
Isaiah 65:1-16 

Asking hard questions - Hard questions are helpful questions  
God asks hard questions  
- Where’s your heart toward God?  
- What direction are you headed?  
- Are you drawing near to or drifting away from Jesus Christ?  
  
Theme: God asks hard questions, God asks helpful questions   

I. God asks hard questions   

A. Have you looked at your heart?   
     - Are you serious about dealing with your sin or are you satisfied with it?  
       - Are you looking to submit to God’s word or subvert God’s word?  

   1. Chs 63-64: Judah’s question to God is “Where are You?”  

   2. God’s answer - and question - to Judah: “I’m right here…where are you?”  

      a. God says: “I’m right here”  
          - Vs 1: I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me; I was ready to be found by   
             those who did not seek me.  I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that was not called by  
             my name            
          - Vs 2: I spread out my hands all the day to a rebellious people,  

      b. God says: “Where are you?”   
                  
         1. Vss 3b-5: Judah is walking in a way that is not good, following their own devices and  
              provoking God to His face continually  
             
         2. Vs 5b: They were smoke in God’s nostrils and God promises to repay   
    
   3. God’s question to us here: Where’s your heart?   
      
      a. As the New Testament people of God: We live in “the in-between” 
       
         1. We have promise of being transformed into a glorious, holy city…but we are not yet that city   
                                   
         2. The promised Messiah – Jesus Christ has come…but He hasn’t yet come again in glory   
                 
      b. “The in-between” can be hard  

         1. We live in a world in we wrestle with sin / in which there will be difficult circumstances 

         2. We live in a world that is a place of temptation  

            a. Place where we can be tempted to drift away / to rebel   



            b. Place where God asks questions  
  
               1. Where’s your heart?               

               2. Are you drawing near to Christ or drifting away from Christ?   

B. Have you looked at where you’re headed?  

   1. God warns Judah of judgment for their sin  

      a. God has not abrogated His promises: His love for His people is steadfast  
          - Vs 9: I will bring forth offspring from Jacob, and from Judah possessors of my mountains; my  
             chosen shall possess it, and my servants shall dwell there  
              
      b. But not all Israel is Israel  

   2. God’s warns us     
             
C. Have you embraced Jesus Christ thru repentance & faith?   

   1. So many people assume they are right with God 

   2. Only right with God thru faith in Jesus Christ        

II. Hard questions are helpful questions  

A. Hard questions confront us with our sin  

   1. We constantly wrestle with doing things God’s way or our way  

   2. Hard questions cause us to ask: Which way are we doing things?    

B. Hard questions turn us to Christ / back to Christ  

   1. Romans 10: Apostle Paul takes opening vss of Isaiah 65 & puts them in context of gospel  

   2. Hard questions cause us to ask: What really means more that Christ?  

Conclusion: 
God’s love for His people is steadfast  
- God asks hard questions. God asks helpful questions   
   - To confront us with our sin  
   - To turn us to Christ / back to Christ in whom our salvation & sanctification are found  


