
I search for a place in Scripture 
that says "all good things must 
come to an end" and I could not 
find it.  Since it is not taught in 
Scripture, I do not have to adopt 
that thinking.  So, a very good 
thing in the life of Donna and I 
does not have to come to an end.  
To see what I am referring to, 
read on.

My time as your interim Pastor 
ends April first unless our Lord 
changes the date.  But that does 
not mean that we will end our 
worship & friendships within 
this church.  We will not attend 
worship services here for at 
least a month to give the church, 
Rev. Cunningham and his family 
time to establish themselves 

within the church.  After that we 
plan on attending services here 
on a somewhat regular basis.  
We cannot define "somewhat 
regular basis", but it will not be 
so irregular that you forget us, 
but we will make sure that we 
do not interfere in any way with 
the progress of Grace church.  
Perhaps I may be able to fill the 
pulpit occasionally if needed.

Now to explain the title of 
this message, "puzzles, painting, 
pruning, probing, & maybe 
planning".  One of the things 
I want to do when I retire 
again is to do some crossword 
puzzles.  At the same time I start 
the puzzles I need to do some 
painting, starting with the trim.  
Also, at the same time I will do 
some pruning on the shrubbery 
around our house.

I will also do some probing/
studying by adding to my notes 
on Theology, Hermeneutics and 
Temple terminology from the 
Garden of Eden to the book of 
the Revelation.

That leaves one phrase in the 
title to this message "Maybe 
Planning!"  If I have learned 
anything it is that my plans get 
changed by our Lord.  My desire 
is to see how I can best serve in 
God's Kingdom even though I 
know He will change those plans 
to fit His plans.  Yes, I am  older 
than some, but I have been given 
good health and plenty of energy 
to allow me to serve in some 
capacity.

As we were leaving Las Cruces, 
NM to be with grandchildren 
in Brunswick we were with a 
group of people from church.  A 
man said, "Merle, the Lord has a 
specific reason for you to go to 
Georgia".  I smiled and thought it 
was a nice thing to say, but I did 
not think I would be used in GA.  
I could never have imagined that 
the Lord would bring us to the 
place we last vacationed before
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M A R C H  E V E N T S . . .
UPCOMING EVENTS- GET CONNECTED!

Mar  1 •      Men's Devotional at 8:15am
Mar  1 •      WM Council Meeting at 4:30pm
Mar  5 •      Men's 1st Thurs, 11:30am Tubby's in Thunderbolt
Mar  7 •      Church Work Day - sprucing up the landscape
Mar  7  •     Womens Conference 9-1pm at First Pres., Pooler 
Mar 14 •     WM Brunch & Bridal Shower for Rebecca Taylor,
                     10-12noon at the church
Mar 18 •    Joint Officer Meeting at 8:00pm
Mar 28 •    Missions Conference, 10-2pm at the church
April  5 •    Installation Service for JC at 6:00pm, reception
                     following the service

MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:15 AM

SUNDAY EVENING
6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP
6:00-7:30 PM

THURSDAY LADIES 
BIBLE STUDY
10:00-12:00 PM

Gr a c e  C hu rc h 
of  t h e  Is l an d s
Presbyterian ChurCh in ameriCa

6901 CONCORD RD ● SAVANNAH, GA 31410

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

Continued on page 2

Rev. JC Cunningham will become our Senior Pastor on April 1st.  He will 
be formally installed by a commission of the Savannah River Presbytery 
on April 5th during the Sunday evening worship service. Please mark 
your calendar and plan to attend.  This is an exciting time for GCI.  Join 
us for the service and the reception that follows as we welcome JC and 
Alohalani and their family to the Grace Church family.

GCI
Grace Church of  the  Is lands

6901 CONCORD ROAD • SAVANNAH, GA 31410 • 912.898.0170 • WWW.GCIPCA.ORG

Presbyterian Church in America

Monthly 
Events
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The Five Solas of the Reformation
  By Tom Taylor, Ruling Elder Emeritus

continued

The Five Solas cont.

. . .we moved to Las Cruces.  
We wanted to see Savannah and 
this area before we left the south.  
I never imagined I would serve 
a PCA church on Wilmington 
Island.  I also would never have 
imagined the church to be as 
solid and biblical as it is.  We have 
been truly blessed here at Grace 
Church of the Islands.

Sola Deo Gloria:  To God Alone 
be the Glory.

“Oh, the depth of the riches 
and wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable are his 
judgements and how inscrutable 
his ways!  For who has known 
the mind of the Lord, or who 
has been his counselor?  Or who 
has given a gift to him that he 
might be repaid?  Romans 11:33-
36.  See also Ephesians 1:6 and 1 
Corinthians 4:7.

What we believe makes all the 
difference.  The five solas of the 
Reformation radically impacted 
the world because those beliefs 
dramatically affected how people 
lived, loved and interacted in 
culture.  The solas put all the 
credit, all the glory, all the work 
squarely on God Himself.  We 
are recipients of His Love, Grace 
and Mercy.  And because He first 
loved and saved us, everything 
about how we live is different.

Rev. Merle Messer, 
Interim Pastor

601-573-8973 (24/7)
merle.messer@yahoo.

The “five solas” is a term used 
to designate five great foundational 
statements of the Protestant 
Reformation.  The Five Solas are: Sola 
Scriptura (Scripture Alone); Sola 
Gratia (Grace Alone); Sola Fide (Faith 
Alone); Sola Christus (Christ Alone); 
and Sola Deo Gloria (To God Alone Be 
Glory).

These “five solas” were an answer 
to false teachings which were being 
taught by the corrupt Roman Catholic 
Church of the day.  The Roman Church 
taught that the foundation for faith and 
practice was a combination of the Bible, 
tradition, and the teaching of the Pope.  
To this, the reformers declared, “our 
foundation is Scripture ALONE!”

These “five solas” are as relevant 
today as they were in the time of the 
Reformation.  They provide a foundation 
for our belief system, rooted in the Word 
of God, called Reformed Theology.

Sola Scriptura: Scripture Alone is our 
Standard.

“All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be complete, equipped for every 
good work.”  2 Tim. 3:16-17. See also: 
1 Thessalonians 2:13 and James 1:22-25.

Sola Gratia: Salvation by Grace Alone.
“For by grace you have been saved 

through faith.  And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result 
of works, so that no one may boost.  
For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:8-10. 
See also: John 3:7, and Romans 3:10-12; 
8:7-8.

Sola Fide:  Justification by Faith Alone.
“And without faith it is impossible to 

please God, because anyone who comes 
to him must believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those who earnestly 
seek him.” 

“. . . yet we know that a person is 
not justified by works of the law but 
through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also 
have believed in Christ Jesus, in order 
to be justified by faith in Christ and not 
by works of the law, because by works 
of the law no one will be justified.” 
Hebrews 11:6 and Galatians 2:16.  See 
also: Romans 4:4-5.

Sola Christus:  By Christ’s Work Alone 
are We Saved.

“For there is one God, and there 
is one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave 
himself as a ransom for all, which is the 
testimony given at the proper time.”      
1 Tim. 2:5-6.  See also Colossians 1:13-
18 and Galatians 2:20.

 ♫ Music Notes by Gina Harrell • Director of Music
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March
 anniversaries & 

birthdays

11 Ron & Donna 
Nichols

2 Nathan Bristol

4 Julie Veciana

6 Amanda Board

12 Jean Wiggins

15 Howard Pigott

16 Darrel Lee

19 Kay McCleskey

20                    Megan Leithart

21 Sib McLellan

23 Miriam Purtell

25 Gavin Garcia

30 Louis Watson

Magnolia Grace Gober
February 8, 2020

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

 
S T E W A R D S H I P  U P D A T E

Tithes and Offerings needed for budget 2020 to date:     $52,992  

Actual Tithes and Offerings received to date:     $60,272

Actual Income vs. Expenses:    + $6,500

Dale Hinely, GCI Financial Administrator

Average attendance for February 2020:       AM: 110     PM:  45

…if anyone sins, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the Righteous. (I John 2:1)

    “Before the Throne of God 
Above” has become a favorite 
“new” hymn of ours.  As we take 
a closer look at our hymn this 
month, we find a few surprises.  We 
discover that this hymn is not new 
at all, for it was written in 1863 by 
Irish hymn writer Charitie Lees 
(Smith) Bancroft (1841-1923).  She 
was born near Dublin, to a minister 
in the Church of Ireland.  She 
displayed a gift for writing verse at 
an early age and published this hymn 
which she titled “The Advocate” in a 
leaflet entitled “Within the Veil”.

   “Before the Throne” was 
published in several hymnals and 
collections over the following 134 
years (it was a favorite of Charles 
Spurgeon), set to various and 
somewhat unsatisfactory tunes 
until it came to the attention of 
American composer Vikki Cook 
in 1997.  Captivated by the words, 
this is what she said: “I spent many 
mornings with God weeping over 
those lyrics. I had to find a way 
to sing these words to God, even 
if it was only for myself. When I 
made up my mind to write a new 
melody it came surprisingly quick, in 
about an hour.”  The rest is hymn 
history.  She composed the beautiful 

tune we sing, and it fits so 
beautifully with the text, one 
would not know they were 
not composed at the same 
time.

   The Bible is God’s 
revelation to man.  Our hymns 
are man’s response to God.  
“Before the Throne of God 
Above” is a beautiful example 
of a heart inspired to respond 
in praise to the Word revealed.  
Every line in this hymn is a 
reference to scripture and 
speaks for itself.  It provides a 
perfect springboard for study 
and meditation. (I have a list 
of many references and would 
love to share it if you ask!)  
Let us again be thankful for 
the hymns God has faithfully 
inspired and preserved for us 
and let us respond joyfully to 
him in song!

 Before The Throne of God Above

Women's Ministry
Ladies Bible Study - Thursday mornings at Grace Church from 10-
12noon. The study is on the books of Colossians and Philemon and led 
by Julie Veciana. All women are welcome to attend.

Savannah River Presbytery is hosting a conference for women on 
Sat., March 7th, from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm at First Pres. Pooler.  Lunch 
will be provided.  The guest speaker is Mary Beth McGreevy who is a 
Christian speaker, Bible study teacher, and author.  The topic is "Giving 
Encouragement to Refresh Hearts".  You may register online (www.
fpcpooler.org/give) - debit cards only.  Registration is $30 at the door.  
See Cathy Roulo for more information.

Before the throne of God above,
I have a strong and perfect plea:

a great High Priest whose name is Love,
who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on His hands.
My name is written on His heart.

I know that while in heav'n He stands,
no tongue can bid me thence depart;
no tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair,
and tells me of the guilt within,

upward I look and see Him there,
who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died
my sinful soul is counted free.
For God, the Just, is satisfied

to look on Him and pardon me;
to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold him there, the risen Lamb!
My perfect spotless righteousness,

the great unchangeable I AM,
the King of Glory and of Grace.
One with Himself, I cannot die;

my soul is purchased by His blood.
My life is hid with Christ on high,

with Christ, my Savior and my God;
with Christ, my Savior and my God.

Women's
Ministry

Continued on left column

  Transition Update.
The Cunningham family made 
a whirlwind two-day house 
hunting visit to the islands on 
Feb. 7&8.  They were successful 
and are buying  a house on 
Wilmington Island.  The sale 
of their current house in Port St. Lucie 
is moving along well.  Please pray that 
the sale of both houses will continue to 
proceed smoothly allowing the family 
to move to the islands in March.


