
Dear Grace members and friends: 
 
You’ve probably all seen the news lately that, as the colder weather sends people indoors, the 
coronavirus has spread even more rapidly through the population. This continues to pose a 
challenge as we try to maintain the activities of the church while minimizing the danger of 
infection. 
 
With winter soon upon us, the Pandemic Safety Task Force wants to bring you up to date on a 
few decisions on ministries and procedures that the Session has approved: 

• There will be no official coffee fellowship in the parking lot or in the Fellowship Hall after 
the morning services. In response to rising cases in Virginia, the governor issued an 
amended executive order this month that prohibits “all public and private in-person 
gatherings of more than 25 individuals.” Religious services are exempted, but social 
gatherings such as coffee fellowship are not. (See pp. 11-12 of the amended Executive 
Order.) Those attending the in-person service are welcome to visit in the parking lot 
after the service, but they should comply with the distancing rules 
and avoid congregating in groups larger than 25. 

• The nursery ministry will not reopen, but will remain closed until further notice. The 
room can continue to be used by individual families as long as proper physical distancing 
is maintained. 

• Fellowship groups may find it advisable to meet virtually through Zoom or other social 
platforms. If group members choose to meet in-person at a member’s home, they 
should follow the “Guidelines for Social Gatherings” (pp. 5-7) in the Virginia Phase 3 re-
opening guidelines. 

• The coat room will remain closed until further notice because of safety concerns about 
such an enclosed space. Those attending service should take their coats with them to 
their seats during the service.   

• Youth group qualifies as religious service more than a social event.  It will therefore 
continue to meet at the church on Sunday afternoons, following safety guidelines for 
religious services. 

Thank you all for your patience during this strange and trying time. We know the Lord is 
sovereign over nature and the affairs of men, and that this pandemic will end according to His 
perfect will. Meanwhile, please pray for the leaders of Grace Church as they seek to make 
decisions that honor the Lord. 
 
Please contact any task force member if you have any questions or suggestions. 
 
In the Lord’s service, 
 
The Pandemic Safety Task Force 
 
[Dan Griswold, Eric Mcfarland, and Mitch Nozka] 
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