
Mark 1:1-15 

Significant “before and after” events - In our lives / in our culture / in history  
The life and ministry of Jesus is the most significant “before and after” event  

Theme: The gospel of Jesus Christ is the good news that salvation has arrived   
   
I. In Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God has arrived   

A. The arrival of Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promises  

   1. The Old Testament prophets saw it coming  

      a. Vs 2: As it written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face…” 

      b. The fulfillment of God’s promises starts with this: One crying in the wilderness  

   2. In accord with God’s plan: John appears baptizing in the wilderness & proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
         
B. The arrival of Jesus marks a new day  

   1. This is John’s testimony  

      a. John is a call back to Moses  

         1. Moses led people of God out of Egypt into the wilderness to Mt. Sinai to meet God  

         2. Now John in the wilderness is preparing people – (vs 5: all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem  
             were going out to him) - to meet the of Son of God               
   
      b. John is a call back to Elijah  

         1. He dresses like Elijah  

         2. He sounds like Elijah  

            a. The message of Elijah to a people who had turned from God: Repent  

            b. The message of John to the people: Repent  

               1. The way to get ready for a coming Savior is to recognize that you need a Savior 

               2. John called people to demonstrate repentance by undergoing baptism  

   2. This is to be our testimony  

II. In Jesus, the Son of God, salvation has arrived    
   
A. As a result of the work of Jesus: God tears the heavens & opens the way for us as sinners to come to Him  

   1. At the outset of Jesus’ ministry: God tears the heavens open & He comes to us – in Christ  

      a. Jesus takes His first step to the cross  

         1. Vs 9: In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan  

            a. Jesus is not baptized because He is a sinner 



            b. Jesus is baptized because He identifies with sinners  
                          
         2. Vs 10: And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open  

            a. The Father pours out the Spirit upon Jesus   
                       
            b. God publicly affirms Jesus: You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased  

      b. Going to the cross means being confronted by Satan  

         1. Jesus is tempted by Satan  

         2. Jesus triumphs over Satan             

      c. The cross of Christ will result in the establishment of the Kingdom of God   

         1. In Christ: God has broken into the world to start something new  

         2. The response that calls for is to repent and believe  

   2. At the end of Jesus’ ministry: God tears the temple curtain and opens the way for us to come to God  

      a. At the beginning of the gospel  
          - Mark presents an act in which Jesus identifies with sinners: His baptism    
          - Then the heavens are torn open   
          - God proclaims: This is My beloved Son   

      b. At the end of the gospel  
          - Mark presents the great act of Jesus identifying with sinners: Dying on the cross   
          - Then the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom  
          - It is proclaimed: This is the Son of God   
    
B. If you think of life / speak of life as being after came to Christ: Your lives are to be marked by Jesus Christ    
     - In Jesus Christ - God is with us    
     - In Jesus Christ: God has defeated Satan / silenced Satan  
     - In Jesus Christ: God has brought into His kingdom  
       
Conclusion: The gospel of Jesus Christ is the good news that salvation has arrived  


