
Some of you may be puzzled by 
the title of this article, but hopefully 
by the end its meaning will be clear.

Pastor JC (Jonathon Christian) 
Cunningham was born in 1981 in 
Port Huron, Michigan. His mother 
and father, Diane and Fred, have 
visited our church. When JC was 
3 years old, the family moved to 
Florida and has lived there since. 
JC has one sister, Laura, who lives 
in Tampa and a cousin, Jaime, who 
lives on Tybee Island and has visited 
GCI. 

JC joined the US Navy straight 
out of high school and spent 
the next 5 years serving his 
country, including 2 Persian 
Gulf deployments.  After being 

honorably discharged from the 
military, he attended Hawaii Pacific 
University where he received a 
degree in Business Management in 
2006.  

JC’s wife and partner in ministry 
is Alohalani. Her preferred name 
is Aloha. She was born on the 
Hawaiian island of Maui in 1979 and 
spent her high school and college 
years on Oahu. Her parents are 
Roxanne and Lincoln, who is a local 
surfing legend. Aloha attended the 
University of Hawaii (go Warriors!) 
and graduated with a BA in Speech 
Communications. 

JC met Aloha at church while 
both were attending college. They 
were married in 2006 on Oahu. 
That same year, they moved to 
Ft Lauderdale so they could both 
attend Knox Theological Seminary. 
Aloha graduated in 2009 with an 
MA in Evangelism and JC the next 
with his Master of Divinity. 

JC and Aloha are the proud 
parents of 6 young children with 
4 girls and 2 boys. The first-born 
is Abigail (12) who loves reading 

and plays the piano. The oldest boy, 
Luke (9), loves sports, Star Wars, 
and is the jokester of the family. 
Next in line is Christian (8) who 
loves sports, video games, and Star 
Wars. Grace (6) is the second 
oldest daughter and loves to swim 
and can do a great Aussie/British 
accent.  Hope (3) loves her baby 
dolls, the great outdoors, and has 
a real talent for finding sweets, no 
matter how well they are hidden. 
The baby, Chloe (1), is a momma’s 
girl and loves to dance.  

After graduating seminary, JC 
served as a pastoral intern at 
Grace PCA in Stuart, FL. In 2012, 
the Session at Grace called JC to 
plant a church in Port St. Lucie 
where he labored as the church 
planting pastor of Christ the King 
PCA through this year.  

JC’s philosophy of ministry is 
shown in Acts 2:42-47 where the 
church is devoted to the Word, 
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A P R I L  E V E N T S . . .
UPCOMING EVENTS - GET CONNECTED!

April 1  •  Until further notice all public church meetings of ten
     or more people have been cancelled.  If you have any
     questions please contact your Elder, Pastor, or the
     church office.
April 9  •  Maundy Thursday Communion Service at 6:00pm
April12 •  Easter
April 21• Savannah River Presbytery mtg. at FPC, Waynesboro

* If you have a question about an event or wish to have one included, please contact 
the church office.

MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:15 AM

SUNDAY EVENING
6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP
6:00-7:30 PM

THURSDAY LADIES 
BIBLE STUDY
10:00-12:00 PM

G r a c e  C h u r c h 
o f  t h e  Is l a n d s
Presbyterian ChurCh in ameriCa

6901 CONCORD RD ● SAVANNAH, GA 31410

S E N I O R  P A S T O R  U P D A T E

Continued on page 2

Rev. JC Cunningham will become our Senior Pastor on April 1st.  He will 
be formally installed by a commission of the Savannah River Presbytery 
on a date to be determined during the Sunday evening worship service. 
Notice of the date will be published when it is safe for us to congregate.  
This is an exciting time for GCI.  Join us for the service and the reception 
that follows as we welcome JC, Alohalani and their family to the Grace 
Church family.

GCI
6901 CONCORD ROAD • SAVANNAH, GA 31410 • 912.898.0170 • WWW.GCIPCA.ORG
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The Ordinary Means of Grace
  By Tom Taylor, Ruling Elder Emeritus

continued

The Means of Grace cont.

. . . prayer, sacraments, and 
fellowship. He believes, as does 
GCI, that God is pleased to use 
these ordinary means to build 
His Kingdom and grow His 
church. Additionally, his heart is 
to shepherd the flock that Christ 
purchased with His blood, while 
helping God’s people to pursue 
knowledge and love for our 
Triune God, all for His honor. 

So, now it should be clear! 
JC began his ministry at Grace 
Church in Stuart, Fl. He is now 
embarking on his ministry to 
Grace Church of the Islands. We 
are most thankful and excited 
that God’s Grace has led him 
along this path to lead our flock. 
Soli Deo Gloria!

.  .  . pray together as a congregation. 
In conclusion, let me refer you 
to the Westminster Shorter 
Catechism: Q. 90.  How is the 
Word to be read and heard, that it 
may become effectual to salvation?  
A. That the Word may become 
effectual to salvation, we must 
attend thereunto with diligence, 
preparation, and prayer; receive it 
with faith and love, lay it up in our 
hearts, and practice it in our lives.

What is meant by the “Ordinary 
Means of Grace”?  The ordinary means 
of grace are the means by which we 
grow and the Church grows.  When 
we talk about the ordinary means of 
grace, we understand them to be: (1) 
the preaching and teaching of the Word 
of God, (2) prayer, (3) and the right 
administration of the Sacraments, all 
exercised within the context of the local 
Body of Christ.

GCI is committed to an ordinary 
means of grace-based ministry.  This 
means that we have a radical commitment 
to follow the direction of God’s Word 
as to both the message and the means 
of gathering and perfecting the saints.  
Ordinary means of grace-based ministry 
has a high view of the Bible, preaching, 
the church, the sacraments, and prayer.  
We believe the key things the church 
can do in order to help people know 
God and grow in their knowledge of 
Him are: First, we emphasize the public 
reading and preaching of the Word; 
second, we emphasize the confirming, 
sanctifying and assuring efficacy of the 
sacraments, publicly administered; and 
third, we emphasize a life of prayer, 
especially expressed corporately in the 
church.

Churches with an ordinary means of 
grace-based ministry believe that God 
means what He says in the Bible about 
the central importance of these public, 

outward instruments for spiritual life 
and growth.  God explicitly instructs 
ministers and churches to do the 
following things: “. . . devote yourself 
to the public reading of Scripture, to 
exhortation, to teaching.” (1 Tim. 4:13); 
“preach the word; be ready in season 
and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort, with complete patience and 
teaching.” (2 Tim. 4:2);  “make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you.” (Matt. 
28:19-20a); “Take, eat; this is my body. 
. . Drink of it, all of you, for this is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured 
out for many for the forgiveness of sins; 
. . . Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.  For as often as 
you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes.” (Matt. 26:26-28 and 1 Cor. 
11:25-26); “I urge that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 
be made. . . I desire then that in every 
place the men should pray, lifting holy 
hands. . .” (1 Tim. 2:1, 8). 

So, what is a church member’s 
primary responsibility for growing in 
faith?  We should delight in the Lord’s 
day, gathering with the saints to drink 
the pure milk of the Word every Sunday 
morning and evening as families and 

 ♫ Music Notes by Gina Harrell • Director of Music
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  april
 anniversaries & 

birthdays

16 Ron & Donna 
Nichols

27                     Dot & Darrel
Lee

2 Joe Miller

3 Sandy Henry

5 Aiden Garcia

6 Andrew Gibson

10 Nadya Purtell

11 Mark Board 

11 Jane Hodge

13                        John Leithart

23 Lydia Sharpe

23 Emily Sinclair

27 Luke Cunningham

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

 
S T E W A R D S H I P  U P D A T E

Tithes and Offerings needed for budget 2020 to date:    $86,112  
Actual Tithes and Offerings received to date:     $93,726

Actual Income vs. Expenses:    - $1,000

Dale Hinely, GCI Financial Administrator

Average attendance for March 2020:       AM: 99     PM: 45

Sometimes, I think, Palm Sunday 
gets lost in the anticipation of 
Easter week.  We can easily forget 
to take the time to consider the 
account of Christ’s triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem, which is full 
of thought-provoking irony, as is 
the story of the writing of “All 
Glory, Laud, and Honor”. 

We often give little thought to 
this joyous hymn, except for the 
mental image of the procession 
of children with palm branches, 
or the enjoyment of watching 
our own children as they have 
brought branches into the 
sanctuary as we sang. This is a 
very ancient text written around 
the year 820.  It was written by 
Theodulph of Orleans (760-821), 
one of the most useful churchmen 
of his time.  He was born into 
Italian nobility but chose a life of 
religious service.  He attracted 
the attention of Charlemagne, 
who called him to France and 
appointed him Bishop of Orleans.  
He was very successful until, after 
Charlemagne’s death, he was 
accused of conspiracy against 
France and wrongfully sentenced 
to prison for the rest of his life.  
It was during these years of his 
unjust imprisonment that he 
wrote the text of “All Glory, Laud, 
and Honor”.  The hymn has been 
used since then, down through the 
ages, as a joyous procession on 
Palm Sunday.  

The tune we sing to this hymn 

was originally written in 1613 
by German cantor and teacher 
Melchior Teschner (1584-1635) 
and was later used by Bach in his 
“St. John’s Passion”. The version 
we sing was harmonized by 
William Monk, one of the editors 
of the historic hymnal, “Hymns, 
Ancient and Modern”.

We must consider the irony of 
such a glorious processional hymn 
being penned in the darkness of 
confinement in a medieval prison. 
Also, this hymn is inspired by the 
irony of a crowd that praised 
Christ one day, only to turn on him 
and demand his crucifixion before 
a week had passed.  Perhaps the 
most amazing and inspiring thing 
about this is that Christ, God 
incarnate, received the praises of 
these people.  He knew that their 
praise sprang from their selfish 
hopes, for political deliverance 
from the Roman government.  
He knew the crowd there that 
day was not praising him because 
he was the holy God, possessing 
all praiseworthy virtues.  Still, he 
loved them intently and let them 
worship Him that day from their 
disillusioned hearts.

   What an encouragement for 
us to know that God enjoys our 
praises.  We can know that even 
though our hearts are full of sin 
and our minds do not understand 
him fully, that He calls us to 
Himself to worship.  Let us spend 
time in prayer this month asking

God to teach us to worship. 
Let your hearts be refreshed 
by the reading of the Bible and 
singing of the hymns.  May we 
be faithful to set aside the Lord’s 
day for worship, even though our 
corporate worship is suspended 
for a short season of time. Let 
us pray that God would give us 
undivided hearts to worship and 
praise him every day of our lives.  

 ALL GLORY,  LAUD AND HONOR

A Message from Merle
Dear Friends: I want to encourage all of you during this difficult time for our nation, our church 
and for us personally. We are in uncharted waters and having a government that is split is not 
making it any easier, but have faith that this will pass and we will get back to normal. Our God 
controls the forces behind all things and we need to exercise our faith now as much as ever. My 
Sunday message on our web site will address the pandemic and the matter of our faith. Just think 
of the celebration that we will experience when Grace is free to resume our corporate worship. 
One thing I have realized is how much I miss our services and everything else that Grace Church 
has to offer. One very practical comment, please remember that you can contribute financially 
electronically on our web page or through the mail. When times are tough is when our faith is the 
strongest. Pastor Merle

All glory, laud and honor,
To Thee, Redeemer, King,

To Whom the lips of children
Made sweet hosannas ring. 

                                                                                              
Thou art the King of Israel,

Thou David’s royal Son,
Who in the Lord’s Name comest,

The King and Blessèd One

The people of the Hebrews
With palms before Thee went;

Our prayer and praise and anthems
Before Thee we present.    

                                                                                                 
  To Thee, before Thy passion,

They sang their hymns of praise;
To Thee, now high exalted,

Our melody we raise.

Thou didst accept their praises;
Accept the prayers we bring,
Who in all good delightest,

Thou good and gracious King.   
                                                                                          

 All glory, laud and honor,
To Thee, Redeemer, King,

To Whom the lips of children
Made sweet hosannas ring.              

Message 
from Merle

Continued at left column

It is time to place your order for 
Easter lilies

SHINE at the Friendship Cafe


