian empire.  Therefore, Habakkuk must have been writing 
some time before then, within the immediately preceding 
generation, probably during the reforms instituted under the good 
King, Josiah, probably around 626 BC.

At that time, exactly 40 years before Jerusalem fell to the 
Babylonians, a Chaldean king taken over the kingdom of Babylon 
and achieved full independence from Assyria.  But the kingdom of 
Babylon was anything but a world power.  Yet the Babylonian 
empire, led by their Chaldean king, gained world supremacy just 
14 years later, in 612 BC, by destroying the capital city of 
Assyriah, Nineveh.  They literally wiped it off the face of the earth.  
That is what we studied in the prophecy of Nahum.

For centuries before that, the Babylonians and Assyrians vied 
with each other for supremacy, and the Babylonian’s sudden and 
total rise to world power was unbelievable.  The people of 
Habakkuk’s day wouldn’t have believed it, even if they had a 
witness who returned from the future to tell them!



A Babylonian king would be God’s instrument of judgment 
upon Judah.

It happened.
2Kgs. 24:20  “For because of the anger of the LORD this 

happened in Jerusalem and Judah, that He finally cast them out 
from His presence. Then Zedekiah rebelled against the king of 
Babylon. 25:1 Now it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, 
in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, that 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came against 
Jerusalem and encamped against it; and they built a siege wall 
against it all around. 2 So the city was besieged until the eleventh 
year of King Zedekiah. 3 By the ninth day of the fourth month the 
famine had become so severe in the city that there was no food 
for the people of the land. 4 Then the city wall was broken 
through, and all the men of war fled at night by way of the gate 
between two walls, which was by the king’s garden, even though 
the Chaldeans were still encamped all around against the city. 
And the king went by way of the plain. 5 But the army of the 
Chaldeans pursued the king, and they overtook him in the plains 
of Jericho. All his army was scattered from him. 6 So they took 
the king and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah, and 
they pronounced judgment on him. 7 Then they killed the sons of 
Zedekiah before his eyes, put out the eyes of Zedekiah, bound 
him with bronze fetters, and took him to Babylon. 8 And in the fifth 
month, on the seventh day of the month (which was the 
nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), 
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, a servant of the king of 
Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 9 He burned the house of the LORD 
and the king’s house; all the houses of Jerusalem, that is, all the 
houses of the great, he burned with fire. 10 And all the army of 
the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke 
down the walls of Jerusalem all around. 11 Then Nebuzaradan 
the captain of the guard carried away captive the rest of the 

people who remained in the city and the defectors who had 
deserted to the king of Babylon, with the rest of the multitude.”

God’s answer to Habakkuk was intended to be a warning for 
Israel.  And a very appropriate one.  This oracle, this revelation 
from God, was a prophetic judgment, intended to bring the people 
to repentance.  And it is quoted in the preaching of the Apostles 
for that very same purpose.  Paul warns the people of Pisidian 
Antioch about the reality of facing judgment with these words from 
Habakkuk.

Acts13:38  “Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that 
through this Man is preached to you the forgiveness of sins; 39 
"and by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things 
from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses. 40 
"Beware therefore, lest what has been spoken in the prophets 
come upon you: 41 "Behold, you despisers, Marvel and perish! 
For I work a work in your days, A work which you will by no 
means believe, Though one were to declare it to you.’" 42 So 
when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged 
that these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath.”

That same warning ought to be given today, to our country, to 
our land, to our leaders.   “Take care that what the prophets have 
said does not happen to you:  “‘Look, you scoffers, wonder and 
perish, for I am going to do something in your days that you would 
never believe, even if someone told you.’”

We ought to take care, with great fear that this same sort of 
judgment could come upon us, we in our proud dominance as the 
world leader.  But just as quickly as the Babylonian empire took 
over as the great world superpower, so could another country 
take over in our day.  Yet that is unimaginable to us.  It is beyond 



our comprehensive, unbelievable, ridiculous.  We wouldn’t believe 
that, even if a witness from the future would come back to tell us!

v.5

God goes on to describe to Habakkuk what the Babylonians 
are really like.  He describes their illustrious power and superior 
force.  Indeed,

B.  The Babylonians will be well equipped to carry out that 
judgment.

v.6

Bitter and hasty.  BItter might be translated ruthless, indicating 
the fierceness of their battle plans.  They are also hasty, or 
impetuous, impatient, working quickly without much thought or 
personal consideration.  They just sweep across the whole earth, 
moving at an incomprehensible speed as they seize nation after 
nation, city after city, and even home after home.

Then,
v.7a

They are feared and dreaded, a hated enemy instilling terror in 
all who face their conquering forces. 

The description goes on,
v.8  

Language of comparison to the animals, language which 
demonstrates their tremendous military might.  The army is 
pictured as overrunning a country swiftly, looting, raping, killing, 
spreading fear, horror, and panic throughout the nation, 

foreboding the even worse things to come when the army would 
roll like a death-dealing machine over the helpless people.

Their cavalry is swifter than leopards, animals known for their 
speed.  They fight with more ferocity than wolves, who, after 
spending the day in their dens gather at evening for their 
murderous raids.  

They gallop headlong, coming from afar as if long distances 
were no obstacle whatsoever.  Like a vulture in the sky, hovering 
over its prey waiting to devour, they swarm upon the land to eat 
their fill, to slaughter and to plunder.

v.9a
v.9b  They advance like the wind, they take prisoners 

everywhere they go.

They come in mocking triumph over the kings they conquer.  
They mock all other authorities.

v.10a

They think nothing of strong fortifications built for the 
protection of the cities.

v.10b

Nothing stands in their way, rushing ahead like a great and 
terrible windstorm.

v.11a 

God has chosen a terrible, terrible nation as his instrument of 
inflicting judgment upon his people Judah.  Habakkuk has 
prophetically identified that country, an identification the people of 
Judah would hardly believe.  They didn’t believe it, and they fell 



victim to the terrible nation of Babylon exactly as Habakkuk 
described it, just 40 years later.  

Habakkuk had an answer to his complaint.  God’s patience will 
not endure forever.  Within that generation, God would put an end 
to the violent injustice of the nation of Judah.  God brought this 
amazing judgment 40 years later.

  But, notice something about these Babylonians, something 
that will become the basis of Habakkuk’s second complaint, which 
we’ll examine next week.  Notice what these Babylonians are 
really like.

C.  The Babylonians demonstrate sinful pride.
God is using a proud nation as his agent.  He is using the 

sinfulness of their pride to carry out his own justice.

Look at that pride.
v.7b  
They are a law unto themselves.  In other words, they do 

whatever they please.  They make up their own laws as they go 
along!  They answer to no one and hold themselves accountable 
to no one.

And their motivation?
v.7c  
Literally, their justice and their authority originates from 

themselves.  Or so they think, and so they act.  “They promote 
their own honor.”

Indeed, “their own strength is their god,” a good translation of 
the end of verse 11.  

They are worshipping themselves, boasting of their own might.

So think about it, how can a God who is jealous to promote his 
own glory use a nation whose only interest is their own glory?

God is a great God, whose ways are not our ways.  This great 
and glorious God, by using the wicked and treacherous nation of 
Babylon, still reveals his own glory and his own sovereign 
authority, for God will hold Babylon accountable for their sin.

They, too, the armies of Babylon, they shall be found guilty.  
They are guilty men.

v.11b  “He commits offense.”  

So the substance of Habakkuk’s second complaint, which we’ll 
study in detail next week, is found in,

v.13

I want to end tonight thinking of God’s amazing judgment, 
judgment which Habakkuk thought to be long overdue.  We might 
think that judgment is also long overdue in our day, but God’s 
answer would be just as amazing for us today as it was for Judah 
in Habakkuk’s day.  We can’t believe that a nation less righteous 
and therefore more wicked than our own could be used as an 
agent of God’s wrath against us. 

But it could.  This same thing could happen.  To us.  Ever 
further, knowing that it could happen, realize the certainty of what 
we know will happen.  God will bring universal judgment upon all 
the wicked.  In fact, though that judgment may seem long 
overdue, Peter tells us clearly that, it will come.

 
2 Peter 3:7  “But the heavens and the earth which are now 

preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of 
judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 8 But, beloved, do not 



forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack 
concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is 
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that 
all should come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will 
come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; 
both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.”

And Peter goes on to give his own application.

v.11  “Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 
12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, 
and the elements will melt with fervent heat?”

But what is our hope, as Christians?
v.13  “Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new 

heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14 
Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to 
be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless.”

And whenever you feel that God’s judgment ought to come 
soon, or wish that it would,

v.15  “...consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is 
salvation--as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the 
wisdom given to him, has written to you.”

People of God, let this oracle of the prophet Habakkuk be a 
warning, a warning to our nation, a warning to you personally.  
The Lord’s patience means that we still have the opportunity for 
salvation.  But his patience will end, and his judgment will come.  

So heed the warning, which is the call of the gospel to turn to God 
in repentance and faith.

So to you I preach the apostolic message of the gospel, the 
apostolic example of an evangelistic sermon.  As we read and 
study the inspired prophecy of Habakkuk, the message for our 
age is about Jesus:

Acts 13:38  “Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that 
through this Man is preached to you the forgiveness of sins; 39 
"and by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things 
from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses. 40 
"Beware therefore, lest what has been spoken in the prophets 
come upon you.”


