
Isaiah 56:1-8 

What do I do now?  
- Keep the Sabbath 
- Prioritize your relationship with God & Christ  

Theme: Our salvation calls us to prioritize our relationship with God in Christ  

I. Blessed is the one who keeps the Sabbath  
  
A. We think of the Sabbath in terms of a rule / command  

   1. One of the 10 commandments  

      a. The word Sabbath comes from Hebrew word meaning rest / cease                           
         
      b. Command very clearly states that God’s people were to keep this Sabbath day / day of rest   

         1. Six day you shall labor and do all your work  

         2. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God  

   2. This is a day set apart for the LORD  
             
B. Isaiah is thinking here of keeping the Sabbath as a synopsis / snapshot of our relationship w/ God  

   1. The 10 commandments are rooted in salvation / in the relationship God has established with His people  
          
      a. When God spoke at Mt. Sinai: He started with the relationship / salvation  
          - I am the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery   

      b. Then God proceeds to the commandments:  
           - In light of your salvation – Here’s how you are to live    

   2. The commandments then reorient our lives around God / relationship with God  

      a. They prioritize our relationship with God  

      b. They prioritize our relationship with our neighbor  
  
   3. The Sabbath commandment orients our lives around God / prioritizes relationship with God  

      a. God commands to remember the Sabbath because in 6 days the LORD made heaven & earth & all that is  
           in them & rested on 7th day  

      b. God commands to remember the Sabbath because His people were slaves in the land of Egypt & had no  
           rest but God brought you out from them with a mighty hand & outstretched arm   

      c. To keep the Sabbath was in effect orient whole life around relationship w/ God  



C. Isaiah pronounces blessing in keeping the Sabbath / prioritizing relationship with God  

   1. Vs 2: Blessed is the man who does this, and the son of man who holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath, not  
        profaning it, and keeps his hand from doing any evil. 

      a. Vs 4: Blessed is the eunuch  

      b. Vs 6: Blessed is the foreigner  
         
   2. Isaiah 56 = Glorious picture  
  
II. Blessed is the one who prioritizes their relationship with the Lord / with Christ  

A. Prioritizing your relationship with the LORD is what salvation looks like  

   1. Christ has come as the great Servant  

   2. God is making His people into faithful servants thru the work of Jesus Christ   
       
      a. Servants who honor & rejoice in Him as One who ushers in new creation  

         1. Prioritize relationship with God   
                 
         2. Prioritize relationships with others  

            a. Keep justice  

            b. Don’t treat anyone in Christ as outsider  

      b. Servants who honor & rejoice in Him as redeemer  

B. Remember the LORD’s Day is a means of prioritizing your relationship  
  
   1. WCF 21:7 As it is the law of nature, that, in general, a due proportion of time be set apart for the worship of  
        God; so, in his Word, by a positive, moral, & perpetual commandment binding all men in all ages, he hath  
        particularly appointed one day in seven, for a Sabbath, to be kept holy unto him: which, from the  
        beginning of the world to the resurrection of Christ, was the last day of the week; and, from the  
         resurrection of Christ, was changed into the first day of the week 

      a. The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is transformative event of history  

      b. We worship / rest on the first day of the week  

   2. Prioritizing this day snapshot of & aid to prioritizing relationship with Christ  

      a. To set apart this day as a Sabbath to the LORD is to recognize He is creator / King 

      b. To set apart this day as a Sabbath to the LORD is to recognize that He is redeemer 

Conclusion: Our salvation calls us to prioritize our relationship with God in Christ 


