
Ah January, what is the 
significance of January? For 
one thing a lot of New Year's 
resolutions are scheduled to start 
even though we know that we 
will break them within a week. So, 
lets not go the route of making 
resolutions and suffer failure 
before the year starts. I assume 
that January is a time we plan to 
catch up with some rest after 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. That 
sounds good, but who among us 
really catches up on lost sleep? 
Once it is lost, it is gone. So, is 
there anything positive we can say 
about January 2020?

I can think of at least four 
positive things about January 
2020! First, On January 4-5 a  
pastor candidate will be visiting 
our church and preaching at 
both services. We have planned 

events for him and his wife so 
that everyone will have a chance 
to meet and talk with them 
personally. As Moses told the 
children of Israel in Exodus 12:2 
“This month shall be for you the 
beginning of months. It shall be 
the first month of the year for 
you.” This was marking Passover 
as a new start for the Israelites. 
It was not January, but it marked 
a new beginning. When a church 
gets a new pastor it is a new 
beginning regardless of the month 
in which it occurs. As the Israelites 
marked a new year starting with 
Passover, so we are marking a 
new beginning for Grace Church.

The second positive thing is 
that my time as your Interim 
Pastor comes to a close with 
nothing but thanks to our God 
for calling us here. Donna and I 

leave with nothing but positive 
memories of you who attend 
Grace Church. You have gone out 
of your way to make sure that 
things have gone smoothly for us 
and for our relationship with all of 
you. We can honestly say that we 
do not have any regrets for any of 
our time spent at Grace Church. 

The third positive thing is that 
I know you will start the year 
2020 closer to our Lord than you 
were at the end of last year. Using 
this thinking, we pray that you 
will continue to grow closer to 
Jesus during 2020 and then start 
2021 even closer than you were 
this year. There is nothing quite 
so satisfying as looking back at a 
previous year and being able to 
see the spiritual growth that has 
taken place in our lives. When we    
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► Wednesday Night Fellowship - WNF resumes on January 8th.  Join us for good 
food, fellowship and teaching.  The cost for the meal is $3.00 per person or $10.00 per 
family.  There is a nursery. Children meet for choir practice and catechism.  The Youth are 
studing the life of Jesus and the adults are learning to love the Psalms.
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J A N U A R Y  E V E N T S . . .
UPCOMING EVENTS - GET CONNECTED!

Jan.    2 • Men's First Thursday at Tubby's in Thunderbolt at 11:30 am
Jan. 4-5 • Pastoral Candidate visits GCI
Jan.    5 • Men's Devotional meeting at 8:15 am
Jan.    7 • SHINE fellowship at Friendship Cafe at 3:00 pm
Jan.    8 • WNF resumes for the winter quarter at 6:00 pm
Jan.  12 • Women's Ministry Council members installed at 10:00 am
Jan.  15 • Joint Officers meeting at 8:00 pm
Jan.  16 • Ladies Bible Study resumes for the winter quarter at 10:00 am
Jan. 24-25 • Savannah River Presbytery meeting at Redeemer in Evans

Gr a c e  C hu rc h 
of  t h e  Is l an d s
Presbyterian Church in America

6901 CONCORD RD • SAVANNAH, GA 31410

W O M E N ' S  M I N I S T R Y
Thursday morning bible study resumes January 16th

10 am - 12 noon
The study will focus on Colossians and Philamon and is led by Julie 

Veciana.
All women are welcome!

The Women's Ministry Council officers for 2020 will be installed
on January 12th.

MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:15 AM

SUNDAY EVENING
6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP
6:00-7:30 PM

(Continued on page 2)
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 . . . live through a year on a day to day basis, 
at times it seems rough and we wonder where 
God is. Then, after completing the year, we look 
back and we see where He was.  

The fourth positive thing can be seen from the 
perspective of our dog, Axel. He will see more 
of us especially on the Lord’s Day. He does not 
complain much or very often about being alone 
all day, but we know how he feels about it way 
down deep. We have not told Axel about any 
changes yet, but we will soon. 

From the depths of our hearts, Donna and 
I want to thank everyone for giving us such a 
special last fifteen-sixteen months with y’all. 
Don’t forget our email addresses and phone 
numbers. 

With love, Donna and Merle. 
 
  

SHINE 
(Single Housewives in a Nurturing Environment)

                                      Join us for a
     time of   
     fellowship at
       the Friendship
                 Cafe on January
                 7th at 3:00 pm

Dr. Merle A. Messer, Interim Pastor
601-573-8973 (24/7) 

merle.messer@yahoo.com
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Music Notes by Gina Harrell • Director of Music

On a January Sunday in 1860, William 
Chatterton Dix was at home recuperating 
from an illness, and did not make it to church.  
He did, however, spend time in the Word, 
reading the story of the how the wise men 
sought Jesus, worshipped him, and offered 
him costly gifts. The result of his quiet time 
was a hymn that not only offers us a fitting 
prayer for the New Year, but also an excellent 
pattern of how to apply what we read in the 
scriptures to our hearts.

Take a few minutes to notice how each 
verse tells a little part of the story, and then 
follows with a prayer that we might attain 
the same heart disposition every day.  The 
last two verses contain a prayer for God’s 
faithful guidance, and hopeful expectation 
of the glories of heaven.  We can also note 
that the hymn begins and ends with light- first 
one created, then the source of our light in 
heaven.  A beautiful observation, indeed.

Dix was not a clergyman.  He was the 
manager of an insurance company in Glasgow, 
Scotland.  He was a prolific hymn writer, and 
very skilled in writing fine verse.  He is also the 
author of one of our favorite carols, “What 
Child is This”.

The tune that was written for this hymn is 
the one we know better as “For the Beauty 
of the Earth”.  However, we know by the 
name of the tune, “Dix”, that it was written 

especially for this hymn. German composer 
Conrad Kocher wrote this melody, which he 
adapted from another chorale. Interestingly, 
William Dix was not pleased with his hymn 
being set to this tune. 

 
Conrad Kocher was a talented musician.  

Trained as a teacher, his love for music, 
especially that of Haydn and Mozart, led him 
to a career in music.  He had great impact 
on the music of the church, following the 
passion of the Italian master, Palestrina, who 
worked to compose beautiful, accessible 
music for worship.  Kocher was influenced by 
Palestrina’s music and teaching while studying 
in Italy.

May we seek to study and apply God’s 
Word to our hearts as we begin the new 
year.  Let us pray with the psalmist, in Psalm 
119:33-34, Teach me, O LORD, the way of 
your statutes; and I will keep it to the end. 
Give me understanding, that I may keep your 
law and observe it with my whole heart.

AS WITH GLADNESS, MEN OF OLD

As with gladness, men of old
Did the guiding star behold

As with joy they hailed its light
Leading onward, beaming bright
So, most gracious God, may we

Evermore be led to Thee.

As with joyful steps they sped
To that lowly manger bed

There to bend the knee before
Him Whom Heaven and earth adore;

So may we with willing feet
Ever seek Thy mercy seat.

As they offered gifts most rare
At that manger rude and bare;

So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin’s alloy,

All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King.

Holy Jesus, every day
Keep us in the narrow way;

And, when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide.

In the heavenly country bright,
Need they no created light;

Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown,
Thou its Sun which goes not down;

There forever may we sing
Alleluias to our King!

 January
 anniversaries & 

birthdays

1    John & Kay McCleskey

  2                 Jules Anderson 
8                 Ponda  Waston

14                      Ray Rideout
19                      Diana Davis
23                          C.J. Barry 
30                    Anne Gibson
30                    Annie Sparks

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

S T E W A R D S H I P  U P D A T E

   Tithes and Offerings needed for the year 2019:   $   338,000

      Actual Tithes and Offerings received in 2019:   $   515,552

                    Actual Income vs. Expenses in 2019:   $ +152,000

Dale Hinely, GCI Financial Administrator

Average attendance for December 2019: AM: 91 PM: 57
Average attendance for 2019:                  AM: 99 PM: 46

From the Pastor Search Committee. . .
The Pastor Search Committee has invited a candidate and his wife to visit us the first week-
end of January, the 4th and 5th.  The candidate will preach in both the morning and evening 
services.  Other planned activites include a Q&A session and a noon reception. We strongly 
recommend that members and friends attend all activities and both worship services. 

We are very excited about this upcoming weekend and ultimately to see who God will stand-
up as Senior Pastor for the GCI community.  As God's people, may we with confidence draw 
near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need.  Soli Deo Gloria!

Please continue to pray for your committee - David Roulo, Jim Henry, Craig Harrell, Donna 
Nichols, Jane Hodge, David Lamson, David McCray, and Tom Taylor.

Pastor 
Search


