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Good Friday Service 

Today’s Cover Artwork: The Three Crosses, Rembrandt. 1653. Drypoint and 
burin on paper (III/IV), 17.9 in  x 15.2 in. Located at the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam. 
 

Welcome to this special service. We are very grateful to you for coming to share 
with us in this service of remembrance of the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. Thank you 
to our many readers and our pianist, Nick Yingst. Due to the solemnity of today’s 
service, please enter and leave the gym in silence. We would like to invite you to join 
us again on Easter Sunday at 10:00 AM to celebrate Jesus’s resurrection from the dead!  
 
Prelude 
 

   Meditation: for use during the prelude as you wait for the service to begin. 
1 Peter 1:17-19: ”And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according 

to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 
18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.” 

 

Isaiah 53:4-6: “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced 
for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—everyone—to his own 
way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 

 
Welcome and Approach to God

 

Greeting 
 

O people, lament your great sin, 
for the sake of which Christ 
left his Father’s bosom  
and came to earth. 
Of a pure, gentle virgin 
Jesus was born for us; 
he gave life to the dead and put 

aside all sickness 
until the time arrived 
that he should be sacrificed for us. 
He bore the heavy burden of our sins 
stretched out on the cross. 

 
 
The light has come into the world, 
and the world loved darkness 
rather than light. 
 
God sent the Son into the world,  
not to condemn the world, 
but that the world might be 
saved through him. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them unto the Lord.

 

  Light, Black Text = Read by Leader 
Bold, Blue Text = Read by Group 
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*Praise the Savior Now and Ever Congregation  
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Man’s Plan to Kill Jesus 

Matthew 26:1-5; 14-16 Michael Kitchens 
 
When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, 2 "You 

know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will 

be delivered up to be crucified." 3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the 

people gathered in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 
4 and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. 5 But 

they said, "Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people."  

 
 
14 Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 

priests 15 and said, "What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?" And 

they paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that moment he sought an 

opportunity to betray him.   
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     *Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended                    Congregation 
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Garden of Gathsemane 

Matthew 26:36-46 Cate Miller 
  
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said 

to his disciples, "Sit here, while I go over there and pray." 37 And taking 

with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful 

and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, "My soul is very sorrowful, even 

to death; remain here, and watch with me." 39 And going a little farther 

he fell on his face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it be possible, let 

this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will."             
40 And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said 

to Peter, "So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray 

that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but 

the flesh is weak." 42 Again, for the second time, he went away and 

prayed, "My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be 

done." 43 And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes 

were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the 

third time, saying the same words again. 45 Then he came to the 

disciples and said to them, "Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the 

hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 

sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand."   
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*Man of Sorrows, What a Name!                      Congregation  
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The Betrayel by Judas and Jesus before the Sanhedrin 

Matthew 26:47-67 Robert Cilley 
 
While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a 

great crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of 

the people. 48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will 

kiss is the man; seize him." 49 And he came up to Jesus at once and said, 

"Greetings, Rabbi!" And he kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, "Friend, do what 

you came to do." Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 
51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and 

drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 
52 Then Jesus said to him, "Put your sword back into its place. For all who 

take the sword will perish by the sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal 

to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 
54 But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?" 55 At 

that hour Jesus said to the crowds, "Have you come out as against a robber, 

with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple 

teaching, and you did not seize me. 56 But all this has taken place that the 

Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled." Then all the disciples left him 

and fled. 57 Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high 

priest, where the scribes and the elders had gathered. 58 And Peter was 

following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and 

going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. 59 Now the chief priests 

and the whole council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they 

might put him to death, 60 but they found none, though many false witnesses 

came forward. At last two came forward 61 and said, "This man said, 'I am 

able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.'" 62 And the 

high priest stood up and said, "Have you no answer to make? What is it that 

these men testify against you?" 63 But Jesus remained silent. And the high 

priest said to him, "I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, 

the Son of God." 64 Jesus said to him, "You have said so. But I tell you, from 

now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and 

coming on the clouds of heaven." 65 Then the high priest tore his robes and 

said, "He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You 

have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What is your judgment?" They answered, 

"He deserves death." 67 Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some 

slapped him. 
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Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted                                      Bonnie Kertland 

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, 
See Him dying on the tree! 
’Tis the Christ by man rejected; 
Yes, my soul, ’tis He, ’tis He! 
’Tis the long expected prophet, 
David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 
Proofs I see sufficient of it: 
’Tis a true and faithful Word. 
 
Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning, 
Was there ever grief like His? 
Friends through fear His cause 

disowning, 
Foes insulting his distress: 
Many hands were raised to wound Him, 
None would interpose to save; 
But the deepest stroke that pierced Him 
Was the stroke that Justice gave. 

Ye who think of sin but lightly, 
Nor suppose the evil great, 
Here may view its nature rightly, 
Here its guilt may estimate. 
Mark the Sacrifice appointed! 
See Who bears the awful load! 
’Tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed, 
Son of Man, and Son of God. 
 
Here we have a firm foundation, 
Here the refuge of the lost. 
Christ the Rock of our salvation, 
Christ the Name of which we boast. 
Lamb of God for sinners wounded! 
Sacrifice to cancel guilt! 
None shall ever be confounded 
Who on Him their hope have built.

 

 

Peter’s Denial of Jesus 

Matthew 26:69-75               Joan Neiland 
 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to 

him and said, "You also were with Jesus the Galilean." 70 But he denied it before 

them all, saying, "I do not know what you mean." 71 And when he went out to 

the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, 

"This man was with Jesus of Nazareth." 72 And again he denied it with an oath: 

"I do not know the man." 73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said 

to Peter, "Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent betrays you."             
74 Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, "I do not know the 

man." And immediately the rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the 

saying of Jesus, "Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times." And 

he went out and wept bitterly. 
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Prayer 
 

Jesus Before Pilate 

Mark 15:1-22 Jenny Kitchens 
 

And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with 

the elders and scribes and the whole council. And they bound Jesus and led 

him away and delivered him over to Pilate. 2 And Pilate asked him, "Are 

you the King of the Jews?" And he answered him, "You have said so." 3 And 

the chief priests accused him of many things. 4 And Pilate again asked him, 

"Have you no answer to make? See how many charges they bring against 

you." 5 But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed. 6 Now 

at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked. 
7 And among the rebels in prison, who had committed murder in the 

insurrection, there was a man called Barabbas. 8 And the crowd came up 

and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them. 9 And he answered 

them, saying, "Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?"     
10 For he perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests had delivered 

him up. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release for 

them Barabbas instead. 12 And Pilate again said to them, "Then what shall 

I do with the man you call the King of the Jews?" 13 And they cried out 

again, "Crucify him." 14 And Pilate said to them, "Why, what evil has he 

done?" But they shouted all the more, "Crucify him." 15 So Pilate, wishing 

to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and having scourged 

Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 16 And the soldiers led him away 

inside the palace (that is, the governor's headquarters), and they called 

together the whole battalion. 17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak, 

and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18 And they 

began to salute him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 19 And they were striking his 

head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to 

him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple 

cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they led him out to crucify him. 
21 And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in 

from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross.        
22 And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place 

of a Skull).  
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*O Sacred Head Now Wounded Congregation  
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The Crucifixtion 

Matthew 27:33-44 Francisco Victa 
 

And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of 

a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he 

tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And when they had crucified him, they 

divided his garments among them by casting lots. 36 Then they sat down 

and kept watch over him there. 37 And over his head they put the charge 

against him, which read, "This is Jesus, the King of the Jews."     38 Then 

two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the 

left. 39 And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40 

and saying, "You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three 

days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the 

cross." 41 So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked 

him, saying, 42 "He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King 

of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in 

him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For 

he said, 'I am the Son of God.'" 44 And the robbers who were crucified 

with him also reviled him in the same way. 

 
Galatians 6:11-18 
 

See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. 12 It 

is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who would force 

you to be circumcised, and only in order that they may not be persecuted 

for the cross of Christ. 13 For even those who are circumcised do not 

themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that 

they may boast in your flesh. 14 But far be it from me to boast except in 

the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified 

to me, and I to the world. 15 For neither circumcision counts for 

anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 16 And as for all who 

walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel 

of God. 17 From now on let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my 

body the marks of Jesus. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 

your spirit, brothers. Amen. 
 

Meditation: “Boasting in the Cross”            Francisco Victa 
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The Death and Burial of Jesus 

Matthew 27:45-54                        David Kertland  

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth 

hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, 

“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?” 47 And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is 

calling Elijah.” 48 And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it 

with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the 

others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50 And 

Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 51 And 

behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And 

the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened. 

And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53 and 

coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city 

and appeared to many. 54 When the centurion and those who were with him, 

keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they 

were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 
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*When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                 Congregation 
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The Promise 

Matthew 20:17-19                        David Kertland  

And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside, 

and on the way he said to them, 18 “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. And 

the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and 

they will condemn him to death 19 and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be 

mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the third day.” 

 

 

 

*Benediction 

2 Corinthians 13:14 
 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 

Amen. 
 
 

Please leave the gym today in silent meditation. 
 

We look forward to celebrating the resurrection with you on Sunday at 10:00 AM. 
 
 

Today’s Service Information 
1) Thank you to all our participants in today’s service!  
2) Artwork: Cover: The Three Crosses by Rembrandt is in the public domain. The jpeg image was 

downloaded at commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rembrandt_The_Three_Crosses_1653.jpg.  
3) Music:: “Praise the Savior Now and Ever” (243), “Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended” (248), 

“Man of Sorrows! What a Name!” (246), “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” (257), “O Sacred Head 
Now Wounded” (247), and “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (252) are reprinted from the Trinity 
Hymnal (Atlanta, GA: Great Commission Publications, 2000). Music used by permission: CCLI License 
#703337.  

4) Quotes: Page 2: the “Approach to God” is from “The Wrath of the Lamb: A Tenebrae service,” 
December 1998 by Cynthia de Jong and Cornelius Plantinga located online at 
www.reformedworship.org/article/december-1998/wrath-lamb-tenebrae-service. Accessed on 
03/23/2016. 

5) Biblical quotes are from the English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted.  
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Hershey Presbyterian Church (PCA) desires to be a welcoming, grace-filled, 
all-nations community of Jesus Christ in the Presbyterian tradition. We seek 
to love God and our neighbor as we make disciples of Jesus Christ who are 
learning to worship God, proclaim Christ, and love others. 
 

 

 
The King and Head of the Church: Jesus Christ 

Ministers of the gospel:  All our members 
 

Hershey PCA Oversight Committee of Our Session*: 
Pastor / Teaching Elder: David O. Kertland, M.Div., D. Min. 

dkertland@hersheypca.com 
 

Ruling Elders: Chris Haynes, Dr. Greg Moore, Nick Yingst 
 

Pastoral Intern: Francisco “Cisco” Victa 
 
 

 

Meeting Address: 1525 Sand Hill Road, 17036 
(the Lancaster Mennonite School, Hershey Campus facility) 

 

Mailing Address: PO Box 593, Hershey, PA 17033 
 

Church Office (shared with Trinity PCA): Open from 9 AM–3 PM 
at 6098 Locust Lane, Harrisburg, PA 17109 

(717) 545-4271 
 

Like us on Facebook at Hershey Presbyterian Church – PCA! 
 

hersheypca.com 


