
Hershey PCA: Instructions for in-person, outdoor worship: 
 

Our Hershey Oversight Committee has set these details and decisions for easing back into in-person 
worship safely. Please review the basic details below. 
 

- Outdoor Worship Service at 9:00 AM in the parking lot of our facility on Sand Hill Road. A Livestream 
on our Facebook page will also continue to be available. 

- WEATHER PERMITTING. Please dress in a way appropriate for the weather. On a sunny day, a hat and 
sunscreen might be required. We will evaluate the location of our service and adjust as needed.     
If inclement weather occurs, we will return to Livestream ONLY (there will be no group worship 
inside the facility at this time). We will post any changes to our schedule on our Hershey PCA 
Facebook page by 8:00 AM. Please check out that page before leaving for worship: 
www.facebook.com/Hersheypca. 

- Parking: Parking can be entered from either side of the building, see diagram at end of this document. 
- Bring your own lawn chair or blanket. A few chairs will be available for those who are unable to bring 

their own. Seating or standing will be with appropriate social distancing. Most of the seating will be 
on an area of blacktop. Keep the at-least-6-feet-apart rule for talking to others. For seating, we are 
planning an at-least-10-feet-apart rule for sitting so that we can be spread out far enough to 
participate in singing together safely (we prefer some singing over no singing, but this will require 
greater space apart until we get more information). Since we are going to keep adequate space 
between people, masking outdoors will be on an as-you-feel-comfortable basis (at this point 
masking is required inside the building by the building owners.) Please bring your own mask to 
wear. We will have some masks and hand sanitizer available if needed. 

- Sun & Heat: There has been some concern expressed about heat on the blacktop. One option to help 
minimize the heat is to bring a light-colored blanket to spread out under your chairs. There is little 
shade on the property, so we would recommend that you wear a hat, use sunscreen, and bring a 
water bottle. Having an umbrella or even setting up a canopy to shade yourself from the sun is 
another option. 

- Practice the guidelines for social distancing: the issue is not what you are comfortable with, but your 
choice to love others well (i.e. if you choose to break social distancing standards, you will likely 
increase the anxiety of another and possibly put another person at risk. To engage in such behavior 
is not an expression of love. See Philippians 2:3.) 

- This will be a worship service only; no childcare; no Junior Church; no other Sunday Classes. 
- Worship booklets will be available: if you prefer ‘no contact,’ please print out a copy at home and 

bring along, or use a downloaded copy on a tablet, pad or other device. 
- No communion for now. We will begin communion at a later time after further evaluation. 
- Children should stay with their own family and be under parental oversight as we learn how to safely 

transition back to in-person worship.  
 

Anyone who: 
i) is unable to follow the basic rules for in-person worship during this time of transition, 
ii) has tested positive, is sick, or has a fever above 99.5° F, or 
iii) is at increased risk of infection, 

we urge you to join with us from home or another location through livestream until we have time to 
evaluate the safety of people who are returning back to in-person worship. 
We are doing our best to provide everyone with the possibility of a safe worship experience 
(whether in-person or through livestream) but we want to remind you that you are participating at 
your own risk. Please make wise choices so everyone can benefit from weekly worship. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/Hersheypca


Note: we recognize our experience during this transitional time of returning to in-person worship will 
be different than our normal experience on a Sunday morning prior to the pandemic! We believe that 
we can start to meet safely in this way, and that it is more important to provide the opportunity to see 
each other in a limited way rather than to wait longer until we can fully participate as before. 
At the same time, we will continue to make evaluations and adjustments from week-to-week during this 
transitional time and choose what we believe to be the best option based on new information, 
restrictions given to us by our building owners, as well as how smoothly and safely we believe we were 
able to re-engage the previous week. 
We very much appreciate your patience and cooperation in advance. 
 

Thank you. 
Pastor Kertland for the Hershey Oversight Committee 
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