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Gay Christianity was born out of desperation. People like me—people who have had in the
past or who currently have deep, abiding and/or long-lasting sexual desires for members of
our own gender—had found no place in the broad evangelical church. Instead, these
churches typically say homosexuality is a behavior to be modified through parachurch ex-
gay ministries. The church condemned such feelings as bad choices and condemned the
people (like me) who experienced these feelings as abominations, falsely calling
homosexual desires a willful choice.

I have never met a person who has chosen same-sex attraction. In the early 2000s, people
with abiding and lasting same-sex attraction gathered together under the umbrella term
gay Christian. They are supported by the Gay Christian Network, or Side A (which sanctions
same-sex marriage and believes that homosexuality is just one of many forms of diverse
sexuality that the church should welcome), and the Spiritual Friendship internet community,
or Side B (which believes that homosexuality is not a morally culpable issue, although it is a
consequence of the brokenness from the Fall; Side B teaches against homosexual sexual
practice, but only for the sake of Christian tradition). While Side B seeks to uphold biblical
sexual standards, because it sees sexual orientation as an accurate category of personhood
(i.e., there is such a thing as a gay person—that gayness describes who someone essentially
is), their theology in no way allows for an understanding of why homosexuality, even at the
level of desire, is sinful and needing the grace of repentance. To the Side B Christian,
homosexuality is a sexuality—one of many.

Over the years, we have seen many Side B Christians defect for Side A, declaring that God
sanctions gay unions. And I predict that we will see many more defectors, since the theology
behind Side B is biblically untenable. How can any of us fight a sin that we don’t hate?
Hating our own sin is a key component to doing battle with it. At the same time, we need to
separate ourselves from the sin we hate.  This can be a very challenging issue for a Christian
who experiences SSA, an issue that becomes exceedingly more challenging if one assumes
the social identity of “gay Christian.”

We must maintain that we who repent and believe stand in robes of righteousness as
beloved sons and daughters of God, even as we do daily battle with any an all sexual lust
and unbiblical desire that claims our affections.  We are not our sin, and we ought never to
let it define us.
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Side A and Side B both support the idea that sexual orientation is an accurate category of
personhood, and therefore they both are outside the bounds of biblical teaching.
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