
In the Beginning
John 1:1-3

Life is uncertain.  Everything about life is uncertain.  Nothing is 
secure.  Nothing is guaranteed.  I know that.  I have been your 
interim pastor for a full year now, and I still have no idea what 
presbytery will do next weekend.  That decision, of course, will 
affect the whole of my life, including where I and my family will 
live.  It affects the whole of the life of this church as well.

So life is uncertain.  And the future is unknown.  Furthermore, 
the past is unalterable.  So all that we have is for sure is the 
present.  And as Christians, therefore, we are called to live in the 
present.  We can’t change the past, and we don’t know the future.  
As Jesus puts it,

Mat. 6:34  “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is 
its own trouble.”

Similarly,
James 4:13  “Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we 

will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, 
and make a profit”; 14 whereas you do not know what will happen 
tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for 
a little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, 
“If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.” 16 But now you 
boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.”

What is your life?  Quite a philosophical question, isn’t it?  
What is your life?  And the answer, by itself, isn’t very 
encouraging, in terms of your own sense of importance, is it?  
“[Your life] is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then 
vanishes away.”

So there must be something more.  There simply must be 
something more.  And there is.  And to understand it, to 
understand what more there is to life than our own mortal, finite 
existence, you have to know what is meant by eternity.  And that’s 
where I will start this morning, as we start a series of sermons on 
the gospel of John.

Eternity.  What is eternity?  I can answer that question.  And I 
believe you can understand the answer to that question.  You 
don’t need an advanced, upper-level college level course in 
philosophy to answer that question.  You don’t need any 
particularly advanced command of vocabulary.  It is simple.  The 
basic idea of eternity is simple.  I want all of you to grasp this, 
adults and children alike.  What is eternity?

Let me use the words of the Bible to answer that question.  “In 
the beginning.”  That’s eternity.  In the beginning.  In other words, 
before the beginning.  Before time time began.  That’s eternity.

Now, not to confuse you, eternity can also refer to the future, 
with the same sense of a relationship to time.  Eternity future 
would be “after the completion of time.”  The word is used in the 
Bible, “forever.”  Now and forever, that’s now and in eternity 
future.  We often read the phrase, “forever and ever.”  That’s 
eternity.  Beyond the existence of time.

So eternity really has two definitions, or two focal points, one 
past and one future.  Forever and ever, that’s eternity future.  And 
“in the beginning,” that’s eternity past.  And that is our focus this 
morning.  It is what I call in my first main point,

I. THE ETERNAL BEGINNING. 
Actually, that’s redundant.  In other words, I’m saying the 

same thing twice.  But I’m doing it to make a point.  There is no 
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other kind of beginning than and eternal beginning.  Eternity really 
is the beginning, but what I am really trying to emphasize is 
perhaps even more fully expressed by the words, “before the 
beginning.”  That’s the eternal beginning, from our perspective–it 
is a reference to before the beginning of the world as we see it 
and know it.

And that’s how John starts his gospel.  “In the beginning…”

I hope you immediately realize that that is how the whole Bible 
starts as well.  Certainly, that is no coincidence.  John is fully 
aware of what is in Genesis 1:1, and he essentially quotes that 
verse as he sets out to introduce us to Jesus.  “In the beginning 
was the Word.”  And we know that is a reference to Jesus, 
because we read in,

v.14  “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”    

So we read,
Gen. 1:1  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the 

earth.”

So let me come back to my focus, which is…  

A. A definition of eternity.
With reference to the past, eternity is that which defines what 

is before the creation of the world.  “In the beginning” can then 
also mean, “before the creation of the world.”  And Paul helps us 
out here with his phrase in,

Eph. 1:4  “…before the foundation of the world.”

Jesus uses the same expression,
Mat. 25:4  “Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 

‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world.”

The Bible uses that language frequently.  “Before the 
foundation of the world.”  It means, “In the beginning.”  The 
eternal beginning.  Or more simply, “Eternity.”  The Greek word 
emphasizes the sense of origin.  

Now, let me ask an important question.  Why?  Why talk about 
this?  Why emphasize a definition of eternity?  More fully, what is 
the practical application to my life?  What difference does this 
make for me in my day to day life?  I hope you know me well 
enough after listening to me preach for a year that that is a 
question I always want to ask.  And that is a question to which I 
always want you to have an answer.  I have no interest in 
presenting to you a philosophical lecture of the sublime doctrine 
of eternity.  But I do want you to walk away this morning with a 
sense that the Word of God has changed your life in some way or 
another.  So what is,

B. A practical application of eternity?
I’m glad you asked that question?

My second and third points this morning will provide a more 
lengthy answer to that question, in terms of knowing Jesus and 
understanding the nature of faith, but let me give you the short 
answer first.  What is the practical application of the doctrine of 
eternity?  What difference does it make?  Turn with me to,

Col. 1:17  “And He is before all things, and in Him all things 
consist.”

That’s the short answer to the practical benefit of eternity.  
Eternity means Jesus, Jesus lives in eternity.  “He is before all 
things.”  And because he lives in eternity, Paul writes, “in him all 
things consist.”

The NASB and the ESV put it, “in Him all things hold together.”  
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Perhaps it could be translated, “in Him all things are held 
together!”  Or, “in Him all things are placed together in an orderly 
and organized fashion.”   All things are tied together.  All things 
put together into a single, uniform plan.  The idea is the same as 
what Paul writes about God’s eternal purpose or eternal decree, 
describing it as,

Eph. 1:11  “…the purpose of Him who works all things 
according to the counsel of His will.”

In other words, God has a purpose, the determination of his 
own will.  God has a decree, that ultimately directs and governs 
everything that comes to pass.  And the reality of that assurance 
comes from the idea that Jesus himself is eternal, that he is 
“before all things.”  And because he is “before all things,” “in him 
all things hold together!”  All things fit together.  All things work 
together, because “in the beginning was the Word.”  In the 
beginning, there was God.

We read of Jesus in,
Heb. 1:3  “…upholding all things by the word of His power.” 

Dear friends, it was not a big bang that established the world.  
Nor is it by mere chance or fate that the world is governed.  
Rather, our comfort, our encouragement, our hope for any 
meaning in a life that seems full of chaos and disorder is in the 
certainty of the doctrine of Jesus’ eternity.

Eternity isn’t a philosophical idea to be debated with mere 
intellectual arguments.  The doctrine of eternity isn’t an argument 
to be won.  Rather, it is a biblical doctrine that gives you hope in a 
world that otherwise seems to be governed by disorder and 
chaos.  And the reason for that hope, as I have obviously already 
said, is personal.  The reason that the doctrine of eternity gives us 
hope and security is because Jesus is eternal.  John calls Jesus 

the Word.  

II. THE ETERNAL WORD.
v.1  “In the beginning was the Word.” 

And so John’s gospel moves immediately to,

A. An introduction to the second person of the Trinity.
v.1  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God.”

Now, there is actually a simple definition of the Trinity.  There 
is not single Bible verse to provide that definition, but there are a 
large number of verses throughout the whole of the Bible that can 
be put together in a coherent and consistent way.  Here is the 
simple doctrine.  There is one God.  He exists as three persons, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Each person is fully God, 
inseparable from the others, but identified distinctly as separate 
persons though each one equal in power and glory.

So here in John 1, we meet the second person of the Trinity.  
The Word.  In the beginning, the Word was with God, there 
referring to God the Father.  Jesus was there.  He was with God 
“in the beginning.”  Before the foundation of the world, Jesus 
existed as God.  He did not become God.  He was not created to 
be God, he was eternal.  In the beginning.  “He is before all 
things.”

So we disagree completely with the Mormon church, which 
believes that Jesus was a created being who became a god, just 
as you and I can become gods too.  We disagree completely with 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, who also deny the eternal deity of Jesus.  
Jesus was not merely a man, he was not merely a good teacher, 
nor was he simply a martyr to inspire us to living a better life.  
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Instead, our faith is built upon this foundational commitment to 
Jesus, the Word of God, existing from all eternity as God.  Our 
Westminster Confession of Faith defines it with these words, “The 
Son of God, the second person in the Trinity, being very and 
eternal God, of one substance and equal with the Father…”

So whenever you think about the second person of the Trinity, 
you have to acknowledge equality.

B. The equality of the second person of the Trinity.
“The Word was God.”  Jesus is God.

Let me read a few cross references.   First, Romans 9:5, Paul 
is speaking about the Jews as a nation, and says of them,

Rom. 9:5  “of whom are the fathers and from whom, according 
to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed 
God. Amen.”

Col. 2:9  “For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all 
principality and power.”

1 John 5:20  “And we know that the Son of God has come and 
has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is 
true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This 
is the true God and eternal life.”

Heb. 1:1  “God, who at various times and in various ways 
spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these 
last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir 
of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; 3 who being 
the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, 
and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had 
by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the 

Majesty on high, 4 having become so much better than the 
angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name 
than they.”

Jesus is he “the brightness of His glory and the express image 
of His person.”  In other words, God.  Equal with the Father.  
Eternal in glory.  With one more essential point to make about 
Jesus as John introduces us to him.

v.1  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God.”

And then,
v.3

In other words, to know Jesus, to believe in Jesus, is to 
believe in,

III. THE ETERNAL CREATION.
John is obviously referring back to Genesis 1.
Gen. 1:1  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the 

earth. 2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was 
on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and 
there was light. 4 And God saw the light, that it was good; and 
God divided the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light 
Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the evening and the 
morning were the first day.”

Amazing, isn’t it, that arrogant human beings of our own day 
presume for themselves to understand how the world came into 
being.  So these great and studied scientists declare that there 
was all sorts of gasses and molecules, from who knows where, 
and then there was a big band, everything exploded, and the 
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perfect conditions necessary for order and life were brought into 
existence.  Order was formed out of chaos.  And if you know 
anything about the second law of thermodynamics, or maybe 
even if you don’t, you know that order never comes from chaos.  
It is always the other way around, as scientists themselves can 
observe and declare.  Any isolated system will always go from a 
condition of order to one of disorder.  Unless there are outside 
forces to intervene, there will always be an increase in disorder, 
or as the scientists would say, entropy.  There will always be an 
increase of entropy.  There will always be an increase in decay 
and disorder.

A big bang, in which disordered and chaotic elements explode 
and form the perfect order of this world in which we live is simply 
absolute nonsense.  To the contrary, what is obvious, is that the 
world in which we live is the work of a creator.  And if it were not 
for the blinding power of sin, that would be known and confessed 
by all men.  And God’s hold men accountable for their sin, as Paul 
declares in,

Rom. 1:18  “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be 
known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 
21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as 
God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and 
their foolish hearts were darkened.”

God has made his invisible attributes clearly known.  Just look 
at this world.  Just examine the details of this creation.  “For since 
the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal 

power and Godhead.”

For us who believe, that is a matter of our faith.  Actually, it 
becomes the very definition of our faith, the faith to believe that 
God is the creator of the world and everything in it.  That God the 
Son has himself made all things!  In Scripture,

A. Creation is presented as the definition of faith.
It’s not an optional doctrine.  It’s not a secondary doctrine.  It is 

placed front and center as the very definition of what it is to have 
faith.  And this is our faith,

v.3  “All things were made through Him, and without Him 
nothing was made that was made.” 

We don’t see God, but we live by faith not by sight.  And so we 
believe.

Heb. 11:3  “By faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen 
were not made of things which are visible.”

That’s the definition of faith.  “The worlds were framed by the 
word of God.”  And God made all things from nothing, “so that the 
things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.”

God took nothing, and he made something!  That’s his divine 
power.  God started with nothing.

Gen. 1:2  “The earth was without form, and void; and darkness 
was on the face of the deep.”

And he created the world.  Now, do you remember what 
Genesis 1 says about how God made the world?  By his word!  
Just as John says.

Gen. 1:3  “Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was 
light.”
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God spoke.  That’s Jesus.  That’s the word of God.  Through 
whom all things were made that have been made!

Gen. 1:6  Then God said, “Let there be a firmament in the 
midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.”

Gen. 1:9  Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens 
be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear”; 
and it was so.”

The spoke his word, “and it was so.”  Such divine glory.  Such 
divine power.  Made evident for all to see.  Just look!

B. Creation demonstrates the power of God.
v.3  “…without Him nothing was made that was made.”

Let me go back to Hebrews, and notice how the writer of 
Hebrews connects the power of the word of God in creation with 
the work of Jesus in our salvation.  Referring to the son, we read,

Heb. 1:2  “…through whom also He made the worlds; 3 who 
being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His 
person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when 
He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high.”

So Jesus, through whom all things were created, is the same 
Jesus who “by Himself purged our sins.”  And he is the same 
Jesus who upholds “all things by the word of His power.”

It is that Jesus whom I proclaim to you.  It is that Jesus who 
brings life, through faith in him.  It is the gospel of Jesus that I 
preach, with the clear words that we find in,

Rom. 10:9  “…that if you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved.”

1 John 5:11  “And this is the testimony [of the gospel]: that 
God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.”

Rom. 3:6  “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; 
and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abides on him.”
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