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to TheNP@googlegroups.com

From NP TE Dan Adamson:
"Guys. We are on vacation in Kentucky and my 14 year old starting acting really weird. Out of it, not 
herself, confused. We waited a few days but called our doctor. She said to go to ER for tests. We are 
really scared please pray. It's really hard.”

Please do pray brothers.
JK
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to TheNP@googlegroups.com

I have some men in my officer training class who are into New Covenant Theology. They are well 
read on the topic. I will be covering Covenant Theology in a couple of weeks and would like to offer a



critique of some of the main points. However, I haven't read much on New Covenant Theology and I 
am not going to read Kingdom through Covenant. Does anyone know of a good critique of New 
Covenant Theology?

One of my challenges is, in the class I have a few men who are really into this, but many men who 
have no knowledge of it. So, I need to teach in such a way that is helpful to those who have a great 
deal of knowledge and to the novice as well.

Thanks for your help.

Mark Bates
Senior Pastor
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to TheNP@googlegroups.com

[The following communication is confidential and may not be shared without the permission of the sender]

Partnership Website: http://thenationalpartnership.com (password: 'gal220')

Overture 2 is worth a look. Link to the overture discussion page is below.
TE Jason Dorsey has submitted a paper for us to review and offer feedback. It is an important and helpful 
proposal, I hope we can help him perfect it. (http://thenationalpartnership.com/the-order-of-widows-1-
timothy/) 
Time to sign up for committee work, everyone.

1. Additions (141 elders in 52 presbyteries)
None

Here are presbyteries where we do not yet have Partnership members:

Catawba Valley
Central Carolina

http://thenationalpartnership.com/the-order-of-widows-1-timothy
http://thenationalpartnership.com/the-order-of-widows-1-timothy
http://thenationalpartnership.com/


Central Georgia
Covenant
Eastern Pennsylvania
Fellowship
Gulf Coast
Mississippi Valley
New Jersey
New River
New York State
North Florida
Northern California
Illiana
Northern new Eng
NW Georgia
Pacific
Piedmont Triad
Wisconsin

If you have like-minded friends in those presbyteries that you would like to invite please let me know.

2. News
Westminster Presbytery has overtured the 42nd GA to reaffirm a denominational stance regarding 
homosexuality/same-sex marriage. The page dealing with this Overture (Overture 2) is up on the Partnership 
website (http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-2-concerning-same-sex-marriage/). Feel free to 
interact. 

TE Cannata, Larson, Hoop and Gwennap have commented on TE Sean Lucas’ post on the NP website 
regarding Overture 3. Check out the conversation here: (http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-1-
voting-on-sjc-decisions/). Please feel free to interact.

3. Action Items
It’s time to think about committee assignments and committee of commissioners for the General Assembly.

Nominating Committee: This committee is tasked with filling the committees of our denomination with 
qualified men. The committee meeting is March 22nd in Atlanta and your travel/lodging expenses are 
reimbursed by the denomination. The work of this committee might really be the most efficient way to 
contribute to the work of helping to lead our denomination. Those who sit on the NC will have to deliberate 
together and work through the biographies of men submitted by their presbyteries. This is a critical 
committee. Below are the presbyteries where we have Partnership members and there are either vacancies 
or the term of the seated presbyter is expiring. Each presbytery rotates RE/TE every three year term. However
your presbytery may nominate based on availability (RE/TE). If you are in one of these presbyteries please 
consider joining in the work of this committee:

Central Indiana (RE)
Chesapeake (TE)
Evangel (TE)
Gulf Stream (RE)
Iowa (RE)
Metro Atlanta (RE)
North Texas (RE)

http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-1-voting-on-sjc-decisions
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Northern Illinois (RE)
Philadelphia (TE)
Pittsburgh (TE)
Platte Valley (TE)
Potomac (TE)
Siouxlands (TE)
South Florida (TE)
Southeast Louisiana (RE)
Southwest (RE)
Suncoast (FL) (TE)

Review of Presbytery Records: Serving on RPR is a three-day commitment May 28-31 - and 
the PCA pays the expenses. This committee reviews the minutes presbyteries submit 
to the General Assembly to ensure the minutes of presbytery are in order – that is, 
there are no strange deviations, exceptions recorded that strike at the vitals of our 
system, etc. What sounds perhaps mild-mannered has become a battleground for 
theological axe-grinding. While there are many who seek to serve on this committee 
for less litigious reasons, there are others who see RPR as an opportunity to move 
the lines of orthodoxy in the PCA. It is always necessary to have wise and qualified 
men serving in this committee to ensure that our denomination is accurately 
represented in these discussions. The rules regarding the RE/TE alternating slots are 
similar to the NC. If there is not a qualified man of a particular office willing to serve 
your presbytery may appoint one representative of the other office. Below is a list of 
NP presbyteries where there is a vacancy. 

Central Indiana (TE)
Chesapeake (RE)
Evangel (RE)
Gulf Stream (TE) 
Illiana (TE)
Iowa (TE)
Metro Atlanta (TE)
North Texas (TE)
Northern California (TE)
Northern Illinois (TE)
Philadelphia (RE)
Pittsburgh (RE)
Platte Valley (RE)
Potomac (RE)
South Florida (RE)
Southeast Louisiana (TE)
Southwest (TE)
Suncoast (FL) (RE)

GA Committee of Commissioners:



I’ve heard nothing yet about any particular committees that require special attention outside of they 
typical: Overtures, Admin, Inter-church Relations. I would love to see you men taking the opportunity to serve
– anywhere really! - but in particular those committees can be volatile and influential in the work of our 
denomination. 

4. Action items:
Interact with overture items 2 and 3 on the Partnership website
Sign up for the NC or RPR (or get someone to volunteer in your place)
Consider the Overtures Committee, Administrative Committee, or Interchurch Relations Committee for your 
Assembly work

5. Calendar:
Fall/Winter: Overtures from previous GA up for vote at the presbytery level. GA seminars are scheduled and 
openings filled.
March 22: Nominating Committee meets in Atlanta to staff denominational permanent and special 
committees. 
April 18: Overtures requiring CCB opinion 
May 28-31: RPR (Review of Presbytery Records) meets in Atlanta.The NP starts discussions on all overtures set
for GA this month.
June: Houston in the Summer! Being a member of the NP presumes that you'll be in attendance at GA. We'll 
try for an informal beer/pizza meeting during the week.
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to TheNP@googlegroups.com

Time for an update to our website password:

Old: gal220
New: ps2211

Thanks!
JK
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to TheNP@googlegroups.com

[The following communication is confidential and may not be shared without the permission of the sender]

Partnership Website: http://thenationalpartnership.com (password: ‘ps2211’)
There’s a lot of news in this NOTE; please take the time to review. 

-Sign up for committee work, everyone. Please let me know what committees you’ll be serving so I can 
update our website.
-Mike Sloan has included a note appealing for support on Overture 6 (Child Protection in the PCA) below. 

1. Additions (140 elders in 52 presbyteries)

Here are presbyteries where we do not yet have Partnership members:
Catawba Valley
Central Carolina
Central Georgia
Covenant
Eastern Pennsylvania
Fellowship
Gulf Coast
Mississippi Valley
New Jersey
New River
New York State
North Florida
Northern California
Illiana
Northern new Eng
NW Georgia
Pacific
Piedmont Triad
Wisconsin

http://thenationalpartnership.com/


If you have like-minded friends in those presbyteries that you would like to invite please let me know.

2. News
Westminster Presbytery has overtured the 42nd GA a second time to reaffirm a denominational stance 
regarding homosexuality/same-sex marriage in stronger language than Overture 2 (also from Westminster 
Presbytery). The page dealing with this Overture (Overture 2) is up on the Partnership website 
(http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-2-concerning-same-sex-marriage/). You can read about 
overture 5 here (http://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Overture-5-Westminster-our-present-
need.pdf) Feel free to interact. 

TE Jason Dorsey has submitted a paper for us to review and offer feedback. It is an important and helpful 
proposal, I hope we can help him perfect it. (http://thenationalpartnership.com/the-order-of-widows-1-
timothy/) 

There are currently 16 NP members serving on the Nominating Committee and 8 NP members serving on RPR

We have also begun a discussion on the website on Overture 6 (http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-
6-child-protection-in-the-pca-georgia-foothills-presbytery/) 

An appeal from Mike Sloan regarding Overture 6:
“Brothers,

I wanted to update you on where things stand. We had a productive meeting in 
December with some PCA experts on child protection and came up with a robust 
statement that I think will have a good chance to pass. My presbytery Georgia 
Foothills passed it unanimously last Saturday (it is now officially Overture 6 from 
Georgia Foothills on “Child Protection in the PCA”, available on the General Assembly 
website). Now we are working to get other presbyteries to send a simple overture to 
General Assembly urging that they pass the statement from Georgia Foothills. This 
approach will allow us to get broad presbytery support without sending up ten 
slightly different statements. What you can do in your presbytery is head up an effort 
to pass this supporting overture: orchestrate bringing to the floor, speak for it, and 
find others who will also speak for it. I have some supporting documentation and 
arguments I would be happy to share with you that are helpful to understand why 
this matters in the PCA. Also I will put up some rationale on the TNP discussion board
under this overture. I also have some simple straight-forward language you could use
for the overture:

'WHEREAS Georgia Foothills Presbytery has sent an overture to the 42nd General 
Assembly calling on the General Assembly to speak to the issue of child sexual abuse 
(Overture 6: “Child Protection in the PCA”); and

WHEREAS _____________________ Presbytery believes that child sexual abuse is an 
issue to which the General Assembly should speak; and 

http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-6-child-protection-in-the-pca-georgia-foothills-presbytery
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WHEREAS _____________________ Presbytery endorses the substance of Overture 
6 from Georgia Foothills Presbytery on child sexual abuse; 

THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED that _____________________ Presbytery urges the 
42nd General Assembly to answer in the affirmative Overture 6 from Georgia Foothills
Presbytery on child sexual abuse.'

I have already reached out to many of you about this and I am so encouraged by your
willingness to speak up on behalf of the little ones Jesus loves. Please pray for this. 
Two presbyteries are considering a supporting overture today!" 

3. Action Items
Nominating Committee: This committee is tasked with filling the committees of our denomination with 
qualified men. The committee meeting is March 22nd in Atlanta and your travel/lodging expenses are 
reimbursed by the denomination. The work of this committee might really be the most efficient way to 
contribute to the work of helping to lead our denomination. Those who sit on the NC will have to deliberate 
together and work through the biographies of men submitted by their presbyteries. This is a critical 
committee. Below are the presbyteries where we have Partnership members and there are either vacancies 
or the term of the seated presbyter is expiring. Each presbytery rotates RE/TE every three year term. However
your presbytery may nominate based on availability (RE/TE). If you are in one of these presbyteries please 
consider joining in the work of this committee:

Central Indiana (RE)
Chesapeake (TE)
Evangel (TE)
Gulf Stream (RE)
Metro Atlanta (RE)
North Texas (RE)
Northern Illinois (RE)
Philadelphia (TE)
Pittsburgh (TE)
Platte Valley (TE)
Siouxlands (TE)
South Florida (TE)
Southeast Louisiana (RE)
Southwest (RE)
Suncoast (FL) (TE)

Review of Presbytery Records: Serving on RPR is a three-day commitment May 28-31 - and 
the PCA pays the expenses. This committee reviews the minutes presbyteries submit 
to the General Assembly to ensure the minutes of presbytery are in order – that is, 
there are no strange deviations, exceptions recorded that strike at the vitals of our 
system, etc. What sounds perhaps mild-mannered has become a battleground for 
theological axe-grinding. While there are many who seek to serve on this committee 
for less litigious reasons, there are others who see RPR as an opportunity to move 



the lines of orthodoxy in the PCA. It is always necessary to have wise and qualified 
men serving in this committee to ensure that our denomination is accurately 
represented in these discussions. The rules regarding the RE/TE alternating slots are 
similar to the NC. If there is not a qualified man of a particular office willing to serve 
your presbytery may appoint one representative of the other office. Below is a list of 
NP presbyteries where there is a vacancy. 

Central Indiana (TE)
Chesapeake (RE)
Evangel (RE)
Gulf Stream (TE) 
Illiana (TE)
Iowa (TE)
Metro Atlanta (TE)
North Texas (TE)
Northern California (TE)
Northern Illinois (TE)
Philadelphia (RE)
Pittsburgh (RE)
Platte Valley (RE)
Potomac (RE)
South Florida (RE)
Southwest (TE)
Suncoast (FL) (RE)

GA Committee of Commissioners:
I’ve heard nothing yet about any particular committees that require special attention outside the 
usual: Overtures, Admin, Inter-church Relations. I would love to see you men taking the opportunity to serve 
– anywhere really! - but in particular those committees can be volatile and influential in the work of our 
denomination. 

4. Action items:
Interact with overture items 2, 3, and 6 on the Partnership website
Sign up for the NC or RPR (or get someone to volunteer in your place)
Consider the Overtures Committee, Administrative Committee, or Interchurch Relations Committee for your 
Assembly work
Consider sponsoring an overture affirming overture 6

5. Calendar:
Fall/Winter: Overtures from previous GA up for vote at the presbytery level. GA seminars are scheduled and 
openings filled.
March 22: Nominating Committee meets in Atlanta to staff denominational permanent and special 
committees. 
April 18: Overtures requiring CCB opinion 
May 28-31: RPR (Review of Presbytery Records) meets in Atlanta.The NP starts discussions on all overtures set
for GA this month.
June: Houston in the Summer! Being a member of the NP presumes that you'll be in attendance at GA. We'll 
try for an informal beer/pizza meeting during the week.
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to TheNP@googlegroups.com

[The following communication is confidential and may not be shared without the permission of the sender]

Partnership Website: http://thenationalpartnership.com (password: ‘ps2211’)
-Sign up for committee work, everyone. Please let me know what committees you’ll be serving so I can 
update our website.
-Mike Sloan has included a note appealing for support on Overture 6 (Child Protection in the PCA) below. 
-Overture 9 from Southwest Presbytery proposes a major change to the relationship of the SJC to the General 
Assembly via the Committee on Constitutional Business 

1. Additions (143 elders in 53 presbyteries)
TE Brian Ferry (Ohio Valley)
TE Michael Craddock (Ohio Valley)

2. News
GA Committee of Commissioners:Here are the current names of NP on the Committee of 
Commissioners (please update me)
Overtures
TE Peter Rowan
TE Justin Woodall
TE Walt Coppersmith 

Admin
TE James Kessler
TE Matthew Armstrong

Presbyteries passing an overture in support of Overture 6: (2)
Metro Atlanta
The Ohio 

http://thenationalpartnership.com/


Westminster Presbytery has overtured the 42nd GA a second time to reaffirm a denominational stance 
regarding homosexuality/same-sex marriage in stronger language than Overture 2 (also from Westminster 
Presbytery). The page dealing with this Overture (Overture 2) is up on the Partnership website 
(http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-2-concerning-same-sex-marriage/). You can read about 
overture 5 here (http://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Overture-5-Westminster-our-present-
need.pdf) Feel free to interact. 

Overture 9 is the latest overture seeking to revise the relationship of the SJC to the General Assembly (joining 
overtures 3 and 8). You can read the text of the overture and join the discussion here 
(http://thenationalpartnership.com/new-blog/2014/2/4/nca6ppzyk8nc4zt7gh8acw3kxnacwq) 

TE Jason Dorsey has submitted a paper for us to review and offer feedback. It is an important and helpful 
proposal, I hope we can help him perfect it. (http://thenationalpartnership.com/the-order-of-widows-1-
timothy/) 

There are currently 16 NP members     serving on the Nominating Committee and     8 NP members serving on 
RPR

Here is a list of   NP members who have been nominated   for permanent or special committees:
TE Tim LeCroy (Admin)
TE Jon Price (MNA)
TE David Richter (MNA)
RE Richard Dolan (CCB)
TE Josh Anderson (CCB)
TE Bryan Chapell (SJC)
TE George Robertson (SJC)
Their nominations will be debated among many others at the Nominating Committee meeting in 
Atlanta. Please be in prayer for that discussion. 

We have also begun a website discussion on Overture 6 (http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-6-child-
protection-in-the-pca-georgia-foothills-presbytery/) 

An appeal from Mike Sloan regarding Overture 6:
“Brothers,
I wanted to update you on where things stand. We had a productive meeting in December with some PCA 
experts on child protection and came up with a robust statement that I think will have a good chance to pass. 
My presbytery Georgia Foothills passed it unanimously last Saturday (it is now officially Overture 6 from 
Georgia Foothills on “Child Protection in the PCA”, available on the General Assembly website). Now we are 
working to get other presbyteries to send a simple overture to General Assembly urging that they pass the 
statement from Georgia Foothills. This approach will allow us to get broad presbytery support without 
sending up ten slightly different statements. What you can do in your presbytery is head up an effort to pass 
this supporting overture: orchestrate bringing to the floor, speak for it, and find others who will also speak for
it. I have some supporting documentation and arguments I would be happy to share with you that are helpful 
to understand why this matters in the PCA. Also I will put up some rationale on the TNP discussion board 
under this overture. I also have some simple straight-forward language you could use for the overture:

'WHEREAS Georgia Foothills Presbytery has sent an overture to the 42nd General Assembly calling on the 
General Assembly to speak to the issue of child sexual abuse (Overture 6: “Child Protection in the PCA”); and

http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-6-child-protection-in-the-pca-georgia-foothills-presbytery
http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-6-child-protection-in-the-pca-georgia-foothills-presbytery
http://thenationalpartnership.com/the-order-of-widows-1-timothy
http://thenationalpartnership.com/the-order-of-widows-1-timothy
http://thenationalpartnership.com/new-blog/2014/2/4/nca6ppzyk8nc4zt7gh8acw3kxnacwq
http://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Overture-5-Westminster-our-present-need.pdf
http://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Overture-5-Westminster-our-present-need.pdf
http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-2-concerning-same-sex-marriage


WHEREAS _____________________ Presbytery believes that child sexual abuse is an issue to which the 
General Assembly should speak; and 

WHEREAS _____________________ Presbytery endorses the substance of Overture 6 from Georgia Foothills 
Presbytery on child sexual abuse; 

THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED that _____________________ Presbytery urges the 42nd General Assembly to 
answer in the affirmative Overture 6 from Georgia Foothills Presbytery on child sexual abuse.'

I have already reached out to many of you about this and I am so encouraged by your willingness to speak up 
on behalf of the little ones Jesus loves. Please pray for this. Two presbyteries are considering a supporting 
overture today!” 

3. Action Items
Nominating Committee: This committee is tasked with staffing the committees of our denomination with 
qualified men. The committee meeting is March 22nd in Atlanta and your travel/lodging expenses are 
reimbursed by the denomination. The work of this committee might really be the most efficient way to 
contribute to the work of helping to lead our denomination. Those who sit on the NC will have to deliberate 
together and work through the biographies of men submitted by their presbyteries. This is a critical 
committee. Below are the presbyteries where we have Partnership members and there are either vacancies 
or the term of the seated presbyter is expiring. Each presbytery rotates RE/TE every three year term. However
your presbytery may nominate based on availability (RE/TE). If you are in one of these presbyteries please 
consider joining in the work of this committee:

Chesapeake (TE)
Evangel (TE)
Gulf Stream (RE)
Metro Atlanta (RE)
North Texas (RE)
Northern Illinois (RE)
Philadelphia (TE)
Pittsburgh (TE)
Platte Valley (TE)
South Florida (TE)
Southwest (RE)
Suncoast (FL) (TE)

Review of Presbytery Records: Serving on RPR is a three-day commitment May 28-31 - and the PCA pays the 
expenses. This committee reviews the minutes presbyteries submit to the General Assembly to ensure the 
minutes of presbytery are in order – that is, there are no strange deviations, exceptions recorded that strike at
the vitals of our system, etc. What sounds perhaps mild-mannered has become a battleground for theological
axe-grinding. While there are many who seek to serve on this committee for less litigious reasons, there are 
others who see RPR as an opportunity to move the lines of orthodoxy in the PCA. It is always necessary to 
have wise and qualified men serving in this committee to ensure that our denomination is accurately 
represented in these discussions. The rules regarding the RE/TE alternating slots are similar to the NC. If there
is not a qualified man of a particular office willing to serve your presbytery may appoint one representative of
the other office. Below is a list of NP presbyteries where there is a vacancy. 

Central Indiana (TE)



Chesapeake (RE)
Evangel (RE)
Gulf Stream (TE) 
Illiana (TE)
Iowa (TE)
North Texas (TE)
Northern California (TE)
Northern Illinois (TE)
Philadelphia (RE)
Pittsburgh (RE)
Platte Valley (RE)
Potomac (RE)
South Florida (RE)
Southwest (TE)
Suncoast (FL) (RE)

4. Action items:
Interact with overture items 2, 3, and 6 on the Partnership website
Sign up for the NC or RPR (or get someone to volunteer in your place)
Consider the Overtures Committee, Administrative Committee, or Interchurch Relations Committee for 
your Assembly work
Consider sponsoring an overture affirming overture 6

5. Calendar:
Winter presbytery meetings: committee nominations, GA committees of commissioners filled
March 22: Nominating Committee meets in Atlanta to staff denominational permanent and special 
committees. 
April 18: Overtures requiring CCB opinion 
May 28-31: RPR (Review of Presbytery Records) meets in Atlanta.The NP starts discussions on all overtures set
for GA this month.
June: Houston in the Summer! Being a member of the NP presumes that you'll be in attendance at GA. We'll 
try for an informal beer/pizza meeting during the week.
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to TheNP@googlegroups.com

[The following communication is confidential and may not be shared without the permission of the sender]
 
Partnership Website: http://thenationalpartnership.com (password: ‘ps2211’)
-Overture 3 from Grace Presbytery, which seeks to allow for greater review of SJC decisions, has been 
affirmed by overtures from two other presbyteries (Southwest and Nashville). Unfortunately these proposed 
revisions appear to many to plunge us back into Assembly bickering, and will encourage greater politicizing of 
decisions in the blogosphere and elsewhere.
-Men are needed for the Overtures Committee. I have 7 so far noted below. Please let us know 
if you have jumped on the OC.
-Please let me know what committees you’ll be serving so I can update our website; the current list is 
below – let me know where there are corrections to be made
-There is still time for your presbytery to pass an affirmation of Overture 6 regarding sexual 
abuse in the church. The form for doing so is included in this email

 
1. Additions (144 elders in 54 presbyteries)
TE Ben Lyon (Tidewater)
 
2. News
GA Committee of Commissioners: Here are the current names of NP on the Committee of 
Commissioners (please update me)
Overtures
TE Peter Rowan
TE Justin Woodall
TE Walt Coppersmith
TE Mark Bates 
TE Jim Richter
TE Ben Lyon
TE Michael Craddock 

Admin
TE James Kessler
TE Matthew Armstrong

Interchurch Relations
TE Walter Henegar 
 
Presbyteries passing an overture in support of Overture 6: (6)
Heritage
Metro Atlanta
Nashville
North Texas
The Ohio
Southwest Florida 
 

http://thenationalpartnership.com/


Westminster Presbytery’s Overture has overtured the 42nd GA a second time to reaffirm 
a denominational stance regarding homosexuality/same-sex marriage in more temperate language than 
Overture 2 (also from Westminster Presbytery). However both overtures include the language 
from our denomination’s original statement on homosexuality – a statement that includes a 
call to prohibit homosexuals from teaching in schools. The page dealing with this Overture 
(Overture 2) is up on the Partnership website (http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-2-
concerning-same-sex-marriage/). You can read about overture 5 here (http://www.pcaac.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/01/Overture-5-Westminster-our-present-need.pdf) Feel free to interact. 
 
TE Jason Dorsey has submitted a paper for us to review and offer feedback. It is an important and helpful 
proposal, I hope we can help him perfect it. (http://thenationalpartnership.com/the-order-of-widows-1-
timothy/) 
 
There are currently 16 NP members     serving on the Nominating Committee and     8 NP members serving on 
RPR
 
Here is a list of   NP members who have been nominated   for permanent or special committees:
TE Tim LeCroy (Admin)
TE Jon Price (MNA)
TE David Richter (MNA)
TE Dave Schutter (MNA)
RE Richard Dolan (CCB)
TE Josh Anderson (CCB)
TE Bryan Chapell (SJC)
TE George Robertson (SJC)
RE Bruce Terrell (SJC)
Their nominations will be debated among many others at the Nominating Committee meeting in 
Atlanta. Please be in prayer for that discussion. 
 
An appeal from Mike Sloan regarding Overture 6:
“Brothers,
I wanted to update you on where things stand. We had a productive meeting in December with some PCA 
experts on child protection and came up with a robust statement that I think will have a good chance to pass. 
My presbytery Georgia Foothills passed it unanimously last Saturday (it is now officially Overture 6 from 
Georgia Foothills on “Child Protection in the PCA”, available on the General Assembly website). Now we are 
working to get other presbyteries to send a simple overture to General Assembly urging that they pass the 
statement from Georgia Foothills. This approach will allow us to get broad presbytery support without 
sending up ten slightly different statements. What you can do in your presbytery is head up an effort to pass 
this supporting overture: orchestrate bringing to the floor, speak for it, and find others who will also speak for
it. I have some supporting documentation and arguments I would be happy to share with you that are helpful 
to understand why this matters in the PCA. Also I will put up some rationale on the TNP discussion board 
under this overture. I also have some simple straight-forward language you could use for the overture:
'WHEREAS Georgia Foothills Presbytery has sent an overture to the 42nd General Assembly 
calling on the General Assembly to speak to the issue of child sexual abuse (Overture 6: “Child 
Protection in the PCA”); and
WHEREAS _____________________ Presbytery believes that child sexual abuse is an issue to 
which the General Assembly should speak; and 

http://thenationalpartnership.com/the-order-of-widows-1-timothy
http://thenationalpartnership.com/the-order-of-widows-1-timothy
http://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Overture-5-Westminster-our-present-need.pdf
http://www.pcaac.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Overture-5-Westminster-our-present-need.pdf
http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-2-concerning-same-sex-marriage
http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-2-concerning-same-sex-marriage


WHEREAS _____________________ Presbytery endorses the substance of Overture 6 from 
Georgia Foothills Presbytery on child sexual abuse; 
THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED that _____________________ Presbytery urges the 42nd General 
Assembly to answer in the affirmative Overture 6 from Georgia Foothills Presbytery on child 
sexual abuse.’

Review of Presbytery Records: Serving on RPR is a three-day commitment May 28-31 - and the PCA pays the 
expenses. This committee reviews the minutes presbyteries submit to the General Assembly to ensure the 
minutes of presbytery are in order – that is, there are no strange deviations, exceptions recorded that strike at
the vitals of our system, etc. What sounds perhaps mild-mannered has become a battleground for theological
axe-grinding. While there are many who seek to serve on this committee for less litigious reasons, there are 
others who see RPR as an opportunity to move the lines of orthodoxy in the PCA. It is always necessary to 
have wise and qualified men serving in this committee to ensure that our denomination is accurately 
represented in these discussions. The rules regarding the RE/TE alternating slots are similar to the NC. If there
is not a qualified man of a particular office willing to serve your presbytery may appoint one representative of
the other office. Below is a list of NP presbyteries where there is a vacancy. 
 
Central Indiana (TE)
Chesapeake (RE)
Evangel (RE)
Gulf Stream (TE) 
Illiana (TE)
Iowa (TE)
North Texas (TE)
Northern California (TE)
Northern Illinois (TE)
Philadelphia (RE)
Pittsburgh (RE)
Platte Valley (RE)
Potomac (RE)
South Florida (RE)
Southwest (TE)
Suncoast (FL) (RE)
 
4. Action items:
Interact with overture items 2, 3, and 6 on the Partnership website
Sign up for the Overtures Committee  
If not overtures, serve in the Administrative Committee or Interchurch Relations Committee for your 
Assembly work
Consider moving an overture in your presbytery affirming overture 6
 
5. Calendar:
Winter presbytery meetings: committee nominations, GA committees of commissioners filled
March 22: Nominating Committee meets in Atlanta to staff denominational permanent and special 
committees. 
April 18: Overtures requiring BCO amendment are due
May 28-31: RPR (Review of Presbytery Records) meets in Atlanta. The NP starts discussions on all overtures 
set for GA this month.



June 16-20: Houston in the Summer! Being a member of the NP presumes that you'll be in attendance at GA. 
We'll try for an informal beer/pizza meeting during the week.

Partnership NOTE
1 view

Skip to first unread message

James Kessler
<JKessler@npc-dublin.org>

unread,

Mar 3, 2014, 12:56:14 PM







to TheNP@googlegroups.com

[The following communication is confidential and may not be shared without the permission of the sender]

 Partnership Website: http://thenationalpartnership.com (password: ‘ps2211’)

-Overture 3 from Grace Presbytery, which seeks to allow for greater review of SJC decisions, has been affirmed by 
overtures from five other presbyteries. This is going to be the primary issue debated in Houston. Unfortunately 
these proposed revisions appear to many to plunge us back into Assembly bickering on judicial cases, and will 
encourage greater politicizing of decisions in the blogosphere and elsewhere.

-Men are needed for the Overtures Committee. I have 7 so far noted below. Please let us know if you have jumped 
on the OC.

-Please let me know what committees you’ll be serving so I can update our website; the current list is below – let 
me know where there are corrections to be made

-There is still time for your presbytery to pass an affirmation of Overture 6 regarding sexual abuse in the church. 
The form for doing so is included in this email

The following is a message from Mike Khandjian, NP member and organizer of The Fellowship Dinner. His group 
was created completely independent of ours but with a high degree of overlap. Where his group is invested in 

http://thenationalpartnership.com/


fellowship and visioning we are more engaged in logistics. Both groups are necessary and helpful! He wanted to 
extend an invitation to those of you on this list:

"I can't begin to tell you how cool this evening will be.  Kevin Twit will lead us in some song, but he will be 
accompanied by the worship band from Redeemer Sugarland, the church Bradley Wright pastors in the Houston 
area.  They too will lead in some song and the music will flow as we gather and eat - it will b

e a bash. As to the dinner, DON'T ASSUME YOU ARE ON THE GUEST LIST!!! I make no assumptions as to who is 
coming, unless contacted.  As it stands, we are over 1/3 full for the evening, which is way ahead of where we were 
last year at this time.  The word is out and it has to be a first-come, first-seated dinner. What is this Dinner? - I 
guess the best way to put it is that it is an evening - a couple hours - where we rehearse the Gospel to ourselves 
and celebrate who we were always intended to be as a denomination, and are.  Ultimately, though politics matter 
in the whole matter of change, it will be a gathering community of people who are determined to protect the 
sweeter things of the Faith - in how we present ourselves, how we love one another and how we love the world 
God created to be good, that makes every aspect of our involvement worthwhile. "

 

1. Additions (144 elders in 54 presbyteries)

 

2. News

GA Committee of Commissioners: Here are the current names of NP on the Committee of Commissioners (please 
update me)

Overtures

TE Peter Rowan

TE Justin Woodall

TE Walt Coppersmith

TE Mark Bates 

TE Jim Richter

TE Ben Lyon

TE Michael Craddock

TE Jedidiah Slaboda 

Admin

TE James Kessler

TE Matthew Armstrong



Interchurch Relations

TE Walter Henegar 

 

Presbyteries passing an overture in support of Overture 6: (7)

Heritage

Metro Atlanta

Nashville

North Texas

The Ohio

Providence

Southwest Florida 

 

 

There are currently 17 NP members     serving on the Nominating Committee and     8 NP members serving on RPR

 

Here is a list of   NP members who have been nominated   for permanent or special committees:

TE Tim LeCroy (Admin)

TE Jon Price (MNA)

TE David Richter (MNA)

TE Dave Schutter (MNA)

RE Richard Dolan (CCB)

TE Josh Anderson (CCB)

TE Bryan Chapell (SJC)

TE George Robertson (SJC)

RE Bruce Terrell (SJC)

TE Steve Jeantet (Admin)

RE Brad Bradley (Admin)

Their nominations will be debated among many others at the Nominating Committee meeting in Atlanta. Please be 
in prayer for that discussion. 

 

An appeal from Mike Sloan regarding Overture 6:



“Brothers,

I wanted to update you on where things stand. We had a productive meeting in December with some PCA experts 
on child protection and came up with a robust statement that I think will have a good chance to pass. My 
presbytery Georgia Foothills passed it unanimously last Saturday (it is now officially Overture 6 from Georgia 
Foothills on “Child Protection in the PCA”, available on the General Assembly website). Now we are working to get 
other presbyteries to send a simple overture to General Assembly urging that they pass the statement from 
Georgia Foothills. This approach will allow us to get broad presbytery support without sending up ten slightly 
different statements. What you can do in your presbytery is head up an effort to pass this supporting overture: 
orchestrate bringing to the floor, speak for it, and find others who will also speak for it. I have some supporting 
documentation and arguments I would be happy to share with you that are helpful to understand why this matters 
in the PCA. Also I will put up some rationale on the TNP discussion board under this overture. I also have some 
simple straight-forward language you could use for the overture:

'WHEREAS Georgia Foothills Presbytery has sent an overture to the 42nd General Assembly calling on the General 
Assembly to speak to the issue of child sexual abuse (Overture 6: “Child Protection in the PCA”); and

WHEREAS _____________________ Presbytery believes that child sexual abuse is an issue to which the General 
Assembly should speak; and 

WHEREAS _____________________ Presbytery endorses the substance of Overture 6 from Georgia Foothills 
Presbytery on child sexual abuse; 

THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED that _____________________ Presbytery urges the 42nd General Assembly to answer 
in the affirmative Overture 6 from Georgia Foothills Presbytery on child sexual abuse.’

Review of Presbytery Records: Serving on RPR is a three-day commitment May 28-31 - and the PCA pays the 
expenses. This committee reviews the minutes presbyteries submit to the General Assembly to ensure the minutes 
of presbytery are in order – that is, there are no strange deviations, exceptions recorded that strike at the vitals of 
our system, etc. What sounds perhaps mild-mannered has become a battleground for theological axe-grinding. 
While there are many who seek to serve on this committee for less litigious reasons, there are others who see RPR 
as an opportunity to move the lines of orthodoxy in the PCA. It is always necessary to have wise and qualified men 
serving in this committee to ensure that our denomination is accurately represented in these discussions. The rules
regarding the RE/TE alternating slots are similar to the NC. If there is not a qualified man of a particular office 
willing to serve your presbytery may appoint one representative of the other office. Below is a list of NP 
presbyteries where there is a vacancy. 

 

Central Indiana (TE)

Chesapeake (RE)

Evangel (RE)

Gulf Stream (TE) 

Illiana (TE)

North Texas (TE)

Northern California (TE)



Northern Illinois (TE)

Philadelphia (RE)

Pittsburgh (RE)

Platte Valley (RE)

Potomac (RE)

South Florida (RE)

Southwest (TE)

Suncoast (FL) (RE)

 

4. Action items:

 Interact with overture items 2, 3, and 6 on the Partnership website
 Sign up for the Overtures Committee
 If not overtures, serve in the Administrative Committee or Interchurch Relations Committee for your 

Assembly work
 Consider moving to affirm overture 6 in your presbytery

 

5. Calendar:

March 22: Nominating Committee meets in Atlanta to staff denominational permanent and special committees. 

April 18: Overtures requiring BCO amendment are due

May 28-31: RPR (Review of Presbytery Records) meets in Atlanta. The NP starts discussions on all overtures set for 
GA this month.

June 16-20: Houston in the Summer! Being a member of the NP presumes that you'll be in attendance at GA. We'll 
try for an informal beer/pizza meeting during the week.
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-Overture 3 from Grace Presbytery, which seeks to allow for greater review of SJC decisions, has been affirmed by 
overtures from five other presbyteries. This is going to be the primary issue debated in Houston. Unfortunately 
these proposed revisions appear to many to plunge us back into Assembly bickering on judicial cases, and will 
encourage greater politicizing of decisions in the blogosphere and elsewhere.
-Men are needed for the Overtures Committee. I have 10 so far noted below. Please let us know if you have jumped
on the OC.
-Please let me know what committees you’ll be serving so I can update our website; the current list is below – let 
me know where there are corrections to be made

The following is a message from Mike Khandjian, NP member and organizer of The Fellowship Dinner. His group 
was created completely independent of ours but with a high degree of overlap. Where his group is invested in 
fellowship and visioning we are more engaged in logistics. Both groups are necessary and helpful! He wanted to 
extend an invitation to those of you on this list:
"I can't begin to tell you how cool this evening will be.  Kevin Twit will lead us in some song, but he will be 
accompanied by the worship band from Redeemer Sugarland, the church Bradley Wright pastors in the Houston 
area.  They too will lead in some song and the music will flow as we gather and eat - it will be a bash. As to the 
dinner, DON'T ASSUME YOU ARE ON THE GUEST LIST!!! I make no assumptions as to who is coming, unless 
contacted.  As it stands, we are over 1/3 full for the evening, which is way ahead of where we were last year at this 
time.  The word is out and it has to be a first-come, first-seated dinner. What is this Dinner? - I guess the best way 
to put it is that it is an evening - a couple hours - where we rehearse the Gospel to ourselves and celebrate who we 
were always intended to be as a denomination, and are.  Ultimately, though politics matter in the whole matter of 
change, it will be a gathering community of people who are determined to protect the sweeter things of the Faith - 
in how we present ourselves, how we love one another and how we love the world God created to be good, that 
makes every aspect of our involvement worthwhile. “ You can contact Mike about the Fellowship Dinner 
at mi...@chapelgate.org 
 
1. Additions (149 elders in 54 presbyteries)
TE Iron Kim (South Coast)
TE Jonathan Winfree (Southwest Florida)
TE Drew Bennett (Southwest Florida)
TE Nate Walker (Pacific Northwest) 

2. News
GA Committee of Commissioners: Here are the current names of NP on the Committee of Commissioners (please 
update me)

Overtures
TE Peter Rowan
TE Justin Woodall
TE Walt Coppersmith
TE Mark Bates 

https://groups.google.com/
http://thenationalpartnership.com/


TE Jim Richter
TE Ben Lyon
TE Michael Craddock
TE Jedidiah Slaboda
TE Dan MacDonald 
TE Eric Costa

Admin
TE James Kessler
TE Matthew Armstrong

Interchurch Relations
TE Walter Henegar
TE Kyle Hackmann 
 
Presbyteries passing an overture in support of Overture 6: (8)
Heritage
Iowa
Metro Atlanta
Nashville
North Texas
The Ohio
Providence
Southwest Florida
 
 
The Nominating Committee met this last weekend in Atlanta. Many of us on this email list were present and helped
in the discussions/debates. Here are the NP guys nominated for permanent committee/commission:
TE Tim LeCroy (Admin) - Alternate
TE Dave Schutter (MNA) - Alternate
RE Richard Dolan (CCB)
TE Josh Anderson (CCB) - Alternate
TE Bryan Chapell (SJC)
TE George Robertson (SJC)
RE Bruce Terrell (SJC)
RE Brad Bradley (Admin)
TE Jim Richter (MTW) - Alternate
TE Bruce O’Neil (IRC)
TE Bryan Counts (RUM)

Review of Presbytery Records: Serving on RPR is a three-day commitment May 28-31 - and the PCA pays the 
expenses. This committee reviews the minutes presbyteries submit to the General Assembly to ensure the minutes 
of presbytery are in order – that is, there are no strange deviations, exceptions recorded that strike at the vitals of 
our system, etc. What sounds perhaps mild-mannered has become a battleground for theological axe-grinding. 
While there are many who seek to serve on this committee for less litigious reasons, there are others who see RPR 
as an opportunity to move the lines of orthodoxy in the PCA. It is always necessary to have wise and qualified men 
serving in this committee to ensure that our denomination is accurately represented in these discussions. The rules
regarding the RE/TE alternating slots are similar to the NC. If there is not a qualified man of a particular office 



willing to serve your presbytery may appoint one representative of the other office. Below is a list of NP 
presbyteries where there is a vacancy. 
 
Central Indiana (TE)
Chesapeake (RE)
Evangel (RE)
Gulf Stream (TE) 
Illiana (TE)
North Texas (TE)
Northern California (TE)
Northern Illinois (TE)
Philadelphia (RE)
Pittsburgh (RE)
Platte Valley (RE)
Potomac (RE)
South Florida (RE)
Southwest (TE)
Suncoast (FL) (RE)
There are currently 8 NP members serving on RPR 

4. Action items:
 Interact with overture items 2, 3, and 6 on the Partnership website
 Sign up for the Overtures Committee
 If not overtures, serve in the Administrative Committee or Interchurch Relations Committee for your 

Assembly work
 
5. Calendar:
April 18: Overtures requiring BCO amendment are due
May 28-31: RPR (Review of Presbytery Records) meets in Atlanta. The NP starts discussions on all overtures set for 
GA this month.
June 16-20: Houston in the Summer! Being a member of the NP presumes that you'll be in attendance at GA. We'll 
try for an informal beer/pizza meeting during the week.
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NOTE: A gentle push here… I see 19 men serving on CoC. With over 150 in the partnership we should be doing a bit
better than that; remember that part of what we ask is that you be willing to jump into committee work unless 
providentially hindered (or blacklisted!). Please let me know if I haven’t recorded your name.
 
-Overture 3 from Grace Presbytery, which seeks to allow for greater review of SJC decisions, has been affirmed by 
overtures from five other presbyteries. This is going to be the primary issue debated in Houston. Unfortunately 
these proposed revisions appear to many to plunge us back into Assembly bickering on judicial cases, and will 
encourage greater politicizing of decisions in the blogosphere and elsewhere.
-Men are needed for the Overtures Committee. I have 13 so far noted below. Please let us know if you have jumped
on the OC.
-Please let me know what committees you’ll be serving so I can update our website; the current list is below – let 
me know where there are corrections to be made
-If you feel we should be discussing an overture not currently on a discussion page on the website please let me 
know. I’ve tried to create discussion for the overtures likely to cause debate.

The following is a message from Mike Khandjian, NP member and organizer of The Fellowship Dinner. His group 
was created completely independent of ours but with a high degree of overlap. Where his group is invested in 
fellowship and visioning we are more engaged in logistics. Both groups are necessary and helpful! He wanted to 
extend an invitation to those of you on this list:
"I can't begin to tell you how cool this evening will be.  Kevin Twit will lead us in some song, but he will be 
accompanied by the worship band from Redeemer Sugarland, the church Bradley Wright pastors in the Houston 
area.  They too will lead in some song and the music will flow as we gather and eat - it will be a bash. As to the 
dinner, DON'T ASSUME YOU ARE ON THE GUEST LIST!!! I make no assumptions as to who is coming, unless 
contacted.  As it stands, we are over  1/3 full for the evening, which is way ahead of where we were last year at this
time.  The word is out and it has to be a first-come, first-seated dinner. What is this Dinner? - I guess the best way 
to put it is that it is an evening - a couple hours - where we rehearse the Gospel to ourselves and celebrate who we 
were always intended to be as a denomination, and are.  Ultimately, though politics matter in the whole matter of 
change, it will be a gathering community of people who are determined to protect the sweeter things of the Faith - 
in how we present ourselves, how we love one another and how we love the world God created to be good, that 
makes every aspect of our involvement worthwhile. “ You can contact Mike about the Fellowship Dinner 
at mi...@chapelgate.org 
 
1. Additions (154 elders in 54 presbyteries)
TE Wes Neel (Chicago Metro) 
TE Don Aldin (Georgia Foothills)
TE Blake Altman (North Texas)
TE Tim Weldon (Gulfstream)
TE Joel Kavanaugh (Westminster)

2. News
GA Committee of Commissioners: Here are the current names of NP on the Committee of Commissioners (please 
update me)

https://groups.google.com/
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Overtures
TE Peter Rowan
TE Justin Woodall
TE Walt Coppersmith
TE Mark Bates 
TE Jim Richter
TE Ben Lyon
TE Michael Craddock
TE Jedidiah Slaboda
TE Dan MacDonald 
TE Eric Costa
TE Will Reinmuth
TE Kevin Twit
TE Ian Hard

Admin
TE James Kessler
TE Matthew Armstrong

Interchurch Relations
TE Walter Henegar
TE Kyle Hackmann
TE Jason Polk 

MNA
TE Drew Bennett

Covenant Seminary
TE Jonathan Winfree

Presbyteries passing an overture in support of Overture 6: (15)
Heritage
Iowa
Metro Atlanta
Nashville
North Texas
The Ohio
Providence
Southwest Florida
Georgia Foothills
Eastern Canada
Western Canada
Chicago Metro



Houston Metro
Eastern Pennsylvania
Tennessee Valley

Review of Presbytery Records: Serving on RPR is a three-day commitment May 28-30 - and the PCA pays the 
expenses. This committee reviews the minutes presbyteries submit to the General Assembly to ensure the minutes 
of presbytery are in order – that is, there are no strange deviations, exceptions recorded that strike at the vitals of 
our system, etc. What sounds perhaps mild-mannered has become a battleground for theological axe-grinding. 
While there are many who seek to serve on this committee for less litigious reasons, there are others who see RPR 
as an opportunity to move the lines of orthodoxy in the PCA. It is always necessary to have wise and qualified men 
serving in this committee to ensure that our denomination is accurately represented in these discussions. The rules
regarding the RE/TE alternating slots are similar to the NC. If there is not a qualified man of a particular office 
willing to serve your presbytery may appoint one representative of the other office. Below is a list of NP 
presbyteries where there is a vacancy. 
 
Central Indiana (TE)
Chesapeake (RE)
Evangel (RE)
Gulf Stream (TE) 
Illiana (TE)
North Texas (TE)
Northern California (TE)
Northern Illinois (TE)
Philadelphia (RE)
Pittsburgh (RE)
Platte Valley (RE)
Potomac (RE)
South Florida (RE)
Southwest (TE)
Suncoast (FL) (RE)
There are currently 8 NP members serving on RPR 

4. Action items:
 Interact with overture items 2, 3, and 6 on the Partnership website
 Sign up for the Overtures Committee
 If not overtures, serve in the Administrative Committee or Interchurch Relations Committee for your 

Assembly work
 
5. Calendar:
April 18: Overtures requiring BCO amendment are due
May 28-30: RPR (Review of Presbytery Records) meets in Atlanta. The NP starts discussions on all overtures set for 
GA this month.
June 16-20: Houston in the Summer! Being a member of the NP presumes that you'll be in attendance at GA. We'll 
try for an informal beer/pizza meeting during the week.
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NOTE: A gentle push here… I see 27 men serving on CoC. With over 150 in the partnership we should be doing a bit
better than that; remember that part of what we ask is that you be willing to jump into committee work unless 
providentially hindered (or blacklisted!). Please let me know if I haven’t recorded your name. The Overtures 
Committee accepts last-minute additions (if your presbytery appoints via an admin committee you can be added as
late as your arrival at GA)
 
Sixteen “Grandfathers” of our denomination, present at the birth of the PCA, signed a letter encouraging the next 
generations to “lead from the center”. I found it to be encouraging and perhaps you will 
too: http://byfaithonline.com/founders-to-the-next-generation/ . As you might expect there was a response 
from those who consider the center to be too far left: http://theaquilareport.com/a-tale-of-two-letters/ .
 Just keeping you in the loop here.

-Overture 3 from Grace Presbytery, which seeks to allow for greater review of SJC decisions, has been affirmed by 
overtures from several other presbyteries. This is going to be the primary issue debated in Houston. Unfortunately 
these proposed revisions appear to many to plunge us back into Assembly bickering on judicial cases, and will 
encourage greater politicizing of decisions in the blogosphere and elsewhere.
-Men are needed for the Overtures Committee. I have 16 so far noted below. Please let us know if you have jumped
on the OC.
-Please let me know what committees you’ll be serving so I can update our website; the current list is below – let 
me know where there are corrections to be made
-If you feel we should be discussing an overture not currently on a discussion page on the website please let me 
know. I’ve tried to create discussion for the overtures likely to cause debate.

Please add your thoughts to the discussions on the primary matters of debate on Overtures this year through the 
website. As NP men on the Overtures Committee begin to prepare for GA it would be helpful for them to read your 
thoughts. I hope you’ll take a few minutes to comment.
 

http://theaquilareport.com/a-tale-of-two-letters
http://byfaithonline.com/founders-to-the-next-generation
http://thenationalpartnership.com/


1. Additions (154 elders in 54 presbyteries)

2. Updates
GA Committee of Commissioners: Here are the current names of NP on the Committee of Commissioners (please 
update me)

Overtures
TE Peter Rowan
TE Justin Woodall
TE Walt Coppersmith
TE Mark Bates 
TE Jim Richter
TE Ben Lyon
TE Michael Craddock
TE Jedidiah Slaboda
TE Dan MacDonald 
TE Eric Costa
TE Will Reinmuth
TE Kevin Twit
TE Ian Hard
TE Mike Sloan
RE Richard Dolan
TE Geoff Ziegler

Admin
TE James Kessler
TE Matthew Armstrong
TE Erik Bonkovsky
TE Jon Price

Interchurch Relations
TE Walter Henegar
TE Kyle Hackmann
TE Jason Polk
TE Larry Hoop 

MNA
TE Drew Bennett

Covenant Seminary
TE Jonathan Winfree

Covenant College
TE Nate Walker



Presbyteries passing an overture in support of Overture 6: (22)
Heritage
Iowa
Metro Atlanta
Nashville
North Texas
The Ohio
Providence
Southwest Florida
Georgia Foothills
Eastern Canada
Western Canada
Chicago Metro
Houston Metro
Eastern Pennsylvania
Tennessee Valley
James River
Missouri
Savannah River
Rocky Mountain
Southern New England
Blue Ridge
Gulf Stream

There are currently 10     NP members serving on RPR 

4. Action items:
 Interact with overture items 2, 3, and 6 on the Partnership website
 Sign up for the Overtures Committee
 If not overtures, serve in the Administrative Committee or Interchurch Relations Committee for your 

Assembly work. If none of those are open serve somewhere! The denomination is healthier with greater 
participation.

 
5. Calendar:
May 28-30: RPR (Review of Presbytery Records) meets in Atlanta. The NP starts discussions on all overtures set for 
GA this month.
June 16-20: Houston in the Summer! Being a member of the NP presumes that you'll be in attendance at GA. We'll 
try for an informal beer/pizza meeting during the week.
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NOTE THE NEW WEBSITE PASSWORD - rev223

[The following communication is confidential and may not be shared without the permission of the sender]
 Partnership Website: http://thenationalpartnership.com (password: ‘rev223’)
-
Please add your voice to the discussion on the website concerning the overtures speaking to same-sex marriage 
and the proposed SJC changes. Your input will help sharpen the views of NP members who are serving on the OC. 
This link will take you to the discussion on the SJC: https://james-kessler.squarespace.com/overture-1-voting-on-
sjc-decisions/2013/10/29/overture-1-and-sean-lucas-comments#comments-52702ab1e4b08363c17a3128 

NOTE: A gentle push… I see 36 men serving on CoC. With over 150 in the partnership we could be doing a bit better
than that; remember that part of what we ask is that you be willing to jump into committee work unless 
providentially hindered (or blacklisted!). Please let me know if I haven’t recorded your name. The Overtures 
Committee accepts last-minute additions (if your presbytery appoints via an admin committee you can be added as
late as your arrival at GA)

-Overture 3 from Grace Presbytery, which seeks to allow for greater review of SJC decisions, has been affirmed by 
overtures from several other presbyteries. This is going to be the primary issue debated in Houston. Unfortunately 
these proposed revisions appear to many to plunge us back into Assembly bickering on judicial cases, and will 
encourage greater politicizing of decisions in the blogosphere and elsewhere.
-Men are needed for the Overtures Committee. I have 18 so far noted below. Please let us know if you have jumped
on the OC.
 
1. Additions (154 elders in 54 presbyteries)

2. News
GA Committee of Commissioners: Here are the current names of NP on the Committee of Commissioners (please 
update me)

Overtures
TE Peter Rowan
TE Justin Woodall
TE Walt Coppersmith
TE Mark Bates 
TE Jim Richter
TE Ben Lyon

https://james-kessler.squarespace.com/overture-1-voting-on-sjc-decisions/2013/10/29/overture-1-and-sean-lucas-comments#comments-52702ab1e4b08363c17a3128
https://james-kessler.squarespace.com/overture-1-voting-on-sjc-decisions/2013/10/29/overture-1-and-sean-lucas-comments#comments-52702ab1e4b08363c17a3128
http://thenationalpartnership.com/


TE Michael Craddock
TE Jedidiah Slaboda
TE Dan MacDonald 
TE Eric Costa
TE Will Reinmuth
TE Kevin Twit
TE Ian Hard
TE Mike Sloan
RE Richard Dolan
TE Geoff Ziegler
TE Tim LeCroy
RE Bill Thomas

Admin
TE James Kessler
TE Matthew Armstrong
TE Erik Bonkovsky
TE Jon Price

Interchurch Relations
TE Walter Henegar
TE Kyle Hackmann
TE Jason Polk
TE Larry Hoop 

MNA
TE Drew Bennett

MTW
TE Jeff Schneider
TE Charles Godwin 

Covenant Seminary
TE Jonathan Winfree
TE Luke Evans

Covenant College
TE Nate Walker
TE Erik McDaniel

CE/P
TE David Wallover

Ridge Haven
TE Daniel Gilchrist 
TE Wes Neel



RUM
TE Jason Little
TE Charles Garland

Presbyteries passing an overture in support of Overture 6: (23)

There are currently 10     NP members serving on RPR 

4. Action items:
 Interact with overture items 2, 3, and 6 on the Partnership website
 Sign up for the Overtures Committee
 If not overtures, serve in the Administrative Committee or Interchurch Relations Committee for your 

Assembly work. If those are full, serve somewhere! The denomination is best served with more 
participation.

 
5. Calendar:
May 28-30: RPR (Review of Presbytery Records) meets in Atlanta. The NP starts discussions on all overtures set for 
GA this month.
June 16-20: Houston in the Summer! Being a member of the NP presumes that you'll be in attendance at GA. We'll 
try for an informal beer/pizza meeting during the week.

Overture from Pittsburgh Presbytery
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Brothers,

My Session presented an Overture to Presbytery in January that received a unanimous vote. It was 
delivered to the Clerk prior to the deadline, but somehow was never forwarded to the CCB. We’ve 
been told that it has been forwarded to the CCB, and will be added as an Assembly addition 
(pending their approval). While it’s not as important of an overture as some that we’ll be considering, 
I’d like to get it in front of the Partnership for you to be aware of, and interact with any questions you 
might have regarding it.

The Overture asks that BCO 18-7 be amended regarding removal of candidates and interns. We are 
proposing that the reasons (and any action taken by a Session or Presbytery) for removal be 
reported in the minutes of Presbytery. It seems to us that we are not caring well for our candidates 
and interns by not having this stipulation. We’ve often noticed that men are removed ‘just because,’ 
and then later find out that there was some contention or lack of care by a pastor or Session, but by 
that time there’s no way for the Presbytery to intervene. We’ve also noticed, (and unfortunately been 
involved in a situation before my time at Covenant Community) where questionable actions by an 
intern were cause for his removal, but not reported to Presbytery, only for those issues to show 
themselves later and in ‘greater’ sin. Had the Presbytery known of these issues, perhaps greater 
care would have been given to help these men confront their sin, and find freedom in Christ.

Anyway, I wanted to pass this along to you men so that you may prayerfully consider it for this 
summer’s GA. Also, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to pass them along.

Blessings,

Jon Price
Pastor
Covenant Community Church

OVERTURE FROM PITTSBURGH PRESBYTERY "Amend BCO 18-7 Regarding Removal of Candidates and 
Interns" Whereas every intern is required to be a candidate for ministry (BCO 19-8), and; Whereas with 
respect to the candidate "his preparatory training for the ministry he is under the oversight of the 
Presbytery. It shall be the duty of the Presbytery to show a kindly and sympathetic interest in him" [BCO 
18-4, emphasis added]; and Whereas "The intern should be closely supervised by the Presbytery 
throughout this trial period." [BCO 19-7, emphasis added]; and Whereas "For the development of his 
Christian character, for the service he can render, and for his more effective training, the candidate, 
when entering on his theological studies, should be authorized and encouraged by the Presbytery to 
conduct public worship, to expound the Scriptures to the people, and to engage in other forms of 
Christian work. These forms of service should be rendered under the direction of Presbytery" [SCO 18-5];
and Whereas this relationship between the candidate and Presbytery does not change when they 



become an intern, "Presbyteries should require interns to devote themselves diligently to the trial of 
their gifts; and no one should be ordained to the work of the ministry of the Word until he has 
demonstrated the ability both to edify and to rule in the Church." (BCO 19-12]; and Whereas the 
candidate or intern can have his status removed. "A candidate shall, at his request, be allowed to 
withdraw from the care of the Presbytery. The Presbytery may also, for sufficient reasons, remove the 
name of the candidate from its roll of candidates; but in such a case it shall report its actions and the 
reasons therefor to the candidate and to the Session of his church." [BCO 18-7]; and Whereas the 
Presbytery is required to give sufficient reasons for the candidate's removal to the candidate and to the 
Session of his church [BCO 18-7]; and Whereas Sessions will, at their discretion, request the removal of 
candidates from the care of the Presbytery; and Whereas the Session of his church is not required to give
sufficient reasons or make a report to Presbytery of its actions; and Whereas there is no requirement for 
the candidate to give sufficient reasons to the Presbytery for his withdraw from the care of the 
Presbytery; and Whereas we are doing a disservice to these men under our care by allowing them, or 
their Sessions, to request to be withdrawn from the care of the Presbytery without reporting sufficient 
reasons and actions, thereby not giving the Presbytery the opportunity to "show a kindly and 
sympathetic interest in him" [BCO 18-4] before the relationship is severed. Therefore be it resolved that 
the 42nd General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America amend BCO 18-7 by adding "or at the 
request of his Session,... But in such a case sufficient reasons [and any actions taken] must be reported 
to the Presbytery." Also, "In all cases of a removal or withdrawal of a candidate, the sufficient reason for 
the action shall be recorded in the minutes of Presbytery." The new 18-7 would thus read [new wording 
underlined]: "The Presbytery may, upon appHcation of the candidate, give a certificate of dismission to 
another Presbytery. The candidate may be allowed to retain membership in his home church upon the 
request of his Session and the approval of both Presbyteries involved. A candidate shall, at his request or
at the request of his Session, be allowed to withdraw from the care of the Presbytery, by reporting 
sufficient reasons to the Presbytery. But in such a case sufficient reasons (and any actions taken] must be
reported to the Presbytery. The Presbytery may also, for sufficient reasons, remove the name of the 
candidate from its roll of candidates; but in such a case it shall report its actions and the reasons 
therefore to the candidate and to the Session of his church. In all cases of a removal or withdrawal of a 
candidate, the sufficient reason for the action shall be recorded in the minutes of Presbytery." Adopted 
by Pittsburgh Presbytery at its stated meeting, January 25, 2014. Stated Clerk
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Brothers,

In an effort to ensure that everyone participating in the National Partnership feels no undue pressure I want 
to extend the offer to de-list from us if you would like; if your conscience pushes you toward non-
participation you should feel free to be removed. I have been very thankful for all of your participation in the 
Partnership – it has been encouraging for me and helpful for my growth as a presbyter (and a pastor!). As we 
head into General Assembly you’ll receive quite a few updates and exhortations to be present for votes, etc. It
would be natural to hang on to membership in the NP because all of us want to “know what people are up 
to.” But the NP is a working group and we would hope/expect that you’ll participate in the process rather 
than sit on the sidelines. You should feel no frustration from me or others if you decide it isn’t for you. Just let 
me know and I’ll try to change our roster as quickly as possible. Again, whatever your decision, I’m grateful for
your participation so far!

For the rest of you: let’s get ready for Houston.

JK

Partnership NOTE
1 view

Skip to first unread message

James Kessler
<JKessler@npc-dublin.org>
unread,
Jun 2, 2014, 7:38:48 AM





to TheNP@googlegroups.com

[The following communication is confidential and may not be shared without the permission of the sender]
 Partnership Website: http://thenationalpartnership.com (password: ‘rev223’)

Please add your voice to the discussion on the website concerning the overtures speaking to same-sex marriage 
and the proposed SJC changes. Your input will help sharpen the views of NP members who are serving on the OC. 

http://thenationalpartnership.com/


This link will take you to the discussion on the SJC: http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-1-vo  ting-on-sjc-
decisions/

TE Mark Bates has provided an FAQ regarding the Insider Movement’s minority report. This will be a fairly
contentious debate again this year. This may prove helpful for 
you: http://thenationalpartnership.com/insider-movements/

NOTE: The Overtures Committee accepts last-minute additions (if your presbytery appoints via an admin 
committee you can be added as late as your arrival at GA). The OC committee does not list anyone from the 
following:
Blue Ridge
Central Florida
South Florida
Warrior

-Overture 3 from Grace Presbytery, which seeks to allow for greater review of SJC decisions, has been affirmed by 
overtures from several other presbyteries. This is going to be the primary issue debated in Houston. Unfortunately 
these proposed revisions appear to many to plunge us back into Assembly bickering on judicial cases, and will 
encourage greater politicizing of decisions in the blogosphere and elsewhere.
-Men are needed for the Overtures Committee. I have 20 so far noted below. Please let us know if you have jumped
on the OC.
 
1. Additions (154 elders in 54 presbyteries)
TE Will Tabor (SE Louisiana)
TE Grant Lowe (Tennessee Valley)

2. News
Thanks to those who attended RPR this year. From what I heard the meeting proceeded without much craziness. 
That’s always a good thing and only happens when we are all willing to participate. 

GA Committee of Commissioners: Here are the current names of NP on the Committee of Commissioners (please 
update me)

Overtures
TE Peter Rowan
TE Justin Woodall
TE Walt Coppersmith
TE Mark Bates 
TE Jim Richter
TE Ben Lyon
TE Michael Craddock
TE Jedidiah Slaboda
TE Dan MacDonald 
TE Eric Costa
TE Will Reinmuth
TE Kevin Twit
TE Ian Hard

http://thenationalpartnership.com/insider-movements
http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-1-voting-on-sjc-decisions
http://thenationalpartnership.com/overture-1-voting-on-sjc-decisions


TE Mike Sloan
RE Richard Dolan
TE Geoff Ziegler
TE Tim LeCroy
RE Bill Thomas
RE Paul Neighbors
RE Sam Duncan

Admin
TE James Kessler
TE Matthew Armstrong
TE Erik Bonkovsky
TE Jon Price

Interchurch Relations
TE Walter Henegar
TE Kyle Hackmann
TE Jason Polk
TE Larry Hoop 

MNA
TE Drew Bennett

MTW
TE Jeff Schneider
TE Charles Godwin
TE Todd Crusey 

Covenant Seminary
TE Jonathan Winfree
TE Luke Evans

Covenant College
TE Nate Walker
TE Erik McDaniel

CE/P
TE David Wallover

PCA-f
TE Blake Altman

Ridge Haven
TE Daniel Gilchrist 
TE Wes Neel



RUM
TE Jason Little
TE Charles Garland

Presbyteries passing an overture in support of Overture 6: (23)

4. Action items:
 Interact with overture items 2, 3, and 6 on the Partnership website
 Sign up for the Overtures Committee if your Presbytery still has a vacancy

 
5. Calendar:
June 16-20: Houston in the Summer! Being a member of the NP presumes that you'll be in attendance at GA. 

GA floor noms - vacant RE slots
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Friends,

As we head to Houston next week, I wanted to highlight an opportunity for RE nominations. 
Currently, there are 4 open committee alternate slots (no candidate was put forward by the 
Nominating Committee):

- Admin Committee



- MNA

- Interchurch Relations

- Theological Examining

The alternate attends the scheduled meetings over the next year, fills in if quorum is needed or if a 
member cannot serve their term out, gains valuable experience, and gains consideration the 
following year for a permanent slot (BCO 14-1).

I have attached the Floor Nomination form together with the Committee qualification descriptions for 
the open slots. Floor nominations are due on the floor clerk's desk by Wednesday, 6/18 @ 
5pm.

If you have any questions at all about how to get this done, I'm glad to walk you through it.

Please take a minute and consider if you have a Ruling Elder in your Presbytery that would be a 
good fit for one of these positions.

Warm regards,

Joel

Joel St. Clair
Pastor

General Assembly Note #1
1 view

Skip to first unread message

James Kessler
<JKessler@npc-dublin.org>

unread,

Jun 17, 2014, 5:42:19 PM









to TheNP@googlegroups.com
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 Partnership Website: http://thenationalpartnership.com (password: ‘rev223’)

Brothers,

This evening the Assembly begins with the first worship service and the election of a moderator. I wanted to 
give you an overview of this week’s work. I will send it in multiple emails for ease of navigation:

I. 42nd Assembly Introduction – primary issues (now)

II.  Study Committee on Insider Movements (later tonight)

III. The overtures committee review (Wednesday morning)

IV. Nominations to permanent committee (wednesday evening)

As I have said before, I will do my best to provide resources for your preparation – including my own 
perspectives – but I want to emphasize once again that participation in the National Partnership does not 
imply your     conformity     to the opinions expressed. What I’m going for is unity – in truth and charity. Certainly 
the opinions expressed here would be far less helpful had I not received from you all much feedback and 
help. Thank you! 

Overview

The primary issues

The SJC’s current system allows for the commission to process a case without waiting for the Assembly to 
either uphold or strike down their decisions. This year there are a handful of motions seeking to allow for 
decisions of the SJC to be reviewed but the Assembly before they are finalized. The Overtures committee 
recommended that all the SJC motions be answered in the negative. While there was much debate the 
decision was not narrow – they failed by a 4-1 margin in committee. Next they will come to the floor where 
the Assembly can debate the motion to answer the SJC overtures in the negative but they cannot offer 
amendments. This means either the assembly will affirm the motion to answer the overtures in the negative 
(I.e. ‘no to SJC changes’) or they will deny the motion to answer in the negative, committing the matter to the
next Overtures committee at the general assembly in 2015.

Overtures 2 and 5 sought to make a denominational statement in regards to the issue of homosexuality and 
the sanctity of marriage. The makers of the overture want the denomination to go on record against the 
encroachment of religious liberty by groups advocating for homosexual rights (in view: christians denying 
their services to homosexual couples on religious grounds then being prosecuted) and to reaffirm the biblical 

http://thenationalpartnership.com/


doctrine of marriage over and against the current cultural trend. The debate in the Overtures committee was 
very passionate and more divided than any other debate. On one side were those who thought the motions 
unhelpful pastorally in contexts where churches are seeking to engage the culture more delicately. On the 
other side were those who feel anxiety about the increasing harassment Christians receive in trying to live out
Biblical commitments. Both sides want the Church of Jesus Christ to speak pastorally and truthfully to the 
issue but disagree as to whether an overture to the general assembly resulting in a public statement is the 
best forum. Ultimately after much debate and reconsidering the question the overtures were answered in the
negative – a good result in my view. There will be a minority report to answer in the affirmative with some 
amendments. This means that on the floor of the assembly the minority report can be substituted for the 
majority report by a majority of the commissioners voting. I expect this debate to be fevered on the floor. 

The Study Committee on Insider Movements is docketed for discussion tomorrow afternoon. The question 
before the Assembly will be this: 1. Accept only the Majority report (deny minority report) 2. Accept both the 
Majority and Minority report (treating them as companion work of the study committee). It is my hope that 
the Minority report will be accepted. If you are looking to understand more about the minority report here 
are some links I found to be helpful:

Dr. Greg Perry: http://gregoryperry.wordpress.com/2014/06/08/in-praise-of-the-minority-report-on-so-
called-insider-movements/

Dr. Nelson Jennings (in debate with David Garner): http://www.reformation21.org/articles/jennings-and-
garner-debate-the-insider-movement.php

Seminars

I want to recommend two seminars to you. Unfortunately they are occurring simultaneously, Wednesday 
morning - 8am. They are both strategically important – the relationships on multi staff churches have great 
potential to multiply ministry and empower movements; the transformation of presbytery culture is a crucial 
step toward greater impact in church planting, mercy ministry and community transformation. The men 
leading these seminars are great teachers. I hope you’ll make time for one of them:

Shaping the Relationship between Senior, Associate, and Assistant Pastors

Seminar Speakers: 

George Robertson, Pastor, First Presbyterian, Augusta, GA

Adam S. Tisdale, Sr. Pastor, North Hills Church (PCA) Meridianville, AL

Erik McDaniel, Assistant Pastor, Faith Presbyterian Church Anniston, AL

"Too frequently the relationship between the Senior, Associate, and Assistant pastors on church staff creates 
unnecessary frustration and confusion. This seminar will address common difficulties and suggest ways to 
make greater use of the different Pastoral staff roles for the greater kingdom ministry of your church.”

http://www.reformation21.org/articles/jennings-and-garner-debate-the-insider-movement.php
http://www.reformation21.org/articles/jennings-and-garner-debate-the-insider-movement.php
http://gregoryperry.wordpress.com/2014/06/08/in-praise-of-the-minority-report-on-so-called-insider-movements
http://gregoryperry.wordpress.com/2014/06/08/in-praise-of-the-minority-report-on-so-called-insider-movements


Leading Presbytery Renewal and Cultural Transformation

Seminar Speakers: 

Ray Cortese, TE, Seven Rivers Presbyterian Church 

Bruce O’Neil, TE, Evangelical Presbyterian, Annapolis

Jason Dorsey, TE, Redeemer Presbyterian, Indianapolis Too frequently the relationship between the Senior, 
Associate, and

Assistant pastors on church staff creates unnecessary frustration and confusion. This seminar will discuss the 
process of moving presbyter- ies toward being an inward-facing “court of care” for pastors and an outward-
facing church-planting movement following the experiences of the Central Florida, Chesapeake, and Central 
Indiana Presbyteries.

A point of personal privilege

A good friend reminded me of a helpful truth a couple of weeks ago: we must constantly fight against the 
tendency to reduce the personhood of those with whom we disagree to a proposition easily dismissed. More 
simply: your opponents are more than the propositions they affirm. We have to fight to hear each other in 
these heated debates. I tell you I am not good at this. I am impatient and weary of anyone’s voice but my own
after a few minutes. I pray that you and I will fight the good fight to love Jesus well in these conversations. 
May we be alternately frustrated, relieved, pensive, winsome, annoyed even, but never disgusted with one 
another. When we throw away our voting cards on Friday; when we beat our swords back into plowshares we
will continue to drink from the same fountain and we will continue to plead the same blood. A pleading much
louder and sharper than our disagreements. I know you know all of this but it does my heart good to say 
them out loud again. I want to excel at being a churchman this week. I believe that means I must excel as a 
worshiper too. Thank you as always for joining in the hard work of loving the brethren well and leading this 
small part of the Kingdom. Many many blessings to you.

Warmly,

JK

If you have a question during the assembly
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I will be seated at microphone 8

614.302.1570

JK

NP: Wednesday outlook
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1.30pm – RPR report

2.30pm – Report on Insider Movement Study Committee

http://thenationalpartnership.com/
tel:(614)%20302-1570


7.30pm - Worship

Report on the Insider Movement:

It is my sincere hope that we will approve the reception of both reports. The Majority report includes the desire 
to not receive the minority report. The Minority report, on the other hand, views its place as a helpful companion 
to the majority report. I think of it this way: the Majority report (though it has some content that is not optimal to 
my reading) provides a very broad canopy under which a biblical application of IM principles may function healthily.
The Minority report provides further clarification to that point: I.e. How the majority report can function in real 
ministry contexts. I agree with the Minority report that both reports need one another. If you have not read the 
minority report FAQ I have attached it again. Here also are a couple of items for further reading:

http://gregoryperry.wordpress.com/2014/06/08/in-praise-of-the-minority-report-on-so-called-insider-
movements/

http://www.reformation21.org/articles/jennings-and-garner-debate-the-insider-movement.php

Discussion thread at the General Assembly

Feel free to follow along, post questions, etc. and I (or someone else) will do our best to answer you:

http://thenationalpartnership.com/the-42nd-general-assembly-discussion/ 

JK

PCA Study Committee for Insider Movements

Minority Report 2014 FAQs 

 

Prelude

As an aid to Commissioners to the 2014 General Assembly of the PCA regarding the Study 
Committee on Insider Movements, the authors of the 2014 Minority Report entitled, “Realities 
on the Ground, An Additional Perspective,” present the following FAQs. 

Question: Why did you submit a Minority Report to the 2014 General Assembly?  

Answer: While the Committee Report (CR) provides vital theological foundations and helpful 

http://thenationalpartnership.com/the-42nd-general-assembly-discussion
http://www.reformation21.org/articles/jennings-and-garner-debate-the-insider-movement.php
http://gregoryperry.wordpress.com/2014/06/08/in-praise-of-the-minority-report-on-so-called-insider-movements
http://gregoryperry.wordpress.com/2014/06/08/in-praise-of-the-minority-report-on-so-called-insider-movements


boundaries for doing mission (through the Affirmations and Denials) which we support, we 
believe it's important for those doing mission among Muslims to receive information concerning
certain on-the-ground realities, along with some associated biblical considerations.  We hope 
and pray that the additional perspective in this 37 page report will provide practical help to PCA 
churches, assisting them in their broad sowing of the message of God’s saving power through 
his Son and the building of his church throughout Muslim nations, “…that your ways may be 
known on earth, your salvation among all nations” (Psalm 67:2, NIV).

Question: What is the relationship between MR 2014 and the Minority Report submitted 
during the General Assembly of 2013? 

Answer: MR 2014 has new authorship and thus we consider it as a total replacement for 
Minority Report 2013.

Question: What is the significance of MR 2014’s recommendations to the 2014 General 
Assembly?

Answer: Our recommendations mirror those of the CR with the exception that we separately 
recommend that the 2014 General Assembly, "make available and recommend for study" both 
the CR and MR 2014 to its presbyteries, churches and missions committees. Treating the papers 
separately allows commissioners to discuss and vote for each paper on its own merit. A General 
Assembly action to “make available and recommend for study” does not imply agreement with 
every word or idea expressed in a paper. We are not requesting, “adoption” of these reports, 
but that the Assembly send the papers to presbyteries, churches and missions committees for 
study.

Question: Tell us some of your convictions on matters related to Insider Movement missiology.

1 We hold to the Scriptures as our only authoritative guide to engaging in mission. 
2 We  believe  that  both  Scripture  and  our  confession  encourage  believers  to  apply

scriptural principles to the realities of everyday life, wherever they live. 
3 We believe that Christ ordinarily intends that his people will follow him in the context of

their family, birth community, and vocation. 
4 In recognition of the comprehensive claims of Christ on the lives of his people we hold

that identity in Christ is wholly controlling in the life of the believer; we do not advocate
or support voluntary, indefinite retention of Islamic religious identity by MBBs. 

5 We hold that disciplers of MBBs should not encourage a disciple to remain within Islamic
religious institutions. 



6 We hold that every believer is a member of the church of Jesus Christ, and we believe in
the central importance of every believer to be part of a local expression of church. 

7 We hold by faith that Muslims are people made in the image of God, and that through
Christ alone, people  from Muslim majority countries  will be among those represented
before the throne of God (Rev. 7:9-10). 

(Note:  In Minority Report 2014, references are provided for the above points to specific Affirmations
and Denials from the Majority Report.)

Question: What is the outline of the Minority Report? 

Answer: After providing introductory context to this report, we describe five realities faced by 
believers living in Muslim societies and treat four considerations that undergird and inform our 
approach to mission in the midst of these realities. A list of questions for use by missions 
committees with their missions partners is also included. An outline of our major topics follows.

Part One: Realities on the Ground Facing Muslim Background Believers (MBBs)

8 Reality #1: It is Important that MBBs Live Biblically within Muslim Societies.
9 Reality #2: MBBs Can Live Biblically within Muslim Societies.
10Reality #3: National Churches within Muslim Societies Do Not Always Accept MBBs.
11Reality  #4:  Living  within  Muslim  Societies  Requires  MBBs  to  be  Vigilant  to  Avoid

Syncretism.
12Reality #5: Growing in Christ within Muslim Societies Holds Significant Challenges for

MBBs.

Part Two: Biblical Considerations for Facing Realities on the Ground.

13Consideration A: Every Culture has “Good” and Evil Aspects.
14Consideration B:  We Must Not Add Requirements to the Gospel:  Principles from the

Jerusalem Council of Acts 15.
15Consideration  C:  We  are  Called  to  Live  in  the  World  But  Not  of  the  World:  

1 Corinthians 7:17-24 and its Context.
16Consideration D: We Must Not Participate with Demons in False Worship: A Warning

from 1 Corinthians 10:19-20.

Schedule change
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Insider movement report starting now

GA: Thursday outlook
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Today’s notable events:

10am Nominations Committee (This is an ‘order of the day’ and will happen no earlier or later than 10)

1.30pm Overtures Committee – I’m guessing here. Overtures is docketed for 3.30p but I imagine we will get 
through the preceding business before lunch. 

Nomination Advice (Thanks much to Joel St. Clair who did the work of pulling together all the information 
below; the recommendations are mine – as always you are encouraged to vote your conscience!)

NOTE: all of the uncontested nominations will be moved in an Omnibus motion. This will be followed by the 
contended nominations. 

(c) = Nominations Committee Recommendation

ADMIN COMMITTEE

Class of 2018

•

TE - David Silvernail (c) vs. Rod Mays* 

Rationale: While David has a ton of experience on the AC committee already – having chaired the committee 
in the past – it is difficult for me to ignore the work Rod has done in the past with a large organization like 
RUF. I would like to see his experience in a denominational agency with mission impact added to the mix of 
qualified men on the committee

Alternate

•

TE - Tim LeCroy* (c)  vs. Steve Jeantet vs. Kenneth Pierce

Rationale: Both Steve and Tim are NP guys, both are very competent men. It was difficult for me to point in 
one direction here in particular because Steve has done a lot of great work for the Admin committee – and I 
trust he will continue to do so whether or not he is on committee. But one factor sways me: I want more 
small-church pastors and church-planters involved in the Administrative committee. I think we will need to 
learn how to meet the needs of a church that is becoming more dispersed and plant-driven. LeCroy was also 
the committee’s recommendation. Know that if Steve does not win the spot I will be supporting him heavily 
next year as his gifts would be valued on the AC. 

•



RE - *Todd Carlisle vs. Barry Sheets vs. H.Scott Winchester

Rationale: Scott participates with us on the NP (one of our small group of RE guys) which means a lot to me. 
But I can’t ignore Carlisle’s imminent qualifications. The guy has done great work in Evangel Presbytery and on
staff at Briarwood. It is a tough call here but the number of people I spoke to who are impressed by Todd’s 
work and experience swayed me in his direction. I think we can’t go wrong with either of those two guys. 

COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL BUSINESS

Alternate

•

TE - *Josh Anderson (c) vs. Mark Rowden

Rationale: If you know Josh you know he’s made for this committee. Served multiple years on RPR, helped 
write reports for the committee, understands the interplay between the two committees very well. He’s 
impressive in his knowledge of the BCO, etc. When I’ve asked his help in understanding a particular action I’ve
been impressed by his competence. He’s also a younger guy and I continue to desire that sort of 
representation on the committees. 

COMMITTEE ON INTERCHURCH RELATIONS

Alternate

•

TE - Richard Phillips (c) vs. *Richard Lints 

•

RE - Paul Bush vs. *Paul Richardson (c)

Rationale: This has more to do with the candidates’ view of our relationship to other reformed 
denominations. Lints and Richardson seem far more open to strong fraternal ties than Bush and certainly 
Phillips (who has stated his personal mission to cut our denomination out of the NAE et al.). I’m not there 
yet; I think there’s value in continued ties. 

COMMITTEE ON MISSION NORTH AMERICA

Alternate

•

RE - *Paul Adams Sr vs William Hill

Rationale: Paul Adams comes on high recommendation from MNA



COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO WORLD

Alternate

•

TE – *Richard Wiman (c) vs. Roland Barnes

Rationale: Wiman was the committee’s nominee and eminently qualified

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF RIDGE HAVEN

Class of 2019

•

TE *Roger Newell vs. Richard Smith

Rationale: Simply that Newell was our committee’s recommendation. When there is not much separating the 
candidates we try to trust the committee.

SJC

Class of 2018

•

TE *George Robertson (c) vs. Paul Fowler

Rationale: Robertson is well-qualified and was the committee nominee

TEC

Class of 2017

•

TE *Eric Dye (c) vs. Luke Kim

Rationale: Committee nominee

Alternate

•

RE Robert Mattes vs. *William Blake Temple

Rationale: while I believe Mattes to be able in many things his enthusiasm for pursuing a strong agenda (not 
altogether wrong!) doesn’t seem to be a good fit for this committee. 



Overtures recommendations to follow
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to TheNP@googlegroups.com

All,

Don’t stray too far from the ballroom. We are moving so quickly that there’s an outside chance we may start 
before lunch.

JK
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to James Kessler, TheNP@googlegroups.com

Overtures starting now.



--
Rev. Jedidiah Slaboda
Second City Church

GA: Overtures preview
1 view

Skip to first unread message

James Kessler
<JKessler@npc-dublin.org>
unread,
Jun 19, 2014, 11:36:37 AM





to TheNP@googlegroups.com

Brothers,
As you prepare to vote on the Overtures before us here is a preview with recommendations – as always these 
are suggestions that you are free to accept or not! Hopefully this information will aid you.

First the rules:
-No one on the Overtures committee can enter into debate on the floor – they have already spoken through 
committee
-Each overture typically comes with a recommendation to affirm or answer in the negative. 
If the recommendation is to answer in the affirmative:
The floor can affirm the committee and the overture is passed
The floor can answer the committee in the negative and the overture is not passed
The floor can move to recommit the overture to either the current Overtures committee or next year’s
If the recommendation is to answer in the negative:
The floor can affirm the committee and the overture is not passed
The floor can answer the committee in the negative and the overture is not passed, but is automatically 
recommitted to the overtures committee   
-No one may offer an amendment to the work of the overtures committee. All perfecting of language must be
done by the OC. 

1. All SJC motions were answered in the negative in reference to Overture 13 (that means all were dealt
with together). The vote was by a 4-1 margin. There will be considerable debate but not much that 
can be done. Either these motions will be completely defeated by affirming the committee or they 
will be recommitted probably to next year’s overtures committee for further work. I am 
recommending against recommitting these overtures as none of them can improve our current 



process and all would lead to difficulties of all sorts. There are many fine summaries out there but I 
am including an attachment to something I wrote regarding this – I was helped along by many others 
in my opinion.

2. Overture 6: the child protection overture was answered in the affirmative (unanimously) and should 
be affirmed by all of us. Here are some additional notes from Mike Sloan who coauthored the 
overture:

3.
"Brothers, the child protection overture received unanimous affirmation in the 
Overtures Committee (there was 1 abstention). There were a few edits, but in my 
opinion these were all friendly, and in no way water down what was intended. I do 
not anticipate much opposition on the floor, but there were some concerning 
comments by David Coffin in his overture chart. You never know what will happen on
the floor. I cannot speak to it because as a member of the Overtures Committee I am 
not to allow to enter into the debate on overtures when they come to the floor. If 
needed I hope that you will be ready to stand up for the precious little ones that 
Jesus welcomes with open arms as many of you already have in your presbyteries. 
Thank you for all of your encouragement to me this year. I ask your indulgence for 
one final, personal word, my dear brothers. I am grateful for the rising awareness 
surrounding child protection. I am also aware this overture consists only of words. 
Words matter, but without action, they are empty. My prayer is that we will speak 
clearly on Thursday, but also take these words as a call to action in our churches. 

Read quickly!
JK

SJC argument:

Men,

I hope you’ll permit me to have the last word on our SJC discussion before we move on. I’ve asked for 
and received quite a bit of advice concerning the seven overtures related to the SJC and I’ll put them 
here for the benefit of the group. Attached you’ll find one document prepared by a very gifted brother in
our denomination. I was thankful to receive it and also offer it to you as help. Here are my own thoughts 
after hearing from you and many others:

Proposed changes create unacceptable delays in process:

I thought Ray Cannata had some helpful things to say here, but I also asked advice from multiple 
members of the SJC who are also a part of the NP and they are universally disturbed by the idea of delay 



in a case that may have already taken a few years to process through the courts. A case decided in the 
SJC October meeting, for instance, could not be finalized for 8 more months! In some cases it may not be
of too much consequence but in cases where a minister’s good name (or employment!) is on the line, 
this is a grievous wait for justice. In the case of a Presbytery commission (whose decisions must be 
finalized by the entire body) the delay would likely be no more than a month or so, from stated meeting 
to stated meeting. 

Proposed changes expose parties to an uninformed and politicized jury

Every person I’ve spoken to who has served on the SJC has been humbled by the massive amounts of 
reading and deliberation necessary to dispose of a single case before the court. It is foolish to think that 
even the most conscientious commissioner will have the opportunity to read the record of any but the 
most notorious cases before them. And this is part of the problem. If only the most notorious cases 
receive this degree of review and discussion among commissioners, we have entered a world where 
justice is not equal from case to case, because one court is uninterested in 95% of the plaintiff cases. The
issue is this: the Assembly as a whole cannot justly function as a sometimes-interested court of review. It
must function uniformly despite the case presented before it, or not at all. 

Further to this point, notorious cases create a climate where half-truths and uninformed theories breed. 
In our secular court system the process of sequestration protects defendants and plaintiffs from 
politicized juries. In our current SJC system the final word on a case proceeds from sequestered 
discovery and deliberation. The records of the case are made available to the commission and decisions 
rendered before they ever hit the blogosphere – the record of the case is not as easily compromised by 
widespread commentary. This is the proper way to decide a judicial case, extending mercy to the parties 
by a concern to limit the record of the case accordingly. David Coffin’s ByFaith rejoinder on these 
overtures covers the oaths SJC members must take before deliberation and voting – it may be helpful to 
review these.

Proposed changes presume a mistrust of commission work

Much of the discussion over these changes revolves around the following fear: that a commission 
appointed by the General Assembly (I.e. To function as the assembly) will err so grievously that a slide 
into liberalism and disunion will follow, with no recourse. The watchword is “lack of accountability”. Here
are my problems with this assertion:

1. The Assembly has established the SJC with safeguards: a minority report consisting of at least 1/3 of 
the commission may be presented to the Assembly for vote and the Nominating Committee yearly elects
6 members of the court submitted through the Presbyteries – allowing the assembly to turn over 1/4 of 
the court’s membership every year. A quick comparison to the Federal court system (lifetime 
appointments) provide a stark contrast.

2. The General Assembly is itself a commission! Commissions are Presbyterian! 700-1000 commissioners 
yearly vote on matters significant to thousands more who are not present. One could say that cases 



decided by the Assembly, itself a small commission in comparison to the whole of Teaching Elders and 
eligible Ruling Elders would be functioning in the same capacity as our current commission but without 
the same skill and knowledge of the case, and after great delay. 

3. If a Commissioner cannot trust the decision of the Presbytery, nor the decision of the commission of 
his own Assembly reviewing the Presbytery, nor the process for reforming the erring commission (voting 
new members in), the commissioner’s greater problem may be his inability to fulfill his fourth ordination 
vow (subjection to the brethren) because he does not trust his fellow Elders to dispose of any business in
which he is not directly empowered. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

This is an emotional debate. I think it is advantageous, if you wish to oppose these overtures, to engage 
that emotion. Commissions are an expression of connectionalism: we trust each other to labor in the 
same field, out of view, for our own good. Or we don’t. 

While it is tempting to make this conversation about one case, we must remember that this isn’t about 
one case. For Sean Lucas this is about the case of the future and the rogue presbytery of the future and 
the court whose hands are tied. The question every commissioner must ask himself is this: are we willing
to lose charity and care for the parties in these cases because we are fearful of an imagined possible 
future? It really is that simple of a choice: the seven overtures seeking some improvement or even a 
middle ground seem to fail, in our opinion, to improve anything. This is evidence that we must choose 
one of two futures for our life together at the Assembly: will it be a dull meeting of trusting though 
diligent commissioners or will it be a shootout with the interested parties fighting every notorious case 
on the floor and uninformed commissioners seeking cover? Our preliminary principles favor the former. 
The latter really is a different denomination, not the PCA. 

Thanks for allowing me to speak on this. I want to be careful not to coerce anyone; please forgive me if I 
am being too forward. We’ll start discussion on other amendments Thursday. 

JK
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to TheNP@googlegroups.com

There is a minority report regarding Overture 43 (by which overtures 2 and 5 are answered in the negative). 
The floor has the option of, after hearing the minority opinion, to substitute the minority report for the 
majority report. In this case it is to answer with a statement for prayer and encouragement to those pastors 
engaging in Marriage and sanctity of human life issues. While I personally do not believe that a statement like 
this will actually equip pastors and open new avenues of Kingdom. Here is an argument from Kevin Twit 
regarding Overture 43

Thoughts on Minority Report for Overture 43

I am opposed to this softened version of Overture 43 and since I am unable to speak 
during overtures, I am willing to share my thoughts for those who are interested.

Even thought the minority report softens (and certainly improves) the resolves, it 
does not eliminate, nor speak to, the original overture in the decisive way I believe 
we should. I don’t think overtures that ask the PCA to pick and choose certain issues 
to highlight through public proclamation are helpful approaches and believe we 
should send a strong message that such overtures will be rejected. In this case, 
overtures 2 and 5 were overwhelmingly rejected, but many felt that we should say 
something and overture 43 was seen as a good compromise. But I want to speak 
clearly that overtures such as these are unwise and we need to stop sending them.

Even though the resolve is softened in the minority report approach, the where as 
section is still there. I know that we don’t adopt the where as section, but who 
outside of General Assembly commissioners really understands that. If we send this 
out publically, people will assume we agree with the where as section. The first 
problem with the where as section is that is references the US Constitution – but the 



PCA does not just contain people in the United States and so it fails to recognize that 
fact. How are our pastors and churches in Canada to explain this overture?

Furthermore, overtures which seek to have the whole church speak to an issue, 
end up making it more difficult for our churches to contextualize the Bible’s 
teaching in their own contexts. Undoubtedly in the PCA there are pastors working in 
church contexts where they could lose credibility for not speaking a word of solidarity
for those suffering for their stand on gay marriage and sanctity of life. But there are 
also pastors working in contexts where speaking out on these issues must be dealt 
with very skillfully, because most of the people in their community assume that all 
the church cares about is condemning things like gay marriage. Broad statements like 
this are a bad idea – we need to allow pastors and churches freedom to know how to
speak, and when to speak, in their own context. What seems like a bold stand in one 
area of the country may come across as an unnecessary offense in another. I am not 
saying that we must weaken our stance on sanctity or life or marriage. We are 
confessional Presbyterians and thus it is clear where we stand on these issues. But 
overtures like this demand we consider the wisdom of how and when we speak to 
these issues publically – and I would argue such wisdom is best worked out and 
applied at a local level.

We must be very careful when we speak as a church about issues, particularly 
those that are seen as connected to the culture war in our day. Even the softened 
version of the resolves still carries the impression that we as a church are cherry 
picking certain issues to care about and remaining silent on other issues. 
Furthermore, as the grounds for answering this original overture in the negative say, 
“It is vital that the world hear the gospel from us clearly, yet overtures like this can 
add weight to the charge that we are more interested in condemning the culture 
than we are in reaching the culture with the love of Christ.” 

The minority report alters this overture in such a way that it really seeks to propose
a different overture – and thus we end up dealing with an overture not from a 
Presbytery but from a minority of the overtures committee. If those in the minority 
want an overture such as the minority report proposes, let them work on in with 
input from their presbytery (typically the way we gain the wisdom of the broader 
church on a proposed overture) and let them bring it in more typical way. I do not 
believe we need to affirm the practice of rewriting an overture in such a radical way 
by a minority of the overtures committee.



While I appreciate the intent of those who asked us to reconsider overture 43 in 
the overtures committee in order to avoid having the General Assembly deal with a
minority report, this strategy was never going to work. If we had adopted the 
minority report as our response to overture 43 then we would have had the original 
answer to overture 43, with the grounds, offered as a minority report. And it is worth
mentioning that this minority report was already offered up to the overtures 
committee as a substitute motion and it was rejected.
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Debate resuming now on Overture 22

GA: overture actions
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to thenp@googlegroups.com

Overture 6 is affirmed

All SJC items are rejected.

A quick post-GA note
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to TheNP@googlegroups.com

Deep gratitude to all of you for your hard work at the General Assembly this week. For two straight 
assemblies I saw the majority of the PCA well-represented in committees, on the floor of the assembly, at 
gatherings late at night and into the early hours of the morning. As one who felt like an alien at the GA as 
recently as three years ago I am so thankful. You were there and you were ready to speak, ready to vote. 
Great men were elected to committee work and for the most part the actions of the assembly were beneficial
for the growth of the Kingdom. I could not have imagined it in Louisville. 



During one of the seminars Ray Cortese spoke about his presbytery being a place he would not hesitate to 
bring unbelievers (by the way you should get the tape from that seminar with Bruce O’Neil and Jason Dorsey; 
incredibly helpful). I felt there were many times this week when I would have proudly brought a non-Christian
around with me; when we reflected a PCA that can actually speak in a culture where you have to earn your 
voice with grace, truth and love. 

Thank you Joel St. Clair who kept me from making too many administrative mistakes and handled a huge 
burden for the Nominating Committee. Thanks to David Richter who sat in on the entire OC meeting even 
though he wasn’t a member and helped me understand the issues we would be facing from the floor. Thanks 
to Bryan Chapell who did not wait the extra second to hear calls for ‘division’. Thanks to Mike Sloan whose 
Child Protection Overture gave me one concrete thing I could bring to my church as worth the price of the 
Assembly. Thanks to sweaty Mike Khandjian (blame Houston) who opened my eyes to the fact that with 300 
in attendance at Wednesday night’s dinner I am not nearly as hip as I might have thought – this assembly is 
full of brilliant and holy men who can hold a pint or five. Thank you all for reminding me by your example that
though I was not always at my best this week, Jesus was.

You will not hear from me for a few months, so enjoy that! Let’s make it three-in-a-row in Chattanooga.

Warmly,

JK 
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to TheNP@googlegroups.com

[The following communication is confidential and may not be shared without the permission of the sender]
 Partnership Website: http://thenationalpartnership.com (password: ‘rev223’)

Brothers, 

http://thenationalpartnership.com/


We’re back at it. We need to start thinking about nominations to permanent 
committees, the SJC, etc. What I mean by that is participation in the work of the PCA 
means that we can suggest men at the presbytery level that will be healthy additions 
to places of significant influence in our church. For those of you who are unaware of 
the process:

 Men are nominated to the permanent committees at the Presbytery level. 

 Those nominations are debated and confirmed at the Nominating Committee meeting in March

 Those nominees approved by the Nominating committee come to the floor of the General Assembly 
for a vote

 Floor nominations are allowed preceding the votes (floor nominees are those 
put forward by commissioners against those approved by the Nominating 
Committee)

The committees for which we nominate members:
Administrative Committee (oversees denomination-wide administrative functions 
including GA)
Committee on Constitutional Business (gives advice regarding the constitutionality of 
overtures from presbyteries to the Assembly; reviews the minutes of the SJC 
ensuring that it follows its manual of operation)
Covenant College (reviews actions of the board)
Christian Education and Publications 
Covenant Theological Seminary (reviews actions of the board)
Interchurch Relations (oversees the relationship of the PCA to other Presbyterian and
Reformed denominations)
Mission to North America (oversees the work of our denomination’s domestic church
planting agency)
Mission to the World (oversees the work of our denomination’s foreign missionary 
agency)
PCA Foundation (oversees our denomination’s agency tasked with encouraging 
charitable giving, endowments, etc.)
PCA Retirement and Benefits (oversees retirement investment services)
Ridge Haven (oversees actions of the board)
Reformed University Ministries (oversees our denomination’s campus ministry 
agency)
Standing Judicial Commission (functions as the final court of appeal in our 
denomination)
Theological Examining Committee (examines all first and second level administration 
officers in denominational committees)
 
1. Additions (157 elders in 55 presbyteries)



2. News
-There is an opening in a good church for an Associate/Executive pastor. If you are interested in talking about 
this confidentially please contact me: jkes...@npc-dublin.org and I’ll gladly talk with you about the position. 
You may not share this information with anyone outside the NP

-There is also an opening at MTW for a Chief Administrative Officer:
 "Mission to the World, the missions sending agency of the Presbyterian Church in America, is seeking a 
leader with a passion for mobilizing the Church to see Christ worshiped by every people, tribe and tongue. 
Specifically, we are looking for an experienced person who is gifted to serve the missionaries of our 
organization and help us to pursue our mission and values. Amid the complexities inherent to nonprofit 
organizations, international mobilization and management, we are looking for a leader who can streamline 
processes, achieve efficiency in administration, while remaining responsive to the missionary community.
 The Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) is a Senior Team position that reports to MTW’s Chief Operating 
Officer (COO). Through a cadre of experienced directors, the CAO oversees the Accounting, Treasury, Human 
Resources, Process Analysis and Training, and Information Technology departments of the home office. 
Specifically, this position is responsible for: oversight of cash and investment management; maintaining the 
financial and legal policies of the organization; and directing the process and technology resources to help 
carry out our strategic decisions.  Key in the profile of this position will be a desire to participate in MTW’s 
missional community, embrace and proclaim the gospel of grace, and apply the services of this division 
responsibly and creatively to fuel transformative church planting and renewal movements.” Please contact 
Brian Deringer (brian.d...@mtw.org) with any questions. You may not share this information with anyone 
outside the NP

TE Larry Hoop added a discussion to the website discussions page. He has participated in an ad-hoc 
committee discussion about how to improve denominational health. As part of that discussion there is a 
proposed biennial conference. They would like feedback from the National 
Partnership : http://thenationalpartnership.com/national-conference-to-minister-to-ministers/ 

3. Action items:
None yet with the exception of commenting on the idea of a proposed biennial pastor’s conference
 
4. Calendar:
Fall/Winter: Overtures from previous GA up for vote at the presbytery level. GA seminars are scheduled and 
openings filled.
March 21: Nominating Committee meets in Atlanta to staff denominational permanent and special 
committees. 
April: Overtures due requiring CCB opinion 
May: RPR (Review of Presbytery Records) meets in Atlanta.
June 8-12, 2015: The General Assembly meets in Chattanooga

National Partnership NOTE
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to TheNP@googlegroups.com

[The following communication is confidential and may not be shared without the permission of the sender]

 Partnership Website: http://thenationalpartnership.com (password: ‘rev223’)

Brothers,

Next up: let’s get committee vacancies filled! Check the “Action Items” below. 

1. Additions (160 elders in 58 presbyteries)

TE Irwyn Ince (Chesapeake)

TE Bryce Hales (Northern California)

2. News

Below is a note from David Richter, Church Planter for Christ The King in Somerville, MA (Boston). Please pray for 
the Richters as they plant! 

Dear Brothers, 

James was gracious enough to let me write a quick note to all of you regarding a particular need that my 
church plant will be facing in the New Year. My wife Kelly and I moved to Boston almost two years ago now 
with our family to plant a church in Somerville, MA (an inner ring city right in the heart of Metro-Boston), with
the Christ the King Church Planting Network. Since that time, the Lord has been very gracious to us. We have 
seen a number of conversions. We have seen sleepy Christians in our community awaken to the transforming 
power of the gospel of grace. Moreover, we have seen our core group grow to the extent that we were able to
launch weekly public services on September 7th. 

http://thenationalpartnership.com/


I can’t tell you how exciting and thankful we are for all of this! The need here is enormous. As many of you 
know, New England is currently the most un-churched region in the country, with only 2.5% of our population 
claiming to be evangelical Christian. Therefore, it is a great honor to be given the gift of serving the Lord in 
this area of the country. 

Yet, as you can imagine, ministry in Boston is not cheap. We were able to initially raise a lot of money to move
onto the field and sustain us for the first couple of years. But just recently we received word from MNA that 
unless things change with our support account, we will not have enough income after the first of the year to 
continue at our current rate of expenditure. Therefore, I come to you asking for your prayers, brothers. Please 
pray for the Lord's continued molding of our hearts, the strengthening of our faith, the increased effectiveness
of our ministry, and for His abundant provision for our needs.

Moreover, if you know of anyone, or of any church, that might be interested and/or willing to support our 
church plant, please let me know - davidr...@ctksomerville.org.

Here is the link to our website (www.ctksomerville.org) and our MNA support page 
(https://www.egsnetwork.com/gift2/?giftid=44257F0B6C6942A).

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or if you would like to hear more about what the
Lord has been doing here in Boston.  

Grace & Peace,

David Richter

3. Action items:

We’ve mentioned the value of participation in the Review of Presbytery Records committee and the 
Nominating Committee as two key ways you can do your part to preserve the health of our denomination. 
Participation in the NP means, at a minimum, that you will be involved in helping to fill committee spots from 
your presbytery. Huge thanks to Joel St. Clair for putting together the list of vaEither volunteer yourself for 
open slots on RPR and the Nominating Committee (The NC recommends members for the permanent 
committees and the SJC to the floor of the General Assembly) or find a friend in your presbytery to volunteer. 
Your Spring meeting is the likely point for nominations to these committees. 

Here are the NP presbyteries with openings for Review of Presbytery records:

Central Indiana - RE

Chicago Metro - TE

Eastern Canada - RE

Eastern Carolina - TE

Eastern Pennsylvania - RE

https://www.egsnetwork.com/gift2/?giftid=44257F0B6C6942A
http://www.ctksomerville.org/
https://groups.google.com/


Grace - RE

Houston Metro - RE

Metro New York – RE

Missouri – TE

Nashville – RE

Northern Illinois – RE

Pacific Northwest – RE

Philadelphia Metro West – TE

Platte Valley – TE

Providence – RE

Savannah River – TE

South Coast – TE

Southern New England – TE

Western Canada – TE

Western Carolina – RE

Westminster – RE

Here are the NP presbyteries with openings for Nominating Committee: (This is my last year on this 
committee. The votes on this committee were very close last year, and I believe that nearly every candidate 
we passed through committee were excellent representations of the health of the PCA. There were also many
vacancies on the NC. Please consider this critical denominational work)

Central Florida – TE

Chicago Metro – RE

Eastern Canada -  TE

Eastern Carolina – RE

Eastern Pennsylvania – TE

Grace – TE

Houston Metro – TE

Metro New York – TE

Missouri – RE

Northern Illinois – TE



Pacific Northwest – TE

Philadelphia Metro West – RE

Platte Valley – RE

Providence – TE

Savannah River – RE

South Coast – RE

South Florida – RE

South Texas – TE

Southern New England – RE

Sun coast - RE

Western Canada – RE

Western Carolina – TE

Westminster – TE

4. Calendar:

Fall/Winter: Overtures from previous GA up for vote at the presbytery level. GA seminars are scheduled and 
openings filled.

March 21: Nominating Committee meets in Atlanta to staff denominational permanent and special 
committees. 

April: Overtures due requiring CCB opinion 

May: RPR (Review of Presbytery Records) meets in Atlanta.

June 8-12, 2015: The General Assembly meets in Chattanooga


	Prayer request for Dan Adamson
	James Kessler

	Question about New Covenant Theology
	mbates

	National Partnership Note
	James Kessler

	New website password
	James Kessler

	Partnership NOTE
	James Kessler

	National Partnership NOTE
	James Kessler

	National Partnership NOTE
	James Kessler

	Partnership NOTE
	James Kessler

	National Partnership NOTE
	James Kessler

	Partnership NOTE
	James Kessler

	National Partnership NOTE
	James Kessler

	Partnership NOTE (and new website password)
	James Kessler

	Overture from Pittsburgh Presbytery
	jon
	James Kessler

	Partnership NOTE
	James Kessler

	GA floor noms - vacant RE slots
	joel

	General Assembly Note #1
	James Kessler

	If you have a question during the assembly
	James Kessler

	NP: Wednesday outlook
	James Kessler

	Schedule change
	James Kessler

	GA: Thursday outlook
	James Kessler
	James Kessler
	Jedidiah Slaboda

	GA: Overtures preview
	James Kessler

	GA: Overtures advice, cont'd
	James Kessler

	GA: in session
	James Kessler

	GA: overture actions
	James Kessler

	A quick post-GA note
	James Kessler

	Partnership NOTE (welcome back!)
	James Kessler

	National Partnership NOTE
	James Kessler


