
Reserved and Preserved
1 Peter 1:4-5

None of you, of course, knew my father.  He died a couple 
years ago.  My mother had died a couple years before that, so my 
dad was alone.  He lived alone, by his own choice.  Sadly, he died 
alone, and he never became a believer.  I don’t talk a lot about my 
father, though as a child growing up I had a very good relationship 
with him and a very stable home and family life.  And as he grew 
older, one of his primary goals was to leave an inheritance for his 
children and grandchildren.  He spent very little money during the 
three decades of his retirement, and he amassed a large sum of 
money which he was able to bequeath to his six children and 17 
grandchildren.  That inheritance is a great blessing for my family.

You all know what an inheritance is.  It is a common and 
ordinary concept, and it defines one of the chief goals of our 
Christian faith.  As we have studied 1 Peter the last few weeks, 
we have focused upon the doctrine of salvation, beginning with 
God’s sovereign love to choose to be his people.  Last week it 
was the blessing of being born again, made alive.  And then the 
great expectation that awaits, what Peter calls our living hope.  
And remember what hope means in the Bible, something that is 
sure and certain.  Something that you have been promised but 
which you don’t yet possess.  Something that is yours, in the 
anticipation of receiving it.  Something that you wait for.

Speaking of the redemption of our body, Paul writes,
Rom. 8:24  “For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is 

seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? 
25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it 
with perseverance.”

So if your are a Christian, what is your hope?  What is it that 

you so confidently and patiently wait for?  The inheritance.  And 
that’s our subject this morning.  The inheritance.  Just one 
passage by way of introduction to describe something about that 
inheritance,

Rev. 21:1  “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was 
no more sea. 2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven 
saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will 
dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be 
with them and be their God. 4 "And God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have 
passed away." 5 Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I 
make all things new." And He said to me, "Write, for these words 
are true and faithful.”

Let me emphasize something particularly important about the 
inheritance from out text this morning.  The inheritance is 
reserved.  There is,

I. A RESERVATION.
My wife and our youngest daughter, Ruth, are planning a trip 

this summer related to Ruth’s activities in ham radio.  It’s quite an 
extensive trip, designed for youth, and Ruth is joining a group 
from Ohio and Florida to go down to a Caribbean island for a 
week to set up an amateur radio station.  Just yesterday I made 
plane reservations for them.  Reservations.  I have their tickets.  
They have a seat number on the plane.  

At Presbytery this week, Mike, Mark and I stayed at the 
Hampton Inn.  And we were able to get a room when we arrived 
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because we had a reservation.  Our name was on the list.  The 
room was reserved.  You all understand what a reservation is!

So what is the assurance of our inheritance?  Just look at 
verse 4.  Your inheritance is “...reserved in heaven for you.”

You have a reservation.  Your name is on the ticket.  The table 
is waiting for you.  Your name is recorded on the books.  It is 
reserved.

The Greek word refers to something that is protected, 
guarded.  And the tense of the verb indicates that the inheritance 
already exists, it is being preserved in its present condition.

I have to say, my earthly retirement is anything but certain.  A 
significant amount of money each month goes for my pension, but 
given my recent unemployment, it is pretty uncertain.  Lord 
willing, it will be sufficient for the day in which I retire.  But it isn’t 
reserved, not yet.  Much of it is in the stock market, and like 
everyone else I lost about 30% of it several years ago.  My 
inheritance is subject to loss and decline.  But not our eternal 
inheritance.  The table is waiting.  In Christ, we have a confirmed 
reservation.

Everything about it is guarded and protected until the day 
comes when we shall inherit it.  The inheritance is there, with the 
name of every one of the elect identified and recorded.  The 
inheritance is reserved.  Knowing that, let’s look at that nature of 
that inheritance.  What is it like?

v.4

A. Our inheritance is an imperishable hope.
It is a simple concept.  Unlike everything in this world, our 

inheritance is not subject to corruption.  It will not decay.  It will not 

spoil.  Nor is it subject to the ravages of war or calamity.

Think about it.  The trouble with this life is that everything is 
perishable.  Everything decays.  You can’t keep anything.  Not 
even life.  Certainly not your health and strength.  You body is 
perishable, so you get sick and eventually you die.

You money is certainly perishable.  So are your things, those 
gilded toys of dust.  Everything we have is made of dust, including 
our bodies.  And they will return to dust.

But our living hope is an imperishable inheritance.  Just think 
about it.  There will be streets of gold.  No sun is needed, for 
Jesus is there.  The Lamb is its light.  The glory of God illuminates 
it.

Does that perspective help you to consider your life here to be 
a pilgrimage?  Does that help you embrace the idea that you are 
a stranger and an alien on this earth, in this age?  Does that help 
you deal with the ever-present appeal of commercialism and 
materialism, so rampant in our culture?  Does that help you see 
your own sinfulness, the love of this world’s goods that inhabits all 
of our souls to one degree or another?

It should, beloved.  How materialistic are our hearts.  And yet, 
how hopeless are our lives, if our hope is fixed upon the blessings 
and pleasures of this life.  As the elect of God, we are begotten 
again to the living hope of an imperishable inheritance.

And, it is an inheritance that promises much, for,

B. Our inheritance is an undefiled joy.
Verse 4, undefiled.  Unstained.  Unstained by evil.  I don’t 

think that the idea is so much of not spoiling, for that goes along 
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with the first word we just studied.  But here the idea really is 
undefiled, which means separated from sin.  Separated from all 
the effects of sin.

Ultimately, of course, only Jesus is entirely undefiled!
Heb. 7:25  “Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost 

those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to 
make intercession for them. 26 For such a High Priest was fitting 
for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, 
and has become higher than the heavens; 27 who does not need 
daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own 
sins and then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He 
offered up Himself.”

The point for us today is this.  You can identify the glories of 
heaven from many perspectives, but surely this is a delightful 
thought, that our inheritance in heaven will not be under the curse 
of God imposed at the fall of Adam.  Our inheritance in heaven 
will not be infected with even the least presence of sin, or of 
sinfulness.  Everything about it will be  undefiled, and thus, our joy 
will be complete.  For it is the presence of sin that ruins the joy of 
life.

And so we know about this heavenly inheritance,

Rev. 21:27  “…there shall by no means enter it anything that 
defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are 
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.”

Nothing defiling.  Nothing.  Undefiled joy.  Can’t you just 
imagine such a great glory!  The undefiled joy of heaven.  No sin.  
Nothing that causes an abomination.  And that will be the joy, 
beloved.  As you struggle with your own sin, as you struggle with 
the impurities of your own heart and soul, I hope you recognize 

that real joy is to be done with sin.  When you receive your 
inheritance, you will experience for the first time, undefiled joy.   
Total, absolute and complete joy, unstained by any sin 
whatsoever.

1 John 3:2  “Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we 
will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears 
we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And 
everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.”

Such a joy it shall be.  And, thirdly,

C. Our inheritance has unfading glory.
v.4  “...that does not fade away.”

One Greek word. If the first Greek word in verse 4 refers to an 
inheritance untouched by death (incorruptible), the second 
unstained by evil (undefiled), then this word means unimpaired by 
time.

It is like a flower that never fades.  The bloom goes on and on.  
The grass never withers.  The bud never dies.  The flower never 
wastes away.  It is perfect perennial.  The leaf never turns brown.  
The body never grows old.  There is no infirmity.  No aging 
process.  Nothing.  Nothing but unfading glory.

That is not our experience now, is it?

Is. 40:6  “The voice said, "Cry out!" And he said, "What shall I 
cry?" "All flesh is grass, And all its loveliness is like the flower of 
the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades, Because the 
breath of the LORD blows upon it; Surely the people are grass. 8 
The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God 
stands forever.”

Page �  of �3 6



All that we have that is unfading now is the Word of our God.  
Nothing else is certain.  Just death and taxes, as they say.  
Everything in this life fades away.  Everything about this life fades 
away.

And we try to  deny that, don’t we?  So you use makeup to 
cover up the imperfections of your face.  You clothe yourselves 
with fine clothes to hide your fading glory.  There is our attention 
to hair and jewelry.  And physical fitness.  We present ourselves 
as if all of this was untrue, as if you could actually deny or hide 
the ever-fading glory of your earthly existence.

People of God, unfading glory doesn’t come until we receive 
the inheritance.  So don’t fool yourself.  Don’t worship at the god 
of youth and youthful vitality.  Stop worshiping the strength of the 
young and fit.  And you teenagers and young adults, please don’t 
get caught up in the insecurities of thinking that your beauty and 
glory depends upon your appearance, your clothes, your hair, 
your jewelry.  Now, in this present age, we have a glory is not 
unfading at all.  

Is. 40:30  “Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the 
young men shall utterly fall.”

It is only when you receive your eternal inheritance that you 
will enjoy unfading glory.  Our inheritance is imperishable, 
undefiled, unfading, and one more thing, verse 5,

D. Our inheritance is ready.
The inheritance is identified as our salvation.  The one is the 

other.  They define the very same thing.  And though we’re talking 
about the future, though we’re talking about something you now 
only hope for, now waiting until you can possess it, still, it’s ready!  

This inheritance, this salvation, is “ready to be revealed in the 
last time.”  It’s coming!  It’s coming soon.  The end of the age is 
near.  Jesus’ return is near.  It’s next, the next great event in 
history.  And whether that means we have to wait another day or 
a thousand years, everything is ready and everything is in place.

That’s a mixed bag, isn’t it?  Because our inheritance, our 
salvation, also means that the wicked shall be destroyed!  If our 
inheritance is ready, then so is the judgment upon unbelievers.  
Thus Peter declares,

2 Peter 3:8  “But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that 
with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, 
as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not 
willing that any should perish but that all should come to 
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and 
the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the 
works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these 
things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be 
in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 
dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent 
heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”

It’s ready.  It’s coming.  And you and I should be looking for it!  
Come, Lord Jesus.  Come quickly.

But there might be a problem.  The problem is you.  The 
problem is me.  The inheritance might be preserved, but I’m not 
sure I’ll be able to remain faithful!  There isn’t a problem with the 
inheritance, but there are lots of problems with me.  
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Peter addresses that problem!  Not only is the inheritance 
reserved, but God’s people are preserved.  Look at how Peter 
defines,

II. OUR PRESERVATION.
v.5
“Kept.”  Or more descriptively, “preserved.”  

You are kept, protected.  You are watched over, a word with 
reference to the military, indicating the guarding done by soldiers.  
You have God’s own secret service agents watching over you in 
with far more power than the best of those who guard the 
President of the United States.  

I was in the White House a number of years ago when a small 
plane inadvertently entered restricted airspace around 
Washington.  And those secret service agents who were giving us 
the White House tour turned into highly trained and fully armed 
guards for the president of the United States.  We were ushered 
out of the White House immediately, commanded to run as we 
exited the doors.  And on every corner of the street were guards 
fully armed and fully prepared to do whatever was necessary for 
the protection of our President.  

That’s what this word means.  You are kept, protected, God is 
doing it!  God is protecting you.  

v.5a

A. Our protection is accomplished by the power of God.
And that’s good, isn’t it?  Because if your protection depended 

upon your own strength, you would be in deep trouble.

So how do you get that protection?  Peter says, by faith.
v.5  “…through faith.”

B. Our protection is received by faith.
Thus your salvation is ready to be revealed at the last time, 

and it is sure and certain. And as for you, you are guarded by God 
himself.

Thus Jesus declares,
John 10:27  “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 

they follow Me. 28 "And I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 
29 "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and 
no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.”

So we have what we call the doctrine of the perseverance of 
the saints.  The “P” in the tulip.  God preserves us!  God keeps 
us.  God protects us. 

Phil. 1:6  “…being confident of this very thing, that He who has 
begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ.”

In Jesus’ words, 
John 6:39  “And this is the will of him who sent me, that I 

should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on 
the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone 
who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal 
life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”

To put that same idea in the more theological words of Paul,
Rom. 8:30  “Moreover whom He predestined, these He also 

called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He 
justified, these He also glorified.”

Your inheritance is reserved.  It has your name on it.  And you 
are preserved, so that you will be ready to inherit it on that day.  
God protects both ends of the deal.  He reserves the inheritance 
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and he preserves the heirs.

Now, the big picture of 1 Peter.  The trials and struggles of life!  
That’s what this is all about.  Not just theology for theology’s sake, 
but theology for the sake of your encouragement in the midst of 
the trials of life.

v.6

Let me end by putting together the last two sermons as the 
words are written by Peter.  A blessing for God’s people, the elect.  
A blessing for your encouragement.  And the foundation upon 
which Peter will urge you to rejoice no matter what the 
circumstances of your life might be.  Here’s the blessing,

v.3  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that 
does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept 
by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.”
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