Coronavirus Updates

Thursday April 2, 2020
Dear Friends,

Governor Northam recently extended the coronavirus shutdown in Virginia to June 10. Out of respect for
our government authorities, and to safeguard public health, we will continue streaming our services, and
will not hold large group gatherings, until this order has expired. Please continue to participate in online
worship, take advantage of small group opportunities via Zoom, and generally exercise your creativity to
stay connected to each other during this season of diminished contact.

Let's remain confident that our love in Christ will prove stronger than the challenges of separation. Paul
expressed this to the far-distant Thessalonian church when he said,

"But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of your faith and love
and reported that you always remember us kindly and long to see us, as we long to see you - for this
reason, brothers, in all our distress and affliction we have been comforted about you through your faith.
For now we live, if you are standing fast in the Lord." (7 Thess. 3:6-8)

Yours in Christ,
The Elders

Thursday, March 19, 2020
Dear church family,

We trust the Lord is sustaining you through the many challenges of the coronavirus response. This note
comes to update you on how Grace Church is adapting to the ongoing shutdown. We want you to know our
plans and assumptions so that you can also plan accordingly.

Church services and activities. We will generally follow the guidance of state and federal officials
regarding the shutdown, while monitoring the situation in order to resume normal activities as soon as
possible consistent with safeguarding public health.

We are adopting the working assumption that only streaming worship services (no on-site
services) will be held through the end of April. This includes Good Friday and Easter (April 10,12).
We will reassess toward the end of April. This arrangement may need to continue into May.
Morning services will stream at 11 am and evening services at 6 pm. The Good Friday service will
stream at 7:30 pm.

All other activities, except small group meetings, are cancelled through the end of May.

We encourage small groups (e.g. fellowship groups, leadership teams) to meet via Zoom if
practical. Kathy Hoisington will assist in setting up Zoom meetings. Small groups may meet in



https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-55-Temporary-Stay-at-Home-Order-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-55-Temporary-Stay-at-Home-Order-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf

person at the discretion of the group leader if they number ten or fewer and follow CDC health
recommendations.

Worship resources for streaming services. While the shutdown lasts, we will email Sunday worship
resources to the congregation on the Thursday prior. You will receive a double-sided page for each service
with the order of service on the front and at-home worship resources on the back. Since the streaming
service is truncated compared to our normal service, we encourage you to use the at-home resources to
guide additional singing, prayer, and discussion.

New community praver groups. We are setting up new prayer groups to meet weekly via Zoom while the
shutdown lasts. An elder will lead the group in a /2 hour format that includes reading Scripture, sharing
prayer requests, and praying for one another. Contact Kathy Hoisington if you would like to be part of such
a group.

Church administrative assistant. Our longtime administrative assistant Elizabeth Griswold is retiring as of
today (March 19)! We have benefitted so much from her wise and diligent work. Since we have not yet
hired a replacement, Kathy Hoisington will fill in for Elizabeth in the short term. You may continue to use
Elizabeth’s email for items related to church administration; the messages will be forwarded to Kathy.

Giving. Worshipping via streaming services does not allow us to take an offering. And yet, tithes and
offerings remain an important aspect of our worship as well as a practical necessity. You may continue to
give while the shutdown continues by mailing checks to the church office or donating online.

Getting care. If you need spiritual care during this time, please contact your family elder or one of the
pastors. For financial or physical needs, please contact our deacon president David Clenance.

May the Lord bless each of us with stamina as well as growth during these times of widespread change and
adjustment. Christ’s grace is sufficient; his power is made perfect in weakness.

Yours in him,

The elders

Friday, March 13, 2020
Dear Friends,

The onset of the coronavirus has made it necessary for Grace Church and many other organizations to
decide on a response. Based on guidance from the administration of President Trump and also at the
urging of Governor Northam, we will scale back our large group gatherings in the near future. This includes
not holding regular, on-site Sunday activities at least on March 15, and not holding any other kind of large
group gathering at all from now into the beginning of April. We do plan to stream a service consisting of a
sermon and prayer on Sunday morning and evening, however. (See details in the next paragraph.) We take
these steps out of respect for the leadership of our government officials and in order to safeguard the



https://www.npr.org/2020/03/16/816268413/white-house-to-give-update-on-coronavirus-plans-and-tests
https://www.npr.org/2020/03/16/816268413/white-house-to-give-update-on-coronavirus-plans-and-tests
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/prevention.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fabout%2Fprevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/prevention.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fabout%2Fprevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/prevention.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fabout%2Fprevention.html
https://gracevienna.breezechms.com/give/online
https://gracevienna.breezechms.com/give/online
http://links.breezechms.com/ls/click?upn=tQDFDhR0nEOlNZKVZKv2dMAuCcFXumR6E-2FMuGxzCtsCkqAaWiSOxZh22RxMuaZBhdZeTas5w7n9WctB47OStCEBIcwJOvzVM-2F3CimgRiXonf8PVtNA2Se3BnqwYkXoVBz-2Fam5hdXYwxRBZZCBzB2Ag-3D-3DqUEF_AELWtZjInQuuwQQi428pxPFbgKrDq-2B0aDEXM2qOumnUSALsQOv-2ByGHIne7yNFypsjY-2FwQeuUns94jQQnrpaImVlV9S4hySWBiHfAOp6QLoZtmC7j-2FVTgYtpwB3voVcHdsBjPKlFWttff2jW6Sb9w1XHrFd-2BMgO-2FEIliIyYKZsq0ZsQ6VFqDOfg2052-2B1PgmkcRQhwSCYjSi1-2Fp6HIE6kIiTeBDQll6yyTDPL96Y220pB0McGxEpczXYWanr6Y1YGXV77YwwuaPEZl2dQOrI-2F1dQiEWfD2SlJB6KpzJ4KYcA-3D
http://links.breezechms.com/ls/click?upn=tQDFDhR0nEOlNZKVZKv2dMAuCcFXumR6E-2FMuGxzCtsCkqAaWiSOxZh22RxMuaZBhdZeTas5w7n9WctB47OStCEBIcwJOvzVM-2F3CimgRiXonf8PVtNA2Se3BnqwYkXoVBz-2Fam5hdXYwxRBZZCBzB2Ag-3D-3DqUEF_AELWtZjInQuuwQQi428pxPFbgKrDq-2B0aDEXM2qOumnUSALsQOv-2ByGHIne7yNFypsjY-2FwQeuUns94jQQnrpaImVlV9S4hySWBiHfAOp6QLoZtmC7j-2FVTgYtpwB3voVcHdsBjPKlFWttff2jW6Sb9w1XHrFd-2BMgO-2FEIliIyYKZsq0ZsQ6VFqDOfg2052-2B1PgmkcRQhwSCYjSi1-2Fp6HIE6kIiTeBDQll6yyTDPL96Y220pB0McGxEpczXYWanr6Y1YGXV77YwwuaPEZl2dQOrI-2F1dQiEWfD2SlJB6KpzJ4KYcA-3D
http://links.breezechms.com/ls/click?upn=tQDFDhR0nEOlNZKVZKv2dLcslQ0OLWrW7yI1UNO0tsHK26Wyb6IVHqVgpuMSFDD15B4lBAKBB3zbZrAzc5uF8igK-2BPXUDa7Mm-2FWAV1g54QeV7ilw0nbNIRB-2FFpKJb1MrCDRQELGnyBgnxNDulhVi0A-3D-3DtMRk_AELWtZjInQuuwQQi428pxPFbgKrDq-2B0aDEXM2qOumnUSALsQOv-2ByGHIne7yNFypsjY-2FwQeuUns94jQQnrpaImVlV9S4hySWBiHfAOp6QLoZtmC7j-2FVTgYtpwB3voVcHddHuBkVeN4YsNIhesUAH2XA9vkgDE4p2Md3GcODLNGhqm330RfJ9iAhS-2FiK0eSeBc-2F6l-2BbQOcl7UUxi1D2ote63nSdVED0up8g0E96G-2FITObQR4ilbO8M8p1cZGaRhJq9J8wB-2BR-2FE5-2FQ4Gg6Iki9oyPBz54rK7JWWztR3I6asrm0-3D
http://links.breezechms.com/ls/click?upn=tQDFDhR0nEOlNZKVZKv2dLcslQ0OLWrW7yI1UNO0tsHK26Wyb6IVHqVgpuMSFDD15B4lBAKBB3zbZrAzc5uF8igK-2BPXUDa7Mm-2FWAV1g54QeV7ilw0nbNIRB-2FFpKJb1MrCDRQELGnyBgnxNDulhVi0A-3D-3DtMRk_AELWtZjInQuuwQQi428pxPFbgKrDq-2B0aDEXM2qOumnUSALsQOv-2ByGHIne7yNFypsjY-2FwQeuUns94jQQnrpaImVlV9S4hySWBiHfAOp6QLoZtmC7j-2FVTgYtpwB3voVcHddHuBkVeN4YsNIhesUAH2XA9vkgDE4p2Md3GcODLNGhqm330RfJ9iAhS-2FiK0eSeBc-2F6l-2BbQOcl7UUxi1D2ote63nSdVED0up8g0E96G-2FITObQR4ilbO8M8p1cZGaRhJq9J8wB-2BR-2FE5-2FQ4Gg6Iki9oyPBz54rK7JWWztR3I6asrm0-3D

health of our members and visitors. More generally, we want to make sure that we do our part to prevent
the coronavirus from spreading to the point that it overwhelms health care facilities and puts many lives at
risk.

We will stream scaled-back morning and evening services this coming Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Go to
the website and click on the box at the top that says Service Streaming. We encourage you, in addition to
streaming the service, to sing together and also to pray for your family’s needs and the needs of our
community, country, and world during this time of sickness and disruption. The bulletins that would have
been used for this Sunday’s services are attached to this email; you can refer to the hymns in the bulletins
for ideas about what to sing.

We will make a decision about whether to resume normal Sunday services on March 22 (and succeeding
Sundays) by the Thursday prior and email the decision to the congregation as well as posting it on the
church website.

Upcoming ministries and activities that are cancelled include the following:

Game night (tonight, Friday, March 13)

Men’s breakfast (Saturday, March 14)

Sunday School and Membership Class (Sunday, March 15)
Hymn sing (Sunday, March 15)

Session retreat (Friday-Saturday, March 19-20)

[liff Nursing Home ministry (Sunday, March 22)

Youth lunch (Sunday, March 22)

Baby shower for Rob and Amanda Sallade (Friday, March 27)
Fellowship lunch (Sunday, March 29)

PRISM ministry visit (Sunday, March 29)

Women’s retreat (Friday-Saturday, April 3-4)

Selected small groups or ministry teams may meet. or not, at the discretion of the group leaders. Group
leaders should make sure that any meeting follows the CDC guidelines for hygiene. Serving food and drink
is not recommended. Alternatively, groups may choose to meet by the videoconference service Zoom; email
Kathy Hoisington (khoisington@gracevienna.org) for help setting up a Zoom link. Groups that may meet, or
not, at the discretion of group leaders, include the following:

Bible studies
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Fellowship groups

Young adult fellowship

Trustees

Deacons

Elders

Other ministry teams or committees

Finally, please keep your eyes open for spiritual opportunities during this unusual season. We will need to
respond to not only the health hazards of the coronavirus but also to its wide-ranging social and economic
consequences that will bring hardship into the lives of many. Be alert to ways you can give spiritual,
logistical, or financial support to others. Also, in the face of the temptation to grow fearful, remember
Psalm 56:3: “When | am afraid, | will trust in you.” God is good and Christ remains on his throne! Let this
confidence reign in your hearts and let it be visible to others as well.

In Christ,

The elders of Grace



