
GREAT EXPECTATIONS
Luke 24:1-12

The question at the end of the chapter was simply, “What did 
you learn?”  I had just finished the study from John chapter 1 in a 
Prison Bible Study that I led at a state prison some years ago.  
The lesson had begun with a skit, based on the story of Jesus 
and John the Baptist.

The man who had volunteered to read the part of Jesus in that 
skit had been hesitant at first.  He discovered soon after we 
started that brief skit that Jesus didn't have any speaking parts, 
and I think he was disappointed at first.  Jesus’ only part in that 
play was to walk on stage, so that John the Baptist could point to 
him and say, “Behold, the lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world.”

But after the study was finished, this man wanted to answer 
my  question, “What did you learn?”  This is what he said:  “I 
learned that only Jesus could be the most important character in 
a story without even saying a word.”

What a great thought!  Only Jesus could be the star, without 
saying anything.  That’s the message of our text this morning as 
well, for while Jesus is certainly the star, he doesn't say anything.  
In fact, he is not even present.  Only Jesus could be the star of a 
play without even being there.  And of course, that is what Easter 
is all about.  The message of Easter is that Jesus isn't there!  The 
tomb is empty.  And so the angel spoke to Mary, “Why do you 
seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.”

Those are the most triumphant words ever spoken.  Easter 
Sunday is the most triumphant of all days because it is a 
celebration of Jesus' great triumph over death.  Easter has 

nothing to do with a bunny; it has nothing to do with colored eggs 
or baskets, chocolate candies or jelly beans, or new spring 
clothes.  The message of Easter is the empty tomb.  And we can 
learn the same lesson that man learned in that prison Bible 
Study--only Jesus can be the star of a story by being absent. 

So with all of that in mind, I want to begin with something that 
you might not immediately think about regarding the resurrection, 
that...

I. THE RESURRECTION DEMONSTRATES THE 
INADEQUATE EXPECTATIONS OF GOD'S PEOPLE.
We need to look closely at the expectations of both the 

women and the disciples.  Amazing to us, perhaps, they did not 
expect the resurrection.  Indeed,

A.  Despite their devotion, the women expected Jesus to 
be dead.
v.1  

What was the purpose of those spices?  To embalm a dead 
body, to protect the dead body from decomposition.  Those godly 
women who came to the tomb that first Easter morning were fully 
expecting to find a dead body.

You can't ignore their devotion.  They loved Jesus.  They were 
faithful to him, godly servants.  At least three women are identified 
in the gospels:  Mary Magdelene is identified as one, along with 
Mary the mother of James; and Salome, presumably Zebedee's 
wife, the mother of the disciples James and John.  

 In many respects, they were far more devoted than the male 
apostles.  Though Joseph of Aramethea and Nicodemus had 
placed Jesus' body in the tomb after the crucifixion, and had 
provided some spices, it is these  faithful women who were going 
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to finish that very sad task, no doubt with intense grief resulting 
from their devotion.

They were expecting to care for a dead body.  Their 
expectations were far too low.  They had not taken Jesus at his 
word, and were certainly not expecting to find him resurrected.  
Their example is very useful for us, because it is very possible to 
love Jesus and be devoted to him, and to still have inadequate 
expectations of him.  I think we do it all the time.  I think that there 
are times when we expect too little of God, and those low 
expectations are reflected in our prayers.

Nothing is impossible with God!  If we believe that, then why 
do we hesitate to pray for great things, assuming that God cannot 
or will not grant our request?  Your prayers will demonstrate what 
you expect of God, and your prayers will demonstrate just how 
powerful you believe God is.  If you pray for little things only, then 
you expect only little things from God.  And don't confuse that with 
true humility, because having low expectations from God is not 
the same thing as humility.

If you pray for great things, then you learn to expect great 
things from God.  And I believe you will see great things from 
God!  You ought not to be afraid to pray for great things from God.  
Nor should you be surprised when he does them!  

Please don't ever say that something won't happen or that it 
can't happen.  If God can do anything, then pray for anything.  
Submit yourself to God's will, yes, but expect him to do great 
things!  God intends us to live with the faith of Paul, who was filled 
with praise to God, saying in,

Eph. 3:20  “Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly 
than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within 

us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”

Again, these women on Easter morning show us true love and 
devotion, but a lack of trust.  They simply didn't expect great 
things from God.  And,

B.  Despite the evidence, the women were unable to 
comprehend Jesus' resurrection.
v.2-4a

They loved Jesus, and they wanted to be faithful to him.  But 
because they had inadequate expectations from him, they 
couldn't even comprehend the resurrection when they saw the 
empty tomb.  The Bible says they were perplexed, they were 
wondering.  They were at a loss, they couldn't explain it. They 
were confused.  They didn't know what happened.

I think that the problem was that they didn't comprehend the 
supernatural.  They didn't expect to see something supernatural, 
especially the raising of a dead body.

That was the significance of Jesus' miracle raising Lazarus' 
from the grave.  His family understood and believed that Jesus 
could heal him from sickness, and they came to Jesus specifically 
for that healing.  But Jesus waited until Lazarus was dead in order 
to help, and now the family was distraught.  “If only you had come 
before he died,” the family said to Jesus.

Jesus waited until after he died for a reason.  He didn't want to 
heal a sick man.  He wanted to raise a dead man.  Nothing is 
impossible for God.

These women at the tomb were not expecting a demonstration 
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of supernatural power, and so despite the evidence, they were 
unable to comprehend what had taken place.  But let's move on 
to the disciples.  How did they react? 

C.  Despite the witness of these godly women, the 
disciples rejected as nonsense the idea of Jesus’ 
resurrection.
Whatever criticism we have for those women, we need a 

much greater rebuke to those disciples.  Those men had no 
excuse for their unbelief.

v.8-10

The disciples had the full explanation.  But they didn't believe 
the women.  As men, I can just imagine what they might be 
saying about the women.  Verse 11 puts it politely.  

v.11 

Then, 
v.12 
That seems to be out of sequence in Luke's account.  We 

know from John's gospel that Peter and John both went to the 
tomb to look for themselves, but the truth remains, according to 
verse 11, they did not believe the women, and they considered 
this story to be nonsense!

It's amazing, that it was upon the foundation of those very 
fallible men that God built his church, and the difference was, of 
course, the coming of the holy spirit at Pentecost.  But their initial 
reaction is still inexcusable!  They were filled with inadequate 
expectations. 

Yet, despite the shortcomings of his people, actually by direct 
contrast with the examples of our human frailty,

II.THE RESURRECTION DEMONSTRATES THE INFINITE 
POWER OF JESUS CHRIST.
And all thatThis Easter story is not about man, it's about Jesus 

Christ.  The resurrection is the story of a miracle, perhaps the 
greatest of all miracles.  Jesus’ human life began with a miracle, 
the virgin birth.  And his life on earth ends with the a miracle.

The resurrection is the central truth of Christianity.  Take away 
the resurrection, and you have destroyed Christianity.  More than 
anything else, this miracle demonstrates Jesus' power, which is 
an,

A.  Absolute power over death.
v.4-6

Two angels, in the appearance of men, wearing white, 
appearing like lightening.  Pretty spectacular.  Their message was 
even more spectacular. 

v.6a

That, my friends, is what sets Christianity apart as the one and 
only true religion.  All other religion is based on a lie.  All other 
religions have a dead savior.  All other religious leaders had no 
control over death.  No one but Jesus Christ.

For the Paul, the resurrection would become the gospel.
1 Cor.15:1  “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I 

preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 and 
by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I 
preached to you— unless you believed in vain.  3 For I delivered 
to you as of first importance what I also received:that Christ died 
for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures.”
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Thus he sings in triumph:  
1 Cor.15:55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is 

your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is 
the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The cross was a triumph, because the cross was the path to 
the empty tomb.  Satan did not win.  Rather, Satan was terribly 
defeated. Satan, who is the author of death, was conquered and 
defeated by this great miracle of the resurrection.

And what effect does that have on our lives?  Here’s the 
encouragement.  We, too, can be freed from the power of death.

Hebr. 2:14  “Since therefore the children share in flesh and 
blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that 
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of 
death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear 
of death were subject to lifelong slavery.”

That is what Christianity is all about.  The most powerful force 
and most assured certainty in this whole world is death.  The 
resurrection demonstrates that Jesus Christ has absolute, infinite 
power over death.  We are no longer slaves to the fear of death.  
Indeed, we can look forward to death with the full confidence of 
eternal life.

But Jesus didn't die simply to show he could overcome death.  
He died for a specific reason.  He died to show that he had,

B.  Absolute power to satisfy the demands of God's 
justice and the law.
v.6b-7

Why does it say that he “must be delivered into the hands of 

sinful men?”  What was the necessity of his death?  Because it 
was his death that satisfied God's justice.  It was his death that 
satisfied the demands of God's law.

And if there was no resurrection from that death, then our sins 
have not been forgiven.  If there were no resurrection, there 
would be no forgiveness of sins. 

1 Cor.15:14  “And if Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even 
found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God 
that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the 
dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even 
Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have 
hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.”

Of course, Paul is absolutely convinced, 
1 Cor. 15:20  “But in fact Christ has been raised from the 

dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”

So the resurrection is a celebration of the very heart of the 
gospel message.  It is the celebration of the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins.  It is a celebration of God's power to pay the penalty for 
sin demanded by the laws of justice.  And one final aspect of the 
infinite power of Jesus Christ demonstrated on this day we now 
call Easter:

C.  Absolute power to bring about his own purpose.
The resurrection came about exactly according to plan!
v.6b-7

Jesus had told about it ahead of time.  Every detail.  The OT 
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prophets had even told about it ahead of time, hundreds of years 
ahead of time, every detail.

The crucifixion of Jesus Christ, as sinful an act as it was, was 
still the fulfillment of God's predetermined purpose.  Jesus was 
“delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 
God.”

So what is the lesson for us?  What are the applications of 
these verses to our own lives?  First of all, this gospel with the 
resurrection at it’s very center is the power of God unto salvation.  
And so the invitation of the gospel which I preach to you is this,

Rom. 10:9  “…if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is 
justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.”

That’s foolishness, isn’t it?  The foolishness of the cross, the 
foolishness of the gospel.  

1 Cor. 1:18  “…but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God.”

And second, as an application and encouragement for you 
who believe this gospel with all your heart, this message of the 
infinite power of God to bring about his own purposes ought to 
change the way you consider the circumstances of your own 
lives.  For if God, by his determined purpose and foreknowledge, 
would bring about the resurrection of Jesus, does he not, 
therefore, have the power to work “all things according to the 
counsel of His will.”  Will he not, therefore, work all things 
“together for good to those who love [him], to those who are the 
called according to His purpose?”

Of course he will.  And so the Scripture says that God has not 
given us the spirit of timidity, but the spirit of power.  

I don't believe in coincidences.  I don't believe in luck or 
chance or fate.  Rather, I believe that God can do whatever he 
chooses.  Nothing is impossible for him.  And that is where our 
courage comes from.  And this is the great encouragement of the 
resurrection, beloved, that...

Rom. 8:32  “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him 
up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 
things.”

Did you catch that logic, from the greatest to the least.  He has 
already given the greatest.  He did not spare his own son.  Now, it 
follows, he will give you everything else that you need!

His power is at work within us.  The power of the resurrection 
is at work within us.  That is the message of Easter.  The 
resurrection is the demonstration of the infinite power of Jesus 
Christ which is at work among us.  Thus Paul would pray for true 
believers to know…

Eph. 1:19  “…the immeasurable greatness of his power 
toward us who believe, according to the working of his great 
might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the one to come.”

So beloved, if you really believe in the resurrection, don't 
expect just little things from God.  Expect great things.  Expect to 
see his power, expect to see his glory in our church.  And pray to 
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him with those great expectations.  Pray for an increase of our 
strength.  Pray for an increase of laborers and workers in the 
vineyard.  Pray that God would supply “all [our needs] according 
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  Pray for the unity of the 
spirit and the bond of peace.  Pray for reconciliation where there 
is estrangement.  

Pray for repentance where there is hardness of heart.  Pray 
for strength when there is temptation.  Pray for joy when there is 
discouragement.   

Pray that for yourselves, personally, whatever your 
circumstances.  And expect God to answer your prayer!  Even if 
that means you must walk by faith and not by sight.  
ESPECIALLY if that means you must walk by faith and not by 
sight.

So as you worship the risen savior this Lord’s day, worship “…
him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or 
think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
forever and ever.”
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