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to NP

{The content of this email may not be shared without the permission of the sender}

Friends,
It’s that time again. I waited as long as possible before firing up the Partnership for 2019, but it’s 
time.

Wanted to give you a few updates and things to keep an eye on.

I. News
II. Calendar
III. To Do

NEWS
My sense is that the next 3-5 years of assembly work will shape the next forty years of the PCA. 
If we are clear in advocating for greater health in the Presbyterian Church in America, we will all
be part of a more beautiful, more orthodox denomination for Kingdom work around the world. 
But as always, it will require dedicated and sacrificial efforts. 
I am not in the habit of reacting to the minority, one which seeks to drag us into a place of greater
uniformity with their vision for the PCA; a vision out of line with her original charter; so let’s not
worry about what other organizations in the PCA are saying or doing. Let’s worry about the next 
healthy thing we can do as a denomination, starting with this year’s assembly.

This year’s Assembly will focus on a couple of things in particular:
-More concern about the PCA sliding into liberalism. This will center on an overture to remove 
Covenant as the denominational seminary, as well as overtures asking the denomination to affirm
the Nashville Statement (regarding human sexuality and marriage). I will speak strongly against 
any and all of these measures at a later date and look forward to hearing from you all as well. 
Given the easy prejudices of our cultural commitments, it will be important for us to think 
soberly and sort out the ethical questions of our day biblically and confessionally. I believe we 
continue to be on excellent footing as a denomination. We need to save our Orthodoxy Voices for
when the Gospel is truly at stake in the PCA. This is not that time.



-An opportunity to further clarify how ecclesiastical authority works and how unordained people 
may serve the denomination. For some this is where they have pledged to go no further - 
promising to leave the PCA. I can tell you that I have been greatly impressed by the scholarship 
and wisdom displayed by those advocating a change to our rules regarding the work of 
unordained people on committees. I’ve asked Pastor Larry Hoop to chime in here as he is part 
of a working group on this issue. You can read his reasoning at the end of this NP Note.

II. CALENDAR
Feb. 26: Deadline for nominations to permanent committees
March 23: Nominating Committee meets in Atlanta
May 29-31: RPR meets in Atlanta
June 25-28: GA meets in Dallas

III. TO DO
-There’s always a need to keep things running smoothly. Volunteering for NomCom, or RPR   is 
tending the fire. If we aren’t there in force, things fall apart. Please continue to participate in 
these committees or help your presbytery find someone to take those slots.

-Participating in a GA Committee of Commissioners is an expected part of your role in the NP. 
Most critical is the Overtures Committee. There will be SIGNIFICANT work in that committee 
this year and we need very strong participation. This is the primary deliberative body at the 
Assembly level. Please do all that you can to ensure your presbytery is well represented. A friend
of mine recently mentioned the fact that he tried to get on the OC but found that there was an 
informal process that led to the same people getting on that committee year after year. I cannot 
stress enough that you must be willing to make this an above-board process. There is no 
harm insisting that your presbytery vote on their commissioners. Even if the man taking the spot 
is well thought-of, the goal for each presbytery is to elect someone who represents the 
membership. The best way to do so is to ask the presbytery to explicitly nominate. 

-Given the fire that Covenant Seminary is receiving from the Aquila Report and other gossip 
outlets, we should also ensure that the majority in the denomination is represented on the CTS 
Committee of Commissioners. 

-The Admin committee is always operating under high scrutiny. Participating in the Admin 
Committee CoC is a yearly need. 

I would rank the need as follows: 1. OC, 2. CTS, 3. Admin

-Let me know if you are serving on a Committee of Commissioners so I can update our records. 

______________
A “SPEECH’ IN SUPPORT OF OVERTURE W (Pastor Larry Hoop)
 
Someone might ask “Why should we change the Book of Order concerning 
membership on our Permanent Committees?” A better question to ask is “Why not?”



 
This is a better question because of what Scripture teaches us about stewardship. We 
are called to make the best possible use of our time, talents, finances, etc. This 
certainly applies to our Church as well as to its individual members. Good 
stewardship calls for us to place any of our people in the places where they can best 
serve our Lord in His church unless Scripture imposes some restriction on that arena 
of service. In other words, we should employ the gifts of all our members ordained or 
non-ordained, male or female on our Permanent Committees unless there is some 
Biblical restriction on who may serve on them. In the case of our Permanent 
Committees, the question is this: is there some Biblical principle that restricts their 
membership to elders?
 
The only Biblical reason for this restriction would be that our Committees 
exercise the governingauthority that is restricted to elders. Is this the case? Careful 
consideration of the BCO and RAO reveal that it is not. BCO 15-1 provides a general 
statement about the function of committees as contrasted to commissions: A 
committee is appointed to consider, examine, and report. Commissions, however, are 
authorized to deliberate and conclude the business referred to it.  The ordination 
process illustrates the difference. In most presbyteries, a 
Credentials Committee examines candidates for ordination. This committee has the 
authority to conduct the exam, asking questions within the BCO guidelines. However, 
it does not have the power to approve the exam. Only the presbytery can do that. Once
the candidate is approved, the presbytery appoints a commission to carry out the 
ordination. The commission’s action then becomes the action of the presbytery; it 
has governing authority that the Credentials Committee lacks. 
 
BCO 14-1.7 goes beyond this general principle to address the role of General 
Assembly Permanent Committees specifically: “The Assembly’s Committees are to 
serve and not direct any Church judicatories [that is, church courts]. They are not 
to establish policy, but rather execute policy established by the General 
Assembly.”[emphasis added] Thus Committees do not exercise governing authority. 
This explains why the RAO directs the work of the Permanent Committee (reflecte4d 
in its Minutes) to be examined by Committees of General 
Assembly Commisioners annually to ensure that Committees are following the 
Assembly’s directives.  Some have argued that these General Assembly Committees 
of Commissioners are mere “rubber stamps” of the Committees whose records they 
review. While it is true that, generally speaking, these Committees find the work of 
the Permanent Committees to be in order, that is more reflective of the fact that there 
is seldom conflict as to those Committees staying within their bounds or making wise 
recommendations to the Assembly. However, there have been notable instances 



where there has been vigorous debate within a Committee of Commissioners 
concerning a proposal made by a Permanent Committee, sometimes yielding an 
alternative proposal. For example, at the 44th General Assembly, the Committee of 
Commissioners for the Administrative Committee recommended, contrary to the 
Permanent Committee’s recommendation, that a study committee on the role of 
women in the ministry of the church not be formed. From this it should be noted: the 
Permanent Committee did not have the authority to set up that committee on its own –
it lacked the governing authority to do so. That authority belonged to the court 
alone. Conclusion: our Permanent Committees are specifically directed not to exercise
governing authority; therefore, there is not Biblical reason to restrict their membership
to elders, and every reason to employ all the appropriately gifted people in our 
churches in their membership.
 
[1It has been argued that Permanent Committees do possess a form of governing 
authority identified as “diatactical” – a word unknown to most of us until it was 
brought up in connection with an overture similar to this one last 
year. Diatactical power refers to the authority to implement the circumstances of our 
polity which is a form of governing authority. However, the person making the 
argument last yearinterpreted this to include administering the directives of a court. A 
moments reflection should reveal that administering the directives of a court can’t 
be a form of governing authority, for then everyoneinvolved in administering the 
directives of our courts would have to be an elder – not just our Permanent 
Committees, but also all the member of their staff (think of the AC office, all those 
listed on the MNA brochure, all of our missionaries). A look at the history of our Book
of Order and its predecessor, the PCUS Book of Order2, gives a more complete idea of
how diatactical power is to be understood. The 1867 draft of the PCUS BCO (chapter 
5.2.2) identifies diatactical power as the power that allows the Church (through action 
of its courts) “to establish canons for the government, discipline, worship and 
extension of the church” – in other words, to create the structure enshrined in the 
Book of Order through which the directives of Church Courts are carried out. It does 
not extend to the carrying out of the directives itself. In other words, the execution of 
General Assembly policy, which is the work assigned to the Permanent Committees, 
is not an exercise in diatactical power.]
 
We strongly believe the PCA is responsible to provide the opportunity for our people 
to exercise their gifts in all the avenues open to them. However, we recognize that not 
everyone will be convinced by our arguments. Some will still maintain that Permanent
Committees do exercise governing authority, or perhaps, that it is prudent for 
Permanent Committee membership to be restricted to elders. For this reason, we offer 
this overture as a compromise. While we believe there should be no restriction to any 



of our members being Permanent Committee members, our overture ensures that a 
majority of each Committee will be ordained elders, with the chair of the committee 
reserved for elders. We believe this is a reasonable compromise in that it retains elder 
leadership of the Committees while opening the membership to gifted church 
members who are not ordained.  
 
1 I’d use this argument only if somebody brings “diatactical authority” up. That’s why 
it’s in brackets.
2 This is found on the PCA Historical Center website: “The Historical Development of
the PCA Book of Church Order” http://pcahistory.org/bco/index.html, an amazing 
volume of work done by the Wayne Sparkman and the PCA Historical Center
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to thenp@googlegroups.com
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I. News
II. Calendar
III. To Do

NEWS
-A couple letters of concern are reaching Missouri Presbytery as sessions and presbyteries continue 
to worry about Revoice and the PCA’s view of the sinfulness of homosexual desire. I’m sure Missouri
will do a fine job answering those questions with clarity as they are in the thick of that conversation 
regularly and are finishing their own study on the question. 

- There are three items, in particular, that I think could do a great amount of good in the PCA, should 
they be adopted. Perhaps this is a worthy goal for the year.

1. We should be encouraged by this request for a study committee regarding domestic abuse. 
There’s much that needs to be done here to empower and equip 

http://pcahistory.org/bco/index.html


churches: https://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Overture-7-Pacific-NW-Ad-Interim-on-
Domestic-Abuse-etc..pdf

2. This overture regarding the ministry of unordained persons on our committees and agencies in the
PCA helps us clarify the nature of delegated authority and opens a venue for the gifts of the 
unordained to serve the Church. https://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Overture-8-
Ohio-Valley-Non-ordained-on-CAs.pdf

3. We are permitted TWO concurrent Ad-Interim Study Committees (we did this with the Racial 
Reconciliation and Women in Ministry committees). I would recommend that a presbytery take up a 
Study Committee very narrowly defined on the nature of Homosexual desire and recommended 
steps for ministering to those struggling with same sex attraction in the Body of Christ. Below is my 
reasoning - I welcome your feedback as we all seek to think through this: 

“After a few days of mulling over the issue, here’s where I am: I think we should push for a study 
committee. I am not enthusiastic about linking it to the Nashville statement as a substitute, I do not 
want the SC to be a response to the GRN, or anyone else. So defeat that statement soundly, then 
approve a committee. My rationale is this:

1. I do believe there is confusion in our denomination, among people of good faith, people in the 
middle of the PCA, who would like to know how to deal with SSA among the people in our 
congregation. Revoice exists, in part, because our best strategy has been don’t ask-don’t tell in the 
PCA. The voices that speak the loudest for many of these pastors and elders, youth pastors and 
directors, are not our best voices. 

2. The question of homosexual attraction should be answered in line with biblical anthropology and 
an orthodox doctrine of sin. Are we content that the lines of argument end up with, “well would you 
call yourself an adulterous Christian?” Well yeah, actually, I would consider myself both sinner and 
saint. The difference between having personal piety and being pietistic is our willingness to see that 
personal holiness pleads the blood of Jesus daily. We see through a glass dimly, I believe in part, 
because our eyes are clouded by desire in all kinds of directions. Are those who struggle with SSA 
not allowed in the fellowship of half-blind jackasses looking for the Glory of the Lord? To give up on 
this issue strikes at the heart of our beautiful orthodoxy. I’m in the PCA because we have the best 
answers for the toughest questions. We have the toolbox for dealing with these kinds of ethical 
issues. Let’s not be Presbyterians in the light and Baptists in the dark. 

3. Yes we run the risk of the wrong moderator selecting the wrong committee. So let’s not lose the 
moderator vote. Win. We have to be there, we have to get our Elders in the room at GA, we have to 
find ways to finance our friends that can’t afford it. We have to show up. The only way to avoid the 
wrong committee is to win the right to a good committee. You have to show up. 

4. The committee should simply be our best, with some geographic diversity. I want seven voters 
who are theologians and practitioners on the issue, and a couple of advisory committee members 
who are in the trenches daily. If we’re going to study the problem of people getting left in ditches I’d 
like some Good Samaritans on the committee. I do not want a camel committee with extremists to 
represent the extremes. I do not believe this is a report that serves only our cultural moment - I want 
us to look beyond our current battle lines to the church of the next generation. What PCA will my 
daughters inherit? This SC should provide a report that paves the way in Christian ethics for the next
thing. Worrying about quieting the extremists is only going to give us a report that serves this 
assembly, alone. Not worth our time. 

I believe in our guys. I know there’s a risk, but I also don’t believe in punting on first down. Our 
generation has been given this particular moment to minister the Gospel in the PCA. We are 

https://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Overture-8-Ohio-Valley-Non-ordained-on-CAs.pdf
https://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Overture-8-Ohio-Valley-Non-ordained-on-CAs.pdf
https://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Overture-7-Pacific-NW-Ad-Interim-on-Domestic-Abuse-etc..pdf
https://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Overture-7-Pacific-NW-Ad-Interim-on-Domestic-Abuse-etc..pdf


servants of Christ’s church, and this is a moment for the Church to greet suffering with beautiful 
orthodoxy. I believe in our guys, why should we be afraid to study something like this? There will be 
crazy coming to meet our commitment - there will be articles in the Aquila Report calling Mike the 
Pied Piper and Scott Sauls will wear the black hat. Someone will call me Jim again on Facebook and
I’ll want to burn it all down. That’s okay. 

We will face pressure to sign on to a Nashville statement that is simply the latest stick being used to 
whack away the unclean. Does anyone really think this statement is more than empty words? Where
does it leave us? What are the next words, after the statement? Come to my house? Eat at my 
table? Sleep in my bed? I doubt it.

 It’s a “time to stand,” they say, and I actually agree with that sentiment. The Bible is full of people 
standing, but sometimes people just stood around while beautifully orthodox people stood to serve, 
and stood to carry friends on stretchers who needed to be in the room with Jesus. So let’s stand.”

Again, please feel free to sharpen my thinking around this issue. Grateful for all of you.

II. CALENDAR
Feb. 26: Deadline for nominations to permanent committees
March 23: Nominating Committee meets in Atlanta
May 29-31: RPR meets in Atlanta
June 25-28: GA meets in Dallas

III. TO DO
-We DESPERATELY need a strong showing in the Overtures committee this year. Here is our 
current list. Please update:
Could I get an Overtures Committee membership update from all of you? Here are the NP members 
I currently have on the committee:

TE James Kessler (Columbus Metro)
TE David Ridenhour (Hills and Plains)
TE EJ Nusbaum (Rocky Mountain)
TE Walt Henegar (Metro Atlanta)
TE Rob Wootton (James River)
TE Tag Tuck (Blue Ridge)
TE Kevin Twit (Nashville)
TE Ben Lyon (Tidewater)
TE Andy Moehn (Westminster)
TE Dan Herron (Central Indiana)
TE Jeremy Fair (North Texas)
TE Joshua Reitano (Ohio Valley)

-Can you check in your presbytery and ensure that you have a nominations process for your OC 
rep? This means that there is a vote at some point on the floor for these nominees and consider 
standing for election. The OC, when populated in a healthy way, saves everyone a lot of time and 
frustration at the Assembly, and throughout the year. Participating in a GA Committee of 
Commissioners is an expected part of your role in the NP. There will be SIGNIFICANT work on OC 
committee this year and we need very strong participation. This is the primary deliberative body at 
the Assembly level. Please do all that you can to ensure your presbytery is well represented. 



-Update us on the status of the OC nominees from your presbytery, if you haven’t already.

james
<james@newcityhilliard.org>
Mar 15, 2019, 7:06:01 PM





to NP

Brothers,
A chaotic assembly. A lot in the air. Articles about the fall of Orthodoxy in the PCA. Promises to stand
on principles. Blogs and letters of concern, and Al Mohler helping the PCA stay confessional. It can 
be overwhelming.

Let me encourage you to see three objects on the horizon, three things I believe we can win in the 
service of creating a denomination worth having:

1. The improvement of our BCO in pastoral care for abuse cases.

2. The defeat and/or replacement of the Nashville Statement with real guidance, care and and clarity
for ministry to those struggling with SSA.

3. Providing the means for the unordained, including women, to serve as voting members on 
committees of our boards and agencies.

Each one of these goals is worth the time, effort, and money required to get to Dallas. Each goal is 
worth the investment of your sweat and hope. And I believe we can win all three, for the first time in 
our denomination’s history.

Let’s keep our eyes on the prize. Get on the overtures committee, plan your week so you are ready 
for the assembly floor. Let’s do our jobs. I’ll have more this Wednesday.

JK

dcassidy3817
<dcassidy3817@gmail.com>
Mar 15, 2019, 7:08:13 PM







to james, NP

Wise and timely words my friend!! Thank you.

David Cassidy Sent from my iPhone

ssauls
<ssauls@christpres.org>
Mar 16, 2019, 8:30:34 AM





to james, NP

Thank you, James.
I for one will be there, fully engaged.

tag...@gmail.com
<tagtuck@gmail.com>
Mar 16, 2019, 11:23:58 AM





to The National Partnership

On the unordained serving - can you (or anyone) post some background material, talking points, or 
share some links to the what and why behind it?

mbates
<mbates@v7pc.org>
Mar 16, 2019, 12:00:02 PM





to james, NP

Agreed. Thank you, James. 



Also, we need people on the Committee of Commissioners for all of our agencies. Some
of our coordinators and presidents have faced unfair attacks. Dr. Dalby has had to 
defend Covenant Seminary from innuendo and false rumors. MTW has faced criticism 
over allowing women to be in leadership positions in ways that are consistent with the 
PCA's position paper. Also, there is an attempt to micromanage our agencies and 
permanent committees, which would be very harmful to the mission of the church. All 
of this means that the CoC could be more interesting and important than in years past.
Thanks again for your leadership.
Mark

NP Note
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I. 2019 Assembly Goals
II. Other GA news

2019 GA GOALS
Reminder that I would recommend 3 primary goals for this year’s assembly:

1. Approve the overture appointing a study committee for guidance on domestic abuse and 
sexual assault cases. https://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Overture-7-Revised-
Pacific-NW-Ad-Interim-on-Domestic-Abuse.pdf 
2. Reject Nashville Statement and approve a study committee on the subject of pastoral care 
for those struggling with same sex attraction.
3. Approve overture calling for the appointment of non-ordained persons to serve on 
committees and boards: https://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Overture-8-Ohio-
Valley-BCO-14-1.10-12-revised.pdf

All of these goals are attainable for us this year. All are vitally important to the health of our 
denomination. Regarding #3, this will be the most difficult to pass. There is a small process issue

https://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Overture-8-Ohio-Valley-BCO-14-1.10-12-revised.pdf
https://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Overture-8-Ohio-Valley-BCO-14-1.10-12-revised.pdf
https://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Overture-7-Revised-Pacific-NW-Ad-Interim-on-Domestic-Abuse.pdf
https://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Overture-7-Revised-Pacific-NW-Ad-Interim-on-Domestic-Abuse.pdf


that will have to be overcome in the overtures committee. The CCB (Committee on 
Constitutional Business) gives their recommendations on all overtures requiring constitutional 
amendments before the assembly each year. Typically, if the CCB rules that an overture is in 
conflict with another part of the constitution, it will make that overture very difficult to pass 
without edits. In this case there is what amounts to putting the address on an envelope, nothing 
wrong with the letter itself. Opponents of the overture will argue vigorously that it is enough 
reason to scuttle it entirely. If we can get it through the OC I feel good about its prospects. 

Ohio Valley passed a study committee overture regarding same sex attraction. Chicago Metro 
also called for a study committee. I believe momentum is moving in this direction. Here’s what 
that means: The moderator election will have far-reaching impact. The moderator will have the 
right to appoint the committee. The right committee could produce a report that blesses our 
churches and strengthens our orthodoxy. You must be present for the moderator election. In our 
Pre-GA rundown in a few weeks we will talk a bit more about the candidates. 3pm Wednesday 
is the moderator election. 

OTHER NEWS
A frustrating late overture from Heritage Presbytery seeking to limit all leadership positions at 
MTW     to only ordained staff (https://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Overture-41-
Heritage-MTW-Statement.pdf). This is a strange view of ordination in the extreme. It would 
require ordained officers in the PCA to assume that their credentials grant them special authority 
in non-church settings. Truly odd, and a pretty blunt attack on MTW’s recent allowance of non-
ordained staff in leadership areas commensurate with their skills. I’ll share this from Pastor Mark
Bates, a member of the MTW board, about why this needs to be defeated:

“Heritage Presbytery passed an overture last week that could have far reaching implications. The 
overture limits certain positions in MTW (team leaders, regional directors, and international 
directors) to ordained elders only. It is a reaction to CMTW's recent policy that allows women to 
serve in certain leadership positions in MTW. 

I believe CMTW's policy is biblical, constitutional, and consistent with the PCA's paper on 
women in ministry. On the other hand, this reactionary overture not only limits where women 
can serve, but also limits where non-ordained men can serve. We currently have a good number 
of non-ordained people serving in these roles. They would lose their jobs if this is passed and it 
would prevent other people (both men and women) who have leadership gifts from using their 
gifts in the church in the future.

CMTW just received this overture. So, we haven't had a chance to craft a response. However, I 
want to get the word out about this.”

__________

Yet another proposal for the PCA to leave the NAE. Here’s the brief summary from Pastor Bruce
O’Neil. A perspective with which I agree completely:

https://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Overture-41-Heritage-MTW-Statement.pdf
https://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Overture-41-Heritage-MTW-Statement.pdf


“Guys, Overture 23 from Central Carolina Presbytery calls for the PCA to leave NAE.  This is 
similar to the effort to leave the NAE back in 2011.  Obviously the NAE is a broad Christian 
organization made up of denominations that we would not agree with on many theological 
issues, but find broad agreement on many more.  I am a member of the Interchurch Relations 
Committee and think it would be unhelpful to the PCA and the NAE if we leave.  The PCA is 
typically looked to for biblical and theological guidance within in NAE.  We have a 
disproportionate influence for the size of our denomination within NAE.  Roy Taylor, our stated 
clerk, has served as the chairman of the Board for NAE for more than a decade.  But I also 
believe the PCA would be impoverished by our leaving the NAE.  The Mission of God is so 
much bigger than the PCA and being part of NAE demonstrates we recognize this fact and are 
willing to cooperate whenever we can.  I hope that this will be defeated in the Committee of 
Commissioners, but if not surely the Assembly will not support such a narrow view of the 
mission.  The IRC has adopted a lengthy response to this overture which will be part of our 
report at GA.”

Ewan Kennedy
<Ewan@redeemeratlanta.org>
Jun 6, 2019, 4:01:25 PM





to james, thenp@googlegroups.com

James,
Can you add Sam....@gmail.com (South City, STL & Revoice Board) to the NP group.

I vouch for him and understand it will fall to me to administer discipline should he ever fail us.

Ewan

Ewan Kennedy
<Ewan@redeemeratlanta.org>
Jun 6, 2019, 4:07:39 PM





to james, thenp@googlegroups.com

Whoopsie.
Sorry.

https://groups.google.com/
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<james@newcityhilliard.org>
Jun 6, 2019, 4:57:14 PM





to thenp@googlegroups.com

{The content of this email may not be shared without the permission of the sender}

Dear friends,
As we head toward this next General Assembly I want to make sure to remind you of a few things:
1. The previous NP email   will give you a lay of the land for the week. Please make sure to read that 
update. I am suggesting three primary goals by which to measure success this year. That email is 
attached below this one.

2. A big part of effectiveness on the floor is making sure you are available to other commissioners 
with whom you have a relationship who may be new to the system or not connected to the 
NP. Please feel free to share - in your own words - the content of our collaboration here. Some of 
these votes may be very close. Connecting personal networks is a key to ensuring that we make 
healthy and informed decisions at the Assembly. 

3. There will be a pre-assembly advisory document we will work through via email. I’ll suggest a 
primary opinion taken from multiple sources and as always I will be very glad to share contrary 
advice. Please be willing to speak up! We all benefit from your willingness to share wisdom. 

4. NON-ASSEMBLY information: You may have heard that some from within this group were also 
involved in starting a conference to take up the oxygen in the room with good news about ministry in 
the PCA. Rather than investing in little battles we want to shift the horizon and look at what God is 
doing through this denomination in the world. Beautiful Orthodoxy is open to any ministry practitioner
in the PCA, your session, lay leaders, teachers, staff. 

Let me give you some insight into the value and importance of the conference, October 15-17, in 
Nashville. No doubt, there are a lot of conferences out there designed to help you think about 
“mission,” and “gospel,” not to mention “ministry.” Certainly this conference does that as well. But as 
a church planter, with a very small budget, I thought I’d tell you why I’m paying to bring six of my 
leadership team members with me:

This is a PCA-centered conference. I want my people to understand why we are in this 
denomination, and what God can do in and through us as we lock arms with churches across the 
country and around the world. There are truly beautiful stories and vistas that aren’t shared until we 
create a forum to share them.



While there is much information, there is even more spiritual formation. I need this - my people 
need this too - desperately, and it is good for us to hear the Gospel preached and ministered by 
someone else every once in a while. We need to be inspired and shaped for our work together! We 
patterned this conference on four values we feel are intrinsic to orthodoxy: beauty, truth, love, and 
rest. There will be     a lot     of worship, and some incredible preaching, we will pray and sing with Kevin 
Twit leading a local team from Nashville. We expect you to leave being healed and renewed. 

I want my people to see a broader view of the PCA than the typical suburban context. I want them 
to see men and women from all walks of life teaching and challenging and sharing the story of the 
Gospel in ways that allow us to dream bigger for our city. 

If you sign up before July 15, you take advantage of the $175 early registration price. I think this 
conference will be a big part of how we sustain a healthy and vibrant PCA for years to come. 

Take a look at those preaching, teaching and story-telling at B|O19 
http://beautifulorthodoxypca.com/

Initial overtures advice
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to thenp@googlegroups.com

This is draft advice concerning ONLY the overtures before the OC. Other overtures (such as the 
request to withdraw from the NAE) are handled by other committees. This draft is for your 
collaboration. Glad to hear and incorporate your substantive changes if you’ve got them.

There will be another document for all overtures coming to the Assembly floor. Hope to see you in 
Dallas!
JK

http://beautifulorthodoxypca.com/
















Scott Sauls pre-GA thoughts
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to NP

This was a good clarification of the lines of controversy we will find in Dallas. I thought it was an 
encouraging look at how an orthodox faith can embrace wisdom at GA

http://scottsauls.com/blog/2019/06/21/thoughts-on-revoice-unnecessary-division-and-the-pca/

Day 1 GA review
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to thenp@googlegroups.com

The end of the first day of GA committee meetings and we wanted you to have a bit of an update. 

1. Overtures committee has two particularly difficult issues before it. Issues related to Same 
Sex Attraction (and Revoice) and unordained persons laboring on committees in boards and 
agencies. After a full day of debate we have nearly completed the first issue, but have not 
dealt at all with the second. This was a 50/50 day, in an earlier session we approved an 
overture that declared the Nashville Statement to be biblically faithful - vigorous debate by 
many who are connected through the NP that this was not a helpful or needed proclamation, 
especially in the absence of equally prominent pastoral guidance on these issues. The vote 
was 58% to approve. While many who are a part of the GRN and are sailing on the cultural 
winds whipped up by Al Mohler and others around this issue, felt this was an important 
victory, I believe they were shocked at the relative closeness of the vote. I personally heard 
from one commissioner who thought there might be only a handful vote against it. This may 
bode well for the Assembly as a whole - this Overtures Committee strikes me as more 
“conservative” on these particular issues, than the body will be later in the week. So I was 
not discouraged by what I consider to be a defeat. There will be a well-reasoned and 
compelling minority report recommending to the Assembly that we not adopt the Statement.

http://scottsauls.com/blog/2019/06/21/thoughts-on-revoice-unnecessary-division-and-the-pca/


Just before 9pm we were able to pass Overture 42, the most helpful of the study committee 
proposals. What this meant was that the Nashville Statement, which some hoped would be 
the sole - and therefore most prominent - statement of the assembly, was no longer alone. 
We acknowledged that we need to study this issue - we are not of one mind and need help. I
do not believe that others on the OC expected the proposal to pass. That outcome 
completed the day with some optimism. Tomorrow we will tackle the second issue and I am 
hopeful that we will be prepared to carry the room. 

2. Interchurch relations committee voted to recommend severing from the NAE. I and others 
have covered why we think this is a serious mistake and you will hear more about this in the 
Pre-Assembly briefing coming out tomorrow morning. 

3. Covenant Seminary - Dr. Dalbey again was the focus of some intensive questioning related 
to Revoice, but he was able to answer firmly, charitably, definitively - as he has several times
over the past few months. 

4. MTW: rejected “elder-only” supervisors in committee. This affirms MTW’s practice of allowing
unordained people to act in places of supervision, accountability, and support of missionaries
and other staff. Good news.

My opinion is that the additional 450ish attendees this year will split 70/30 in a way we would 
probably welcome. I believe an agenda that truly represents the heart of the PCA will be reflected by 
decisions on the floor this week - so try not to overreact, one way or another, to the committee votes.
And further, I think it’s a great idea to pray for the assembly, pray that our means of work at the 
assembly adorns our profession with dignity. We are pastors first. Let’s pray for one another and the 
PCA, but lets also pray for each other’s churches and the people we are seeking to love and serve 
and protect. I feel good about our ability to help the PCA move toward health. I feel even better 
about the ability of King Jesus to rule his church. Grateful to be on His team, most of all. 

JK

UPCOMING:

Tomorrow AM: Wednesday’s Schedule, important votes, etc.

Tomorrow PM: Final overtures advice

Thursday AM: Thursday’s schedule, important votes, etc.

Thursday AM: Nominations advice
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5 views



james
<james@newcityhilliard.org>
Jun 26, 2019, 8:16:07 AM





to thenp@googlegroups.com

Today there are a few goals I would recommend for the group:
1. Pass the unordained persons serving on committees overture through the OC
2. Elect Howie Donahoe for moderator
3. Defeat last year’s BCO 30-1 (see explanation below)
4. Defeat the Interchurch Relations CoC recommended withdrawal from the NAE. (See 

explanation below)
5. Maintain your charity, hope, and grit.

HOWIE DONAHOE
I want to take a moment to share why I will be voting for Howie instead of John Bise. This is not a 
vote against John Bise. He has served in many capacities in the Lord’s Church and the PCA in 
particular. He is kind and willing to help wherever needed. This is more about the opportunity to elect
someone who will serve not only as the moderator of a meeting but for the next five years as an 
advisor on the Cooperative Ministries Committee, a position that requires us to look beyond good 
sentiment in favor of John and toward the gifts we need to utilize in the PCA for the current cultural 
moment.
Howie has served as an elder for 32 years. In four churches across three presbyteries - sea to 
shining sea. He has served on every level of denominational leadership at the Assembly, Presbytery,
and local church. He is currently serving multiple terms on the SJC, helping us sort through cases 
like those related to our SSA debates. This is not to mention his collection of whiskeys and his 
willingness to kindly share them. But it isn’t just his service to the PCA that compels me. 
Howie left a church where he was connected and beloved to go to another PCA church in his area 
that needed an extra elder to help them through a transition. He has been willing to personally travel 
across the country to encourage struggling ministers. I love that view of Eldership in the local church.
The fact is that John is not what some call “political,” something many of us have heard by those 
preferring Bise for moderator. What that means is that we don’t know his views on the role of the 
church or a vision for the PCA in general. We know Howie’s views, his help to many of us in 
understanding the polity of the PCA, the countless hours he spends making sure that we are thinking
through the long-term impact of all those RAO and BCO amendments. We know his care for and 
dedication to the PCA and the ministry of the local church. And as we are trying to think more 
carefully and deeply about how our denomination will speak and minister in a culture of mistrust and 
fear, I want as many voices like Howie’s in the room as possible. We are looking not only for 
someone whose service to the church we can celebrate, but whose leadership we can follow. Howie 
is that guy. 

LAST YEAR’S BCO 30-1



At the beginning of Assembly business we deal with amendments that passed last year’s assembly, 
and voting by presbyteries, and now must pass a second assembly. Part of the reason for that long 
process is that in the intervening year we may see issues with an overture that we missed initially. 
Last year’s BCO 30-1 is an example of just this kind of overture. I reviewed Bryan Chapell’s advice 
on this and I agree with him that we need to vote this down. I am including the text of a speech you 
will hear later on the issue. I would recommend you be ready to vote against this overture:

Item 3 (Amendment to BCO 30-1) attempts a commendable revision, but in doing so creates another problem that contradicts the 
spirit of the revision. The proposed wording would formalize a common misunderstanding of the biblical rules of discipline.

 
That misunderstanding is that the progressive steps of discipline are to be exercised without exception or discretion – 

automatically – whenever there is not satisfactory repentance. The key revisions proposed are not merely permissive (saying what

actions “may” be taken, as in the original opening sentence), nor are they procedural (saying what steps you “should” follow if 

you must progress), but rather the revisions include a directive “shall” (in the 2nd and last sentences), saying that you 

must progress to indefinite suspension or excommunication, unlessthere is satisfactory repentance. Such a mandate removes from

local sessions the discretion needed to shepherd with the discernment and conviction needed to evaluate what is best for the 

spiritual health of individuals and the overall church.

Let’s be clear, Jesus, in Matthew 18, does describe the steps you must follow if you go to the end of the path of church 

discipline; but, the Savior does not teach that you must always go to the end of the path. The procedure is 

mandatory, progression to a predetermined end is not.

To contend that we must go to the end of the path for every known-, not-fully-repented sin is:

1) To require the excommunication of all who overeat and who do not reach proper weight;

2) To require the parent of every wayward teen to submit their child to church discipline; or for the church to discipline such 
parents for the mistakes others believe they have made. 

We are not so mechanical, not because we are compromisers, but because we are committed toexercising proper, pastoral and 

sessional discretion about what is best for the overall health of church and her people in terms of the initiation, timing, 

advancement and degree of discipline.

We remember that love covers a multitude of sins (1 Pet. 1:8); and, that “God’s patience waited in the days of Noah” (1 Pet     3:20). He 

even “endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to make known the riches of his glory for 

vessels of mercy” (Rom     9:22–23).

 
Calvin, who strongly advocated the conscientious and non-prejudicial application of church discipline so that “the contagion of 

sin would not invade the multitude,” nonetheless was remarkably balanced in how he advised the church to proceed with 

“discrimination” and without “disruptive severity.” He advised, “… Great severity is not to be used in lighter sins, but verbal 

chastisement is enough -- and that mild and fatherly -- which should not harden or confuse the 

sinner….” Calvin commended Augustine’s advice against using church trials to discipline public drunkenness because he said it 

would empty the churches. Some sins, he argued can be corrected by formal discipline, but others will require a generation of 

sound preaching. [Inst. IV.12.1-13]

By all means, we should follow biblical procedures when advancing through the steps of discipline, but to 

mandate constitutionally that every sin be moved to higher orders of discipline until there is full and satisfactory repentance will 

make either tyrants or compromisers of us all. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%209.22%E2%80%9323
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%209.22%E2%80%9323
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%209.22%E2%80%9323
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.20


Local sessions must be allowed discretionary decisions about when to commence and how far to take church discipline in order 

to preserve the life and health of the church and her children. This is our shepherding responsibility that requires me to ask you to

vote against this well-intended but improperly-worded amendment. Send it back for more biblically-balanced wording.

PROPOSED WITHDRAWL FROM THE NAE
The permanent committee - Interchurch Relations - recommends against withdrawing 
from the NAE. But a very stacked committee with some of the farthest, hardest right 
voices in the PCA took over committee work yesterday and passed a resolution 
withdrawing from the association. We knew this would happen as it has been the 
stated goal by many who, curiously, are simultaneously seeking to withdraw the PCA 
from the NAE while threatening, for many years, to leave the PCA themselves. I want 
to remind us of the advice of Bruce O’Neil on this matter:
“This is similar to the effort to leave the NAE back in 2011. Obviously the NAE is a 
broad Christian organization made up of denominations that we would not agree with
on many theological issues, but find broad agreement on many more. I am a member 
of the Interchurch Relations Committee and think it would be unhelpful to the PCA 
and the NAE if we leave. The PCA is typically looked to for biblical and theological 
guidance within in NAE.  We have a disproportionate influence for the size of our 
denomination within NAE.  Roy Taylor, our stated clerk, has served as the chairman 
of the Board for NAE for more than a decade. But I also believe the PCA would be 
impoverished by our leaving the NAE. The Mission of God is so much bigger than the 
PCA and being part of NAE demonstrates we recognize this fact and are willing to 
cooperate whenever we can. I hope that this will be defeated in the Committee of 
Commissioners, but if not surely the Assembly will not support such a narrow view of 
the mission. The IRC has adopted a lengthy response to this overture which will be 
part of our report at GA.”

SCHEDULE (Bold, underlined, are the most critical moments for you to be on the floor!)
8a: Overtures committee continues
1.30p: Opening worship service (Irwyn Ince preaching!)
3p: MODERATOR ELECTION.
3.45p: IRC REPORT   (this is the NAE withdrawl I recommend we defeat)

Finally I want to remind us of this: some of you may not have experienced GA week before, or at 
least you haven’t been this involved before. We are thankful for you. There are many in the PCA who
have been bearing the weight of defending it against attacks from all sides, who have championed 
things like Good Faith subscription, who have pushed forward racial reconciliation, who have had to 
run back into the assembly hall for difficult votes, who have had to refocus and re-enlist their energy 
after late-night debates and frustrating results. You are a breath of fresh air for them. You are a sign 



that all of it is worth the work. Please do not be discouraged by early results, whatever they may be. 
The week is long and the story of the church is much longer.
We are all, even our beloved opposition, united  in a future that will renew all things long after the 
last clicker malfunction prompts the last point of personal privilege. We are beloveds of the beloved 
together. Beloved enemies sometimes, fighting like siblings do, and there will be some unfair things 
said and unfair accusations. But let’s be men and women of grit. Let’s not be the first ones to forget 
that we serve the great King, who loves us so. I know you know all of this, but sometimes good news
needs to be rehearsed. He loves us, and we serve him before we serve committees or churches, or 
nefarious and clandestine secret PCA societies. Much love to you all, it’s time to get on the grind and
be counted this week. 

j.dorsey23
<j.dorsey23@gmail.com>

Jun 26, 2019, 12:33:30 PM






to james, thenp@googlegroups.com

Howie Donahoe would be a great Moderator 

NP VOTING REMINDER!
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to NP



Hey all,
Here’s what we need to do today: BE HERE

3pm: MODERATOR ELECTION
3.30p: last year’s overture 30-1 will be debated.
3.45p: IRC committee (delegates reports first THEN NAE withdrawal motion. (Approx 4.30p)

NP DAY 2 review, Day 3 schedule
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to thenp@googlegroups.com

Day 2 review:
I gave you a some goals for today’s assembly business:

1. Pass the unordained persons serving on committees overture through the OC - This failed. 
But we discovered in the course of business that the Overtures Committee is far to the right 
of the Assembly. This gives me hope that we will be able to win this one the floor. We have a 
powerful minority report given by E J Nusbaum and some compelling speeches. 

2. Elect Donahoe for moderator: passed 62-38%. That is quite a margin. Of course Howie was 
very duly and deservedly elected but it might tell us something about what the floor’s 
composition will be. There was heavy electioneering for Bise, and yet his nomination failed 
by 22%. John is a fine man, I want to say that again. But I see this as a win for all the 
reasons given this morning.

3. We defeated the 30-1 amendment from last year (and another related to legal representation
in presbyteries) that I felt were not helpful. That’s a victory.

4. Defeat recommended withdrawal from NAE. The assembly did not complete that business. It
will be the first thing taken up at 9.30a. 

So in general a good day. 

THURSDAY SCHEDULE 
9.30a: Debate over withdrawing from NAE
10.30a?: Review of Presbytery Records
11.15a: Nominating Committee Report
4.15p: (Estimated time) Overtures Report

We will give you updates on the timing of the Overtures report. Obviously tomorrow will be a 
marathon and it will be critical for you to be in the room at 9.30, 11.15, and whenever overtures 
reports. RPR is a moment where we dropped the ball in the past and a small crowd in the room 



changed a report in a way that was very unfortunate. We need to make sure we are in the room for 
these four things tomorrow. As I said before we will keep you updated. 

Overtures advice will come in a separate email tomorrow morning.

NP Nominating Committee recommended slate
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to thenp@googlegroups.com

{Confidential, but you are certainly to share this in your own words}

At 11.15am (precisely), we will work through the list of nominations for our denomination’s 
permanent committees. One thing we have continued to do in the NP is to help one another come to
agreement on candidates we may not know as well as others. The following list is our best attempt at
a recommended slate of candidates. In some cases we will not have much to say, just working on 
the recommendations of committees and other leaders in the PCA who know the men in question. In
others we offer some brief thoughts. As always you are free to disagree! And if you have some data 
point we all need to know, please share it!

{In these recommendations, there is preference given to geographical representation and age of 
candidates. Our goal is to see a wide representation of Presbyteries as well as younger men serve 
on committees.}

 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE // TE // Class of 2023

Bob Brunson, Metro Atlanta***

Randy Lovelace, Chesapeake 



(Both of these candidates are great options, but Bob has labored on this committee before and in the
process of finding 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE // TE // Alt

Todd Baucum, Southeast Alabama

Rod Mays, Calvary ***

  

COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL BUSINESS (CCB) // RE // Class of 2023

Fredric Marcinak, Calvary

Bryce Sullivan, Nashville ***

 

COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL BUSINESS (CCB) //TE // Alt

Robert Cathcart, Calvary

Robert Browning, Covenant ***

(Part of this is browning’s experience, part of it is Calvary’s very frustrating animosity expressed 
through their polity at the GA level. Their overtures, for one, have been a disaster. Hard to endorse a
Calvary presbytery candidate for the CCB)

 

COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES (CDM) // RE // Alt

Dan Barber, Central Indiana

Taylor Clement, Missouri

Jason Walker, Houston Metro

 

BOARD OF CTS // Class of 2023

C.R. Wiley, Southern New England

Frank Wicks, Missouri ***

 (This is important. Frank wicks is the board recommendation. Wiley is a harsh antagonist of the 
seminary. Why would we want him on the permanent board. Let’s defeat this)

STANDING JUDICIAL COMMISSION // TE // Class of 2023



Steve Meyerhoff, Chesapeake

Sean Lucas, Covenant ***

(Prefer Lucas’ balance and teamwork, not just his clarity and skill, and understanding of the PCA’s 
origins and culture)

 

Michael Ross, Columbus Metro ***

Brad Evans, Southern New England

(Former moderator. Columbus Metro needs representation!)

 

STANDING JUDICIAL COMMISSION // RE // Class of 2023

Melton Duncan, Calvary

Terry Jones, Missouri ***

(Mel Duncan is the primary GRN organizer and agitator, the prime organizing voice against CTS and
mover of the Nashville statement. He would be, i cannot stress enough, a disaster for the court)

 

THEOLOGICAL EXAMINING COMMITTEE // TE // Alt

Benjamin Shaw, Calvary

Wayne Larson, Iowa ***

(Shaw is a GPTS professor whose views on subscription, confessionalism, are far out of touch with 
the broader vision of the PCA)

2019 Overtures ADVICE, Thursday preview
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to thenp@googlegroups.com

Friends,

I would like to recommend some particular goals for our work today:

1. Defeat the overture to withdraw from the NAE: DONE

2. Defeat some particularly unhelpful nominations to permanent committees

3. Approve Overture 42 and answer all other SSA-related overtures to it

4. Approve Overture 8 regarding unordained persons on committees

Regarding nominations - I know it is difficult to vote against fellow brothers in Christ, so we should think 
about it this way. Not every minister is gifted for every ministry. Our polity requires us to make those 
judgments. Elder Mel Duncan’s lack of fit for the SJC and Wiley’s lack of fit for CTS seem beyond question
- though I am glad to hear your perspective on this - and as always please vote your conscience! The 
recommendations for the Nominating committee report were covered in an earlier email this morning. 

Regarding Overture 42: There will be a procedural motion offered that would allow us to save 2/3 of our 
time on the docket while also presenting an opportunity to avoid speaking primarily through unhelpful 
and non-pastoral overtures concerning SSA. Overture 42 also incorporates every other paper and study 
(including the Nashville Statement and Missouri Presbytery study committee). Be aware this will be at 
the beginning of the Overtures committee report. Be ready to vote. 

Today’s the day. One day for all the business; one day that affects the work of our denomination for 
years to come. Thankful for all of you, for speaking and for keeping your friends up to date, and for 
correcting me when I’m off track. Much love to you, friends. Let’s get on the grind. 













Voting alert: nominating committee
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to NP

Please join us in the assembly hall. We are losing votes at the moment.

NP Voting awareness
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to NP

Time to return to the assembly hall for votes. We will be here until 5.30p and need to be ready to 
work. 

Potential Nashville Statement Talking Points
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to The National Partnership

I'd try to say some of these things myself but I was on Overtures. If you're looking to speak up 
tonight and you have the opportunity maybe this can help get you started:

POINT 1

Two sides of debate on all these Overtures regarding human sexuality.

The two sides focus on one of two audiences.

First Audience: the faithful Christian who does not struggle with non-straight sexual 
desire (my grandma)

Second Audience: the believer or skeptic trying to understand their own non-straight 
sexual desire

Most of our debate basically argues: ignore one audience and minister to the other.

Both sides have said things that sound like this to the other side.

We are talking past each other!

 

So think about who you are picturing in your mind – which audience are you 
ministering to?

How would you change your words if you wanted the other side of the debate to be 
able to hear you?

Please answer Overture 4 in the negative.

 

POINT 2



How can we declare the Nashville Statement as a “biblically faithful” statement, 
which although it has biblical language in parts, it does not have one single Bible 
reference? 

Who are we seeking to talk to? To whom are we declaring things?

Without Biblical references, we must be seeking to talk to people who already know 
the Bible. 

However, the rhetoric around this statement indicates we are trying to stand up to 
the culture.

This statement does not communicate clearly to the culture. It actually alienates and 
confuses the culture. 

Please answer Overture 4 in the negative.

sseaton
<sseaton@emmanuelarlington.org>

Jun 27, 2019, 6:20:06 PM






to tag...@gmail.com, The National Partnership

And also point to the study committee. We want to speak, just in our own words and not a retweet. 

Scott Seaton

jason.cornwell77
<jason.cornwell77@gmail.com>

Jun 27, 2019, 6:48:57 PM








to sseaton, tag...@gmail.com, The National Partnership

In addition to those great ones...

1. Theological Confusion: Council for Biblical Manhood & Womanhood (CBMW) put out the NS. 2 of 
their big names, CJ Maheny & Paige Patterson are currently Part of a large abuse scandal. 
Furthermore CBMW is neck deep in the Christological error of Eternal Subordination of the Son 
(ESS). 

“Well, that’s a genetic fallacy!” Not if the argument for supporting the NS is clarity. Our people have 
the internet. What will we say when they ask us why we got something from the likes of CBMW? 

2. Closely related, take off the CBMW name. There’s no way someone exercising intellectual 
honesty would support something from that kinda organization when other options are available.

3. Theological laziness - Not doing a study committee looks intellectually lazy & we miss a huge 
opportunity to make something official. And while we do a study committee pastors can refer their 
people back to the WLC on the 6th commandment.

4. Pastoral tone deafness - Supporting this Statement will place unnecessary roadblocks for many 
ministers in our denomination. It’s the equivalent of using a sledgehammer to remove wisdom teeth.

Jason Cornwell

travis
<travis@graceandpeacepgh.org>

Jun 27, 2019, 7:10:55 PM








to jason.cornwell77, sseaton, tag...@gmail.com, The National Partnership

Also, also, if people try to use the NAE decision to justify the Nashville Statement (i.e. connection to 
the broader church) we need to judo flip it.  Staying in the NAE allows the PCA to influence the NAE,
endorsing the NS is allowing a particular segment of evangelicalism to uncritically influence us.  

By endorsing the NS we'd actually be doing what those who were against the NAE feared that 
connection would do. 

ssauls
<ssauls@christpres.org>

Jun 27, 2019, 7:24:42 PM






to travis, The National Partnership, tag...@gmail.com, jason.cornwell77, sseaton

Another common argument i’m hearing this week is, “people with SSA should not be treated as 
unique or special in terms of their struggle with sin. We all struggle with sin, therefore we should all 
be treated equally.”

In my estimation, this is the PCA equivalent of saying “all lives matter.” It is a significant case and 
missing the point.

But a counter argument can be offered as well. If their sin doesn’t set them apart as different in any 
unique sort of way, then why are we talking so much about their sin and not other sins more hetero 
in nature, or for that matter gossip, slander, gluttony, drinking too much, and loveless marriages, all 
of which are much more ubiquitous in our tribe then same sex kind of stuff?

Scott

GA Situational Awareness
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to NP

The Overtures will be voted on in the assembly NOW. If by chance you are picking up SWAG in the 
assembly hall, smack yourselves and join us!

47th GA Reflection
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to thenp@googlegroups.com

Dear friends,

The 47th GA is in the books. If you remember I listed three of my personal goals for this assembly:

1. Reject Nashville statement and approve SSA study committee

2. Approve the Abuse study committee

3. Approve Overture 8 regarding the service of unordained people on committees



1.5/3. Not what I was hoping for, by any means. Please allow me to share my personal thoughts; this
is not what I think you ought to think, but what I think about all of this. 

1. The Nashville statement felt like a bigger blow than I prepared for. After spending time talking to 
people and hearing their stories of struggle, watching the debate on the floor, the importance of 
rejecting the statement grew in my estimation. It wasn’t important because the statement will have a 
long life in the PCA - I don’t think it will - but because it was such a painful reminder of the chasm 
that exists between two sides in our denomination regarding what some call cultural engagement but
others, me included, would call beautiful orthodoxy. The debate on this overture happened right after
an incredible vision of the Kingdom in worship. That’s the way it is, of course, rejoicing and grieving 
in stunning proximity until Jesus returns and all we’ve lost in grief comes washing back in, like the 
tide. 

2. I am optimistic about the work of a study committee that can live in the PCA for at least the next 
generation as an expression of the very best of the thinking our God has given us at this time and in 
this place. I’m confident we will hear from people that will challenge us to drink deeply from truth, not
truth like grape juice, but long-suffering, complex, aged wine - a nice port!, as it is embodied in our 
suffering savior. That’s something to look forward to, and something for our prayers. The study 
committee would have been a stiff fight, I’m convinced, if we had not so fiercely signaled our 
commitment on the floor of the committee and the assembly. It was clear to the opposition that this 
was going to happen. That was a well-fought outcome and a critical “win.”

3. I asked someone who actually knows something about RPR to speak to what was another 
positive outcome this week:

Review of Presbytery Records

RPR continues to be a source of health for our denomination. This is largely due to the face-to-face 
interaction that many of the commissioners have on the porch after hours at the hotel. Beverages 
are shared. Cigars and pipes are smoked. Men share about their families and ministries. It is not 
uncommon to see two men who have had passionate debate earlier in the day praying for each 
other later that night. RPR Chairman Ken McHeard was not lying about the RPR being the best 
committee in the PCA. It is hard, detailed work. But men have grown to trust each other over the 
years. Men who may disagree on some significant issues. But nonetheless they know each other 
and trust that the person looking from across the aisle is a good man, a man who loves Jesus and 
his church.

This year men came together from across the aisle to call a presbytery to account for mishandling a 
case involving spousal abuse. This is the third year in a row that the RPR has held firm in holding 
presbyteries to account on this issue. This is one of the reasons we are having a study committee 
on domestic abuse this year - because the RPR kept the issue on the front burner.

Another issue that has been kept on the front burner by the RPR is the issue of holding fast to good 
faith subscription. This year, for the second year in a row, the General Assembly has agreed with 
RPR's recommendation on Calvary Presbytery that they may not forbid a man to teach his views on 
a stated difference. This year, two other instances were joined from NW Georgia and Ohio Valley 
and the GA likewise concurred. For two years in a row, the GA has spoken to the issue of upholding 



good faith subscription. 

The reason why we kept pushing the issue at RPR is the same reason why we kept the abuse issue 
on the front burner: a larger change is needed. Several men came to the mics on the floor of GA and
expressed that the way to handle this issue was to make a change to the Book of Church Order. 
Such a change is currently in the works. This is why we keep issues on the front burner at RPR, and
the end game is lasting change through amendment of our constitution

4. The overture to allow the unordained to serve on boards and committees continues to work its 
way forward. It may not seem that way in a year it was defeated by a large margin, but consider: a. 
We learned more about the barriers we must overcome to see unordained men and women laboring 
fully in the denomination, b. we gained valuable allies, men and women, through the process of 
debate who I believe will give us critical tools for success, and c. An unassailable minority report - 
authored by EJ Nusbaum and Bruce Terrell, is now a strong line of argument to which the other side 
will have to answer. Wonderful work was done this year - I am only more emboldened and assured 
that this is the trajectory of the PCA, a more orthodox view of ordained authority and the priesthood 
of all believers. Next year we will knock again, at the door, and see what our Lord does. 

5. We were able to defeat what I think were not helpful attempts to carve a cultural rather than 
kingdom-minded mission for both MTW and Covenant Seminary. Attempts to drive back MTW’s 
endorsement of non-ordained persons operating in non-ecclesiastical areas of expertise - were met 
with very clear denial. And shots aimed at potentially severing our relationship with Covenant 
Seminary were answered, in my opinion, with prejudice. This is a sign of health that has not always 
existed in the PCA. Often some odd thing would be approved that would unduly embarrass a 
committee chairman or institution and we would have to come back the next year and undo it. This 
year that was stopped, immediately. Evidence of your influence in safeguarding the assembly, and a 
real encouragement to both Dr. Dalbey and Lloyd Kim, who have led with humble and skilled 
dedication to their charges. 

6. Worship. Wow. What an incredible job done by the committee, guys like David Ridenhour and 
Joshua Anderson. I was greatly moved by the beauty of the Word given to us through music and 
prayer, incredible preaching, the sacrament, a blind woman who sang us all to sight, David Cassidy 
goin’ y’aaaaaaaalll on us, Dr. Ince using his hanky because of all the fire. My goodness. A feast. How
about that?

7. The Gathering, was another reminder of what’s next. Lance LEWIS. Wonderful reminder that the 
Gospel compels generosity without exception. The venue was great, the connections we could see 
from agencies and parachurch and friend networks, showed us how big even this tiny church can be.
Also those bacon skewers were 100%. 



8. Some things I found myself saying during the week:

- No one can stop us from becoming this kind of denomination. The denomination we were at the 
end of worship last night. No one. We are the majority, and if we gather around the Gospel there will 
be nothing to stop it. If we keep preaching to the dry bones. 

- There’s work to be done, and it is clear that we are going to do it. You all were so invested in the 
courts, trying to understand everything we were doing, proposing speeches, answering the bell 
with passion. People still honestly think the NP is led by the hand but I no more lead than the bull 
rider leads the bull. Hang on for dear life. You guys were a joy to watch in action. 

Look, there’s much to be done, and it will be done. Thank God we get to go home to our churches, 
where the real treasure is kept. Take a break from thinking about GA polity. We’ll connect again in 
the beginning of the fall and talk about next steps. For now I am grateful to have seen how our Lord 
is using you all for his glory. May he lead us to be good stewards in the PCA of the Gospel God has 
given to the world. 

For the King,

JK

dcassidy3817
<dcassidy3817@gmail.com>

Jun 28, 2019, 12:14:46 PM









to james, thenp@googlegroups.com

Incredibly helpful James. I always need your faithful, generous, hopeful perspective. I was downcast.
You’ve lifted my heart for what I know will be hard conversations at home. I gotta have some more 
hang time with you so I keep my heart on track. Thank you. 

David Cassidy Sent from my iPhone

sseaton
<sseaton@emmanuelarlington.org>

Jun 28, 2019, 5:32:17 PM






to dcassidy3817, james, thenp@googlegroups.com

David—

You may feel a bit downcast, but I gotta say, you lifted my soul the other night. We were blessed to 
hear from you, as you got us looking ahead with hope for our dry bones. Yes, not everything went as
we’d hope, but from the perspective of someone who has been in the PCA for over 35 years, we are 
trending well. Very well. I am so excited for the trajectory of this part of Christ’s  Church—most 
especially because of the voices and hearts of the next generation. So good to labor with you all. It’s 
worth it. 

-Still in Dallas, poolside. (Wow, it’s hot here).  

Scott Seaton
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