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Lessons & Carols

Tonight’s service will be an adaptation of an 1880 Christmas Eve service
by E. W. Benson in Truro, UK. His son, A. C. Benson recalled: “My father
arranged from ancient sources a little service for Christmas Eve—nine carols
and nine tiny lessons.” Almost immediately other churches adapted the service
for their own use. Each year the King's College Chapel of King’s College,
Cambridge broadcasts a traditional Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols service.
During our service tonight, we will have seven lessons and carols in order to
allow time for a brief homily on a biblical text.

Tonight’s Cover Artwork: Adoration of the Shepherds, Rembrandt van Rijn; 1646; oil
on canvas; 97 x 72 cm (38.19 x 28.35 in); Alte Pinakothek, Munich, Germany.

Prelude
Away in a Manger Murray/Kirkpatrick
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Traditional Polish melody
O Little Town of Bethlehem Redner
Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming German melody
On Christmas Night, All Christians Sing Vaughan Williams

Welcome to this special service. We are very grateful to you for coming to
share with us in this great occasion which is an act of worship for us here and
for the millions who will gather tonight around the world. Please turn your cell
phones so that they will not ring during the service. As you consider the
Christmas message, we wish you a very Merry Christmas! We would like to
invite you back on Sunday for our regular worship on Sunday at 10:00 AM.

Call to Worship: Beloved in Christ, this Christmas Eve let us prepare
ourselves to hear again the message of the angels; in heart and mind to go
even to Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, and the Babe
lying in a manger. Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving
purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience to the glorious
Redemption brought us by this Holy Child; and let us make this place glad
with our carols of praise: “This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice
and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24)

Once in Royal David’s City Hershey PCA Children
Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.
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Latin hymn
Allr. o John Francis Wade, 1751
Tr. by Frederick Oakeley, 1841; alt.

Q

ADESTE FIDELES 6.6.10.5.6.ref.
John Francis Wade's Cantus Diversi, 1751



Lesson 1

Genesis 3:8-19 Michael & Cate Miller

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence
of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. ° But the LORD God called
to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 1° And he said, “I heard the
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I
hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten
of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 1> The man said, “The
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I
ate.” I3 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 1* The
LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you
above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall
go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 13 I will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 16 To the woman
he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall
bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule
over you.” 7 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice
of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You
shall not eat of it,” cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall
eat of it all the days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for
you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. ° By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

Lighting of the Four Advent Candles



Of the Father’s Love Begotten Verses 1-3: Women'’s Ensemble; Verses 4-5: Congregation
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Lesson 2

Genesis 22:13-18 Greg Moore

And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a
ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram
and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 1* So Abraham called
the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day,
“On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 1> And the angel of the
LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven ' and said, “By myself
I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not
withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely
multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, '8 and in
your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have
obeyed my voice.”

The Adoration of the Shepherds,
with the lamp

Rembrandt Harmensz. Van Rijn,

c. 1654, engraving

18.6 x 27.8 cm (7 5/16 x 19 15/16 in)
Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam




one and all, great and small;
come with songs of gladness.

Love him who with love is
hail the star, near and far
light and joy bestowing.

glowing;
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Lesson 3

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Michael Kertland

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt
in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. and every garment
rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire....

¢ For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and
over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD
of hosts will do this.
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Based on Psalm 98
Isaac Watts, 1719

ANTIOCH C.M.rep.
George Frederick Handel, 1742
Arr. by Lowell Mascn, 1836



Evening Prayer

We pray tonight for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over
all the earth; for unity and brotherhood within the Church he came to
build, and especially.

In particular, we pray tonight for our Nation, our Commonwealth, and all
those in Derry Township, along with the ongoing work of the Presbyterian
Church in America (PCA), her churches, missionaries, and partners in
ministry throughout the world.

At this time, we also remember in his name the poor and the helpless, the
cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in body and in mind and
them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little
children; those retired ministers and their widows who have served the
gospel throughout life; all who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him
not, or who by sin have grieved his Holy Spirit.

Lastly we give thanks to God for all those who rejoice with us, but upon
another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no man can
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in
this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.

These prayers and praises we humbly offer up to the One who sits on heaven'’s
throne, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Lesson 4

Luke 1:26-28

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, ?’ to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. %8 And he came to
her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”

Glenda Trumpower

10
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ST. LOUIS C.M.D.irreg.
Lewis H. Redner, 1868



Lesson 5

Luke 2:1-7 Diane Kanode

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. ? This was the first registration when Quirinius was
governor of Syria. * And all went to be registered, each to his own town.
* And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and lineage of David, * to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child.  And while they were there, the time
came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.

Lighting of the Center Candle

The Nativity

Albrecht Diirer, 1504, engraving

Overall: 18.6 x 27.8 cm (7 5/16 x 19 15/16 in)
Rosewald Collection

National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC
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*Away in a Manger Congregation
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Lesson 6

Luke 2:8-20 Pastor David Kertland

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. ° And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great
fear. '° And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. 1! For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. '? And this will be
a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying
in a manger.” * And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying, '* “Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 1> When the angels
went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.” ¢ And they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 7 And when they saw it, they
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 8
And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. *° But Mary
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. ° And the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.

Evening Meditation: “The Promised One has Come!”

14
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Hark! the her - ald an - gels sing, “Glo -1y to the new- born King.”

Peird by




Lesson 7

Luke 2:21-32

And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus,
the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. ?? And
when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord % (as it is
written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall
be called holy to the Lord”) * and to offer a sacrifice according to what is
said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this
man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and
the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. %
And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, %% he took
him up in his arms and blessed God and said, % “Lord, now you are letting
your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 3° for my eyes have
seen your salvation 3! that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
%2 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”

Candle Lighting

As we see the light of the candles spread throughout the dark gym,
we are reminded of Jesus, the Light of the world. He has called his
followers to illuminate the world as we take his gospel to all
nations.

Safety concern: To prevent dripping and damage to furniture and flooring,
we ask that lit candles always be kept vertical. Let the person next to you
put their unlit candle into your flame. Parents must assist and/or closely
supervise any child with a candle. Please extinguish the flame
immediately following tonight’s benediction. Thank you.

Michael Kitchens
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*Silent Night! Holy Night! Congregation
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vir - gin moth -erand child. Ho - 1y in - fant, so ten - der and mild,
stream from heav-en a - far, heav’'n-ly hosts sing al - le - lu- ia;
beams from thy ho-1ly face, with the dawn of re - deem - ing grace,
an - gels let us sing al - le - lu - ia to our King;
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sleep in heav- en - ly peace Sleep in heav - en - ly peace.
Christ, the Sav - ior, is born! Christ, the Sav - jor, is born!
Je - sus, Lord, at thy birth, Je - sus, Lord, at thy birth.
Christ, the Sav - ior, is born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
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Joseph Mohr, 1818 STILLE NACHT lIrreg.
Tr. ca. 1850 Franz Gruber, 1818
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*Benediction

2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.”

Amen.

Postlude

While by the Sheep We Watched at Night Jungst

The Adoration of the Shepherds
From the Studio of Rembrandt van Rijn, Anonymous artist, pen and brown ink with gray-brown wash
Overall: 18.6 x 27.8 cm (7 5/16 x 19 15/16 in)
Widener Collection; National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC; 1942.9.660; Open Access.

*Congregation standing
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Hershey Presbyterian Church (PCA) desires to be a welcoming, grace-filled,
all-nations community of Jesus Christ in the Presbyterian tradition. We seek
to love God and our neighbor as we make disciples of Jesus Christ who are
learning to worship God, proclaim Christ, and love others.

The King and Head of the Church: Jesus Christ
Ministers of the gospel: All our members

Hershey PCA Oversight Committee of Our Session*:
Pastor / Teaching Elder: David O. Kertland, M.Div., D. Min.
dkertland@hersheypca.com

Ruling Elders: Chris Haynes, Dr. Greg Moore, Nick Yingst

Hershey Presbyterian Church (PCA) has been established as a second worship site of Trinity
Presbyterian Church (www.trinityhbg.com), a member of the Susquehanna Valley Presbytery
of the Presbyterian Church in America (www.pcanet.org). We will continue to operate under
the oversight of, and with the support of, Trinity Presbyterian Church (PCA) until the time when
both worship sites (Hershey & Harrisburg) become fully self-supporting. We are “one church in two
locations becoming two churches in two locations.”

1)
2)

3)

4)

Tonight'’s Service Information

Thank you to all our participants in tonight’s service!

Artwork: Cover: “The Adoration of the Shepherds” (Rembrandt van Rijn, 1646, www.the-
athenaeum.org/art/full.php?ID=31907#); Page 6: “The Adoration of the Shepherds, with lamp”
(Rembrandt Harmensz. Van Rijn, c. 1654, www.artbible.info/art/large/981.html); Page 12: “The
Nativity” (Albrecht Direr, 1504, 1943.3.3557, Open Access. www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/
Collection/art-object-page.6675.html); Page 18: “The Adoration of the Shepherds” (the studio of
Rembrandt van Rijn, 1606-1669, 1942.9.660, Open Access. www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/
Collection/art-object-page.1838.html) Artwork is in the public domain.

Music: Pianist: Nick Yingst; Coordinators of Musicians & Music: Emily Church & Bonnie Kertland;
Carols : “Once in Royal David’s City” (225), “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (208), “Of the Father’s Love
Begotten” (162), “All My Heart This Night Rejoices” (217), “Joy to the World! The Lord is Come” (195)
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” (201), “Away in a Manger” (205), “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (203),
and “Silent Night! Holy Night!” (210) are reprinted from the Trinity Hymnal (Atlanta, GA: Great
Commission Publications, 2000). Music used by permission: CCLI License #703337.

Quotes: Biblical quotes are from the English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. The
comments on page 2 comments and Evening Prayer on Page 10 have been modified and revised from
the 2015 King’s College Chapel booklet for the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols which can be
viewed at www.kings.cam.ac.uk/events/chapel-services/nine-lessons.html.
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HersheyPresbyterian

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH in AMERICA (PCA)

Meeting Address: 1525 Sand Hill Road, 17036
(the Lancaster Mennonite School, Hershey Campus facility)

Mailing Address: PO Box 593, Hershey, PA 17033

Church Office (shared with Trinity PCA): Open from 9 AM-3 PM
at 6098 Locust Lane, Harrisburg, PA 17109
(717) 545-4271

Like us on Facebook at Hershey Presbyterian Church - PCA!
hersheypca.com



